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LOW SONGS WOW HIGH HATS 


Fashionable Bad Manners ELITE CET KIGK Sound Equipment i in Schools Allows 
| arate oar a gov een co soe OUT OF INDIGO Headmaster to Snoop on Teachers 




















j Hall. New York, for the.final show, are becoming a nightly head- 
ache to the service staff. 
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Fashionable, late-dining bunch comes to the Hall in between pee Y ‘Invitations’ St. Paul, March 16. 
dinner and supper dansants and, feeling high, they make themselves Elegantly-Gowned Singers ale te Nearby town of Northfield is up in 
loudly at home, with resultant squawks from sober neighbors who e 4 pats sai 
have come to enjoy the entire performance in peace, and not as a or Gentlemanly Dirt-Dish- Name players and specialty arms, thanks to ra om 
means to park the body until things start tootin’ in some nite club. ers Give the Park Avenue | artists were. deluged this past An elaborate radio-sound system, 

week with ‘invitations’ to at- recently installed in the burg’s high 
— Mob What They Want tend benefits and dinners. With- ; ey SER D ait 
ej e ; ’ ; ; school as an educational aid, has been 
“1 i me in a three-week period there 
0 eVal ers 0 a é all il hints | are at least 25 of the cuffo af- the cause of an upheaval on the 
IT’S SHOW BIZ fairs scheduled and any player school board in its recent elections, 
| attempting to be at all would with charges of ‘educational espion- 
a heating 2 ‘ aah soi ol 
. wa: ee oe round. age’ coloring the ozone. 
ion ara e _ te Even the dinner invites read : 
By ABEL GREEN '| quite unsubtly, ‘Bring along In the middle is Jess H. Wichman, 
Blue songs are the rage among your dancing shoes.’ superintendent of schools. He's also 
ee oe + i the bluebloods. Songs have ssi | chief engineer and announcer of the 
Pp |lyrics, framed in semi-polite la | new system. ‘As for townsfolk and 
By CECELIA AGER Vaudeville Slant | guage, and are put across in the | teachers condemning the system as 
It has long been a major problem, Pex: |fashionable cafes by beautifully | scientific snoopery,” laughed Mr. 
in this barbarous country of ours, Wictnat Sinieviiiie ail | gowned chanteuses or immaculate- | Wichman, ‘that simply indicates mis- 
to get men to fashion shows. Men, tl ahs Betsey ‘ian Wesheues ly groomed gents who conduct understanding, I'know I could snoop 
that is. They just won’t go. Not Col = he thie Air aa Dee 's themselves like members of a Lon- | on teachers by turning a dial on the 
without such an outbreak of sulks. a3 ca 1B pone ene Rage nid don regiment. Swells delight in the | control board, but we've had the 
pouts, and violent balkings that shioniy sal ceaclannid nt tenedills ‘indigo and the later the hour be-| | system operating for three months 
finally gets then there anyway, rary 1a idea’ ‘Writ pie letter ||comes the more outspoken the | jand I haven't yet listened in on a 
despite their throwing themsetves on eri te will © wry pF od sram || L¥tics. But the social elegance of | | classroom, 

the floor and kicking and screaming, || 1), ' Aga. 9 /manner and bearing is always pre- | Eight of the school’s 25 rooms are 
has always seemed a hollow victory ; e served. Well—almost always. It’s | equipped with amplifiers, each con- 
ty tri h 1 rorth Put it on next to closing or , ; ; : 
—an empty triumph scarcely wot Giste’s: nathine - deine’ veude- |one of the notable facts of modern | nected with the control cabinet in 
the fevered yankings and pullings, ht antioh gietiad =< New York night club society. | —_—_— the supe’s office. Radio programs of 

th hole desperate strat reced- ville artist replied. , 
we SENIONR MERSTANS SERLEEY Some of the performers who give | Sen Wvancised, Stecch % | educational value are projected to 
ing it. : , hatte the social registerites what they | “ Lat wart * | one or all classrooms through the 

- ~~ ove s eros “4 Neraags Bega want are tops in professional eclat| Wave of strong opposition to the system. wel 
a pee on a that P sage A eo X- 0 ent and suave showmanship, If there | ny sotrier Fy cae of Per aréund ‘The educational possibilities of this 
right to feel like clods, when plunged | . ? was any vaudeville these same per- | oes ees titinn tn 1099 threatens |Cauipment are tremendous,’ Supt. 
’ i 


formers would be the class head-| tional Exposition in 1939 threatens ww)... ‘ Ms 
into the welter of feminine oohs and | s iss head- | Wichman enthused. ‘Now we can 


° liners of the day. They are tops in| to engulf present plans. Ir; is de- 

ings of ladies’ clothes, and also fac- | a 5] an g They know that their material is| came from Captain Arthur D. preciation claseea. The best soiaien! 

ing the fact that no gathering of | from Harlem, Memphis, St. Louis, Layne, who was the leading cru- ; ies 

women has the headiness, the . and other fountains of double en- | Sader in the campaign to close the (Continyes no | page 62) 

sparkle and the downright success H B fit tendre folklore. Park avenue mob | coast years ago. ee 

that marks the assemblage graced by 1S wil ene | may or may not know or care that Captain Layne said: 

+ sted ong mr pale ee os | the bawdy chants they find amusing ‘San Francisco had best forget foes Skater histo, 
erican Jo , thoug p 


: stem from the districts that had | the Barbary Coast. If the Barbary 
scheme certain to make both sides 


their own particular kind of street Coast were reproduced exactly as In Rockefeller Plaza 








content ae bg Digs gen yg in Max Hart, once the No. 1 agent in! illumination. it was, all concerned would go t 
peace till the end of their days. |vaudeville, has personally taken | I : : ‘tentiarw * 
ays. aude >, as sonall) é n the class niteries of the land, | the penitentiary. T A 14 Fl U 
Men like clothes, she figured it out | ¢harge of the benefit show to be held | in the wayside Sikes and beer- Workmen last week began remov- 0 gcy 0Ors p 
—in fact, they simply adore clothes. | for him April 4 at the Hudson the- 


‘ S : f stubes. in the taverns . rns . ing the six lusty satyrs and as many —_—— 
if they re their own kind. Well then, | atre, N.. Y. Edgar Allen started it. wee, Tm ne averns of the towns ' 

















shi » for | and hamlets, the naughty but nice CY nymphs, who have pursued each Inability of Herman Lamazar, fig- 
she would put on a fashion show for but withdrew last week, with Alan : 3 other fetchingly around the walls | ure ice-skater. to get ; - 8 
> . “ew ( : ; (Continued on page 58) e ice-skater, to get together with 
men as well as women. There would! Gorrelli, of the Theatre Authority, 8 of the Hippodrome, one of the most Sam Rauch of the Fanct &' Bier 
be men’s suits as well as ladies’| ~ 0 jal. ie nen a | Seinen Cink \ ane aS 7 SEENON arco 
: : now advising Hart. famous of the old Barbary Coast) office. in N. Y for an auditior 
dresses, men’s lounge costumes as i wie ane -disie Slieak tealit tie tenant N. Y.,_ an a i, 
well as ladies’ gligees. And so Hart, in his 60s and in ill health | 6 ’ ang Ss. res fave been bought | forced the skater into what is prob- 
joining forces ‘ith rr ay Willi a for several years, was the top vaude } oy S Mew Fore srt collector. ably the freakiest audition of all 
* 5 a srasl eceaetnees agent until he was deprived of his | The late Arthur Putnam's remun-_ time. The agent viewed act from 
(Continued on page 62) | Kgith franchise by E. F. Albee and eration for the bas relief sculptures the 14tn floor F&M offices in the 
| the subsequent loss of ‘his costly | was said to be a few drink . Even RCA building, Radio City, while the 
E P suit against the circuit. Action in- | in the brawling Barbary Coast days. | subject romped on the ice rink be- 
urope $ e nh eitere volved the anti-trust laws the nymphs and satyrs aroused the joy, 
olve é abs “ssabadcts | citizenry. Putnam’s anatomical de- p: 

é ‘ i a = y- ams ane ‘ Pair had been dickering for tw 
» > he los s Keith fran- ig r two 
Commercial Station Gets ae es < > Hear of paees (Continued on page 59) weeks with no. results Lamazar 
chise Hart controlled practically | 1 f tl F &M. fri 
sashes he ant § } | ; 7 took advantage of the F.&M. office 

every name comedy act in show ‘Three Waltzes,’ operetta by Jo- han cue 
Record $2,000 Per Hour business. Some of the personalities strat Il, J hs I . ° location and phoned over that if 


hann Strau sseph Strau 


he developed included Frank Tinney, | son (both dead) and Oscar Strauss. ©0Cla ecurity ong the agency was still interested, Rauch 








f 3 4 ’ could o.o. his stu si c< 

Radio Clone virtually the Bert and Betty W ng ee wi conyemporary Viennese compo we -———— ing out of a Bier yy * | — 

Only commercial radio station in liams, Moran and Mack, Ec aie Can-!currently in Holly wood (no rela- New novelty song, ‘I’m in Love dow at the frozen-over Rockefeller 

' Western Europe operating un- tor, W. C. Fields, James Barton. He | tion to the other Strau ses), may D€ | with 234-0-567,’ which has been’ Plaza that lays directly below. and 

- hampered, is just about sold out on “35 credited by many with having|done on Broadw Ly. Musical wa ven broadcast baptism by Rudy | which is used as a public kating 
Sundays, the sponsors’ best day of idvanced their salaries to new highs. | first produced in Zurich and Bru -| Vallee, was written by two KVOO | rink ; a 
the week. Sole time spots left open An example of Hart's yesteryear | sels early th ee ing will ve | Tulsa ff men who were inspired Entire office including execs 

| are from 8:45 to 9 a.m. and from 11:15 glory is manifested in the new | done by A. Wiilem tz WM th Yvonne | not only by the muse but also the | San Shavon and John Schultz 
to 12 midnight. In two other places March of Time reel of Swing Music, | Printemps and Pierre Fresnay in jmposing numerals on their Social piled to the window for the show. 
there are half-hours of news in| "leased last week, which flashes a/ Paris in May at the Bouffe Parisi- Security slip Willard Egolf i ome using binocular Rink was 
French, but are not for sale. replica of a telegram from Hart giv- | enne. comme il chief at station, and speedily cleared by other skaters 

ve Sunday base rate on the indie i™S the Original Dixieland Jazz Willemetz is making the French Hilltie Bell a salesman. ilsy interested spectators, when 
aiter is $2,000 per hour after 1 p.m., Band its first big-time vaudeville | adaptation. He also has closed wth Social Security headquarters in Lamazar went into his routine. 

and $1.600 before that. That makes | OPPortunity. That was in 1921, | Lawrence Howard to produce it in| Washington reveals that 234-0-567 > Agent descended to street level 

lt twice as expensive as WEAF or | With the closing of the Keith doors London with Margaret Bannerman’ has never been assigned to any one shortly after start for closer view 
he highest York. Rate is gaid to be t2 him, most of Hart's acts left h and H ney Ww at ner latter_ recently | And now because of the song. never, while others remained at aerial® 

Shest in the world. (Continued on page 62) inging at ¢ ‘at Garden, will be. ' post 
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Cal. Bil W 


ould Restrict Agents’ 
Contracts With Clients to One Yr. 





Sacramento, March 16. 

Added teeth to the legislative bill 
aimed to throttle activities of Holly- 
wood agents are seen in an amend- 
ment to restrict the contractual re- 
lationship between the 10%er and 
client to one year. Measure is rest- 
ing in the Committee on Labor and 
Capital, which is expected to report 
it out favorably with the amend- 
ment attached. 

It is understood that labor is back- 
ing the bill. Committee on Labor 
and Capitai is one of the largest in 
the assembly, having 16 members, 13 
of them known as laborites. 

Since the introduction of measures 
regulating the agency biz have been 
introduced, legislators and members 
of the committee have _ received 
heavy mail from persons having 
grievances against tactics of various 
agents in the picture capital. Many 
included suggestions for added teeth 
in the bills. 

It is understood that several com- 
mitteemen are prepared to modify 
measures on the calendar and to 
perhaps codify all statutes regulat- 
ing private employment agencies. 


HUBBARD ‘WITH TIDE’ 
AS INITIALER AT PAR 


Hollywood, March 16. 

‘With the Tide,’ South Sea roman- 
tic story, will be Lucien Hubbard’s 
first assignment as an associate pro- 
ducer at Paramount. It will be made 
in technicolor. 

Henry Hathaway has been pen- 
cilled in as director, pending clear- 
ance of ‘What Ho,’ Gary Cooper pic 
for Major Pictures. 


Stu Erwin With GN 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Stuart Erwin has signed a three- 














Tapping the Tappers 





Hollywood, March 16. 

Blindfold test is being given 
tap dancers for parts in the 
‘Broadway Melody of 1937.’ 

Judges are blindfolded and 
then asked to write their opin- 
ions on what they hear from 
the 100 or more gals auditioned. 














year contract with Grand National 


calling for twe victures annually 
Initialc. ill be ‘Small ° n Boy 
which Zr0n /\\y« duce with 
enn Tryon dcirect ? 
Second a mrrent will be ‘Pace 


the Facts,’ e Cuuington Kel- 
which had been consid- 
ered as a possible Douglas MacLean 
production before he left GN’s fold. 


sana Poaa 





‘Girl’ Toppers Set 
Hollywood, March 16. 

Gene Raymond and Ann Sothern 
will top cast of “There Goes My 
Girl,’ which Ben Holmes will direct 
at RKO. 

Cast also includes Thelma Leeds, 
Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Frank 
Thomas, Alec Craig, Bradley Page, 
Gordon Jones, Maxine Jennings and 
William Corson. 


Films Lamp Radio Girl 


Warner Bros. pacted Claudia Sim- 
mons to an acting contract. Studio 
will give her stretch of dramatic 
coaching prior to her stepping be- 
fore the lens. 

Miss Simmons got lamped by pic 
company when she aired on ‘Do You 
Want to Be an Actor?’ web broad- 
cast, which originates from the 
Coast. 


Carroll in ‘Zenda’ 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Madeleine Carroll and Ronald Col- 
man will top cast in “The Prisoner 
of Zenda’ at Selznick-International. 
She was borrowed from Walter 
Wanger. 
John Cromwell will direct. 


Lukas’ Solo for Korda 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Paul Lukas is leaving this week 
for London to do one picture for 
Alexander Korda’s London Films. He 
is scheduled to start work April 3. 
Deal was consummated last week 
by cable. 














Rita Johnson Goes West 


Rita Johnson dropped lead role in 
‘Girl Interne,’ daily script serial on 
WHN, N. Y., Monday (15) to hike 
to Hollywood for pix. 

Concurrent with her radio work, 
Miss Johnson had been appearing in 
the legit, ‘Fulton of Oak Falls.’ 
which folded Saturday. While troup- 
ing in the play she was pacted by 
Sar Goldwyn for pix. 


| LLOP. 





Bernhardt’s Heirs Want 


In on ‘Divine Sarah’ Pic! 





Two grand-daughters of Sarah 
Bernhardt are more than casually 
interested in any Hollywood pro- 
posals to make a film of the life of 
the ‘Divine Sarah.’ For this purpose, 
Irvin Marks, Paris play broker, ar- 
rived in New York yesterday (Tues- 
day) as rep for the Bernhardt heirs. 

Marks also agents Louis Verneuil. 
French playwright, and in view of | 
the fact that Verneuil authored Bern- 
hardt’s last two plays and married 
one of the two surviving grand- 
daughters (although since divorced), 
he feels that the Paris dramatist is 
most qualified to do the Hollywood 
scripting chore. Warners announced 
a Bernhardt film some time ago. 





‘Unusual’ Confession 





Los Angeles, March 16. 

Downpour of almost flood propor- 
tions Monday night dealt theatre 
trade in Southern California a ter- 
rific blow. Fox-West Coast counted 
its loss at over $10,000. 

Seasonal rainfall to date is nearing 
all-time record. 








Hayakawa’s Spy Pic 


Paris, March 7. 
Sessue Havak I been signed 
to make ‘Surete Nationz!te’ as soon 
he has mpieted ‘Yoshiwara,’ by 
Maurice DeKobra, now in produc- 


‘Surete Nationale,® scenario by 
Henri Calef, dialog by Leopold 
Gomez, is a spy pic in which Haya- 
kawa will play the role of an inter- 
national bandit. It will be directed 
by Walter Kapps and will feature 
Daniele Parola and Jean-Pierre-Au- 
mont. 





: Tokyo, March 5. 

Yoshiwara’ DeKobra’s story of the 
licensed Japanese red light sector, 
fetched official Jap government com- 
plaints on the theme, 





WB Releases D’Arcy 
Hollywood, March 16. 
Warners gave Alexandre D’Arcy 
his release and the French actor re- 
turns home pronto. 





Contract had two months to run. 





MARLYN STUART 


Who’s ‘Mama, That Man’s Here 
Again,’ introduces to the radio au- 
dience the Ken Murray Show. 

Starting a new series of broad- 
casts with Ken Murray and the 
inimitable Oswald for Campbell’s 
Tomato Soup on March 31 at 8:30 
P.M. on a Coast-to-Coast network 
via CBS. 

Direction: 

WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


STAMP TAX IDEA ON 
SCREEN AUTOGRAPHS 


Hollywood, March 16. 

System whereby picture stars will 
sell their autographs in order to ob- 
tain funds to endow a home for re- 
tired actors on the Coast is being 
promulgated by the Screen Actors’ 
Guild. In order to obtain an auto- 
graph, a fan would have to purchase 
the stamps at drug stores, news- 
stands, etc., and place one on a letter 
seeking the autograph. 

National publicity campaign is 
being outlined in event sufficient 
number of SAG members concur in 
the plan. 

Guild, in a letter sent out to mem- 
bers, admits that success of the plan 
depends entirely upon the actor re- 
fusing autographs without stamps 
and/or upon his acquiescence to sign 
stamped requests. 


Hoot Rides for Wallace 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Hoot Gibson has signed for 32 
weeks with Wallace Bros. circus, 
opening in Macon, Ga., April 1. 
Gibson will be starred along with 
his nag, Mutt. 


me. 20.8. A 


Monty Banks. 
Albert de Courville. 
Gracie Fields. 
Lillian Fischer. 
Ben Goetz. 
Wilkie Mahoney. 
Monte Proser, 
George Raft. 
Bob Ritchie. 
Ben Thau 

Hal B. Wallis. 

















Bull Market for Clothes-Horsers; 
Raid Dept. Store Models; Squawks 





Los Angeles, March 16. 


Raiding activities of Hollywood 
picture producers in the ranks of 
Coast models has merchants up in 
arms. Glamor of picture work caused 
so many girls to leave the mills of 
commerce that the executives have 
issued orders that the gals must de- 
cide between steady work in the 
fashion emporiums or the uncer- 
tainty of film labor. 


Batch of pictures requiring models 
are being made currently. Metro, | 
Paramount, United Artists and other | 
companies swooped down on Holly- | 
wood, Wilshire and L. A. stores 
seeking the pulchritudinous ones. 

Metro grabbed off a flock for | 
‘Broadway Melody of 1937.’ Walter | 
Wanger is trying to line up 24 for | 
his ‘Vogues of 1938,’ which Irving | 
Cummings will direct. Wanger found 
the beauty crop here short so he 
sent to New York to grab off some 
femmes to augment the locals. 

Jesse Lasky, producing ‘Radio City 
Revels’ for RKO, made a tour of | 
loczl shops and finally made an 








‘low giris to go on leave of absence 


agreement with two of them to fol- 





for his pix, with the arrangement 
that he would not attempt to use 
them for one year after completion 
of the pic for screen work. However, 
he has an option on the girls after 
first year’s embargo is off. 

Lew Gensler, who is producing 
‘Artists and Models’ at Paramount, 
also is trying to find gals. He’s wait- 
ing for Russell Patterson to get in 
from New York to help. 

Merchants claim that it takes them 
a long time to train models and that 
many of them have a following 
which means dollars and cents to 
the employers and they are not go- 
ing to permit the pic biz to use 
their establishments as a conveni- 
ence when they are stuck for cer- 
tain types. 

Dozen mannikins, picked from na- 
tional canvass, have arrived for 
Wanger’s ‘Vogues.’ Models were as- 
sembled in New York as pick of 500 
screen testings. They are Dorothy 
Day, Olive Cawley, Ida Vollmer, 
Mary Oakes, Frances Joyce, Kath- 
erine Alridge, Betty Douglas, Eliza- 
beth Harben, Moreen Carr, Ruth 
Martin, Phyllis Gilman and Martha 
Hevarin. 


Wednesday, March 17, 1937 














Scott Back in Trim, 


Directs O’Brien Opus 
Hollywood, March 16, 

Ewing Scott, who co-scripted 
‘Looking for Trouble’ in collabora- 
tion with Dan Jarrett, will direct 
the picture for George Hirliman. 
George O’Brien is starred. 

This is Scott’s first job in a year. 
Many months ago he took down with 
sinus and had to retire. However, 
he was credited with several 
scenarios during his illness. 





Mary Astor Too Busy, 
Miss O’Neill’s ‘Dallas’ 


Hollywood, March 16. 


Because of acting chores in “The 
Prisoner of Zenda’ for Selznick- 
International and an untitled pro- 
duction at Columbia, Mary Astor has 
bowed out of Samuel Goldwyn’s 
‘Stella Dallas,’ and the role goes to 
Barbara O'Neill. Latter is playing 
the stager, ‘Jane Eyre,’ with Kath- 
arine Hepburn and recently received 
a termer from Goldwyn. 

Picture will be her debut, to be 
followed with a part in Goldwyn’s 
‘Hurricane.’ 

Goldwyn still is committed to use 
Miss Astor in one more film. 








Pittsburgh, March 16. 


Doris Dalton, last in ‘Petticoat 
Fever’ with Dennis King, has re- 
placed Barbara O'Neill here in ‘Jane 
Eyre, with Katharine Hepburn. 
O’Neill gal just signed for flickers 
by Samuel Goldwyn and leaves for 
Hollywood immediately for role in 
‘Stella Dallas. Tom Powers also 
goes into ‘Eyre’ for first time here, 
succeeding Stephen Ker Appleby in 
part of minister. 





SAILINGS 


April 28 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 
Bob Parrish, Moran and Wiser (Mari- 
posa). 

March 26 (London to New York), 
Sybil Bowan (Washington). 

March 18 (Caribbean Cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. McCarthy (Haiti). 

March 17 (Vancouver to Sydney), 
J. H. Seidelman, Marcus Show, Ruth 
Durrell, Sisson and Neal (Aorangi). 

March 17 (London to New York), 
Louis Borell, Hubert Griffiths, Con- 
stance Cummings, Benn Levy, Wil- 
liam Howard, Henry Sherek (Queen 
Mary). 

March 14 (New York to London), 
Glen McWilliams (Deutschland). 

March 13 (San Francisco to Hono- 
lulu), Ruth Draper (Malola), 

March 12 (West Indies Cruise), 
Sam Weisbord (Transylvania). 

March 12 (New York to London), 
H. R. Knickerbocker, Erica Morini, 
Abbe Ernest Dimnet, Clifford Fis- 
eher, Frank Libuse, Three Slate 
Bros., Gloria Day, May Carroll, 
Aloysia Slate, Roy Smack, Jimmy 
Richards, Diane Ray, Mrs. Louis 
Boyer, Arthur Uttry, Percy Kilbride, 
Vina Bovy (Ile de France), 





ARRIVALS 


Germaine Aussey, George Cukor, 
William H. Weintraub, George Macy, 
Lionel Cotnareanu, Charles Bennett, 
Louis Rossini, Francis Salabert, 
Michael Balcon, Bernard Bogoulaw- 
ski, Rita de Plata, Wiere Bros., Irvin 
Marks, Mary Healy, Rudi Feld, J. W. 
Watts Phillips, Jackie Heller. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Elizabeth Allan. 

Mrs. Fred Astaire. 
Lionel Barrymore, 
Katharine Best. 

Ken Dolan. 

George Fox. 

Milton Hossfeldt. 
Charles Buddington Kelland. 
Myron Kirk. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 

Mitchell Leichter. 

Paul Lukas. 

Billy and Bobby Mauch. 
Dan Michaelove. 

W. T. Powers. 

Jean Rogers. 

E. J. Rosenberg. 

George J. Schaefer. 
Spyros Skouras. 

Ward Wheelock. 
Elizabeth. Wilson. 
Walter Winchell. 

Thyra Sampter Winslow. 
Ed Zabel. 





John Zanft. 
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A Letter From He"'wood 


+ 





By JOE LAURIE, Jr. 


Hollywood, March 16, 
Dear Joe: , 

Well, Mug, I hid the body in a 
sweat box and made the ride out 
here. Found the track muddy, but 
the sunshine will get it soon and in 
no time it will be Weather Clear— 
Track Fast for me. I never forget 
my vaudeville training; when things 
didn’t look so hot those days I'd just 
stick in the ‘pins’ and use the whip, 


I started on an outlaw track for 
Gus Sun, then ‘rated’ my act and 
hit the Loew time and then came 
down the stretch on the Big Circuit, 
You remember in the old vaudeville 
days when some mug would come 
out in one, stick his foot on a keyster 
and recite, ‘Life Is Like a Game of 
Cards.’ Well, this place reminds me 
of a track. And kid, this is a Big 
Track. They put up the biggest 
purses in the world. And there’s 
everybody in the world in the Grand 
Stand watchin’ you. The judges 
make plenty of mistakes, but they 
got the camera eye that tells ’em 
who to pay off on. 


They know from nothin’ about 
past performances, they judge a 
horse by the way he photographs, 
It’s screwey dope, but they end up 
with a profit. Some of the Jockey 
Club members never saw a horse 
before they got here, but you know 
the old sayin,’ ‘Beginner’s Luck.’ 
There’s plenty of losers out here 
and a lot of winners. When you're 
out in front you’re a favorite and 
get a good play, but boy, don’t lose 
three races in a row or you'll end 
up with a swimmin’ pool without 
water. 

There are a lot of touts around 
tryin’ to make an honest dollar, 
They tip you off to ‘Be Seen’— 
‘Make Connections’—Stick Around,’ 
usually played ‘across the board! 
They call ’em agents here, and some 
of ’em have good information and 
pull you out a winner. Then there 
are the guys who never picked a 
winner in their lives tryin’ to put 
you hep to the racket. You may as 
well pick ’em with a fork for one- 
two-three as to listen to them. 


Met a lot of the top jockeys here 
of the Vaudeville Handicap, looks 
like the front of the old Club House 
of the Palace. Some of ’em are ridin’ 
easy, others get a mount now and 
then, which keeps ’em in oat money 
and many of ’em are bootin’ in win- 
ners every day. Some of the jockeys 
have swell quarters while others 
sleep in the haymow with the sky 
for a blanket. They use rent an’ 
eatin’ for ‘spurs.’ Of course there’s a 
lot of good boys who can’t even get 
a mount, and some of ’em have been 
ruled off-for bad ridin.’ Many of 
‘em come here, get away fast, but 
lose ground in the stretch, don’t use 
their heads, and some of ‘em use 
‘blinders’ and don’t know where 
they’re goin’, Lots of kids here 
bringing the water buckets to the 
stalls and maybe get a chance to 
‘breeze ’em’ in the morning work- 
out. They call ’em extras. Some get 
too heavy when the trainer gives 
‘em the nod. They lead all the way 
up to about the 70-yard wire then go 
lame, can’t make it. 


The sun here does a guy a lot of 
good; it gives him hope, and hope 
gives him guts, and guts bring you 
in a winner. A new entry has big 
odds marked up against him. If ya 
have a flashy cap and blouse a lot 
of the natives will play you. There’s 
a new track here called ‘Radio Park,’ 
they’re puttin’ up swell purses and 
runnin’ nice cards, but most of the 
flesh are ‘platers. They got ‘gag 
files’ as the starter and Crossley as 
the judge. It’s a great place; you 
either ride the town or the town 
rides you. I’m goin’ to try and cash 
a few bets. Right now I am going 
down Main Street and have my 
Social Security number tattooed on 
my chest. I may have to use it for 
a shirt when I leave here . . . Sez 

Lefty. 





Metro’s Svensk Tenor 
Regina, Sask., March 16. 
Anders Timberg, Swedish tenor, 
who is one-nighting across Canada, 
will return to Hollywood after 
his Canadian tour to work for 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, he informed 
Variety in Regina. He auditioned in 
Hollywood while there early in the 
year. He sings in nine languages. ™ 
Box office for Timberg and Mary 
Ramsay, Scot pianist who tours with 
him, were poor in the west due }0 
the number of hockey play-offs pl4y- 
ing conflicitng dates. 
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Zukor and Cohn’s Story Cost Ideas 


Differ in ‘Letty 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Louis B. Mayer, Adolph Zukor and 
Harry Cohn testified to 
the legal accounting costs and profits 
on Metro’s 1932 release, ‘Letty Lyn- 
an order from the N. Y. 
court in connection 
action by Edward 
Mrs. Margaret Ayer 


in regard 


ton,’ under 
federal district 
with plagiarism 
Sheldon and 
Barnes. 

Special Master 
senting the court, 
N. Y. to file his report, on which 
exact amount of judgment in favor 
of plaintiffs will be based. Further 
testimony on cost items entering 
into production of ‘Lynton,’ which | 
plaintiffs proved to court’s satisfac- 
tion had infringed on their play, 
‘Dishonored Lady,’ will be taken in 
New York? 

Judgment was given the play- 
wrights aiter the U. S. circuit court 
of appeals overruled lower federal 
court's finding in defendants’ favor. 

Direct cost of picture, the account- 
ing here ascertained, according to 
plaintiffs’ attorneys, was $260.000. 


Auchinloss, repre- 
has returned to 


> 





Studio overhead and other items 
brought the gross cost up to around 
$900,000. Picture grossed $1,200.000. 

Plaintiffs’ attorneys attempted to 
fix the proportion of an average pic- 
ture’s cost fuctors as between story 
and other items through the three 
producers. 

Cohn testified that not over 5% of | 
a picture’s cost should be chargeable 
to story, whereas Zukor declared 
that the story item legitimately runs 
to 25%, with the remaining 75% go- 
ing to stars, direction, technicians 
and management. These divergent 
figures will bear considerable weight 
when the N. Y. court makes the final 
award. 


U GOING PERENNIAL 
ON JAMBOREE TUNER 


Hollywood, March 16. 


Universal is going annual with 
‘Broadway Jamboree.’ First was 
changed from ‘ Mister Broadway,’ 
which Buddy De Sylva will produce. 

Charles Grayson and Monte Brice 
are scripting the initialer. Jimmy 
McHugh and Harold Adamson are 
cleffing tunes. Cast includes Ken 
Murray and Oswald, Diamond Bros., 
Dave Appolon and his ork, Larry 
Blake and Ella Logan. 








CORIO’S PIX BIDS 


But Doesn’t Want to Be Typed in 
Negative Roles 





Philadelphia, March 16. 


Arthur Willi, RKO scout, has of- | 
fered Ann Corio a screen test and 
has promised that if successful. 
stripper may refuse unsympathetic 
roles. Miss Corio turned down the 
role of Belle Watley, street-strutter, 
in proposed production of ‘Gone with 
the Wind’ (Selznick), stripper insist- 
ing she does not want to be thus 
typed. 

Understood Miss Corio is partly 
responsible for nixing of Peggy Gar- 
cia’s burley debut at the Casino. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Long correspond- 
ence with Tom Phillips, prez of the 
Burlesque Artists Ass’ n, helped give 





Miss Garcia the sack. 





Peckham’s Not So Bad 


Sidelines in Between Pix 
Hollywood, March 16. | 





, New high in the unexpected, even 
or this burg, is set by new Par 
Contractee, Ted Peckham, dealer in 


male escorts. Lad doesn’t have to be 


} 
8éed to spiel about himself. | 
ey re going to build me into a | 
We xr male Peggy Joyce and Mae | 
€st.’ } » likes to say. | 
Beckinan has more sidelines than | 
Sridiron. Boys he manages order | 
<p brands of champagne, liquor, 


q@nd Peckham gets a cut from 
a — 2 tie-ups. 


Lynton’ Testimony 


REALTY BALLY 


to Figure How 
‘Locations’ 


Filmites Trying 
Cash in 


to 


March 
shooting 
Winkle,’ 


starrer, 


Holly wood, 

John Ford 
of ‘Wee Willie 
Temple’s current 
worth not far 
Good Earth’ was 
the district like 


16, 
exteriors 
Shirley 
at Chats- 
from where ‘The 
shot. Realtors in 
Jim Tully, Rowland 


is 


Lee, Francis Lederer, Al Jolson and 
Edward Everett Horton have been 
trying to figure out how they could 


cash in on their 
swamped by 


allure without being 
the peasantry. 


Zeppo Marx and Barbara Stan- 
wyck have beaten them to _ the 
punch by opening a training stable 
for race horses under the billing 
of the Marwyck Stables. 

Rest stuck with the slogan: ‘Go 
to see ‘The Good Earth’ at the 
Carthay Circle, but buy it here 


where it was made.’ 


Astaire-Lombard 
Costing RKO 4506 








Top Pix Co-Stars 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Fred Astaire and Carole Lombard 
form the highest salaried team in 
films. Pair have been signed 
RKO for ‘Damsel in Distress,’ with 
the actress receiving a_ reported 
$200,000. With Astaire’s salary un- 
derstood to be $250,000 per 
the combo in ‘Damsel’ 
to a half million for 
bracket. 


spells close 
the stellar 


| 


by | 





i 
NN in 


Distribs Holding "Em Back 
However—Not Worth It, 
for One Thing — Would 
Hurt Some Players, for 
Another — Valentino and 
‘Epics’ Out of Circulation 


NDIE EXt 
DEPT. al 








CHEAP BALLY STUFF 


The ing demand for 1 
of old silents is not being 
by the major 


2ZTrow eissue 
answered 
film companies. They 
prefer to lIect ’em yellow the 
vaults. Fad for showing the 
| silents, especially those of the meller 


in 


type, has been growing as a stunt 
for private parties. Department 
stores also have been using ’em, 


when available, for free showing to 
customers as sales-counter lure. 
Only one Valentino pic, ‘Monsieur 
Beaucaire,’ is now available, and 
that only to schools and through the 
Modern Film Library, founded few | 
years back with $100,000 from 
Rockefeller Foundation with purpose 
of preserving American pictorial art. 
All other Valentino films have been 
removed from circulation. Yester- 
year ‘epics’ such as ‘Covered Wagon,’ 


‘Birth of a Nation,’ ‘Hunchback of 


Notre Dame’ and ‘Phantom of Opera’ 


are likewise out of circulation. 


Only silents that may be had are! 


| the inferior sort of westerns and 
light slapstick comedies, mostly with- 
out names of any sort. 


Companies claim they’ve bottled 
up the old prints for variety of rea- 
sons. Firstly, claim exhibs squawk 


when silents are released for private 


| or free showings, charging the oldies 


flicker, | 


Miss Lombard’s appearance with | 
Astaire in the RKO feature is out- | 


side her Paramount contract, which 
calls for nine “ in three years. 


EDWARD SMALL CUTTING 


PRODUCER TIES AT RKO 


pop up with all manner of pecuniary | 
claims, and that depression receiver- | 





Hollywood, March 16. 
Edward Small is leaving the RKO 
lot as a producer when 


he com-| 


pletes two pictures scheduled to go | 


before the cameras shortly. 


Pictures are ‘New Faces of 1937’ 
and ‘Super Sleuth.’ Small figures 
on getting finished up around May 


1 and then will go to England to 
make one pic with Harry Goetz, 
starring Robert Donat for United 


Artists release. 





Heating Up Vallee Deal 


Hollywood, March 16. 





| York last week. Miss Fields’ 


constitute competition that is unjus- 
tified. That was true few months ago 
when Gimbels’ store in Philadelphia 


ancient | 


ran well ballyhooed string of silents | 


as customer-bait. Store 
theatres by reminding 


answered 


that many | 


were in opposish against the mer-| 


chants by giving away crockery, etc. 
But the companies releasing the old 
| Prints had no alibi to offer exhibs. 
Players’ Angle 

Other angles that companies have 
are that contracts for players 
many of the oldies were loosely 
drawn up, and that in event of re- 
vivals, some of the troupers would 


(Continued on page 11) 


GRACIE FIELDS—IN AND OUT 


Comedienne aap $760,000 a Year— 
Even if U. S. Doesn’t Know Her 
Gracie Fields, England's No. 1 
comedienne, now in Hollywood on a 
quickie before she returns this sum- 
mer to make a picture for 20th 
Century-Fox, freely spoke of her 
fancy income when she was in New 
free 'n’ 


| easy manner of computing her show 


biz revenue, from divers sources, 
approximating $760,000 yearly, 


as 


stag- 


|} gers even a Hollywood salary. 


Rudy Vallee’s attorney, Hyman 
Bushell. is expected again on the 
Coast this week to negotiate a new 
picture deal at Warners for the 
crooner. 

Projected one-picture deal, which | 


has been hanging fire, cooled off last 


week after Bushel had conferred 
with WB execs. He returned to N. 
Y. March 10. 


ee s Trio 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Don Ameche is set for the lead in 
three films for 20th Century-Fox. 
Films soon to hit the cameras are 
‘Last Year’s Kisses’ with Alice Faye. 
‘Love Under Fire’ opposite Loretta 
Young, and ‘Thin Ice’ next to Sonja 
Henie. 





Ada Leonard to RKO 

Ada Leonard, colored 

has been signed to a termer by RKO 

in New York. Miles Ingalls, 
International, agented, 


songstress, 


of 


| been here 


Miss Fields is looking over 
wood and then returns for 
Coronation, coming back to make 
her film around July. Monte Banks, 
her favorite English director, has 
for some time prenaring 

He accompanied her to 


Holly- 
the 


the details. 


| the Coast. 


Miss Fields was properly cock tail- 


partied by the 20th-Fox home office 
publicists. but confiidentally told 
Variety that, on her only previous 
American visit, in 1930, for two 
| weeks at the Palace, she didn’t click, 
because the American vaudeville 
fans didn’t ‘get’ her. ~ 

On the economic breakdown—to 
add up to that staggering $760,000 
Miss Fields recounted for disks, 
| variety, film, radio and allied en- 
gag vents, although admitting that 
| her gramophone records don't sell 
in America. nor have her films meant 
anything outside of the United 


Kingdom. 


Lancashire comedienne admits to 


She reports on the Coast April 4. 139 years of age. 


| formance in January for her part in 


} 


-_— 


FREAK DEMAND FOR SILEN 








Revised Alien 


AS Hays Lawyer Hess Pans Any 


Talent Bill as 


Disastrous to U. §. Pix Abroad 


DOUBLE SUIT 


Author's Story Infringed On 
By WB and Col? 


Same 


tight to examine before trial by 
deposition or in person officers of 
Warner Bros. and Columbia Pictures 
was granted last week by N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice Levy to Ferdi- 
nand Voteur, writer, who is suing 
both corporations for a total of 
$1,250,000 for alleged plagiarism. 


Voteur alleges the plot of his story 
‘Ressurection Morning’ was used by 
Warners in its picture, ‘Walking 
Dead.’ He seeks $250,000 on this, 
claim. Columbia, he avers, used the 
plot in its film, “The Man Who Lived 
Twice,’ and wants $1,000,000 for this 
alleged ‘theft.’ He claims both com- 
panies produced their pictures after 
rejecting his story. Both defendants 
have entered general denials. 


GUILD'S HANDS 
‘CROSS THE SEA: 





Hollywood, March 16. 
Members of the Screen Actors 
Guild are being asked by the organ- | 


ization execs to sign a_ reciprocal 
agreement with the British Actors | 
Equity Association which provides | 


that Englishmen working in pix here 
must join the local Guild and vice | 
versa for Americans abroad. 

In order to become binding, 60% 
of each membership must sign the | 
instrument, which also provides that | 
members are exempt from paying | 
dues to their home order while vis- 
iting. 





HENIE AND HALL’S JAN. 
ACTORS’ GUILD AWARDS 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Sonja Henie won the Screen 
Actors Guild award for the best per- 


‘One in a Million’ (20th-Fox). 

Porter Hall received the support- | 
ing plaver award for his work in | 
‘The Plainsman’ (Par). 





Hoss Losses Drives WB 
Musician to End His Life, 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Victor Bredis, 33, Warner Bros. 
studio musician, 
by inhaling exhaust gas in his parked | 
car outside Los Angeles, | 
He left a note telling of his heavy 
gambling losses on the races. | 





| 


Arthur Aiding Le Baron 


Hollywood, March 16. 


George Arthur, recently upped 
from head of Paramount's cutting 
department to associate producer, 
has been named editorial assistant 
to William Le Baron, managing di- 
rector of Paramount product 

Currently, Arthur is producing 
‘Last 


Train from Madrid.’ 


Evreinoff for H’ wood 


Nicholas’ Evreinoff, whose ‘The 
Chief Thing’ was produced by the 
Theatre Guild in 1926, may go U.S 
pix via Frieda Fishbein and Ruth 
Allen. 

3esides authoring ‘Chief Thing.’ he 
is an actor, novelist, director at the 
Champs Elysee Theatre, Paris, and | 
pix megger for Osso Films, Central | 


Cinematographique 
now io Paris. 


and Melovox. mT 


| recognized 


| artist mav 
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Washington, March 16. 

A revised alien actor bill, which 
would blue-penvil the much criti- 
cized ‘reciprocal tariff’ clause, last 
week drew equally harsh opposition 
from the motion picture’ industry 
and took its place on the legislative 
toboggan. Scurrying to provide a 
new measure, which possibly might 
rally some support from the House 
Immigration Committee, Revresen- 
tative Samuel Dickstein of New York 
sustained a second slap in the face 
from the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors of America, Inc. on 
his amended legislation. 

The new bill, according to Gabriel 
M. H jiays counsel, would have 
‘disastrous effects’ on the. entire 
American film industry, and was just 
as unworkable as the original meas- 
ure. In some respects the bill would 
be ‘worse,’ Hess said, in his state- 


ment which was filed with the House 
committee after Chairman Dickstein 
| refused to let him reavpear in re- 
buttal to charges made by the bill’s 
supporters. 


After slamming the ‘very inept 
language’ of Section 1 of the new 
measure-—a weakness which was 


pointed out by a State Department 
expert during the final session—Hess 
pointed out that no distinction is 
in the latest Dickstein 
bill between artists who might want 
to come to the U. S. as quota immi- 
rants and those who wish to come 
as temporary visj The new bill 
gives the Secretis gapor the 
discretion to decide whether the 
come in permanently or 
temporarily and applies the same 
test in each case ‘namely, the test 
similar qualifications,’ he pointed 
out. 

Ballyhoo that 
make it easier 
cure high-class 


prs. 


of 


the new bill would 
for producers to se- 
foreign talent was 
scoffed at by the Hays attorney. 
If anything, it would be harder on 


(Continued on page 21) 
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25-MINUTE RADIO EXCERPT OF LOVE IS 
NEWS’ LEAVES DOUBT OF B.0. BUILDUP 


Does It Whet or Kill Film Fan sar Pais Heusen tls It Wise! 
to Risk a $250,000 and Upwards Film Invest- 
ment by Radio Capsule Treatment? 


+ 


By BOB LANDRY 

In a 25-minute ‘excerpt’ last Fri- 
day (12) night on the Campbell soup 
program (‘Hollywood Hotel’), the 
whole story and plot, including the 
final clinch, of 20th Century-Fox’s 
‘Love Is News’ was broadcast. It 
provides the contrast of a straight 
dialog film with a musical such as 
‘On The Avenue,’ which was re- 
cently excerpted by the same adver- 
tiser’s program and it again focuses 
attention upon the still-unanswered 
question: ‘What effect does such a 
radio broadcast have upon thea- 
tre attendance?’ 

Radio pretty thoroughly squeezed 
out all the plot values and so the 
trade will be quick to wonder if 
the public, its curiosity fully ap- 
peased, will want or care to see the 
full cinematic version. Exhibitors 
will judge that for themselves and 
will no doubt not be backward in 
expressing themselves if they feel 
that the grosses on ‘Love Is News’ 
are below what the playdates and 
the quality of the picture would 
anticipate. 

‘Love Is News’ has a lively comedy 
situation which is developed for lots 
of laughs. These were brought out 
strongly by the radio program. As 
to the quality of the sample given 
tue public there could be little doubt 
—radio made the story seem funny 
and clever. Point of controversy and 
conjecture would be that radio gave 
the public too complete a sample 
and left nothing to whet the curi- 
osity to know how it ended. 


Free for the Air 


Average pictures cost $250,000, or 
better, to make from script germ 
to delivery can. ‘Love Is News’ is 
rated above average as entertain- 
ment. Trade paradox arises in that 
an important property which, even 
at minimum production costs, rep- 
resents a small fortune, is given, 
entirely free, to a commercially- 
sponsored radio program that con- 
verts it into 25 minutes as filler— 
a strong filler granted—on an hour 
variety program. 

Naturally, the presumed publicity 
and ballyhoo value of the broadcast 
is the reason and the excuse. Cer- 
tainly, radio is one of the greatest 
advertising impacts upon millions of 
people that is available to the film 
biz. No glib or simple explanation 
can be intelligently advanced, pro or 
con. It urgently needs a good deal 
of careful studying. Even if it is as- 
sumed that a substantial number of 
those that heard ‘Love Is News’ have 
been deprived of any desire to see 
the film there might be advantages 
to compensate. Perhaps they will 
talk about it to their friends, stir 
up interest in the amusing plot 
situations, and in that manner have 
an indirect influence for the good 
on theatre attendance. 

Right now the question is clouded 
by theory rather than illuminated 
by fact. To start with; nobody knows 
how many people heard the pro- 
gram. That fact is vital. Essential, 
too, is its relation to the playdates 
already played or about to be 
played within a week or two of the 
broadcast. 


‘SEA HAWK’ BACK AT 
WARNERS FOR REMAKE 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Warners will remake ‘The Sea 
Hawk’ with Errol Flynn in the top 
spot. First National made the film in 
1924, starring Milton Sills. 

Hal Wallis, back from New York, 
is working out a production estimate 
for the picture. 


Henigson Back at U? 


Henry Henigson planed 














in from 


the Coast first of this week to confer | 


with picture officials on a new Hol- 
lywood spot. It is reputed that ne- 
gotiations are under way _ which 





Par Show Starts 28th 


Hollywood, March 16. 
‘Paramount on Parade,’ Para- 
mount studio’s own sustaining pro- 
gram, debuts March 28. 


Was to have gone on the air Sun- 
day (14), but postponed because 
network clearance wasn’t completed. 


Roxy and 20th 
Undecided on 
‘Love Aircast 








The answer to the value of radio 
advertising for films will be had 
when the radio plugging can con- 
vert a so-so picture into a general 


box office click. The records so far 
show no such result. 


That’s a summation of presently 
ascertained film opinion. 

Anent the broadcast on ‘Love Is 
News, both 20th Century-Fox and 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y., can’t make 
up their minds. The broadcast was 
held Friday (12) night. ‘Love Is 
News’ was playing in the country’s 
theatres for some time prior to the 
broadcast on the picture. Box of- 
fice records, therefore, are available 
to show that this film was a click 
before the broadcast took place. At 
the time of the broadcast, the film 
was starting its second week of a 
three-week engagement at the 
Roxy. On the film’s first week at 
this theatre, and prior to the broad- 
cast, ‘Love Is News’ grossed $43,000, 
a decidedly flattering figure. It’s 
estimated that on its second and 
current week, ‘Love Is News’ will 
gross approximately $33,000. This 
is a nice figure also. 

The opinions of both 20th and the 
Roxy provide competent view of 
the distributing and exhibition end 
on ‘Love Is News.’ 

Not even radio, however, dares 
overlook that weather alibi. Snow 
and rain cut down the weekend 
take at the Roxy. 

Which proves, of course, that 
miracles are not to be expected 
rom radio. 

This brings up the situation also 
that fundamentally entertainment 
tastes in radio and on the screen 
are correlative; that the type of 
film to be ethered has much to do 
with the returns. There’s no argu- 
ment on this point, as the trade sees 
it. 


eos Goodin’ s Radio 
Draft Hypos B’way Par 


One indication of radio and the 
box office is powerfully demon- 
strated at the Paramount, N. Y., 
where Benny Goodman’s swing band, 
as the pit show, is carrying a weak 
picture to smash business. Grossing 
$57,000 the first week, holding strong 
to around $45,000 the second, and 
going a third week for a 21-day 
run, the Goodman pull, largely at- 
tributable to his air listeners, is 
given majority credit for the busi- 
ness rather than ‘Maid of Salem.’ 

What is almost conclusive proof 
to the Par management that Good- 
man is bringing the business, is the 
fact that on the midnight shows for 
screening of picture only, the gross 
drops to almost nothing. When the 
house has a strong picture it does 
okay midnight biz. Big bargain 
matinee crowds, mostly of young 
folks, also prove that Goodman is 
doing the attracting. 


US ANALYSIS 
OF ITS ‘TOWN’ 
AIRCASTS 


Universal will watch the reaction 
of the forthcoming broadcast of “Top 
of the Town’ on the Hollywood Hotel 
program next Friday (19) with more 
than casual incerest, for two reasons. 
First is that the musical will be open- 
ing shortly afterwards in many key 
spots throughout the nation. The 
second is that it further tips as to 
the airwave bally for productions 
that need unusual exploitation. 

It also is expected to establish 
whether pictures having a number 
of radio names in cast is helpful to 
the b.o. ‘Town’ has a number of air- 
wave personalities, known to radio 
listeners, but comparative new- 
comers to films. 




















Levine’s Rep Windup 





Hollywood, March 16. 

Nat Levine, former production 
head of Republic, now supervising 
the cutting of his last film ‘The Hit 
Parade,’ is journeying eastward soon 
to sail for London, 

He plans to leave around March 
30 with his son, Arthur. 


Those March 15 Blues 


Many picture company home of- 
fices merely went through the mo- 
tions Monday (15) as various de- 
partments and individuals joined the 
last-minute rush to beat the federal 
income tax deadline. 














Hollywood Sends 23 Commercials 
Cross Country, Latest Count Reveals 





Hollywood, March 16, 

Importance of the west coast as 
an origination point of transcontinen- 
tals was given further emphasis last 
week when two more shows were 
skeded for the west-to-east air ride. 
Added starters are Chevrolet and 
Nash. 

National Broadcasting holds a 
slight lead over Columbia in the 
number of originating commercials, 
the total being 13 against 10. Airing 
east on NBC’s blue and red webs 
> 

Jello (Jack Benny). 

Ry-Krisp (Marion Talley), 

Jergens (Walter Winchell). 








would return him to Universal as! 


general manager, though no pact has 
been signatured as yet. 

Henigson will be in N. Y. for about 
a week, 


Chase & Sanborn (Haven Mac- 
Quarrie), 

Pepsodent (Amos ’n’ Andy), 

Horlicks (Lum and Abner). 

Packard (Fred Astaire). 

American Can (Ben Bernie). 

Procter & Gamble (Jimmie Fidler). 

Kraft (Bing Crosby). 

Campana (First Nighter). 


National Biscuit (Broderick- 
Moore). 

Oldsmobile (Irvin S. Cobb). 

By the end of the month the net 
will be sending two sustainers across 
the country. They are Paramount on 
Parade and Elza Schallert’s picture 
interviews. Tommy Harris, spon- 
sored by Moonglow, trails off at Chi- 
cago. 

With debut of the Nash Speed 
Show April 3, CBS will have 10 on 
the network. Loss of Burns and 
Allen to NBC will be compensated 
by the acquiring of the National Bis- 
cuit show. Here’s the CBS lineup: 

Cocomalt (Joe Penner), 

Chevrolet’ (Rubinof?f). 

Texaco (Eddie Cantor). 

Gillette (Milton Berle). 

Lux (guest stars). 

Rinso-Lifebuoy (Al Jolson). 

Campbell Soup (Burns and Allen). 

Campbell Soup (Hollywood Hotel). 

Nash (Grace Moore), 

Camels (Jack Oakie). 








How Radio Affected 


‘Love Is News’ was variously 
affected by the ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ (Campbell) broadcast 
last Friday (12) when the air 
program etherized a tabloidiza- 
tion of the 20th-Fox film. Sev- 
eral key city reports of busi- 
ness, following the broadcast, 
are appended: 

OK. in Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., March 16. 
Reaction favorable on ‘Love 

Is News’ radio show. Word-of- 
mouth on both radio and film 
is helping the gross at the RKO 
PalJace, packing them in over 
the weekend. 

Evansville Ditto 
Evansville, Ind., March 16. 
‘Love Is News’ was capacity 

all day Sunday. Critics opined 
it a fast moving farce with its 
newspaper angles far-fetched, 
but the local manager thinks 
the star names the big draw 
and that radio helped. ‘Plough 
and the Stars’ is only opposi- 
tion, 











B.O. Boon to Boston 
Boston, March 16. 

‘Love Is News’ business 
picked up noticeably Saturday 
and Sunday following the ‘Hol- 
lywood Hotel’ broadcast. Man- 
agement suspects it helped, and 
is certain it did not detract, 
based on favorable experience 
with the recent ‘Sea Devils’ 
broadcast. 





Montreal Unaffected 
Montreal, March 16. 
‘Love Is News’ had adverage 
reaction over the week-end and 
so far seems unaffected by the 
radio tabloidization. Biz the 
average, though good. 





Balte Indif 
Baltimore, March 16. 

Friday night’s ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ (CBS) broadcast of ‘Love 
Is News’ neither crimped nor 
cascaded biz being done by the 
film here. Management of the 
Ncw, downtown firstrunner, 
where pic is in h.o. week, says 
the airing displayed no box- 
official e-sect. 

















RESERVE DECISION ON 
RKO’S $600,000 NOTES 


N. Y. Federal Judge William 
Bondy. reserved decision yesterday 
(16) on the petition of Irving Trust 
Co., as trustee for RKO, for an order 
directing the payment of $600,000 of 
first lien secured notes. O. C. Doer- 
ing, counsel for the trustee, told the 
Court notes could be paid partly 
with the $250,000 at present deposited 
with Chemical Bank & Trust Ce., 
and the remainer by the producing 
end of RKO which, he stated, has a 
$2,000,000 working fund. He claimed 
immediate payment would save in- 
terest amounting to $3,000 a month. 

Col. Rickabee, proponent of the 
reorganization plan, opposed the pe- 
tition on behalf of the Atlas Corp., 
and stated that Leo Spitz, president 
of RKO, was also against the pay- 
ment, feeling that it would mean 
serious depletion of production 
funds. Others opposing the petition 
were attorneys for extended note 
holders and Stewart Updike, of 
Time, Inc., holder of extended notes, 
who objected on the ground that it 
would delay reorganization. 


JOE BREEN IN N. Y. 
FOR HAYS REPORT 


Joseph I. Breen, in charge of the 
western code administration office of 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors, arrives in New York this 


week for conferences with Will 
Hays. Recapitulation of his office’s 
work in the past year will be given 
final once-over and plans outlined 
for coming year for submission to 
the annual meeting of Hays office, 
March 29, during these confabs. 


Whether any material changes in 
purity code regulations are contem- 
plated was not revealed, though this 
is considered extremely unlikely in 
view of satisfaction expressed by 
producer-distributor companies as 
well as exhibs. 








UP BEFORE 
MPTOA 


Miami, March 16, 


Exhibitors meeting here at the 
convention of the MPTOA were 
cautioned by Ed Kuykendall, pregj. 
dent of the organization, that the 
issue over radio stars appearing fre. 
quently on national radio hook-ups 
is one immediately to be regulated 
in the interest of the theatre box. 
offices by Hollywood producers, 

In his opening address of the 
convention today, Kuykendall said: 

‘Radio competition is much dis. 
cussed. This problem has severa] 
angles, each angle having its good 
and bad points. One cf the curious 
twists of the current controversy igs 
the attitude taken by certain sec. 
ond rate motion picture stars who 
have loudly proclaimed that their 
screen prestige and success have 
been ruined by poor stories, direc. 
tion and production. Yet these 
same stars leap at the chance to 
appear on the radio with hastily 
thrown together stories and quickly 
forget their prestige. 

‘Again, how often do we hear of 
the objection of a star to make more 
than three or four pictures a year 
because it will cheapen them with 
their public! Yet they are quite will- 








a year and expect us to believe it 
does not hurt them at the box office. 
Then, there is the use of dramatic 
material for screen production in 
radio broadcasts. It is true the 
screen has an inherent advantage 
over other methods of story telling, 


and how well told, inevitably be- 
comes uninteresting after you have 
heard it several times. 


Killing Off the Story? 


‘Yet the producers are permit- 
ting the use of current picture plots 
and scripts on radio. Are you one 
of those who think the publicity is 
worth the damage to the boxoffice 
by this repetition? The answer is 
highly controversial. I take the 
position that to try to bar any and 
all screen stars from the radio is 
impossible and _= stupid. On the 
other hand, the unrestricted and 
unlimited use of streen personali- 
ties and dramatic material on radio 
programs is equally foolish and 
stupid. Many authorities in this in- 
dustry have been and are still 
working on this problem, but very 
little actual progress is apparent. 
Exhibitor organizations all over this 
country have protested the broad- 
casts of stars at the same hour they 
appear on the screen, taking many 
dollars from the theatre box office. 
Unless the studios who have val- 
uable. property rights involved 
wake up and exercise reasonable 
control in such situations, they will 
inevitably find that the public, 
speaking through the box office and 
film rentals, will show them their 
mistake. By that time the star in- 
volved will be on the way out. 
There must be more discretion and 
common sense used in the use of 
screen material and talent on the 
radio. They could be helpful to 
each other.’ 


RKO Vs. WB on Same Idea 


Hollywood, March 16. 

RKO is racing with Warners to 
release a picture about trained dogs 
leading the blind. 

Cliff Reis is having a script rushed 
for ‘The Seeing Eye’ to catch up with 
Bryan Foy’s film, on a similar theme, 
now in work at Warners, 

















Fonda in WB Pic 


Hollywood, March 16. 


Henry Fonda goes to Warners 0D 
loanout from Walter Wanger to play 
the lead Opposite Bette Davis in “That 
Certain Woman.’ 

Edmund Goulding, who will direct, 
is washing up the script. 


Van Schmus’ R.R. Mishap 


Chicago, March 16. 

W. G. Van Schmus, managing 
director of Radio City Music Hall, 
cracked a bone in his hand in 4 
peculiar accident over the weekend 
while traveling east on the Sante Fe. 
Train lurched and threw him 
against the seat, breaking 2 smal 
bone on the back of the h 
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| {ONDON DOPES 


“QSTRERS OUT 
—ONGB 


London, March 16. 

Analysis of that Gaumont-British 
tangle indicates one avenue for the 
Ostrers from the apparently well- 
muddled situation, and that is to 
maneuver for the purchase of 20th 
Century-Fox company’s interest in 
G-B. After this the Ostrers might 
effect a deal with John Maxwell. 

However, whether 20th Century- 
Fox will consider disposing of its 
equity in G-B, and on what terms, 
is among the prime matters of con- 
sideration, it would seem, to the 
Ostrers at present. 

How and where the Ostrers should 
acquire backing for such a venture 
of course cannot be detailed. The 
Lord Portal interests have been 
anxious previously to acquire 20th- 
Fox’s interest in G-B, and they may 
be still eyeing things in this same 
direction. 

Indications are that Sidney R. 
Kent, president of 20th Century-Fox, 
may be in London around the middle 
of April. 


UA EXECS IN 
PROD. HUDDLE 


Hollywood, March 16. 

- With Dr. A. H. Giannini, president 
and chairman of the board of direc- 
tors presiding, company producers 
of United Artists, members of the 
board and eastern execs held a 
series of production meetings last 
week. At one of the sessions, 
George J. Schaefer, v. p. and gen- 
eral sales manager, stressed exhibi- 
tor angles on pictures. 

During the huddles, proposed pic- 
tures were examined from story and 
player perspective for box office 
values. Proposition of taking on new 
producers to augment the present 
releases was discussed. Expenditures 
on proposed pictures, particularly 
those of Samuel Goldwyn and Selz- 
nick-International, were scrutinized. 

In attendance were Arthur Kelly, 
foreign head of United Artists; 
James Mulvey, Goldwyn exec; Low- 
ell V. Calvert, general sales manager 
for S-I; Walter Wanger, Goldwyn; 
David O. Selznick, besides Giannini 











‘and Schaefer. 





Spitz Becomes K-A-0 
Board Chairman on 
Aylesworth’s Leaving 


Leo Spitz, president of RKO, also 
is chairman of the board of Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum, chief theatre sub- 
sidiary of RKO, and the B. F. Keith 
Corp., succeeding in this respect, 
M. H. Aylesworth, who resigned to 
become a member of the managing 
board of the Scripps-Howard news- 
Papers. Spitz was formally elected 
chairman of the two subsidiaries on 
Monday (15). 

The KAO Board also has declared 
a dividend of $1.75 per share, out 
of capital surplus, on the 7% cu- 
mulative convertible preferred stock 
of the subsidiary for the quarter 
ended Sept. 30, 1933, payable on 
April 7, this year, to stockholders 


of record at close of business on 
March 26. 


MacLEAN LOOKS TO 
STAY ON WITH GN 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Producer Douglas MacLean will 
Probably close a deal to continue 
with»Grand National on March 18. 
Calls for four pictures over a period 
of 15 months. 
‘ Productions will be partially 
oe by MacLean with GN un- 
oe. ting the balance. Old arrange- 
omy was originally for two pictures 
oT calle either party right to dis- 
Was mue after ‘2314 Hours to Leave’ 
is Produced, as both were dissat- 

ed with that setup. 











wih Gan resumed negotiations 
“ to continue affiliati 
Propositions iliation after 


of David Selznick and 
a Loew withered. 





To the M. P. T. O. A. 


From JOHN C. FLINN 





You are meeting in Miami this week to dis- 
cuss matters of common interest. 

Your association officers will reveal to you 
correspondence which has been exchanged 
between them and the major distributors con- 
cerning the past year’s negotiations over the 
10-point program of trade practices. A com- 
mittee will draft resolutions proposing con- 
tinuation of the distrib-exhib discussions for 
uniformity of contracts and abolishment of 
certain claimed ‘unfair, or antiquated, prac- 
tices which are holdovers from the catch-as- 
catch-can days, 

Real progress 
point issue. 


has been made on the 10- 


You will all have a good time, some golf, 
some speculation, and very little sleep. 

You will have less sleep if you tackle the 
real issues of the moment in the exhibition 
business. You will be kept awake by concern 
over the present trends in your business. You 
may even be aroused to do something about 
them. 


The exhibition business is in jeopardy—in 
greater danger than it has ever been. The 
wolf at the door is not listed in your 10 points. 
It scarcely has been more than whispered 
among you in any word or phrase propor- 
tionate to its menace, 

There is not one wolf threatening your box- 
office—there are millions of them; 21,000,000 
of them. They are in American homes. Over 
these radio sets the public nightly is receiving 
FREE the personalities and entertainment 
which you are trying to SELL. 


How long do you think you can keep going 
against that kind of competition? A little 
while? Yes. But maybe not quite as long as 
two-a-day vaudeville withstood the competi- 
tion of continuous vaudeville and pictures, 
sold to the public at picture prices. 

Two-a-day vaudeville never returned to its 
position of prestige after it became three and 
four-a-day. And vaudeville finally disap- 
peared completely. 


There was a time, not so long ago either, 
since all of you remember it and some of you 
were part of it, when the American legitimate 
theatre was a thriving national institution. It 
was a big business, a grand business, of grand 
people on and off. ; 

But legit at $2 couldn’t compete with films 
at 25c. 


And you, the operators of 10,000 sound- 
equipped theatres, are battling a tougher com- 
petition than either legit or vaudeville ever 
combated. 

You are trying to sell what radio—and 21,- 


000,000 receiving sets—is giving away. 

You pay top film rentals for good pictures, 
the box-office returns from which supply your 
rent, depreciation, overhead and profit, when 
these same pictures, acted by the same play- 
ers, singing the same songs, are offered free 
to the homes of your customers and weeks be- 
fore you try to sell them in your theatre. 


How long do you think you can stand the 
gaff? . 

You answer it. 

They 


cy 
sv 


so far as to say that filmusicals, 
bereft of radio plugging of its songs, cannot 
now succeed. ‘That’s phoney. Good stage 
musicals, prior to radio, were known, loved 
and whistled all over the country. It took 
longer to sell them, but they stayed sold long- 
er than their present day counterparts. 

Radio grabs a good tune, gives it thousands 
of quick airings. Radio plays it morning, 
noon and night—and drops it like a 
boy friend. 


The machinery of picture distribution can- 
not keep step with the speed of radio. Radio 
may help filmusicals in their first runs, but in 
three months most melodies so plugged are 
dead. The amortized life of a film in the do- 
mestic field is 15 months. Just what do sub- 
sequent run houses, therefore, obtain from 
the radio-film tieup? 





They tell you that radio advertises the pic- 
ture, creates an audience demand. ‘That the 
public will flock to your box-office for an at- 
traction which already has been given over 
the radio when, at last, it is put on sale at 
regular or advanced prices, 


Don’t be a chump. 

The only thing radio advertises is the prod- 
uct of the sponsor. 

As business men in a hard business, you 
know you don’t get something for nothing. 

The only free ride in show business is to the 
sheriff's office. 


You know that the economic cause for the 
double bill, newsreel, two shorts, bank night 
and a free automobile, for one price of admis- 
sion, is a frantic effort to fight off the stiffest 
competition you have ever faced. 


Why not do something about it now? 
Next year may be too late. 

You know what you should do. 
Then do it. 


Don’t worry about the future of radio. 
It can take care of itself, 
And how! : 





$7,900,000 NET 
FOR 20TH SEEN 


Mayer, Bernstein, Rubin’s 
Big In on Loew’s Stock 


Washington, March 16. 





COAST POWWOW 
ON M-GS BRIT. 


busted | 


RKO'S 48 FOR'37-8 
T0 COST UP TO 
570,000,000 


Indications that RKO-Radio 
a of 48 films 
for the 1937-38 season, exclusive of 
around six westerns. The program, 
at this point, is held to contemplate 
inclusion of two films starring Joe E. 
Brown, to be produced by David 
Loew, and three films starring Bobby 
Breen, to be produced by Sol Lesser, 
| Exclusive of the Breen and Brown 
films, RKO’s production budget prob- 
ably will run around $16,000,000 to 
$20,000,000, 

The coming program is among the 


most ambitious to have been planned 
by RKO. 


BERMAN'S NEW 
3-YR. RKO PACT 





are 


will offer program 











Hollywood, March 16. 

Pandro Berman has signed a new 
three-year with RKO as 
producer. His 1937-’38 slate calls for 
six major films. 

First to go will be ‘Vivacious 
Lady,’ solo for Ginger Rogers, to be 
directed by George Stevens. ‘Stage 
Door,’ New York legit play by Geo, 
S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber, is also 
under his aegis for direction by 
Gregory LaCava. Cast will include 
Ginger Rogers, Katharine Hepburn 
and Burgess Meredith. 

Berman also holds rein on the 
next Fred Astaire picture, ‘Damsel 
In Distress,’ with music by George 
and Ira Gershwin. Stevens directs, 
Others are ‘Irene,’ with Ginger 
Rogers in the name role, un untitled 
film for Astaire based on the career 
of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Castle, and 
a Lily Pons feature. 


contract 





Stock Ownership, 
Salaries Disclosed 
In U’s Annual Report 





Stock ownership and fees paid cer- 
tain stars and executives of Univer- 
sal Pictures Co., Inc., was reported 
to the N. Y. Stock Exchange Mon- 
day (15) the same day that the an- 
nual meeting of the same company 
was being held in Wilmington. That 
100% of the second preferred stock 
and about 91.6% of the common is 
owned by Universal Corp., the com- 
pany set up by Standard Capital (J, 
Cheever Cowdin) and Charles R. 
Rogers, was revealed in the report 
to the exchange. Gruntal & Co.,, 
stock exchange firm, was listed as 
owning 10.7% of the first preferred 











BY WALL ST. 


Spirited advance of 20th Century- 
Fox stocks in past week’s market 
is based on Wall Street belief that 
the company’s annual financial state- 
ment, due this week, would make 
better reading than anticipated. Re- 
ports current in the street yester- 
day (Tues.) were that 20th-Fox net 
profit would hit $7,500,000 and pos- 
sibly top that figure. Earlier esti- 
mates had indicated net in excess 
of $6,000,000, but not this high. 


The big push in z0th-Fox common 
and preferred, which shot up the 
common nearly four points and lat- 
ter about five, was all the more sen- 
sational because generated when 
the general market was selling low- 
er and most picture issues were go- 
ing in the opposite direction. 


It was generally believed in the 
street that the company would show 
approximately $3 per common share 
net profit, after taking care of $1.50 
annual payments on each preferred 
share and other requirements. Twen- 
tieth-Fox earned only 
common in 1935, when the net in- 
come was $3,.090.135. The company 
had previously reported its net op- 
erating income at $4,600,534 for the 
26 weeks ending in July last vear. 

The company paid a dividend of 





86c. on the | 


Three Metro executives last month 
exercised options to pick up Loew 
stock at less than half of the current 
market price, Securities and 
Exchange Commission disclosed 
Wednesday (10). 

Throwing new light on transac- 
tions of insiders, Commish an- 
nounced that Louis B. Mayer, David 
Bernstein, and J. Robert Rubin took 
advantage of ground-floor oppor- 
tunities and bought 13,890 shares at 
$35. Deal occurred on Feb. 25 when 
the tickets were selling on the New 


still 
shares. 





Dave Ostrer on Coast 


Holly wood, March 16. 

David Ostrer, son of Mark, presi- 
dent of Gaumont-British, here 
quietly. 

Says he is here simply to study 
Hollywood production methods and 
has no bones to pick or chatter to 
dish on the G-B London financial 
mess. That's his story and he’s stick- 
ing to it. 





is 





50c. on the common early this month 
as well as paying the usual quarterly 
of 37'4c. on the preferred. Directors 
paid out $2 on the common near the 





| close of 1936 and made liberal bonus | 


| distribution to its employes at the 
| end of the year. 


York exchange for around $75. Trio | 
has similar options on 22,220 


PROD. PLANS 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Ben Goetz, Ben Thau and Bob 
Ritchie, who arrived here from Lon- 


don this week, are talking hot and 
fast with Louis B. Mayer regarding 
the proposed Metro production plans 
| in London, 

Primary concern is to get two first 
films under way. It looks certain 
that Sidney Franklin will direct 
Luise Rainer in ‘Rage in Heaven’ 
and that Robert Taylor will make ‘A 
| Yankee at Oxford’ under Jack Con- 
| way’s direction in London as soon 
| as talk concludes and trio returns to 
| England. 

Ritchie is concerning himself with 
| lining up Metro home talent for the 
| London productions, He seeks a 

heavy drawing lien on studio’s ros- 

ter to bolster British productions. 

Talent exchange angle will be care- 
| fully weighed and schedules ar- 
| ranged before action starts. 
| Nick Schenck, president of Loew's, 
| Inc., followed the others here to sit 

in on this and other conferences and 
| to look over the planned output. 
Arrival of Schenck adds to heavy list 
of M-G officials here which include 
Al Lichtman, J. Robert Rubin and 
Leopold Friedman. 








issue. 

Aside from routine matters, stock- 
holders at the annual confab fol- 
lowed the usual slate in electing di- 
rectors for the ensuing year. Those 
named for common stockholders to 
Universal Pictures Company were J. 
Cheever Cowdin, Budd Rogers, Wil- 
liam Freiday, Charles R. Rogers, 
Paul G. Brown and P. D. Cochrane, 
R. H. Cochrane, president of Univer- 
sal, was elected director for second 
preferred stockholders. Willard S. 
McKay and J. Myer Schine were 
chosen to represent first preferred 
stock. 

The report to the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change showed that eight officers, 
general counsel and employees of 
Universal Pictures Co., received 
$283,939 in the year ended Oct. 31 
while 37 producers, directors and 
artists were given $1,633,218 in the 
same period of time. In the latter 
list James Whale, -director, was 
tabbed as having been paid $105,000; 
Irene Dunne, actress, $102,777, and 
another director, Gregory La Cava, 
$102,250. 

James R. Grainger is being paid 
$1,000 weekly as general sales chief 
until May 18 next year when he is 
to get $1,250 weekly for the next 
year and option to renew at a higher 
salary. Willard S. McKay is receiv- 
ing $700 weekly until next March 
1 when he will be paid $1,000 per 
week as general counsel until April 
2, 1941. 
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PARAMOUNT CHARTS ITS CONVENTION 
QURSE; 3 DAYS AND MANY PROBLEMS 





Attacking Industry Headaches From Theatre Point 


of View—That Takes 


in Radio Opposish, Type 


of Product, Legislation, Etc. 


+e 


By ROY CHARTIER 
Miami, March 16. 

A searching analysis of the product 
of all major distributors and what 
results have been throughout the 
country with each; the laying of a 
foundation for better co-ordination 
between partners and _ operators; 
careful consideration of the threat 
offered by radio competition and 
preparations against chain divorce- 
ment legislation which could easily 
decimate any of the large producer- 
controlled circuits, will highlight the 
Paramount theatre convention which 
opens at the Roney-Plaza, Miami 
Beach, Thursday (18). 

Y. Frank Freeman, vice-president 
of Paramount in charge of theatres, 
who will preside as chairman, is al- 
ready here, together with other Par 
executives from the home office and 
most of the theatre associates from 
the field. Discussions preliminary to 
the three-day session, which will be 
closed to outsiders, started yesterday 
(Monday) with a view to setting 
up a schedule of matters to come 
up for consideration. Freeman prom- 
ises that the convention sessions will 
continue for the three days through 
all of Saturday. It’s virtually a 
‘must’ that all Par executives who 
will be here have to attend. 

In order to make the convention 
complete from a theatre point. of 
view and to insure that nothing of 
importance is left uncovered while 
all of the operating forces are to- 
gether, Freeman and his home office 
associates contacted all partners prior 
to coming here for the purpose of 
getting suggestions, opinions, 
thoughts, etc. Partners and opera- 
tors, whom Freeman prefers to desig- 
nate as associates, were submitted a 
schedule of various matters to be dis- 
cussed. They were requested to in- 
dicate which matters in their opinicn 
should take precedence so that Free- 
man and his men could get a line 
of what problems seemingly were of 
the greatest concern to the field 
operators. 


Pros and Cons on Radio 


Radio competition against theatres, 
in spite of the fact that Paramount 
itself goes on the air from its studio 
Sunday morning (28), is expected to 
be a major issue before the Par 
convention the same as it will be a 
dominating problem for exhibitors to 
ponder at the convention of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, under promises from lead- 
ers. Although the Par studio is now 
on the air once weekly Sunday morn- 
ings, that time being picked so that 
it doesn’t conflict with box offices, 
Barney Balaban is quoted as among 
those who fears the present and fu- 
ture dangers of radio opposition. 
That he will have many others in 
Paramount in the theatre division 
supporting him in whatever stand he 
may take against radio, when in com- 
petition with the box office, is be- 
lieved unquestioned. Those who are 
more kindly disposed to the air point 
to instances where etherizing has 
worked the other way by aiding 
given pictures or personalities, nu- 
merous Par executives being known 
to favor rather than disfavor the air 
as an ogre. The minority, however, 
may give battle on the air question. 

In connection with chain divorce- 
ment moves in various parts of the 
country, which if enacted into law 
would compel Paramount and oth- 
ers to divest themselves of their 
theatre properties in such states, it is 
reported that partner-operator asso- 
ciates may be strongly § advised 
against any further expansion of any 
kind in their respective territories. 
Here and there partners have in- 
creased their holdings, in some cases 
in behalf of themselves entirely, in 
others in affiliation with Par. Chain 


divorcement sore spots at the mo- | 
Minnesota, | 


ment are the Dakotas, 
Ohio, Michigan, Indiana and Texas. 


Par operates in all of these states | 
theatre | 


and others in which it has 
pronerties may be added to the leg- 
is'*tive rolls. 

The presumption is that Par part- 
n°-s will in all cases take a loyal 
p sition to Par, rather than see in 
chein divorcement for Par any 
chence to selfishly empower them- 
selves. in their various states. 





were forced to free themselves from 
this major company, is whether they 
would not also have to break up 
their chains. 

Discussions in which the pictures 
of the various producer-distributors 
are dissected and their grossing 
values weighed against rentals may 
lead to decisions over which battles 
of the future will be staged between 
Par, with its immense buying power, 
and the distributors with which the 
company deals. A serious effort to 
campaign against lower rentals in 
any case where at all justified is 
not unlikely as a result of the three- 
day pourparlers here, 


Other Problems 


The conclave of Paramounters 
will consider all current operating 
problems and exigencies. Not the 
least of these will concern give- 
aways, premiums, bank nights, dou- 
ble bills and other evils. Paramount 
has tried all, being driven on to the 
bandwagon, and with men here to 
provide figures and checks, it is ex- 
pected that comparative grosses will 
be enlightening and possibly forceful 
as arguments for or against various 
so-called box office stimulants. 

While- all the partners are here, 
stage shows will also be carefully 
considered. The home office is anx- 
ious to know what the partners think 
about the current possibilities of 
flesh entertainment as well as what 
they think about other purchases, as 
one executive puts it. Public rela- 
tions, advertising, advertising costs, 
maintenance, sound, projection, in- 
surance, taxes, physical properties, 
real estate of all kinds, labor prob- 
lems, ‘B’ pictures, the pass situation 
and general legislation are among 
other matters scheduled for a toss- 
around. 

Many. of the Par theatre associates 
are attending the MPTOA conven- 
tion here at the Miami Biltmore 
which opens today (Tues.) and con- 
tinues through Thursday. At one 
session of the MPTOA parleys 
Thursday, when Adolph Zukor will 
address the whole convention, the 
entire Par group will take time out 
on the opening day of their own 
meet to be in attendance. 

Among those from Par who are 
coming in tomorrow (Wed.) are Neil 
F. Agnew, Austin C. Keough, Stan- 
ton L. Griffis and Bob Gillham. 
These executives are flying from 
New York today (Tues.), 


Theatre Partners 


Paramount partners and opera- 
tors from all parts of the U. S. and 
Canada will dominate the three-day 
convention and it is expected that 
their majority opinion on matters 
coming up for discussion will rule. 
A total of 58 such theatre operating 
executives in the field will attend, 
against 22 from the home office, in- 
cluding execs from other than the 
theatre division. The out-of-town 
field men will include Marty Mullin 
and Sam Pinanski who, as receivers 
for the Olympia New England chain, 
ar> Par’s operators in that territory. 

Other than these two, the operat- 
ing execs from the field who will be 
on hand are Carl Bamford, Nathan 
Goldstein, William K. Jenkins, A. N. 
Notopoulos, E. H. Rowley, G. C. 
Walsh, Harry Smith, Adam Adams, 
E. C. Upton, C. J. Shaw, J. J. Fitz- 
gibbons, Karl MHoblitzelle, E. V. 
Richards, R. B. Wilby, Robert Blair, 
M. C. McCord, L. McKeachneay, Jack 
Katz, Arthur Lucas, H. B. Robb, 
F. J. Miller, R. W. Bolstad, Harry 





| Oliphant, Nash Weil, G. W. Trendle, 
| R. C. Frost, Claude Lee, M. C. Talley, 
| Tracy Barham, A. H. Blank, G. R, 
| Branton, J. C. Clemmons, L. J. Lud- 
| wig, R. J. O'Donnell, V. R. McFaul, 
| H. L. Nace, H. F. Kincey, George 
| Zeppos, H. W. Glidden, J. Sullivan, 
Marion Coles, J. J. Friedl, Walter 
Immerman, Charles Perrine, Hunter 
Perry, L. Shane, J. J. Rubens, Harry 
David, T. Deboer, Leon Savell, M. A. 
Lightman, S. A. Lynch, N. L. 
| Nathanson, E. J. Sparks, Frank 
Rogers and B. B. Garner. 
| Official group from the home of- 
fice includes Barney Balaban, Stan- 
| ton L. Griffis, Neil F. Agnew, R. M. 
Gillham, Y. Frank Freeman, Austin 
_C. Keough, J. J. Unger, Leon Netter, 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 

Andy Kirk, Ine., Manhattan; theatrical 
business; capital stock 100 shares, no 
par value Incerporators: Andy Kirk, 
770 St. Nicholas avenue, New York City; 
George Crown, 150 W. 47th street, New 
York City; Nathan Bilsky, 565 Fifth av- 
enue, New York City. 

North American Film Library, Iac., 
New York: general motion picture film 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value. Incorporators: Stella Schwartz, 
993 Forest avenue, Bronx; Gertrude 
Schmelzer, 2141 Holland avenue, Bronx; 
Harold G. Saltzman, 556 Crown street, 


Brooklyn 


Sterling Music Publishing Corp., Man- 
hattan; musie publications; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
Leonore Schreiber, Gail Buchwalter, 
Sally Jacobs, all of 236 W. 44th street, 
New York City. 


Vecastrations, Inc., Manhattan; . gen- 
eral music publishing business; capital 
stock, 160 shares, no par value. Incor- 
porators: Graham Price and Al Katz, 
both of 135 W. 47th street, New York 
City, and Paul Wimbish, 1270 Sixth av- 
enue, New York City 

Transeribed Radio Shows, Inc., Man- 
hattan; transcribe radio productions; 
capital stock, 1.000 shares, $10 par 
Value Incorporators: William A. Rae, 
134 W 91st street, New York City; 
Frank L. Hansen, 686 Academy street, 
New York City; Adam F. Rae, 134 W. 
9ist street, New York City. 

Sural Realty Syndicate, Ime., Man- 
haitan: theatrical business; capital stock, 
1,000 shares, $10 par value. Incorpora- 
tors: Freda Jaret, Bertha Reich, Saul 
A. Schwartz, all of 16 Court street, 
Brooklyn. 

Raulsut, Ime., Manhattan, theatrical 
business; capital stock, 100 shares, $19 
par value Inecorporators: Freda Jaret, 
Bertha Reich, Saul A. Schwartz, all of 


16 Court street, Brooklyn. 

Circle Music Publishing, Ine., Manhat- 
tan; music publishers; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: Les- 
ter Troob, 59 W. 5lst street, New York 
City; Norma Lipton, 318 W. 107th street, 
New York City; Samuel Felsinger, 924 
Cutter avenue, Brooklyn. 

K. B. Emmons Productions, Ine., Man- 
hattan; theatrical business; capital stock, 


200 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 
K. Blythe Emmons, Peter H. Emmons, 
George H. Hendee, all of 33 W. 5Bist 
street, New York City; Subscribers, Ed- 
wina Hess, Viola S. Hibman, Charles P, 
G. Fuller, all of 70 Pine street, New 
York City. 





Hepburn s Legit 
Bucks ‘Quality 
St. Film in Pitt. 





Pittsburgh, March 16. 

Although national release date of 
‘Quality Street’ is April 9, Loew- 
WB pool here has the Katharine 
Hepburn flicker spotted into the 
Penn in order to coincide with star’s 
stage appearance at Nixon in ‘Jane 
Eyre.” Play opened last night (15) 
and picture comes in Friday (19). 

Understood efforts will be made 
to tie in Miss Hepburn with a spe- 
cial day-time premiere of ‘Quality 
Street,’ although so far there’s been 
no assurance that she’s agreeable. 

Advance ticket sale for ‘Jane Eyre’ 
has been enormous and RKO 
agreed to pre-release figuring, de- 
spite Lent, the weekend dovetailing 
with star’s in-person visit, enough 
to swing the picture off to brisk 
start. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 7 


The 22-page recommendation of District Attorney D. A. Mendelson 
clearing Harry Sherman of charges of grand larceny of $156,000, one of 
the longest written in the history of General Sessions, in several instances 
mentioned Sam Kaplan, who as prior president of Local 306, N.Y., was 
convicted for conspiracy and served time. Recommendation stated that 
during the examination of most of the witnesses, at least one of those 
from Sam Kaplan’s group was present. At one point, the recommenda. 
tion, in referring to Sherman, said: 

‘His bitterest enemies, the most loyal members and friends of the union, 
and the staunchest Kaplan adherents have not been able to adduce or 
produce any evidence at all indicating that Sherman used this money for 
himself or for purposes other than union purposes. ... Despite a rigid 
inquiry and a thorough investigation, and despite pleas to all interested 
in this case for assistance, not one fact has been adduced to indicate in 
any wise that the defendant used moneys of the union for other purposes 
than for union purposes.’ 

Sherman may rejoin Paramount as an executive in the theatre depart. 
ment. He was formerly for several years with Par in charge of all labor 
matters for the company. 








More than one-third of the original number of outstanding first pre. 
ferred Paramount stock has been converted into common, according to 
figures released by the N.Y. stock exchange listing committee last week. 
This shows that the concerted campaign to trim the number of first 
preferred shares by encouraging conversion into common is bearing fruit, 

The official figures indicate that only 160,756 shares of Paramount first 
preferred are now outstanding, indicating that the number of common 
shares outstanding now is approaching the grand total of 2,500,000. Orig- 
inally only 1,587,000 common shares were outstanding. 





Indicative of the ‘nutty’ stage of television or fanciful ideas offered is 
the idea recently advanced by an English inventor. He planned to send 
a televized program through the air, pick it up on a negative in a theatre 
and then develop the negative right in the house so that it could be proe 
jected almost immediately on the screeh. Just how he was going to de 
velop the film so rapidly and then run it through a projection machine 
were little details that were overlooked by the British genius. However, 
it did not prevent him from advancing his theory in all seriousness to 
technical experts. 





New formula screen trailer was tried out by Metro on the Coast last 
week for its forthcoming Jean Harlow-Robert Taylor starrer, ‘Personal 
Property.’ It’s a hit-and-run idea, getting over the selling message in 
less than a minute instead of conventional three minutes’ running time, 
Drawn-out selling copy is artfully dodged as are also long dialog se- 
quences, but there’s a convincing clinch of the pair, all to the accom- 
paniment of a hot tune played by a 60-piece ork. 





Nine separate recording channels will be used by Leopold Stokowski 
at the RCA plant in Camden to obtain more realistic dimensional effect 
of orchestral music, in combination with Deanna Durbin’s singing for 
Universal’s ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ Two or three channels have heretofore 
been used in orchestral recordings. RCA High Fidelity equipment, with 
both push-pull and ultra violet methods will be used, each channel sup- 
plied with complete and individual recording mikes and amplifiers. 





Aftermath of Walter Winchell’s blast at Metro on anticipated use of 
‘My Girl Friday,’ title on a scenario written by Maxwell Shane and Bill 
Thomas, resulted in Paramount’s claim that it owns a play of the same 
title purchased from William A. Brady 12 years ago. Appears matter 
will be tossed into the lap of the Hays office in New York. Winchell 
told Metro via the air and in his column that he wants $10,000 for use 
of the tag, which sum he’s offered to turn over to Hollywood charities. 





Among the most powerful figures in Paramount, today, is Stanton 
Griffis, chairman of the company’s executive committee. His influence 
at Par is said to be most broad and extensive. Griffis’ downtown firm is 
Hemphill, Noyes & Co., which firm is interested also in Columbia Pictures, 
Griffis is known as the backer of the Guthrie McClintic-Katharine Cornell 
legit items. At Par, Griffis succeeded H. A. Fortington, as chairman of 
the executive committee. Fortington is a member of the board still. 





Perhaps the most remade pic yet is ‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO), retitled 
‘The Soldier and the Lady’ last week. ‘Strogoff’ was first produced sev- 
eral years ago in Berlin, with Adolph Wohlbruck starring. Producer and 
star then moved on to Paris and did it over. Then to Hollywood and the 
RKO lot, still with the same producer and star, although by this time 
star’s name changed to Anton Walbrook. 

A ‘Strogoff’ film was also produced and released by Universal in 1926. 





John J. Friedl and Morgan Ames, Publix and Singer circuit general 
managers, respectively, deny any friction has arisen since the Singer 
Orpheum and the Publix loop houses here were pooled. 





Lecture for ‘Tsar to Lenin,’ newsreel compilation (Lenauer), is spoken 
by Max Eastman, lecturer and Columbia prof. 





For third time in three months, Dave Ross, manager of Fox-West Coast's 





Filmarte theatre in Hollywood, is repeating Metro’s 1931 picture, ‘The 
Guardsman.’ It’s the Lunt-Fontanne film. 





Par's $1,000,000 a Month Profit So 
Far; 406 Monthly Interest Saving 





Film Daily’s 19th Year 
Beok; Bigger ’n’ Better 


Film Daily’s 19th annual year book 
makes its appearance almost coin- 
cidental with the circus and like the 
latter it is bigger and better than 
ever. Added features swell its bulk 





Paramount, according to home of- 
fice indications, romped off to a 
flying start in 1937 by earning around 
$1,000,000 net for the month of Jan- 
uary, with February indicated likely 
to get the firm a similar profit. At 
this pace, Par should have a 
$3,000,000 quarter or thereabouts for 
the first three-month period, this 
year. 

All indications point to the full- 
| est stockholder approval of the cur- 








Kalcheim, Fred Mohrhardt, J. T 
Knight, Jr., Harry Nadel, E. Paul 
| Phillips, Robert M. Weitman, Harry 
| Royster and Al Wilkie. Adolph 
Zukor and Chris Dunphy are on 
from the Coast. 

Invitations to those attending the 
three-day Par theatre conclave in- 


A | M. F. Gowthorpe, Frank Meyer, Max ‘clude their wives, Par bearing all ex- 


question with Par partners, if they | Schosberg, Henry Anderson, Harry penses. 


but the ancient and proven standbys 

are not thereby crowded out. It is 

merely a matter of more pages. 
Among the new features are a 


rent interest-saving plan projected 
by the firm. Cooperation from the 
bondholders has been manifestly 





satisfactory. Unofficial accounts are 
that approximately $12,500,000 ag- 
gregate amount of the 20-year 6% 
debentures have been offered for 
exchange into new 3%% 10-year 
convertible debentures. 

Accordingly, in view of these fine 
results, it is expected by financial 
observers that the company will 
make a new additional offering for 
refunding $2,500,000 of the 20-year 
6% debentures, thus to complete the 
planned $15,000,000 drive. 

The refunding plan will save 
Paramount approximately $40,000 
monthly in interest charges, accord- 
ingly to statistical info. On the year 





this means around $500,000 annually. 
This reduction in interest charges 
innures greatly to the benefit of Par’s 
security holders. 


telephone directory of picture num- 
bers in New York and Hollywood 
and a gazetteer of the leading lights 
of the business. For the first time 
television is given important position. 

Typographically the volume is 
ahead of previous issues with a more 
generous use of color and a richly 
designed binding. But this is merely 
the expert packaging of a mass of 
comprehensive information essential 
to all who are concerned with the 
cinema. 





MELCHER SET AT RKO 
Hollywood, March 16. 


Eddie Melcher, Washington Star 
drama ed, has been signed to an 
RKO writing contract. Initials with 


‘Highway to Romance.’ 
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Field Day for Lawyers 


+ 





Admits Edward G. Levy, MPTOA Exec— 
Flock of Film Suits 


Miami, March 16. 

Litigation involving various phases 
of motion picture theatre operation 
is piling up in federal and state 
courts, according to Edward G. Levy, 
chairman of the resolutions com- 
mittee of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, Inc., whose re- 
port on legal happenings of the year 
affecting film houses was read yes- 
terday to delegates at the conven- 
tion here. 

‘It looks like a big year for the 
lawyers,’ said Levy, who hails from 
New Haven and practices law in 
Connecticut courts. 


He makes special mention of four 
court decisions of far-reaching im- 
portance in the exhibiting field 
which have been handed down with- 
in the past few weeks. 


. The U. S. District Court in Su- 
perior, Wis., on March 2, last, in the 
ease of Pulverman vs. _ Daniels, 
which was an action by an itinerant 
exhibitor at CCC camps for damages 
under the anti-trust laws against 
several distributors, an exhibitor or- 
ganization and individual exhibitors, 
ended in a directed verdict in favor 
of the defendants. The local ex- 
hibitors had complained of unfair 
competition by this itinerant ex- 
hibitor, Levy stated, and distributors 
had refused to sell him film. In dis- 
missing the action for $50,000 dam- 
ages, Judge Patrick Stone ruled that 
distributors are within their rights 
in refusing to sell their film to any 
individual for any reason deemed 
inimical to the trade’s best interests. 

A second important case cited was 
that of Pastime Amus. Co. vs. South- 
eastern Express Co., involving a suit 
for damages because of a ‘miss-out.’ 
In this instance, the U. S. Supreme 
Court reversed a federal court 
award of $1,500 damages, and set 
damages at the nominal figure of 
$50, which was the value declared 
at the time of the shipment by the 
distributor. 
~The right of distributors to sell 
their pictures to whom they please 
was affirmed in the U. S. District 
Court in Missouri, in the case of 
Samuel Rolsky vs. Fox Midwest. In 
denying relief to the plaintiff, who 
alleged that in previous seasons dis- 
tributors had sold their pictures on 
a day-and-date basis to a group of 
theatres but had changed their sell- 
ing method to a run arrangernent, 
the court stated: ‘I think there can- 
not be any doubt whatever but that a 
distributor of motion pictures, own- 
ing a copyright upon a given pic- 
ture, may sell to an exhibitor in a 
given area the exclusive right to ex- 
hibit that picture either for a short 
period or for a long period, provided 
it is not longer than the life of the 
copyright, without regard to whether 
that exhibitor is one who charges the 
same or a different admission price 
from that which is charged by an- 
other exhibitor or other exhibitors in 
the same area.’ 

From a number of state and fed- 
eral decisions recently made with re- 
spect to the illegality of bank nights, 
cash nights and alleged lottery draw- 
ings, Levy emphasizes a recent find- 
ing by the U. S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in Massachusetts, where it was 
held, ‘However good and valuable 
an idea, plan, scheme or system is, 
the moment it is disclosed to the 
public without the protection of a 
Patent, it becomes public property, 
and the fact that it has been made 
Popular by advertising and the ex- 
Penditure of effort, time and money 
On the part of the originator does not 
alter the situation.’ It was the court's 
finding that Affiliated Enterprises 
(owner of Bank Night) had no prop- 
erty rights in its box office stim- 
ulant. 

Among important cases which are 

fore various courts at the present 
time and upon the outcome of which 
exhibitors have a distinct interest, 
bill Said, are the Philadelphia dual 
no appeal case, Perelman vs. Para- 

unt and others; the pending action 
yY Brandt Theatres, New York, 


4 ainst Loew's and several other film 
“Tac, BPanies alleging conspiracy in re- 


Mt of trade as'a result of a 


; 











Par Seattle $1,420,000 
Claim Reduced to $60,000 


Rent claim of Seattle First Na- 
tional Bank against Paramount-Pub- 
lix for $1,420,000 was reduced Sat- 
urday (13) by Federal Judge Coxe, 
N. Y., to $60,000, which will be paid 
by the issue of new debentures and 
first preferred stock. 

Claim was for rent of Paramount 
Theatre Bldg. by Seattle Theatre 
Corp., subsid of Paramount Publix, 
payment of which the latter had 
guaranteed. 


ED KUYKENDALL 
RE-ELECTED AS 
MPTOA PREZ 


Miami, March 16. 

Owing to his vigorous policies and 
untiring efforts in behalf of exhib- 
itors, Ed Kuykendall was stampeded 
into the presidency of MPTOA for 
another year, by the directors of the 
organization at a board meeting 
Tuesday (16) noon. He accepted, al- 
though duties as president may in- 
terfere with Kuykendall’s reported 
plans to re-enter theatre-operating 
field. 

Recently turning over his Missis- 
sippi theatres to M. 
and Saenger, under a partnership, 
Kuykendall since has been consid- 








A. Lightman | 


WANTS RESULTS 
AND EXHIB UNITY 


Achieve Much at 


Trade 





17TH ANNUAL MEET 


— 


Miami, March 16. 


| A much more militant Motion Pic- 
| ture Theatre Owners of America, 
| which is interpreted as making sly 
overtures to its contemporary, Allied 
States Association, by inviting its 
leaders to show up here, is expected 
to develop from the 17th annual 
convention of the MPTOA this week 
under the leadership of Ed L. Kuy- 
kendall, who was reported desirous 
of stepping out of the presidency 
after three years, but was stam- 
peded into continuing for another 
term. Considerable added support for 
Kuykendall is attributed to the fact 
that while he is sanely making every 
effort to maintain self-regulation of 
the picture industry in an effort to 
avert Federal legislation that might 
be dangerous to all branches, he is 
at the same time taking an aggres- 
sive stand in behalf of the exhibi- 
tors, both independent and affiliated, 
which the MPTOA represents. 
Kuykendall may not have a de- 
sire up his sleeve to combine forces 
with Allied States, headed by Nathan 
Yamins of Fall River, Mass., but he 
has invited Yamins and other mar- 
shals of that organization to be on 








ering either the organization of a 
new chain for himself or a circuit | 
connection with the Comerford 
chain, having been rumored in line 
with latter possibility. 

All other present officers were re- 
elected at the meeting, with the ex- 
ception of Ben Berinstein, active Los 
Angeles exhib leader, who resigned 
as vice-president. Jack Miller also 
withdrew from the directorate. Ber- 
instein stays on as a director, being 
succeeded as one of five v.p.’s, pro- 
vided under the constitution, by 
Mitchell Wolfson, local chain op- 
erator. Miller, on the board, is suc- 
ceeded by Morris Leonard, Chicago 
exhibitor. 

A change in the personnel of the 
board, which is to come later, was 
discussed at the meeting. Concerns 
Morgan Walsh, San Francisco exhib 


| tor, as 


hand. When Yamins succeeded Sid- 
ney Samuelson, New Jersey exhibi- 
president of Allied, the 
MPTOA was reported interested in 
the possibilities of a merger of 
forces, but to date no concrete steps 
in that direction have materialized. 


Kuykendall will not definitely in- 
dicate whether an amalgamation of 
the two national exhibitor bodies is 
still hoped for, but that he believes 
some of the methods used by Allied 
in an endeavor, whether sincere or 
insincere, to gain announced ends 
have been ill advised, is unques- 
tioned. If Allied could be convinced 
its approach to many current preb- 
lems are not as constructive as they 
might be, the path might be cleared 
for a merger and, through it, a con- 
centration of independent exhibitor 
powers. Ostensibly he has invited 





Jeader, who, it was agreed, would | 
be succeeded by H. V. Harvey, also | 
of Frisco. Harvey is secretary of 
Independent Theatre Owners of | 
Northern California, of which Walsh 
is president. Indicated today by in- 
side sources that, while board did 
not discuss policies to be pursued, 
fireworks are expected in open ses- 
sions, board members feeling that 
this is where MPTOA's shots should 
be fired. Any efforts by the Hays 
organization to muffle MPTOA ap- 
pear: hopeless. One source declared 
that MPTOA wants action rather 
than resolutions. 


‘Maytime’s’ Sock B.0., L.A. 


Los Angeles, March 16. 

‘Maytime’ (MG) is headed for an 
all time high at day-and-date runs 
at Chinese and State for pictures 
not aided by holiday trade. Com- 
bined gross looks like $36,000. 

Previous non-holiday high water 
mark was set by ‘San Francisco,’ 
with ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ hitting 
the all time top with aid of Thanks- 
giving period. 











change in exhibiting policy of Loew 
Theatres and others from a 4-3 day 
basis to a 5-2 day basis; the attack on 
the constitutionality of the Dakota 
‘theatre divorce law,’ which seeks to 
separate theatres from national chain 
operation, and the attack against the 
recently passed Ohio play-date stat- 


js 
| 


Allied leaders to the MPTOA con- 
vention with such a thought in mind. 


Started Tuesday 


The convention opened this morn- 
ing (Tues.) in the Miami Biltmore 
Country Club at Coral Gables, with 
two important reports rendered, 
those of Kuykendall and Edward G. 
Levy, general counsel. Kuykendall’s 
report, a very comprehensive one, 
covering 14 pages, suggests the firm- 
er stand for the MPTOA which it is 


(Continued on page 57) 


SEX FILM SPIELER AND 
MODEL PINCHED IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 16. 


The police morals’ squad raided 
Harry Dryer’s Savoy theatre in the 
lower Gateway district during an 
early evening performance Friday, 
arresting Margaret O’Keen, a model, 
who poses as ‘a sun-kissed nudist’ 
during a sex lecture by Robert 
Marcus, who was also nabbed. Mem- 
bers of the audience were not 
molested by the police. 

The ‘sex’ lecture and sale of ‘sex’ 
literature were in conjunction with 
the showing of ‘Valley of the Nude.’ 
Charged with disorderly conduct and 
alleged to have given an obscene ex- 
hibition and an indecent lecture, 
Miss O’Keen and Barcus pleaded not 
guilty in municipal court and were 











ute, which prohibits play date desig- 
nation by distributors. 


released on $100 bail. They will be 





|Overtures to Allied States— 

Kuykendall Hopes to 
This | 
Convention — 10-Point) 
Practice Platform) 
to Be Pushed to the Fullest | 





defended by S. P. Halpern. 





ANT MPTOA 





Chi Indies of 750 Seats and Under 
Cryin’ the Blues About the Duals 





- 
Mich. Has a Divorcement 


Bill Also, But Looks Cold 
Detroit, March 16. 

Film producers and distributors 

would be barred from any part in 


the ownership or control of any 
Michigan pic theatre, under a bill 
introduced in the state legislature 


by Senator Joseph C. Roosevelt, of 
Detroit. 

Proposed legislation, which would 
bring about a big upheaval in thea- 
tre ownership here and throughout 
the state, appears doubtful of pass- 
age, however. 


N W EXCHANGES 
LAFF OFF % 
BOYCOTT 


Minneapolis, March 16, 

indicates local exchanges 
will resist, if not ignore, Northwest 
Allied States’ ‘boycott’ against per- 
centage pictures. Branch managers 
declare the resolution adopted at the 
recent ‘emergency meeting’ in Min- 
neapolis, urging all independent ex- 
hibitors to refrain from buying, will 
not deter them from going ahead 
with percentage deals as per sched- 
ule, 

On the other hand, however, ex- 
hibitor organization heads predict 
the exchange will ‘sing a different 
song’ after the May convention when 
‘teeth’ will be put into the ‘gentle- 
men’s agreement’ not to buy any 
new-season pictures on percentage. 
The ‘teeth,’ they aver, will take the 
form of cash bonds to be posted by 
the independents and forfeited as a 


penalty for violation of the agree- 
ment. 


It'll Be RCA Vs. ERPI 
Again When and If 


Television Comes 








Survey 








When television develops to the 
extent that it is commercially feasi- 
ble, Radio Corp. of America and 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
bitter competitors in the film record- 
ing and sound equipment business, 
again will be aligned against each 
other. Today, Erpi has no commer- 
cial interest in television but it does 
retain a certain amount of techni- 
cal interest. And while at present 
it has no intention of figuring as an 
operating company in the television 
field, Erpi will be active on the 
scene through certain licensing ar- 
rangements. 

Although it does not figure tele- 
vision as being close at hand, Erpi 
has carried on research in the past 
(some five years ago at the Bell 
labs) and it undoubtedly will be ac- 
tive in any battle for patent rights 
when the time arrives. 

Company also fits into the picture 
through its affiliation with Ameri- 
can Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
which is developing a co-axial cable. 
While this cable was laid and test- 
ed between N. Y. and Philadelphia 
primarily as an economy measure 
for telephone service, the co-axial 
line is recognized as being best suit- 
ed for television because sight-sound 
broadcasts require wide bands of 
frequency not found in ordinary 
cable. The way Erpi is tied in with 
A. T. & T. is said to provide the 
necessary leverage that might be re- 
quired in arguments regarding pat- 
ents. 





Chicago, March 16. 
Nabe houses of 750 seats and un- 
der blame the 


poor business of the 


past month, not on the weather, or 
on Lent, but squarely on the return 
of double features to this town. 

These small houses find double 
features may be o.k. for the mam- 
moth seaters, but that it’s just woe 
and b.o. wailing for the houses 
which hold less than 750 customers. 
These smallies make four and five 
changes weekly, and are discovering 
once more that there aren't eight or 
10 pictures of any real strength. And 
also that the big houses with their 
one or two changes a week can 
double up the two or four top pic- 
tures of the week while the small- 
seater around the corner has to take 
anything that comes along. 

Small exhibs cry that their regu- 
lar patrons are being enticed away 
from the house due to the fact that 
when a family wants to go to a show 
they are being kept away from the 
small houses due to the fact that 
someone in the party has previously 
seen one of the pictures. While this 
situation occurred even with single 
features, it is considerably more fre- 
quent with doubles. 

Allied Exhibitors Association is 
dissatisfied with the double feature 
situation in Chicago, as is the Essan- 
ess circuit, and a flock of other in- 
dependent small exhibs and circuits. 
All would like to kill them off im- 
mediately, but don’t know just how 
to go about it, since the big houses, 
particularly those owned by Balaban 
& Katz and Warner Bros., and the 
distributors so far are satisfied with 
the twin bills. The indie exhibs 
have had _ several meetings with 
B.&K. on the matter, but to no avail, 
B.&K. insisting it will run its the- 
atres for its own best interests. 


7 OF L. AS 12 GO 
SOLO PIX; BIZ OK 


Los Angeles, March 16, 


Single features are being screened 
currently in seven of the 12 regular 
first-run situations in L. A., greatest 
number of solo programs there in 
many months. Experiment is being 
watched with interest by exhibs, 
particularly in view of the fact that 
all of the solo features are playing 
to above average takes in the houses 
where duals have been the policy. 


First runs currently screening sin- 
‘le features in L. A. are: Loew's 
State and Chinese with ‘Maytime’ 
(MG); Paramount, ‘When You're In 
Love’ (Col), with house running 
‘Borderland’ (Par) to open each 
day’s performance; Downtown and 
Hollywood, WB day-daters, with 
‘Green Light’ (FN); Four Star, ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ Columbia's two-a-day opus, 
and Carthay Circle, ‘Good Earth,’ in 
seventh week of two-a-day run. All 
of the solo bills are or will be hold- 
overs, initial week's take in each 
instance topping normal dual grosses 
and warranting extra playing time. 


MINN. WOULD OUTLAW 
ZONING AND CLEARANCE 


Minneapolis, March 16, 
Northwest Allied States professes 
ignorance regarding authorship of 
a bill introduced into the state legis- 
lature by Representative Donald 
Wright of Minneapolis designed to 
outlaw zoning and clearance. 


The measure provides that pic- 
tures must be released at the same 
time to theatres charging identical 
admission prices and that admission 
prices and seating capacities of 
showhouses should determine the 
rental price to be paid to the ex- 
change. 
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‘Horizon’ Gets Away to Smash 


ime Big $36,500 in Two 





Start; May: 








Spots; Other LA. Houses Hit Skids 


7 


Los Angeles, March 16. 

Only a few bright spots in town 
currently, but these are outstanding. 
They include the Four Star, gone 
into a two-a-day policy for Colum- 
bia’s ‘Lost Horizon,’ and Loew’s 
State-Chinese, where Metro’s ‘May- 
time’ is piling up substantial grosses, 


warranting holdover for a second 
stanza. 
‘Good Earth’ continues to hold 


strong at the Carthay Circle and 
looks good for number of weeks to 
come. Paramount is holding over 
the Grace Moore Columbia filmusi- 
cal, ‘When You're In Love,’ after 
healthy first week, and ‘Green Light’ 
stays for second stanza at the two 
Warner houses. Rest of town is 
pretty well shot. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-1.10-1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(7th week). Couple of strong coun- 
ter attractions in town currently but 
is still plenty healthy. Last week 
(6th) wound up with a substantial 
$11,800. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—‘Maytime’ (MG). Filmusical got 
away to healthy start; will hit very 
big $16,000. Last week, ‘Nancy 
Steele,’ (20th) and ‘Head Over Heels 
in Love’ (GB), pretty bad at $8,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 





65)—‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d week). 
Normal dropoff for second week, but 
at $6,800 plenty satisfactory. Last 
week (1st) finished at nifty $10,900. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1,10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col.)—Pre- 
miere at $5 top brought sweet $4,065 
into the turnstiles. Pic has hefty 
advance. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d week). 
Trade fair on holdover; but at $7,000 
will be profitable. Last week (Ist), 
hit plenty of profit at $11,100, biggest 
for house in long time. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Join the Marines’ (Rep) and 
‘On the Jury’ (RKO) dual, and 
vaude. Biz about normal and will 
probably finish up with around 
$7,500. Last week couple of second 
runs. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*‘Man Who Found Himself’ (RKO) 
and ‘Girl Overboard’ (U) dual. An- 
other week of the doldrums here 
with poor $5,500. Last week, ‘Meade’s 
Woman,’ (Par) and ‘Murder Goes to 
College’ (Par), fared little better at 
$5.700. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—You’re In Love’ (Col) and 
‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) dual, and 
stage show (2d wk). Grace Moore 
gets full credit for entire draw, 
which on second stanza will hit 
around $10,000, fair. First week 
wound up with healthy $17,700. 
Paramount feature is being screened 
only at first morning show, leaving 
house solo bill for rest of day. 


RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Man Who 
Found Himself’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
Overboard’ (U) dual. Lack of syit- 
able product is hurting trade here 
and fair $5,500 is best currently. Last 
week, ‘Meade’s Woman,’ (Par) and 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par), 
$5.500, fair. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55-75 )—‘Maytime’ (MG). Smash 
trade for this filmusical at $20,500 in- 
sures satisfactory holdover. Last 
week, ‘Nancy Steele, (20th) and 
‘Head Over Heels in Love,’ (GB), not 
so hot at $9,800. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—“Nancy Steele Is Missing’ 
(20th) and ‘Head Over Heels In 
Love’ (GB), dual. Moveover of this 
pair quite a letdown at $3,200. Last 
week. ‘Love Is News’ (20th) and 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th), dismal at $3,000. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Nancy Steele Is Missing’ (20th) 
and ‘Head Over Heels In Love’ (GB), 
dual. Just fair at $5,800. Last week, 
“Love Is News’ (20th) and ‘Holy Ter- 
ror’ (20th), ran a little below ex- 
pectations at $5,700. 





Keeler-Dixon Musical, 
$8,500, Oke in Omaha 


Omaha, March 16. 





Brandeis cops the b.o. spotlight, 
holding over ‘Green Light’ and 


‘Racing Lady’ for second week. Two 


mark the best double-feature biz 
house has thus far recorded, al- 
though other films scheduled solo 


have topped this. Going strong second 
week. 
Estimates for This Weck 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40) — ‘Green Light’ (FN) and 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Last week did best biz ever recorded 
here on a twin program, Doing about 


$5,000 this week, okay. First week 
knocked off $6,200 to top expectations. 


| 


| 


} 


Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— | 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB). Twinned for only 
ordinary money on their own| 
strength. Stage utilized by Gene | 
LaVerne, Hollywood dancing in- 


structor, for personals and running | 


| 
| 


off a contest. Adds to the returns. In | 
all likely to reach $7,200, okay. Last | 


(20th ) 
(WB), 


week ‘Love Is News’ 
‘Fugitive in Sky’ 
smoothly to $8,200. 


and | 
sailed 


Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— | 


‘Ready, Willing, Able’ (WB) 
‘Crack-up’ (20th). Diversified pro- 
gram and building by word-of- 
mouth; good $8,500. Last week ‘You 
Only Live Once’ (UA) and ‘Clarence’ 
(Par), average $7,000. 


All Cleve B.0.'s 
Get Coin; Rand, 
Jury Big 246 


Cleveland, March 16. 

Nothing damp about this Lent sea- 
son as far as theatres are concerned. 
Every gross above average, with 
Holy Week only one stanza off, and 
some hitting the high spots. 

Strike trouble is over but super- 
dog show at civic auditorium and 
income tax deadline-day may crimp 
biz a bit. 

Sally Rand’s unit and ‘We’re on 
the Jury’ at Palace strong, fanning 
up week’s highest trade. Next in the 
race is State with ‘Swing High.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 
20-30-35 )—‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and 
‘Breezing Home’ (U). House shifts 
back into first-run gear with this 
team for a profit. Arliss vehicle took 
panning, but still good for $3,200. 
Last week ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) and 
‘More Than Sweetheart’ (Col), dual, 
caught $1,900, fair. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘Love 
Is News’ (20th). Move-over from 
Hipp after an average week there 
was neat trick. Doing very well at 
$6,500. Last week ‘Plough and Stars’ 
(RKO), was hard pushed to reach 
$4,500. weak. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
~——Rembrandt’ (UA). Much brighter 
news than its downtown run, $3,000, 
but house is going back to first-runs 
next week for sake of variety. Last 
week a pair of revivals, “Trans- 
atlantic Merry-Go-Round’ (UA) and 
‘Let "Em Have It’ (UA), got a nice 
play, $2,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO). Given great 
salesmanship and breaks by review- 
ers; getting $14,500, satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Love Is News’ (20th) walked 
away with $16,500 due to tie-up 








and | 








1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 19 


Astor—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(6th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Maytime’ (MG) 
(18). 


Criterion—‘Her Husband Lies’ 
(Par) (17). 


Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(3d wk). 
Music Hall—‘When’s Your 


Birthday’ (RKO) (18). 
Paramount—Maid of Salem’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 
Rialto—‘Sea Devils’ 
(2d wk). 
Rivoli—‘Nancy Steele Is Miss- 
ing’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Roxy—‘Breezing Home’ (U). 
Strand—‘Ready, Willing and 
Able’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Week of March 26 
Astor—‘Good Earth’ 
(8th wk). 
Capitol—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d 
wk). 


(RKO) 


(MG) 


Criterion — ‘Silent Barrier’ 
(GB) (25). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(4th wk). 


Music Hall—-‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th) (25). 


Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (24). 
Rialto—‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) 


(30). 
Rivoli—‘History Is Made 
Night’ (UA) (27). 
Roxy—‘Top of the Town’ (U). 
Strand — ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB) (27). 


at 

















with Tyrone Power’s aunt, who lives 
here. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-70) — 
‘We're on Jury’ (RKO) and Sally 
Rand unit. Fan-dancer socking ’em; 
corking $24,000. Last week ‘Only 
Live Once’ (UA) plus N.T.G. unit, 
collected $19,000, good. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-55)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par). Lombard-Mac- 
Murray team becoming sure-fire 
faves; excellent ballyhoo by Milt 
Harris bringing swell $21,500. Last 
week ‘Espionage’ (MG), pounded 
down to $15,500, average. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 
‘Outcast’ (MG). Just so-so $5,500. 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) last week on 
third stanza eased in with $7,000, 
fair. 


Olsen, Johnson Unit 
And ‘Sec’ $13,000, ‘Swing’ 
$10,000, Beth Big, Ind. 


Indianapolis, March 16. 
Heavy snows and cold over the 
week-end were obstacles, but they 
were over-ridden by two downtown 
houses, while the two other first run 
spots suffered. Olsen and Johnson’s 
stage show at the Lyric dominates 
the town with near-record figures, 
while the Circle piled up a strong 

lead on ‘Swing High, Swing Low.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25-40) 
—Wings of Morning’ (20th). Dull at 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Green Light’ 
(WB). Sturdy at $5,800. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 











Mystery in Mpls, 





Where Did Biz Go To? — ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
Liked, but Red Ink at $10,000 





Minneapolis, March 16. 

Grosses keep right on bumping the 
bottom here.. Where all the former 
theatre patrons have vanished is a 
mystery. Nothing seems able to 
bring the box-offices to life. 

Nowadays $11,000 is a lot of money 
here, but if the Orpheum’s current 
vaudfilm show doesn’t better that 
figure substantially—and indications 
are it won’t—the house will have to 
replenish its red ink supply. Even 
the Crawford - Montgomery - Powell 
triumvirate will be lucky if it can 
boost ‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ at the 
huge Minnesota into the five figure 
class. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th) and ‘Secret Val- 
ley’ (20th). Another full week for 
dual bill. Looking toward fair $1.000. 
Last week, ‘Case of Black Cat’ (FN) 
and ‘General Spanky’ (MG), duals, 
$1,200, good. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600: 
25-35-40) ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB). Stumbling along. Light $3,000 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO). Bad at $2,800. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 





25-35-55) ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). Star 
line-up should get ’em, but adverse 





general conditions here undermining 
all box-offices. Picture well liked 


but enroute to mild $10,000. Last 
week, ‘You're in Love’ (Col). Bad 
at $7,500. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 


35-40-55). ‘On the Jury’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville. Corking show full of 
first-rate entertainment, but appar- 
ently can’t awaken public from 
lethargy. May climb to losing $11,000. 
Last week, ‘God’s Country’ (WB). 
Fair at $7,000. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40) ‘Women of Glamor’ (Col) and 
‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ (WB). Dual 
bills picking up, but plenty of room 
for improvement. Light $2,500 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG) and ‘Criminal Law- 
yer’ (RKO), dual, $3,000, fair. 

Time ‘Berger) (250; 15-25) ‘Win- 
terset’ (RKO) (2d run). Doing bet- 
ter, comparatively, than during first 
run on dual. Fair $800 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col), re- 
vival, $1,100, good. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
‘Carnival in Flanders’ (French). For- 
eign language pic getting attention. 
Fair $1,800 in prospect. Last weck, 
10th for ‘Smart Girls’ (U), $1,200, 
fine. on heels of nine preceding big 
weeks. 











== 


Rain Hits ‘Maytime in Frisco, 166 





Fair; ‘Swing High’ Nice $1800 


‘Swing High, Swing Low’ (Par). 
Lombard and MacMurray are favor- 
ites and well sold. Very strong $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
on dual with ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ 
(RKO). Lightweight at $4,000. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col). Poor at $3,500. Also 
weak $3,500 last stanza for ‘Espion- 


age’ (MG) and ‘Man Who Could 
Work Miracles’ (UA). 
Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 


‘Her Husband’s Secretary’ (WB) and 
Olsen and Johnson stage show. Lat- 
ter are always surefire here and 
doing sock biz at $13,000. Last week 
very big $11,000 for ‘Ready, Willing, 
and Able’ (WB) and Leon Errol 
stage unit. 


Det. Strikes Now 





A Habit; Vaude, 


‘Swing High’ 286 


Detroit, March 16. 

New flare-up of the strike-itch, 
with about 100,000 jobless in Chrys- 
ler Motor plants. finds Detroit pretty 
calloused after three months of sit- 
downitis, so biz continues around 
normal at film palaces. 

Winner this week is the Michigan, 
with ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ and 
vaude. ‘Ecstasy,’ opening former 
RKO Downtown under Krim Bros. 
banner, got off big with a _ high- 
priced preem. Giving house hest 
gross in long time. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Avenue’ (20th) (3d week) plus 
‘Breezing Along’ (U) dual. Musical 
moved here from Fox two stanzas 
ago and still doing oke at $5,000. 
‘Avenue’ coupled with ‘Woman Wise’ 
(20th) last week for good $6,000. 

Downtown (Krim) (2,500; 40-65)— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka). Built up strongly 
with ‘blue book’ preem at $1.10 top 
Thursday (11); holding on for nice 
$8,000, best house has seen in long 
time. Probably h. o, Last week oke 
$3,000 on six days for ‘Romance and 


Riches’ (GN) and ‘Nation Aflame’ 
(Ind). 
Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 


‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) plus Ethel 
Shutta on stage. Opened slow but 
should get fair $20,000. ‘Love Is 
News’ (20th) with Wini Shaw and 
Sheila Barrett on stage, snared nice 
$25,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO). 
At $6,500 good for this spot, which 
has been having it tough lately. Fair 
$5,000 last stanza on ‘Green Light’ 
(FN) (3d week) shoved here after 
two sessions ;t UA. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Swing High’ (Par), plus 
Neila Goodelle topping vaude. Lead- 
ing town with neat $28,000. Around 
$21,000, oke, last stanza on ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Casino Parisien’ 
unit on stage. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 35- 
40)—‘Only Live Once’ (UA) and 
‘Park Ave. Logger’ (RKO), dual. Up 
to $9,500, nice. Normal $7,000 last 
week on ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) 
and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Mrs. -Cheyney’ 
(MG) (2d wk). Holding up oke at 
$9,500, following nice opening ses- 
a $15,800. May hold for third 
week, 


PROV. SPOTTY; ‘LOVE 
NEWS,’ ‘TIME’ $9,000 


; Providence, March 16. 
Business is spotty this week with 
only a couple of high spots. Picture 
fare is just so-so. ‘Love Is News,’ 
topping the twin bill at the Majestic, 
is sure to be the leader with a $9,000 
gross. Loew’s is in next place with 
‘Family Affair’ and ‘Parole Racket.’ 
Fay’s is sliding safely to home, 
largely because of its stage show. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40 )—‘Husband’s 








Secretary’ (FN) and unit. Good all- 
around program. Pace _ indicates 


around 97,000. plenty for these times. 
Last. week, ‘Fair Warning’ (20th) 
didn’t fare so badly, either, at $6.850. 

Loew’s 


State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col). Sluggish, but con- 


sidering opposish not so bad: may 
$8,500. Last week ‘Espionage’ inGS 
and ‘Find the Witness’ (Col). Around 
$8,000, so-so. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-49)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (20th). Nice bill, 
Opened very big and pace over 
week-end practically clinching 
$9,000. Last week ‘Green Light’ 





San Francisco, March 16, ~ 
‘Maytime’ opened to fair but not 
as big biz as expected at the Para. 
mount, where it is in for an indefi. 
nite engagement. Weather is hurt. 
ing its gross. : 
Carole Lombard and Fred Mac. 
Murray afe plenty hot at the box 
office in ‘Swing High.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512; 30. 
35-40) —Wanted to Marry’ (RKO) 
and ‘Devil on Horseback’ (GN). This 


combo looks weak at $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘Week-End Millionaire’ (Col), very 


bad, $2,000. 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40 )—‘Swing 
High, Swing Low’ (Par) and ‘Time 
Out for Romance’ (20th). Lombard 
and MacMurray have a swell audi- 
ence picture in ‘Swing High.’ Dual 
will get only fair $16,000 because of 
weather and Lent. Last week, ‘Love 
Is New’ (20th) and ‘Once a Doctor’ 
(WB), disappointed at $14,000. 
Geary (Lurie-Pincus) (1,200; 50-75. 
$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d 
week). Like ‘Anthony Adverse,’ 
‘Lost Horizon’ is attracting plenty of 
carriage trade. Lurie had a tough 
time getting the public wise to the 
fact that matinees were being given 
daily. First week good, $9,500. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 
—Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and 
Maior Bowes all-girl unit. House 
has been postponing the Stanwyck 
pic for some time; will get poor 
$14,000. Last week, ‘When’s Your 
Birthday?’ (RKO) and Weaver Bros, 
on stage, $15,000, fair. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—You're in Love’ and ‘Breezing 
Home’ (U) (3rd wk). Debut of 
‘Swing Time’ at Fox and ‘Maytime’ 
at Paramount knocked the props 
right out from under the Grace 
Moore picture. Will dip below poor 
$5,000, some of which came from 
several previews thrown in as a 
lure. Last week n.s.g. $7,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40)—‘Maytime’ (MGM). Plugged as 
a road show feature at popular 
prices, the Jeannette MacDonald-Nel- 
son Eddy operetta will do around 
$18,000, okay but considerably less 
than hoped for. Three days of rainy 
weather, starting with the opening 
on Thursday. mostly responsible for 
the take not being much larger. Last 
week, ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB) and ‘Murder Goes to College’ 
(Par), did a complete nosedive at 
$8,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 50-75- 
$1,00-$1.50)—“Good Earth’ (MG) (3d 
wk). Picture well received. Third 
week coming along nicely. Last 
week (2d) swell at $9,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40)—‘Man Who Could Work Mir- 
acles’ (UA). House has had a series 


of floppos starting with ‘Men Are ~ 


Not Gods’ several weeks ago. ‘You 
Only Live Once’ couldn’t make the 
grade on a two weeks’ stretch, for 
which this house has commitments 
on its UA product, so the Wanger 
picture was yanked after ten poor 
days. Lucky to get n.g. $5,000 on 
this H. G. Wells’ film. Last week, 
$7,000 for 10 days of ‘You Only Live 
Once’ (UA). 

..Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (20th) (2nd wk). Expect 
to hit nice $8,000. Last week took 
$13,000, good. 





LYNN MAY GO PIX VIA GN 

Billy Lynn, from Broadway legit, 
may make his film debut as the 
comedy lead in Grand National’s 
‘$1,000 Bill’ (temporary title). He 
played lead during entire Broadway 
run of ‘Three Men on a Horse.’ 

No contracts have been signed, but 
Lynn expects to leave for the Coast 
next week. Some question at GN 
whether actor is ‘too old for the 
part.’ 





‘KIM’ IN INDIA LENSING 
Hollywood, March 16. 

Metro may send a troupe headed 
by Robert Taylor and Freddie Bar- 
tholomew to India for exteriors on 
‘Kim,’ 

Louis Lighton produces with Vie- 
tor Fleming directing. 





—_> 


(WB). Only solo picture in town, 
yey packed a wallop; $8,400; beauti- 
u 


RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)— 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO) and 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (U). Joe E. Brown 
responsible for fair opening; house 
looking for $6,500. Last week ‘Stro- 
goff (RKO) and ‘Two Wise Maids’ 
(Rep). Plenty strong at $9,200 on 
eight-day run. 

Strand (Indie) (2.200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) and ‘Dodge 
City Trail’ (Col). Usual Arliss busi- 
ness; maybe $6.800, not bad. 
week, ‘John Meade’ (Par) a 
‘Happy-Go-Lucky’ (Rep). ; 
crossed the $6,500 mark, fair. 





Lastus 





Loop 
pared~ 
sible e 
week’s 
tertain! 
by Jun 
who is 
a femm 
fore hi 
off at 2 
ing anc 
figures 

Busir 
loop, v 
has bet 
recentl 
sand al 
Brown 

Midw 
zon’ { 
(14) fh 
ever ; 
flicker 
jammet 
ing her 
who ar 
up a: 
knocko 
ing adv 
paign t 

E 

Apoll 
$1.65 )— 
week). 
neat en 
six or s 
compet 
openin; 
langer. 


a Chic: 


*You're 
show. 





loitati 
xcelle 
Garri 
, Read 
‘Saturd: 
Last \ 
finishec 
$6,400. 


‘ Orier 


55)—M 
vaude. 
bute: 
‘4 June S 
$25,000. 
rather 
meant | 
Palac 
*Your | 
,  Fairest 
picking 
not m 
Last w 
$13,300 
Roos 
—Mrs. 
Holdin: 
rently ; 
week, 
least. 
State 
40)—C 
- Vaude, 
badly 1 
Spots v 
ligious 
enough 
*Breezi 
Unite 
35-45-6 
(MG). 
urday 
sibilitic 
Last v 
: faded : 


‘LIG 
$2,51 


4 Batt! 
Light’ 

’ the Lir 

' Brosses 


* ‘week 
church 
Milt 
‘ Westla 
one-m: 
here t} 
_. the Va 
feature 
at the 
E 
Libe: 
‘Guns | 
. ginian’ 
(Rep) 
. Likely 
less NN 
Orders 
_ Flying 








Cabal le 
ne 
‘Lloyd: 

cor 


O'Mall 
= — G0th), 
yh, 


~~ 








“7 





' ‘Saturday 


ya 





» 


‘ 
. 





‘ 


ul 





4as a 
} 


- Vaude, 


Wednesday, March 17, 1937 





——— 


————= 





_PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 





Strippers Plus ‘Mead’s Woman’ 
Total Big $25,000 in Chi; In Love’ 
Only 527,00; Horizon’ Off Big 





Chicago, March 16. 

Loop houses this week are pre- 
pared-to set ‘em up for every pos- 
sible entertainment taste, but this 
week’s b.o. topper is the undress en- 
tertainment at the Oriental headed 
by June St. Clair on the rostrum, 
who is showing the customers how 
a femme should undo her girdles be- 
fore hitting the hay. House started 
off at a terrific pace from the open- 
ing and is upping into mighty coin 
figures for the session. 

Business generally okay in the 
loop, with even the Palace, which 
has been having a tough time of it 
recently, picking up several thou- 
sand above last session with Joe E. 
Brown flicker currently. 

Midwest premiere of ‘Lost Hori- 


zon’ (Col) got away here Sunday 
(14) hight to the biggest audience 
ever assembled for a roadshow 
flicker in the loop. Erlanger was 


jammed. Figured as the best open- 
ing here in years with Joe Plunkett, 
who arranged the entire setup, fixing 
up a front generally acclaimed a 
knockout, besides a general preopen- 
ing advertising and exploitation cam- 
paign that rates tops. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (4th 
week). Around $10,500 last week, 
neat enough take. Will stick around 
six or seven weeks at pace. Got new 
competition on Sunday (14) through 
opening of ‘Lost Horizon’ at the Er- 
langer. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*You’re in Love’ (Col) and stage 
show. Grace Moore flicker opened 
good but drifted off to $27,000, n.s.g. 
Last week, ‘Love Is News’ (20th), 
touched off pleasant $35,800. 

Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
-—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (ist week). 
Frank Capra roadshower opened 
here Sunday (14) after strong ex- 
loitation and advertising campaign. 

xcellent advance sales. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Ready, Willing’ (WB). Opened 
(13). Maybe $7,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Green Light’ (WB) 
finished third loop session to neat 


$6,400. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Mead’s Woman’ (Par) and 
vaude. Three strippers on the stage, 
but especially the well-exploited 
-June St. Clair, accounting for strong 
$25,000. Last week, Bowes’ unit 
rather than ‘Promise to Pay’ (MG) 
meant highly profitable $21,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75)— 
*Your Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘World’s 
Fairest’ unit on stage. Combination 
picking up the house somewhat, but 
not much, at around $16,000, fair. 
Last week was red ink and wails at 
$13,300 for ‘We’re On Jury’ (RKO). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 35-55-75) 
—Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d week). 
Holding up to strong $13,000 cur- 
rently after touching fine $18,900 last 
week, Will be here three weeks at 
least. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Cover of Night’ (MG) and 
House has been hit rather 
badly by Lent, one of the few loop 
spots which are affected by the re- 
ligious holiday. Around $12,500, fair 
enough this week. Last week, 
‘Breezing Home’ (U), $12,400. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700: 
35-45-65-75) — ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG). Pop-priced run opened Sat- 
urday (13) and indicates fair pos- 
Sibilities. Heading for $14,000, so-so. 
Last week, ‘Men Not Gods’ (UA), 


ets faded away to meagre $13,900. 





‘LIGHT’ $3,400, ‘LLOYD'S’ 
$2,900, LINCOLN’S BEST 


Lincoln, March 16. 

Battle is largely between ‘Green 
Light’ at the Stuart and ‘Lloyds’ at 
. the Lincoln this week, although most 
grosses will be pared by pre-Holy 
week activity in this heavily- 
churched town. 

Milt Overman, city manager of 
Westland Theatres, surrendered the 
pne-man struggle to raise prices 

ere this week and the 35c. top at 
the Varsity drops to a quarter, single 
eatures going out in favor of duals 
at the same time. 


Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15) — 
vuns of the Pecos’ (WB) and ‘Vir- 

Ginian’ (Par) split with ‘Circus Girl’ 
Rep) and ‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB. 


ikely $850, fair. Last week, ‘Law- 
€ss Nineties’ (Rep) 





: . and Without 
prders (RKO) split with ‘Man on 
ying Trapeze’ (Par) and ‘Bold 


, Caballero’ (Re 
‘D), same figure. 
Lincoln ‘LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25) — 
oyds’ (20th). Film has best chance 


Cope with Lenten Should 
) 4 " get 
Gano or better. Last week, ‘Great 
fy (WB) and ‘Holy Terror’ 


& bh). Okay at $2,700. 
Seaeee™ (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 


a 





— 


25-40)—‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and 
vaude, split with ‘Plough and Stars’ 
(RKO) and ‘Sinner Take All’ (MG). 
Probably $2,300, good enough. Last 
week, ‘Midnight Court’ (WB) and 
stage show, split with roadshow of 
‘As You Like It’ (20th), got $2,100, 
slow. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40) — 
‘Green Light’ (WB). Might get $3,400 
oke. Last week, ‘Maid of Salem’ 
(Par). Management let it run the 
full seven days, but take was light 
at $2,800. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25-35) — ‘Women of Glamour’ 
(Col) and ‘Find the Witness’ (Col). 
Brings the house back to duals after 
Grace Moore’s third week parade. 
Good outlook at $1,400. Last week, 
‘You're in Love’ (Col), in third week, 
got only $850, fair. 


Romeo No Lark 
In Philly Snow, 
N. S. G. $11,500 


Philadelphia, March 16, 

Rave notices for ‘Fire Over Eng- 
land’ should give this English his- 
torical a nice week’s business and a 
certain holdover at the Aldine, al- 
though the pic lacks marquee names 
for American film fans. 

Whole town is watching first pop 
showing of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ at 
Boyd. Heavy winter weather has so 
far put it in disappointing class. 
Snow has also had its effect on the 
two roadshow pix, ‘Lost Horizon’ 
suffering rather more than ‘Good 
Earth.’ Some of the other downtown 
houses are also taking it on the chin, 
Fox and Earle both reporting trade 
off. . 








Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65) — ‘Fire 
Over England’ (UA). Opened Sat- 
urday (13) to very good notices, but 
not possible to figure strength be- 
cause of terrible weather so far. 
Even then nice $12,000 is indicated. 
Last week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par), n.g. 
$11,000 in 10-day second week. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Man of 
Affairs’ (GB) (2d run), Figures $2,- 
600, fair. Last week ‘No Man of 
Own’ (Par), revival, $4,300 in nine 
days, fair. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG). First grind showing 
here being hurt by weather. So-so 
$11,500 indicated. Last week ‘You're 
in Love’ (Col), good $16,000 in eight 
days. 

Chestnut (1,350; 55-86-$1,14-$1.71) 
—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d week), 
Feeling weather breaks and some- 
what off. First week, ending Sat- 
urday (13), good $15,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55) — ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th) and vaude. French 
Casino unit on stage. Poor $13,000 
is all in sight. Last week ‘On the 
Jury’ (RKO) and vaude, Jesse 
Owens headlined, fair at $14,500. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) and Shep Fields band. 
Poor $13,000 seen. Last week ‘Ready, 
Willing’ (WB) and stage show eked 
out $14,000, so-so. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Ready, 
Willing’ (WB) (2d run). Average 
$2,500 expected. Last week ‘Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) (2d run), n.s.g. $2,000. 

Locust (1,300; 55-86-$1.14-$1.71)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). Town’s other 
roadshower now in fourth week. 
Last week’s biz was $13,500, okay. 


Stanley (3,700; 40-55) — ‘Swing 
High’ (Par). Looks pretty fair. 
Mebbe $13,500. Last week ‘Love Is 
News’ (20th), 10 days got so-so 
$11.000. 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—‘Mid- 


night Court’ (WB). Fairish $6,200 
seen. Last week ‘Espionage’ (MGM), 
$5,600, poor. 


ALL’S WELL IN PORTLAND 


‘Salem’ and ‘Terror’ $7,000—Revival 
Dual Gets $5,500 











Portland, Ore., March 16. 
Revival of ‘Transatlantic Merry- 
goround’ and ‘Call of the Wild’ at 
Parker’s Broadway is clicking nicely. 
‘On the Avenue’ gets a big second 
week at the Hamrick-Evergreen 
Orpheum. ‘Penrod and Sam’ is get- 
ting good matinee biz at Parker’s 
UA. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
(UA) and ‘Call of Wild’ (UA). Re- 
vival of two oldies with name ap- 
neal, good $5.500. Last week ‘Daniel 





Boone’ (RKO) and ‘She’s Danger- 





“Transatlantic Merrygoround | 





ous’ (U) registered nicely for $5,700. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 30-40)—‘One in Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Down to Sea’ (Rep) (6th week). 
Good enough $2,500. Fifth week 
oon average for this house at $2,- 


; Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40) —‘On Avenue’ (Fox) 
and ‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) (2nd 


week). Going great guns for $5,000. 
First week ran up a sock score at 
close to $8,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40)—‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) 
and ‘Holy Terror’ (20th) answering 
to exploitation for fine returns at 
$7,000. Last week ‘Lloyds of London’ 
(Fox) and ‘We’re on Jury’ (RKO) 
(2nd week). Good at $4,900. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 


40)—‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN). Well 
exploited and extra-good matinee 
biz. Over the top for $5,000. Last 


week ‘Espionage’ (MG). 
for this house at $4,500. 


About par 





Snow Murders Cincy, 
But ‘Salem’ Oke $11,000, 
NTG and ‘Wife’ $13,000 


Cincinnati, March 16. 

Winter’s heaviest snow descended 
over the week-end, slushing com- 
bined biz along the cinema front to 
a season’s low. 

‘Maid of Salem’ is the town’s tops, 
getting $11,000 at the Palace. Combo 
Shubert, with ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ 
and the N. T. G. unit, is hanging up 
$13,000 for a zippy figure, consider- 
ing the traffic-halting weather op- 
posish. 

Indie showing of ‘Cloistered’ ended 
a 12-day run at the Taft auditorium, 
Thursday (11), fetching a bang-up 
$13,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO). 
Very poor, $7,000. Last week ‘Green 
Light’ (WB). Fair at $12,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d run). Okay 
$4,000. Last week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG) (2d run). Comfy $5,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) ‘Wild 
Horse Roundup’ (Ind) and ‘Captain 
Calamity’ (GN), split. All right, 
$1,800. Last week ‘Ellis Island’ 
(Ind) and ‘Man of People’ (MG), 
separate, hefty $2,600. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U). Fourth downtown 
week and perky $2,300, following 
smash $3,800 last week. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col). All right 
$5,000. Last week ‘Only Live Once’ 
(UA). Nice $6,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Out- 
cast’ (Par). Tame $4,000. Last week 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par). Fair $4,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). Good $11,000. 
Last week ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO), had 
$8,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 40-60)— 
‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and N. T. G. 
unit. Zippy $13,000. Last week 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) and Gus 
Arnheim brand, $10,500, blah. 


MacMURRAY-LOMBARD 
HOT 856 IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, March 16. 

Several houses ran over to bring 
about Thursday and Friday change 
dates for this week on grosses that 
otherwise would not merit more than 
week’s run. 

Orpheum’s vaude policy folds after 
this week, but Marcus’ show at the 
Palomar is getting swell kale. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27-37-42) ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
and ‘Espionage’ (MG), dual. Looks 
like good $3,400. Last week ‘God's 
Country’ (WB) and ‘Dangerous Num- 











ber’ (MG), dual, nine days, third 
week, $3,100, okay. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(1,900; 21-32) ‘Stowaway’ (20th) and 
‘Chan at Opera’ (20th), dual. Indi- 
cate only $2,800, poor. Last week 
‘College Holiday’ (Par) and ‘All 
American Chump’ (MG), five days, 
to bring Thursday change date, 
$2,800, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—‘California Mail’ (WB) and ‘Sym- 


phony of Living’ (Inv), dual, split 
with ‘Federal Agent’ (Rep) and 
‘River of Unrest’ (GB), dual. Ex- 


pect $2,500, good. Last week, ‘Cow- 
boy Star’ (Col) and ‘Murder by Tele- 
vision’ (Prin), dual, split with ‘Kill- | 
er at Large’ (Col) and ‘Four Days | 
Wonder’ (U), dual, nice $2,400. 
Fifth Avenue’ (Hamrick - Ever - | 
green ) (2,400; 27-37-42) ‘Swing | 
High’ (Par) and ‘Mighty Treve’ (U), | 
dual. Anticipate excellent $8,500 
Last week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and 


‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) dual, nine} 
days to bring Friday change date, | 
$8,600. fair. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.900; 27-37-42) 
—Men Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col), dual. Looks like big 
$5,000. Last week ‘You're in Love’ 
(Col). third week, $3,900, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(990: 27-37-42) - ‘Mrs Chev ne 
(MG) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO). | 
dual. moved from. Fifth Avenue. 


Combo still clicking for okav $3.800 
Last week ‘Green Light’ (FN) andi 


Sleet, Lent, Income Tax, Poor Pix 
Don't Help B'way; ‘Wings’ 616 NSG; 
Devils’ 1046 OK; Belle Baker's 266 





‘Clarence’ (Par) dual, nine days, 
$3,000, fair. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(2,700; 27-37) ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) 
and ‘Woman Alone’ (GB), dual, and 


vaude. Anticipate $6,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Your Birthday’ (RKO) and 
‘Mysterious Cruise’ (U), three days 


of second week to bring Thursday 
change date, $1,700, fair. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 27-42)— 
‘Larceny on Air’ (Rep) and A. B. 
Marcus show. Headed for tremen- 
dous $8,500 in six days. Last week, 
‘Join Marines’ (Rep) and vaude, with 
Fifi D’Orsay reason for $5,100, fair. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,106; 27-37-42)—‘Meade’s Woman’ 
(Par) and ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), 
dual. No biz for this dual; $3,700 
will be poor. Last week ‘Sea Devils’ 
(RKO) and ‘Espionage’ (MG), dual, 
big $6,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 
‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) 
Way Passage’ (WB), dual. 
reach $2,600, good. 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
‘Sing Me Love Song’ 
$3.100, great. 


21-32 )— 
and ‘One 
Looks to 
Last week, 

(Col) and 
(WB), dual, 


Waring, Jeeves 


No Profit at 186 
In Stormy St. L. 


St. Louis, March 16. 

Winter’s severest snowstorm start- 
ed Friday (12) at 6 p.m. and con- 
tinued all night and all day Satur- 
day (13), adding to woes of exhib- 
itors, already hit by Lent. Ambas- 
sador will be hardest hit, as Fred 
Waring’s band, with a $12,500 guar- 
antee, is going to get almost all the 
gelt house collects, 


Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Step Lively Jeeves’ (20th) and 
Fred Waring’s band on stage. Latter 
will help to $18,000, but this won't 
be enough to crack nut. Last week, 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) and stage 
show, reached $15,000, fair. 

Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Don’t Tell 
the Wife’ (RKO). Weather holding 
this dualer to $14,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Midnight Court’ (WB), finished with 
$10,300, poor. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55)— 
‘A Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (UA). 
Not more than $12,000 in sight for 
this one, only fair. Last week, 
‘Espionage’ (MG) and ‘Men Are Not 
Gods’ (UA), didn’t hold up and fin- 
ished with $11,500, average. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Outcast’ (Par) and ‘She’s Dangerous’ 
(U). Satisfactory at $9,500. Last 
week, ‘You're in Love’ (Col) and 
‘Green Light’ (WB), garnered $10,- 
400, good. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40) — 
‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run) and stage 
show. Pix will hold take to $7,700, 
fair. Last week, ‘Champagne Waltz’ 
(Par) (2d run) and stage show, 
$9,900, fine biz. 





BARD’S B.0. IN B’KLYN 


‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ $15,500, 
Strong 'Nuff to H.O. 
Brooklyn, March 16. 
Good attendance at majority of 
downtown deluxers, but great sur- 
prise is Fabian’s Strand, where ‘Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream’ is packing 
them in at every show. Doc Joe Lee 


staged aggressive campaign using 
radio, billboards, school organiza- 
tions to plug Shakespeare flicker. 


Pic will hold over after magnificent 
$15,500 in first week’s showing. 





Estimates for 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—'Woman 
Alone’ (GB) and ‘Time Out for Ro- 
mance’ (20th), dual. Expect satis- 
factory $14,000. Last week, ‘Avenue’ 
(20th) and ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) 


This Week 


(3d week), $15,500, good. 


Fox (4,000; 25-25-55)—‘You’re in 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Outcast’ (Par). Get- 
ting okay reception to tune of good 


| $17,000, but away below grosses of 
other Grace Moore pics. Last week. 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Two Wise Maids’ (Rep), $14,000, 
poor. 

Metropolitan (2.400; 25-35-55)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Man of 
People’ (MG) Doing fairish $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Only Live Once’ (UA) 
and ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG), $15.,- 


500. fair 
Paramount 25-35-55 )— 


(4,000: 








=a 


Snow and rain depressed _ the 
weekend, but didn’t cause a flurry at 
the b. o. until Monday (14) night, 
although the Sunday night biz wag 
nicked to some extent. On Monday 
night, however, the rain delivered a 
solar plexus. Then, of course, it’s 
Lent and income tax deadline. 

Of the new product, 
Devils’ is showing steam. Otherwisé 
the better part of the Main Stem 
take is going to the holdover shows 


‘Wings of the Morning’ will de 


only ‘Sea 


around $61,000 at Radio City Music 
Hall, quite blah. Benny Goodman 
and his band continue to excite 


the Paramount box office for ‘Maid 
of Salem.’ Goodman is pushing the 
Par’s gross for a handsome $45,000 
on the second week of ‘Maid of 
Salem,’ and will go a third, sure. 


Belle Baker is holding up ‘Dan- 
gerous Number’ at the State for a 
nice $26,000. 

‘Love Is News’ is another holdover 
show that’s making a nice gait. This 
film should finish the Roxy for 


around $32,000 on its second week 
[t goes a third. 

‘Ready, Willing and 
newer film crop, looks 
ee eS 

In the $2 division both ‘Good Earth 
and ‘Lost Horizon’ are doing as 
nicely as desired. Capacity for both 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.106-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (7th week). On 
its 6th week, $17,000, not far from an 
utmost figure. Still appears to be an 
indefinitely long visitor on the Main 
Stem. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Romeo’ (MG) (2nd-final week). 
Dipped deeply to $20,000 after an 
opening $32,000. Fairly vood figure 
for the second stanza. ‘Maytime’ 
(MG) comes in Thursday. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)— 
‘Strangers on Honeymoon’ (GB), At 
$7,000, weak, but not below the av- 
erage house take. Last week. ‘Wo- 
man of Glamoyr’ (Col) no dice at 


Able,’ of the 
like $12,500, 


$7,000. 
Globe (1,274: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
“Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3d week), 


Doing very well at $18,000, as close 


to capacity as may be desired. Ditto 
last week. 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—Great 


O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Her Husband's 
Secretary’ (WB). Heading for $7,000 
Same amount credited last week ta 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Mid- 
night Court’ (WB). 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
— ‘Maid of Salem’ and Benny Good- 
man’s orchestra (2d week). Finish- 
ing second stanza for a hefty $45,000 
as Benny Goodman and his swing 
combo continue an exciting support- 
ing pace for the show. Last week. 
first stanza, shows a big $58,000. 
Stays a third. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5.980: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Wings of the Morn- 
ing’ (20th) and stage show. At 
$61,000, not so hot at this house. 
Last week, ‘Fire Over England’ 
(UA) just under $60,000. Both are 
British-mades. 


Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—-‘Sea Devils’ 


(RKO). Off to a good start and 
looks to up the theatre’s average 
hoisting for a nice $10.500: after 


$7,700 on ‘Espionage’ (MG), average. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Nancy Steele Missing’ (20th) (2nd 
week). Under $15,000. First stanza 
credited with $25,000. not bad. Pie- 
ture continues a third week, an un- 
merited holdover. 

Roxy (5.836; 25-45-55-75 )—‘Love Is 
News’ (20th) (2nd week) and stage 
show. Nice $32.000 expected for 
this week. Holds a third. First 
week, went big for $43.800 and some- 
thing about which to shout. Theatre 
credits ‘Hollywood Hotel’ radio 
broadeast with aiding second week's 
take. 

Strand (2,767: 25-55 
Willing and Able’ (W 
$12,500. n.s.g.. but bette 
has been ding lately 


-75)-—Ready. 
B). Around 
r than house 
Holds over. 


Last week, ‘Great O'Malley’ (WB). 
$10,000. 

State (3.450: 35-55-75 )—‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG) and Belle Baker on 
stage. Miss Baker is handing tre- 
mendous support to this one. a first- 
run but lesser pic, to keep the house 
on a good keel and sailing for 


$26,000, nice. Last week. ‘Champagne 





Waltz’ (Par), only $23,000. 

‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB) Drawin okay 
$18,000 and holdover. Last week, 
‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘Clarence’ 
(Par), $16,000, good. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)——‘Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream’ (WB) and ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (WB) Shakespeare 
is wowing City of Churches and ex- 
pected to cop grand $15,509 and hold 
over Last week, ‘Arizona Mahoney’ 
(Par) and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB) 
$5,000, weak. 
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In Pitt All's Well; ‘Swing High 
Big $16,500, Sea and Unit $21,000 





. 


Pittsburgh, March 16. 

Looks like another sock week down- 
town, demonstrating the Golden Tri- 
angle’s recent recuperative qualities. 
Previous stanza was a fizz, save for 
the holdovers, but trade, despite a 
weekend blizzard and snowstorm, is 
springing back fast. 

Lot of credit can be placed at the 
Stanley’s door. House has resumed 
stage shows again, after a two-month 
lapse and that invariably brings 
new blood into the downtown sec- 
tor. Inversely, when the main stem 
is strictly film, the nabes profit, cus- 
tomers figuring there’s no particular 
attraction for them in the center. 

At the Stanley, ‘Sea Devils’ and 
*Revue Internationale’ are crocking 
"em and heading for the best week 
in months. Also hitting hard is 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ at the 
Penn, while ‘On the Avenue,’ in 
its fifth week, continues to show sur- 
prising strength at the Fulton and 
should hold again. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40) 
*‘Head Over Heels in Love’ (GB) and 
‘Devil's Playground’ (Col). One of 
poorest duals this house has come 
up with. Got okay opening, anything 
does here since it’s bank night, but 
probably starvation for the rest of 
the week. May hit $5,000. Last week 
‘When You’re in Love’ (Col) held 
only two days beyond a week and 
around. $8,250 on nine days. That’s 
only fair. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th). Still biting 
off chunks of profit in fifth week. 
Should have no trouble clipping off 
a smart $5,250, which practically as- 
sures a sixth week. Last week nearly 
$6.000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
*‘Swing High, Swing Low’ (Par). Sort 
of stuff that makes good b.o. lining. 
Lombard and McMurray are names 
here and good word-of-mouth is 
helping. Should knock off elegant 
$16,500. Last week ‘When’s Your 
Birthday’ (RKO) yanked after six 
days, sliding house to new low at 
current scale: around $4,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) 
*Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Revue In- 
ternationale’ on stage. First flesh 
here in two months and apparently 
the town is ripe for jt again. Good 
combo and first two days collected 
better than $9,000, That indicates a 
$21,000 session, great. Last week 
‘Ready, Willing and Able’ (WB) 
n.s.h. at $10,200. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40) ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (WB) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond Escapes’ (Par). No names, 
but a couple of good titles to sell. 
Got away to brisk start and looks 
like $5,500, money in the bank. Last 
week ‘Green Light’ (FN), second 
here, but third downtown, okay at 
$6,000 and could have stuck longer. 


N. G. L’ville Biz Due 
To Snow, St. Repairs; 
‘Swing High’ Nice 66 


Louisville, March 16. 


Sudden return of winter, which 
deposited several inches of snow over 
the weekend, isn’t helning grosses. 
Lenten slump also beginning to be 
felt currently. 

Two blocks on Fourth Street, 
town’s main stem and theatre dis- 
trict. still torn up for underground 
repairs and work may continue for 
some weeks before it is completed 
This condition does not contribute 
toward a healthful b. o. trade. 

‘Swing High. Swing Low’ at the 
Rialto is conning lion’s share of the 
biz. with Grace Moore pic at Loew’s 
State giving indications of dronving 
a previous grosses of the diva’s 

ms. 








Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1.- 
500: 15-25-40)—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). 
Second downtown week, after move- 
over from Loew’s State. No excite- 
ment, but $2.300 is fair. Last week 
‘One in a Million’ (20th), opened 
house after flood holiday to mild 
$2.000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900: 15-25)— 
*‘Stowawav’ (20th) and ‘Chan at 
Onera’ (20th). dual. snlitting with 
‘One Way Pessase’ (WB) and ‘Go 
West. Young Man’ (Par). dual. Pair 
of stron’ dual bills headine for fine 
$?.400. Last week ‘Collese Holiday’ 
(Par) and ‘Adventure in Marhattan’ 
(Col), dual. snared $1 800. fair. 


Toew’s State (3.000: 15-95-40)— 
‘When You're in Love’ (Col) and 
‘Man of the Penonle’ (MG). dual. 


Grace Moore pic the draw here. but 
not wn to b. o. standard of nreviane 
efforts. Publicity emnhesic an Tn 
Love.’ lookine towards $5.600 foir 
Last week. ‘Onlv Live Onre’ (TIA) 
ar? ‘Women in Distress’ (Col) ano 
prtted nice $6300. 
Marv Aréersen (Tibscon) 
15-95-40)\—‘Great O’Meliey’ 
Exrc*totion is for $3509 
bit tele mov evrnnd  thic Tact 
week. ‘Greer Licht’ (WR) (97 week) 
jus*ited haldaver with fine $3 4N0 
Qhio (‘(Settos) (900; 15)—‘Under 


—— 


«71 nnn- 
(WR? 


nvrarcan 


Two Flags’ (20th) and ‘Rooftops of 
Manhattan’ (WB), dual, split with 
‘Remember Last Night’ (U) and 
‘Splendor’ (UA), dual. Explosion in 
street excavation will prolong re- 
pairs in front of this house and keep 
street closed to auto traffic, which 
hurts b. o. plenty. May take $800, 
poor. Last week ‘Top Hat’ (RKO) 
and ‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U), dual, 
splitting with ‘Affair of Susan’ (U) 
and ‘King of Burlesque’ (20th), dual, 
average $900. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Goes to College’ (Par), dual. Taking 


town’s best biz mostly on b. o. 
draught of musical. Should tally 
around $6,000, good considering 
Lenten season and _ inclement 


weather over weekend. Last week, 
‘Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Off to Races’ 
(20th), dual, packed hefty wallop at 
$9,000, great. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 


40) — ‘When’s Your Birthday?’ 
(RKO) and ‘Criminal Lawyer’ 
(RKO), dual. Combo somewhat 


stronger than some previous dual- 
lers and may build to fair $3,400. 
Last week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
‘Clarence’ (Par), dual, splendid $4,- 
200. 


BUFF. BIZ N.S.G.; 
‘SWING HIGH 
516,000 


Buffalo, March 16. 
Biz light in town this week. ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low,’ at $16,000 is hest 
grosser. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par). Looks to do 
over $16,000, good. Last week, ‘Green 
Light’ (WB), good $15,900. 
Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) and ‘Accused’ 
(UA). Good dual for around $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
(Par) and ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB), 
neat $7,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Your Birthday’ (RKO). May do 
$8,000, fair. Last week ‘Only Live 
Once’ (UA), okay $8,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) — 
‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and ‘Along 
Came Love’ (Par). Probably aroynd 
$7,000, fair. Last week ‘Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Man Who Could 
Work Miracles’ (UA), $6,300, poor. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Join the Marines’ (Rep) and ‘Two 
Wise Maids’ (Rep). around $7,000. 
poor. Last week ‘Head Over Heels 
in Love’ (GB) and ‘Conflict’ (U), not 
as good as expected at $7,600. 


CHODOROV SWINGS TO 
METRO AS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, March 16. 


Edward Chodorov is joining Metro 
as a producer. He will be in the 
Sam Katz group of A picture manu- 
facturers. 

Chodorov recently left a produc- 
tion post at Columbia after a differ- 














Van Loan Turns Out 


Eight Yarns for Indie 
Hollywood, March 16. 

H. H. Van Loan has sold eight 
stories to Mitchell Leichter, presi- 
dent of Advance Pictures. Author 
will be billed over cast names, with 
first ‘of t#e pictures going into pro- 
duction within 60 days. 
Leichter, now in the east, has en- 
gaged Conway Tearle, Ralph 
Graves, Nick Stuart, Margaret Mor- 
ris, Eddie Nugent and Bill Edwards 
for the series. 


HIGH SWINGS 
$10,000 IN K. C. 


Kansas City, March 16. 


Biz is off key currently. Single 
on-pitch-note is at the Mainstreet 
with ‘Swing High, Swing Low.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ (Par) and 
‘Outcast’ (Par). Dual bill looks to 
be week’s best bet; $10,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) 
and ‘Clarence’ (Par), six days, $6,500, 
weak. 

Midland (Loew) 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col). Hard tc sell; $8,500, 
low. Last week, ‘Espionage’ (MG) 
and ‘Man Who Could Work Miracles’ 








(4,000; 25-40)— 


(UA). Faded to bad $8,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO) and 
‘Wanted to Marry’ (RKO). Hasn't 
much chance; $6,000, n.s.h. Last 


week, ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB) and ‘Condemned Row’ (RKO). 
Fair $7,500. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Off 
to Races’ (20th) and vaude. So-so 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and vaude. Under expecta- 
tions but topped the town at $9.700. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,030; 25-40)— 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) (2nd run) 
Did $10,000 two weeks ago at the 
Tower and should get nice $4,000 


currently. Second runs have a habit 
of holding up here. Last week, 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th). Fair 


$3,400 for six days. 


$6,000 Rental Arrears 
On Talisman Studio 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Unless $6,000 in rental arrears is 
paid by Hollywood Studios, Inc., to 
the L. A. Young interests on a lease 
of the Talisman Studios, the lessees 
will be brought into court on ouster 
proceedings tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Studio was leased by Hollywood 
Studios, Inec., and its principals, 
Maurice Gebber, retail fur dealer, 
and Oscar Horne, the bankroll sup- 
plied by Lord Harry Ciifton of Eng- 
land. 

Clifton left here immediately 
after signing of the lease and has 
not been heard from in that regard 
since. Gebber and Horne have been 
operating the plant and had leased 
it to Monogram to make its pictures. 
However, with two months in ar- 
rears, John Crinnion, representing 
Young interests, came here and 
made demands for the coin last 
week, with final limit placed as 
March 17. 

In case of ouster proceedings, 
Young interests will take over the 
plant and assume the Monogram 
lease, which is for the current sea- 











ence of opinion with a studio exec. 








son’s production. 





‘Soldier’ Fine 


‘Avenue’ Disappoints, but Oke $15,000, 


$8,000, Washington 





Washington, March 16. 
Ace houses are all off this week, 
although the second runs are mopping 
up. Some inclination to blame it on 


the opening of the new Trans-Lux, 
but even with that house packed by 
the curious, its 600 seats can’t ac- 
count for all the dent. 

Palace was counting heavily on 
‘On the Avenue,’ but it hasn’t come 
through despite critic’s raves over 
the Berlin tunes. Keith’s on the other 
hand was worried over selling 
Anton Walbrook, but ‘Soldier and 
Lady,’ though not big, will turn in 
profit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and vaude. Pic 
nicely reviewed and stage show 
sends ’em away happy. but show 
won't better a light $18,500. Last 
week ‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and 
show opened big, but slipped to oke 





$20,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 


‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) (2d run). 
Third downtown week looks like big 
$5,000. Last week ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th) (2d run) took good $4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—Women of Glamour’ (Col) and 
vaude. Pleasing stage bill, but lucky 
4 see sight $13,000. Last week 
“You're In Love’ (Col) sli 
oke $18,000. — S 
..Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 25-35-60) — 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO). Should 
get satisfactory $8,000. Last week 
‘When's Your Birthday’ (RKO) died 
at $5,500. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Green 
Light’ (WB) (2d run). Third week 
on main stem, shooting at big $4,500. 
Last week same pic $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th). Disappoint- 
ing at oke $15.000. Last week ‘Mrs. 





Cheyney’ (MG) (2nd week) oke 
$9.000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-50) 
—‘Cloistered’ (French) (2d week). 


Oke $2,500. Last week sock $5,000. 





Wednesday, March 17, 1937 








‘Love News and ‘Wings’ Fine $20, 
But Hub Crying Those 


Lenten Blues 











Exhibs’ U.S. Tax Jam 


- Detroit, March 16. 

Criminal prosecutions for income- 
tax evasions against Jacob Schrei- 
ber, theatre circuit owner here, and 
his attorney, Milton Bernstein, were 
adjourned last week by Federal 
Judge Arthur F, Lederele, pending 
decision of Attorney General Cum- 
mings as to a compromise settle- 
ment. 

Records show Schreiber paid $425 
income tax in 1929 as against the 
Government's claim of $37,700. Bern- 
stein is charged with aiding and 
abetting Schreiber in making an er- 
roneous tax return. 


Snow K.0.’s Balto 
Biz; Keeler-Dixon 


Musical N.G. 56 


Baltimore, March 16. 

Bad weather combined with lenten 
slump giving local exhibs some jit- 
tery moments, with biz very spotty. 
Balmy weather of last week took a 
change to the other extreme, with 
weekend bringing heaviest snowfall 
of the year. Grosses took a bad 
beating. 

Business of the town is being gar- 
nered by the Hipp with ‘Sea Devils’ 
on screen and Little Jack Little fea- 
turing stage presentation. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Family Affair’ (MG). Do- 
ing bare $6,500, which means plenty 
of empty seats and red ink. Last 
week, ‘Espionage’ (MG), not much 
better with $7,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Sea Devils’ 
(RKO) and Little Jack Little band. 
Getting town’s biz with profitable 
$13,400. Last week, ‘Women of 
Glamour’ (Col) bolstered by Eddy 
Duchin band, got $15,700, okay. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25 - 30 - 35-40-55) — ‘Transatlantic 
Honeymoon’ .(Par). Opens tonight 
(Tues.). Last week, ‘Mead’s Woman’ 
(Par), fair $4,800. . 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55 )—‘Love Is News’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Satisfactory $6,700. Last week 
very bullish $8,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3.450; 15-25-35-40- 
55) — ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB). Opened Saturday (13) and 
not doing much; poor $5,100 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Great O'Malley’ 
CWB) $4,700, very bad. 


‘LOVE NEWS’ $6,500, 
SWEET IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 16. 
‘Wings of Morning’ (Brit) is cur- 
rently in its seventh week, a record 
in this city. It has even bettered 
previous seven days’ gross some 
weeks and is still holding up well. 
Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
‘Wings of Morning’ (Brit) (7th 
week). Still holding around the 
okay $4,500 mark of past three 


weeks. 
(CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Green 

















Palace 
Light?’ (WB) and ‘They Wanted to 
Marry’ (RKO). Can look for a fair 
$7,500. Last week was third repeat 
of ‘Camille’ (MG) for good $5,000. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700;- 50)—‘Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Sinner Take 
All’ (MG). Ought to gross good 


$8,000. Last week, ‘You’re in Love’ 
(Col) and ‘Woman in Distress’ (Col). 
good $8,000. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and ‘Mama 
Steps Out’ (MG), dual, with stage 
show. Should gross $10,000, good 
enough. Last week ‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG) and ‘Career Woman’ 
(WB), with stage show, $9,000, fair. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 50)—‘Love Is 
News’ (20th) and ‘She’s Dangerous’ 


(20th). This ought to gross good 
$6,500. Last week, ‘John Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Outcast’ (Par). 
$6,000, fair. 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Helene’ (3d week). An- 
other good $2,000 after $2,500 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 34) 
—‘Paris’ and ‘La Brigade en Jupons.’ 
Lent is hitting the French houses: 
a om we be fair. Last week. 
‘Clu e Femmes’ and ‘A Minui 
le 7,’ $3,500. = 








Boston, March 16, 

Although most film house man. 
agers are wailing about the Lent 
slump, it’s really that there’s no 
sock product on the local screens, 
Standout is ‘Love Is News,’ on a dual 
bill with ‘Wings of Morning’ at the 
Keith Memorial, where one of the 
best takes of the season is currently 
beiny registered. 

‘Cheney’ on a double bill at the 
Orph and State is medium. 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Night Waitress’ (RKO) and stage 


show, starring Edgar Kennedy. Will 
hit okay $20,000. ‘Mysterious Cross- 
ing’ (U) and ‘Fairest on Parade’ unit 
$19,000 last week. 

Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-83. 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Good Earth’ (MG), 
Opened last week with a short stanza 
of five and a half days, drawing 
satisfactory $12,000. Light on mat- 
inee biz, but hefty evening attrac. 
tions. In for three more frames. 

Fenway (MP) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—Murder Goes to College’ (Par) and 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th), dual. Skidding to 
$5,000. Last week close to $8,000 for 
‘Green Light’ (WB) (2nd run) and 
snares Blonde’ (WB) (lst run), dou- 

e. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
30-55)—‘Love Is News’ (20th and 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th). Dual is 
a fine combo and will hit around 
$20,000, big. This is second week of 
double bill policy here and appears 
to be the stimulus the house needed, 
Last week dandy $17,400 for ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKQ) and ‘On Jury’ (RKO), 
double. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Swing High’ (Par) and stage 
show. Just marking time at $18,000. 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Paradise on Parade’ unit slithered 
to very poor $15,000 last week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Mrs. Cheney’ (MG) and ‘Dan- 
gerous Number’ (MG), dual. Prom- 
ises fair $14,000. ‘When You're in 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Counterfeit Lady’ 
(Col), double, n.s.g. $12,500 last week, 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) 
and ‘Crack-Up’ (20th), dual. Looks 
pale at $6,500. ‘Green Light’ (WB) 
(2nd run) and ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB) 
(Ist run), dual, hit big $11,800 last 
week. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Green Light’ (WB) (3d run) and 
‘Fugitive in Sky’. (WB) (st run), 
dual. Showing strength, probably 
$8,500. ‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB) and 
‘Great O’Malley’ (WB), both 2d run, 
doubled, fair $7,700 last week. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Mrs. Cheney’ (MG) and ‘Dangerous 
Number’ (MG), dual. Looks good for 
$12,500, medium.. Last week, $11,000 
for ‘You’re in Love’ (Col) and 
‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col), dual. 


Joe Brown’s ‘Birthday’ 
Good $8,000 in Denver 





Denver, March 16. 
‘Green Light,’ okay at the Denver 
and will go to the Aladdin for a sec- 
ond week. ‘When Your’e in Love” 
at the Aladdin, not quite up to last 
week, but good enough to be moved 
to the Broadway for a third week, 
having already played the Denver. 
Joe Brown in ‘When’s Your Birth- 
day’ is the draw at the Orpheum, 
‘Swing High, Swing Low’ is doing 
fine by the Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
‘You’re in Love (Col). Will be 


moved to the Broadway for a third: 


week, finishing here with $3,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Avenue’ (20th) finished 
with good $3,500. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40) ‘Avenue’ (20th), following a 
week each at the Denver and Alad- 
din. Holding up nicely and should 
get $3,000. Last week ‘God’s Country’ 
(WB) turned in $3,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
‘Swing High,’ (Par). In the big 
money at $7,500. Last week, ‘Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) fared nicely, closing 
at $6,800. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50) ‘Green Light’ (FN) and stage 
band. Best figure in town at $10,000. 
Last week, ‘You’re-in Love’ (Col), 
got swell $10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
‘Your Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘Crimi- 
nal Lawyer’ (RKO). Joe Brown pic 
drawing kids in large numbers; 
should finish with good $8,000. Last 
week ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Don’t 
Tell Wife’ (RKO), $7,200, nice. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2.000; 
40) ‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘O 
to Races’ (20th). Will get about 
$3,000, so-so. Last week. ‘Stolen Holi- 
day’ (FN) and ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN} 
fair $3;500. F 
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British Exhib Report Shows Prod 


+ Gam for 36; 35 More Films Than ’35 
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London, March 7. 
exhibitors found native 


© most acceptable addition to the sup- 








ply received fromi*other countries.’ 
So says the annual report of the 
Cinematograph [Exhibitors’ Assn. 
which, to some degree, contradicts 
the frequent criticism that home pro- 
ductions are often a headache to the 
boxoffice. 

Tables attached to the report show 
a total of 208 British pictures offered 
last year, an increase of 35 on 1935, 
main point of comparison being the 
increase in domestic films released 
by American distributors and de- 
crease in product offered by major 
native distributors. 

Most British films released by any 
distrib in 1936 was 21, offered by 
Radio. Of other American under- 
takings, Paramount had 18, Warners 
13, Metro 12, 20th-Fox 12, United 
Artists 11, and Columbia 7. 

Comparative figures for 1935 were: 
Radio 16, Par 14, Warners 12, Metro 
12, Fox 10, United Artists 8, and 
Columbia 4. Universal, since amalga- 
mated with General Films (local) is 
in the °35 list with 3. 

Biggest output of British pictures 
from native distributors came from 
Gaumont-British last year, with 19. 
Associated British (Maxwell) had 15. 
and General-Universal had 17. 
A.B.F.D. (Basil Dean) released 15, 
Twickenham 7 and British Lion 7, 
balance being product from lesser 
units. 

Comparison with 1935 is as fol- 
lows: Gaumont-British 29, Associated 
British 18, General 3, A.B.F.D. 11, 
Twickenham 5, British Lion 6. 

With product from each distributor 
graded and analyzed, results show a 
bunching of pictures in the medium 
band. C.E.A. practice is to award 
marks per picture, based on calcu- 
lated entertainment value, product 
needing to be good to gain eight or 
more marks, exceptionally good to 
rate nine or over. Thus, only four 
films earn 9-9%, three drawing 8%4, 
11 drawing 8%, 24 drawing 8%, and 
27 =drawing_ eight. Subsequent 
gradings show 113 bunched in group- 
ings down to the seven mark and 26 
pictures drawing lower markings, 
rating them as quickies. 


MUNRO REORGANIZING 
MOODABE, N. Z., CHAIN 


Auckland, N. Z., Feb. 23. 
Charles Munro, md. of Hoyts, 
made a quick tour over the Moodabe 
chain here, in which he and 20th- 
Fox have an interest. 


First move was to set plans for a 
new theatre in Auckland, which will 
be used as a show-window for 20th. 
It is presumed that the government 
will offer no objection to the erection, 
despite building restrictions at pres- 
ent in force. Munro next arranged 
for a complete renovation of the 
Plaza here, and also completed deals 
to cover available spots on expansion. 


In Masterton, Munro completed a 
deal for Moodabe, J. C. Williamson 
Films and New Zealand theatres to 
pool interests and operate two thea- 
tres, instead of three. Each organiza- 
tion held a house in this spot and 


just getting by because of over- 
Seating. 











Feyder to Berlin 
For Another Tobis 


; Berlin, March 7. 
Tobis has Jacques Feyder, French 
urector, signed to direct an interna- 

tional circus film, based on an orig- 
mal idea of his own. He will arrive 
in Berlin in June. 


Pic is to be done in both French 
a German as was his ‘Kermesse 
€roique’ for the same concern. 





Mexico’s CLASA in Reorg 


Mexico City, March 16. 
Committee of local capitalists has 
charge of reorganizing Cine- 
Matografica Latino Americano, S. A. 
aa SA), pic production enterprise 
ich recently failed. Alberto J. 
= » €x-diplomat, Finance Minister 
One of Mexico's leading capital- 
_,* the chairman. He is the 


tT of Albe j i. ex- 
Clasa Pha rto Ricardo Pani, ex 


_Reorganizers contemplate produc- 


ing. some of the pics Clasa was 
£ on. 
_ 


} 
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Film Ad Shows 


Tokyo, Feb. 23. 
Manufacturers here, denied 
use of radio for advertising 
purposes, have been using films 
to good effect in reaching that 
portion of the public which 
craves entertainment while be- 
ing hypoed with sales dope. 
Shows put on so far have 
been self-liquidating, because a 
small admission is charged, in 
addition to the necessity of pre- 
senting tops of cartons or cou- 
pons. Usually the Tokyo Ge- 
kijo, 3,000 seater, is rented for 
one day, and regular second or 
third-run foreign films are 
dished up. 

















DOYLE'S AUSSIE 
REORG ALMOST 
READY 


Sydney, Feb. 23. 
Next month should see the issue of 
a statement by Stuart F. Doyle on 
a refinance scheme for his Greater 
Union Theatres. 


Doyle has just returned from Mel- 
bourne, where he had several chatter 
sessions with interested parties. Now 
he is huddling with Norman Rydge 
on completed details to place before 
the board of directors. 


Capital can be gotten from Eng- 
land, but only on condition that 
Doyle bring all his units together 
into the one group. Capital is also 
said ready to come in locally and 
Doyle and Rydge may go after it, 
or arrange for a split-up. 


While Doyle and Rydge have been 
busy here, Ken Asprey has been tak- 
ing care of the English end, and be- 
tween the three completed details 
should be ready in the near future. 
Asprey has also been talking to the 
English producers on guarantee cuts 
for British Empire Films, a local dis- 
trib company in which he and Doyle 
are interested. Asprey is on his way 
back to Australia now, and when he 
arrives it is expected that things will 
start moving. 

Meantime, Doyle is rebuilding and 
renovating theatres on his chain, also 
keeping an eye open for tieups in 
spots where G.U.T. is not so strong. 








Italo-China Reciprocity 
At Hollywood’s Expense 


Rome, March 16. 

Italian government has banned 
‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par) at the 
request of the Chinese legation here, 
which objected to several sequences 
in the film. 

It’s the natural result of a recent 
Chino-Italian film pact for reciprocity 
on matters of film policy. 


G-B Theatres’ 157, 


London, March 16. 
Provincial Cinematograph Thea- 
tres, which is the Gaumont-British 
picture circuit, will pay a 15% div- 
idend on ordinary stock. 
Same payoff for the 10th consecu- 
tive year. 











Jap Exhib on World Tour 


Tokyo, Feb. 23. 

Nagamasa Kawakita, Towa Shoji 
prez, and his wife, leave March 12 
for Berlin, where they will 0.0. prod- 
uct for distribution in Japan next 
season. While in Europe, time will 
be spent in Paris and London for 
the same purpose. 

Accompanying Kawakita’s party 
will be Setsuko Hara, actress, who 
appeared in ‘The New Earth’ film 
finished recently here by Dr. Arnoid 
Fanck. She is skedded to appear in 
several German productions before 
returning to Japan. 

Party returns via America, where 
distribution arrangements will be 
made with some indies. 


SUMMER ENDS IN SYDNEY 





Biz Prospects Up with Cold Snap— 
Batch of New Pix Open 


Sydney, Feb. 23. 

Managers were thankful when a 
cold snap set in last week. Host of 
new pix came in at. the weekend 
and two or three may bring nice 
trade. 

‘Theodora’ (Col) opened strong 
and should run into three weeks. 
Par’s ‘Big Broadcast’ looks like a 
winner and may move into the big 
hit class. ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) got 
away to a nice start and appears set 
for about three weeks. ‘Marriage of 
Corbal’ (AD) is n.s.h. and unlikely 


to linger long. ‘Garden of Allah’ 
(UA) swings into a second week, 
despite unfavorable newspaper re- 
ports. ‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col) 


goes into a second week and is stay- 
ing. ‘Libeled Lady’ (M-G) is still 
pulling, but will soon be replaced by 
‘Gorgeous Hussy’ (M-G). “Woman 
Rebels’ (RKO) slips easily into a 


third week, but will make way for 


‘This Will Make You Whistle’ (AD). 


Weekly change is so-so. with 
‘Crack-Up’ (Fox), ‘Phantom Broad- 
cast’ (AD) and ‘Longest Night’ 
(M-G). 


And ‘Show Boat’ (U) is in its 10th 
month. 





Melbourne, Feb. 23. 

It’s okay over here, with ‘Mr. 
Deeds’ (Ccl), ‘Libeled Lady’ (M-G), 
‘Girls’ Dormitory’ (Fox), ‘Cham- 
pagne Waltz’ (Par), ‘Stage Struck’ 
(WB), ‘Orphan of Wilderness’ (Cine- 
sound) and ‘Dishonor Bright’ (AD) 
leading the b.0.’s. j 


BAVARIA PIX 
DOUBLES B. R. 


Berlin, March 7. 

Neues Deutsches Lichtspiel-Syndi- 
kat is now the only stockholder of 
Bavaria Film., Inc. At a stockholders’ 
meeting Syndikat, represented by 
Dr. Hoffmann-Burges, approved the 
business report of the year ending 
June 30, 1936. Balance shows a net 
profit of about $3,000, which is to 
be put into the Legal Reserve Fund. 

Syndikat, as the new single share- 
holder, has already directed toward 
Bav-ria Film a goodly sum. But at 
the meeting it was decided to in- 
crease the capital from the present 
$240,000 to $481,000, providing the 
plan meets with the approval of the 
Reich’s Ministry of Economics. 
Report given at the meeting states 
that, out of 18 pix gone to the studio 
in the current year, 15 have been 
finished and, of the other three, two 
are about ready, with a third under 
way. 

Bavaria has been in need of coin 
for some time, Doubling of the capi- 
tal will mean putting production on 
a much larger scope. 


SAVILLE MUSICAL AS 
2D BRIT. TECHNICOLOR 


London, March 7. 
Second Technicolor feature to be 
produced here will be ‘Bicycle Built 
for Two,’ lavish musical, which 
Victor Saville will do at Denham. 
Saville has scheduled ‘Action for 
Slander,’ from Mary Borden's novel 
first, with the tinter to follow, rating 
as his fourth indie production since 
he went over to Denham. 
United Artists distribs. 








‘ 











Mexican Production Up 


Mexico City, March 16. 

Mexican film production has taken 
another perk up with the completion 
of plans by two companies to pro- 
duce on a bigger scale. 

Felipe Mier, who quit as the War- 
ner head here to form a producing 
company with his brother, Fernando, 
two years ago, is arranging to pro- 
duce four features. Juan Pezet, head 
of a producing unit bearing his name 
will undertake ‘continuous produc- 
tion,’ starting in the spring. 





Viennese ‘Mary’ Dub 
Vienna, March 5. 

RKO pictures are synchronizing 
the German version of ‘Mary of 
Scotland’ (RKO) in the Selenophon 
studios here. 

Lisbeth Huebel, Theo Goetz, Erik 
Frey and Walter Gynt are speaking 
the new sound track. They come 





from local legit. 


mn Oo 





Mexican Boom 


Mexico City, March 16. 
American tourist trade is the 
highest in Mexican history. 








Biz in general is 40% to 60% 
higher this season than it was 
last, especially where it touches 
tourist trade, 


BRITISH STUDIO 
HELP IN NEW 
ASSN 


London, March 7. 

Representatives of production in- 
terests here attended an inaugural 
meeting called to discuss formation 
of a new major trade association 
and, by unanimous vote, agreed to 
the plan, with a committee estab- 
lished to see it through, There were 
120 persons present. 

Association’s job will be to handle 
labor matters and items of commer- 
cial importance, It is open to all on 
the production side, British and 
foreign. 

Five sections will be formed for 
producers, studio operators, produc- 
ers of non-commercial shorts, news- 
reel and laboratory operators. 

Setup, inspired by Neville 
Kearney, secretary of the Federation 
of British Industries Films Group, 
is seen as a direct challenge to exist- 
ing labor unions, and rises from re- 
cent manifestos by these concerning 
hours and conditions in laboratories 
and elsewhere. 

















Two Grinding in Vienna 


Vienna, March 5. 

After a short shutdewn of the 
Tobis Studios here, work has been 
resumed by the Donau Films and 
Mondial Films. 

Director E. W. Emo is making 
‘Happiest Couple,’ with Wolf Al- 
bach Retty, Hortense Raky, Leo Sle- 
zak, Theo Lingen, Sylvia Bettini. 
Roland von Rosi at the camera. 

Mondial is shooting ‘Peter in Snow’ 
with Traudi Stark, Paul Hoerbiger, 
Ernst Senck and Josef Siller. Di- 
rected by Karl Lamac. 





RUDI FELD IW N. Y. 

Rudi Feld, exiled former director 
of advertising for UFA in Berlin, 
arrived in N. Y. yesterday (16) from 
Tel Aviv, Palestine, accompanied by 
his wife and father. 

After a couple days in N. Y. he 
will go to Hollywood to see his 
brother Fritz, writer-director. 





‘Swing Time’ Big In Vienna 
Vienna, March 5. 
‘Swing Time’ (RKO) is called 
‘Waltz from America’ here, 
Playing to full houses. 


Silents 


(Continued from page 3) 

















ships of financial structures of many 
of the companies also complicate. 

Paramount was besieged around 
the first of this year when, bally- 
hooing the Zukor Jubilee, ads show- 
ing stills from early-era silents were 
spraddled in the trade press. Many 
an exhib got the notion it would be 
a swell idea to help the b. o. on the 
Jubilee product by reviving some 
old Pickford pix, and there was a 
deluging demand for the first fea- 
ture Zukor made—Sarah Bernhardt 
in ‘Elizabeth the Queen.’ But Par 
sat tight and refused right down the 
line. 

Other company plaints are that 
exchanges are too busy handling 
fresh film without trying to peddle 
the oldies, and that companies are 
unwilling to turn the vaults over to 
outside outfits and have ’em grab 
whatever gravy they can. Also that 
some of the oldies have --o fit prints 
remaining—‘Birth of N_ .on,’ for in- 
stance—and cost of making new 
ones is prohibitive. Those anxious to 
get hands on oldies, however, dis- 
agree, claiming companies could 
easily get much more return on the 
$175 it costs to make a print. 








Kent and Hutchinson to Sydney 
In Attempt 


to Unscramble G-T 


Sydney, Feb. 23. 
Sidney R. Kent, 20th-Fox prez, and 
Walter Hutchinson, company’s for- 
eign boss, are expected to arrive in 
Australia on Sept. 6. 
Visit is due to the desire of Kent 
to look over the extensive holdings 


of Fox here and in New Zealand. 
Kent will remain about two weeks, 
with the possibility of Hutchinson 
staying longer. Latter was here some 
months ago, mainly to clinch the 
Moodabe (New Zealand) deal and 
probe into the General Theatres 
situation between Hoyis (in which 
20th has heavy holdings) and Greater 
Union Theatres. 

Just prior to leaving Australia 


Hutchinson advised Variety that 20th 
is endeavoring to arrange a long- 
term deal betwen the two organiza- 
tions for continuance of biz on a 
mutual basis. Locally, however, 
Variety is irrefutably informed that 
Hoyts and G.U.T. have agreed by 
mutual consent to withdraw from the 
present hook-up, just standing by 
until the end of the current year, 
when the contract washes up. 


It is presumed that Kent and 
Hutchinson are coming this way to 
finally settle the tangle one way or 
another. Twentieth is anxious to 


continue, with Greater Union keen to 
go solo, 


New Viennese Film Prod. 
To Make Hopwoed Farce 
And Johann Strauss ‘Bat’ 


Berlin, March 7. 

O. E. Lubitz, former producing 
manager for Bavaria and Atlanta 
Film, has formed a co-op company 
with Styria-Film of Vienna to be 
called Deutsche Styria-Film, with 
offices in Berlin, 

Four pix have been planned for 
this year, of which the first will be 
Avery Hopwood’s farce, ‘Fair and 
Warmer,’ and second the Johann 
Strauss operetta, ‘The Bat.’ 

Hopwood opus will have Theo 
Lingen as director, with Heinz Ruh- 
mann, German star, playing the lead. 
Renate Mueller will have the part of 
Rosalinde in ‘The Bat.’ 


ALEX. GRANOWSKY DIES 
IN PARIS AT AGE OF 47 


Paris, March 16. 

Alexander Granowsky, founder of 
the Moscow Yiddish State Theatre, 
and w.k. continental film director, 
died here suddenly Thursday (11), 
He was 47 years of age. 

Born in Moscow under the name 
of Abraham Azarch, Granowsky 
was educated in Leningrad (then St. 
Petersburg) and Munich. He 1e- 
turned to Russia after the revolu- 
tion and established the Yiddish 
Theatre Studio under official sanc- 
tion in Leningrad. Later, it was 
moved to Moscow and the name 
changed to Yiddish CHan.ober Thea- 
tre, as which it won considerable in- 
ternational fame. In 1928 he toured 
the troupe in Europe and managed 
to arouse official Soviet resentment 
by not returning quickly enough. 
He never went back. 

As a film director in Europe he 
first attracted attention by ‘Song of 
Life,” which he produced for Tobis 
release and which won critical at- 
tention around the world. It was 
one of the first foreign language 
films played in America by any 
chains, RKO booking it at its 
Cameo, N. Y., which at that time was 
not yet an artie. 

Another of his big films was 
‘Pausole,’ which he made on the 
Riviera in French and English with 
Emil Jannings starring. It set a new 
high for production costs in France 
but the English version was not a 
success. 

His last picture to be seen in the 














U. S. was ‘I Stand Condemned,’ 
which he produced as ‘Moscow 
Nights’ in France and remade for 
London Films in England. United 


Artists distribbed it. 


Seidelman to Far East 
J. H. Seidelman, foreign chief for 
Columbia Picts., has left for a three- 
month inspection trip of the 
pany’s offices in the Far East. 
Sails from Vancouver for 
Phillipines, China and Japan. 


come 


the 
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James Stewart delivers 
his outstanding perform- 
ance as the swaggering, 
valiant Chico. whose 


love brought courage to 


Diane, who was afraid! 


zing emotion behin 
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THE GREATEST AND 
TENDEREST ROMANCE 
OF OUR TIME 





lifted to the boxoffice heights by two young 
stars born to play it ... with Simone Simon 
greater than you ever dreamed! No praise 
you can dive »+- NO promise you can make...can 


pay enough tribute to this glorious picture! 


SIMONE SIMON 
JAMES STEWART 


7” 


EVENTH 
HEAVEN 


with 
JEAN HERSHOLT - GREGORY 
RATOFF ¢ Gale Sondergaard ° j. Edward 
Bromberg : John Qualen » Victor Kilian 


Thomas Becks Sig Rumann* Mady Christians 
Directed by Henry King 
Director of ‘Lloyds of London” 


Associate Producer Raymond Griffith. Screen play by Melville 
Baker. Adapted from the stage play “Seventh Heaven” produced and directed 
by John Golden. written by Austin Strong. 


Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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Wings of the Morning 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS AND IN COLOR) 


20th-Fox release of New World preduc- 
tion Robert T. Kane producer. Stars 
Henry Fonda, Annabella, Leslie. Banks. 


Directed by Harold Schuster. Sereen play, 
Tom Geraghty, from short stories by Donn 


Byrne,- color director, Natalie Kalmus; 
Technicelor photographer, Ray Rennahan,; 
musi¢, Arthur Benjamin; art director, 
Ralph Brinton; costumes. Trene Hubert; 
camera, Henry Imus, Jack Cardiff; editor, 

Kadio City Music Hall, 





James (lark. At 
N. Y., week March 11, 


‘ "Si. 
88 mins. 


Running time, 


PROLOG 


MEMANO -eccs<s posceeavtweee saws Annubella 
Bord Clontar® ...cccccccccavse Leslie Banks 
PINDER io? oe¥eese sane tadoues Db. J. Williams 
Valentine austen Philip Sydney Frost 
MODERN STORY 

Marie LGieks Annabella 
Kerry Henry Fonda 
an TOrMSing ..i.coveeeeous Stewurt Rome 
Marie Irene Vanbrugh 
Padly ..Harry Tate 
Jenephe ......-Helen Haye 
Don Diego Teddy Underdown 
Jimmy : P waass Mark Daly 
Angelo . ae fm : ak Sam Livesey 
Racing Commentators ¥ ; 

E. V H. Emmett, Capt. R. C. Lyle 
John McCormack, Steve Donoghue 


Based on the delightful Donn 
Byrne short stories, Bob Kane has 
here produced a picture for 20th in 
England which will get much arty 


Macaulay Satevepost yarn has lost 
a good deal of its punch, and it is a 
rather weak-kneed total. Picture | 
rates as a lightweight. 

Three writers, Jerry Wald, Sig 
Herzig and Warren Duff, handled 
the script conversion for the screen 


| Score contributors are Johnny Mer- | 


cer and Richard Whiting, but of the | 
film’s seven tunes only one rings in 
with commercial possibilities. This | 
is “Too Marvelous for Words,’ which | 
has been frequently plugged. Two | 


| other possibilities are ‘Just a Quiet | 


Evening’ and ‘Sentim ital and Mel- | 


| ancholy.’ 


Weakness shows up quickly in that ! 


too much of the initial footage is | 
used to plant what is an obvious | 
| plot. This is evidence in the film’s | 


early lethargic pace and in the run- | 


|ning time, 93 minutes. It is also 
obvious that seven songs are too 


many. 
Besides being the first starring as- 


signment for Lee Dixon, coupled 
| with Ruby Keeler, this is also a 
post-mortem release of Ross Alex- 


attention. It has more than a little in | 


its favor. including excellent per- 
formances, top notch color photog- 
raphy and pictorial technique. But it 
has no marquee weight and it is slow, 
a combination which will consider- 
ably hamper its b. o. effectiveness. It 


will be a distinct problem in a lot 
of spots. 
From a strictly cinematic stand- 


point ‘Wings’ is important in that it 
is the first feature made in Techni- 
color in England. Also it is one of 
the few features in color which is 
not merely a demonstration of color. 

20th-Fox’s 


this film: it is a big job. John Mc- 
Cormack is brought in to sing a bit; 
for a race track scene company uses 
the veteran and well known Steve 
Donoghue to ride the fave nag. It is 
therefore a bit surprising that they 


didn’t take out insurance in the form | the show, per usual, is a smash. 


of cast names, 

Whatever b. o. draught from 
names will have to come via Henry 
Fonda. Opposite is Annabella, lovely 
French girl who will probably be a 
real draw some 
It’s her first fiim in English. She was 
in Hollywood a couple of years ago 
to make a French version for 20th 
(when it was releasing through 
United Artists) and was permitted to 
slip back to Europe without learning 
English. She speaks it haltingly now 
with a rather pleasant accent. She 
was the biggest b. o. draw in Europe 
a couple of years ago and possibly 
can recoup if Hollywood takes her 
under its wings. 

Rest of the cast is British and 
Ir:sh. -Good but unknown over here. 
Nearest to a name is Leslie Banks. 

tory is a simple one. Annabella, 
as a Gypsy girl, marries Banks, a 
titled Irishman. She's cut by society 


British producing ad- | 


junct has not stinted production of by the British girl 


ander. Latter’s billing is held down, 
though his role is the meatiest and 
his performance the best in the pic- 
ture. He is the love interest opposite 
Miss Keeler. Dixon, 


a promising | 


light comedian, has much less to do | 


| as a songwriting-hoofing partner in 
ja stage 


writing-production setup. 
Fact that Alexander and _ Dixon, 
though unable to pay their rent, are 
able to promote $50,000 from a pic- 


| ture company to finance a Broadway 


musical, is an absurdity that even 


the fans can’t overlook. 
Plot entails Miss Keeler, a college 
co-ed, returning from a European 


| vacation and being mistaken for an | 


English musical star. Alexander and 


| Dixon sign the stage struck student 
for the star role in their show, only | 


day—but not - yet. | 


and, when he is killed in an accident, | 


goes back to her own people. Three 
fonerations later she is in Spain 
w.th her granddaughter (Annabella 
playing the young girl in both cases 
with Irene Vanbrugh replacing her 


- as the old lady) and falls in love 


with Fonda. Marriage, happiness and 
love all depend on winning a horse 


Tace. 

Harold Schuster, in directing, has 
paid a lot of attention to pictorial 
effects but not enough to pace. There 
are moments when the film drags 
woefully. Thus, John McCormack is 
introduced during a party sequence 
and is asked to sing a song. So he 
sings three of ’em. His singing is still 
good and it.?s a thrill to have him tee 
off, but one song would have served 
as well. 

Accents hurt, too. Annabella, has 


one, the various gypsies around her | 


also speak with accents, and the 
various Irishmen speak with a heavy 


brogue. The combination doesn’t 
ditest well. At least not for 90 
minutes. 


With honors split between the pro- 
ducer and the technicolor photog- 
rapher, Ray Rennahan, laurels are 
also due to the cameraman, Henry 
Imus and Jack Cardiff. and the 
scenarist, Tom Geraghty. Cast is 
capable, but none important outside 
the two leads. Leslie Banks, co- 
starred with them, has what really 
amounts to a bit. Kauf 


Ready, Willing and Able 


(MUSICAL) 
Warner Bros production and 
Stars Ruby Keeler, Lee Dixon. 
Allen Jenkins, Lovise Fazenda, Ross 
amicr, Carol Hughes, Wini Shaw, Hugh 
O'Connell, Directed by Ray Enright. Story, 
Richard Macaulay, screenplay, Jerry Wald, 





release, 
Features 
Alex- 


to be threatened with legal action 
(Wini Shaw). 
Picture company tries some skull- 
duggery to grab the production. but 


everything winds up okay when Miss | 


Shaw steps into the role. Miss 
Keeler digs up a bankroll from her 
sappy fiance, Hugh O'Connell. and 


Four production numbers are in- 
cluded, all well 
graphed. Bobby Connelly is cred- 
ited with the direction of these as 
well as all the dances, latter also be- 
ing well done though not spectacular. 
Most of the singing burden falls 
upon Alexander and Miss Shaw. 
Both do an okay job on the tunes. 

So much time is taken up with 
plot and long and unfunny crossfire 
sessions between O'Connell and 
Louise Fazenda, that the dancing of 


done and photo- | 


| Walker. 


the two stars is sluffed to a great | 


extent. 
film’s strongest point. Each has a 
specialty, but short, and then two 
production routines together. Miss 
Keeler looks well but picture is not 
important for or to her. 
Casting job is good. 
kins, seal trainer 
forte, while Shaw and Lee, in vaude 
for years, are slipped in for a short 
comedy-dancing session. Scho. 


Allen Jen- 


SEA DEVILS 


RKO-Radio release of Edward Smal 
production, _ Stars Victor McLaglen, Pres- 
ton Foster and Ida Lupine, features Don- 
ald Woods. Directed by Ben Stoloff. Screen 
play by Frank Wead, John Twist and P. 
J. Wolfson; musica! director, Roy Webb: 
special effects, Vernon Walker: technical 
director, Lieut. H. C. Moore; camera, J. 
Roy Hunt and Joseph August. At Rialto, 
N. Y., week March 15, ‘37. Running time, 
85 mins. 
Medals Malone 
Mike O’Shay 


andeeeasaca Victor McLaglen 
Sb 600 00evedsens Preston Foster 


SEE NEED pb ccsececcecoosss Ida Lupino 
BEOGS WOOD vo ccccccecccessess Donald Woods 
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eT | TL PETETLT EET CT Pierre Watkin 
GORMAN . cecccesiscecce e+ee++Murray Alper 
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Eddie Small has come through 


| with another rugged, he-man story 


with ‘Sea Devils,’ an absorbing yarn 
of still another U. S. service branch 
—the coast guards. It indicates nice 


Preston Foster, Ida Lupino and Don- 
ald Woods. Bulk of bigger grosses 
probably will come from double bills 
in larger houses where it easily rates 
being the top feature. And it will 
get biz in solo spots that appreciate 
more vivid subjects. The picture, 
too, is apt to prove a sleeper for ex- 
ggg not aware of its potentiali- 
ies. 


prove from word-of-mouth, the pro- 
duction has numerous exploitation 
angles. Not the least of these is the 
tie-in with the coast guard service 
because it smacks of 
and does justice to that branch. 


Chalk up the film as another click 
for Victor McLaglen as the lusty 
chief mate who thinks only of ‘his 
daughter, his sea, beer, his Sadie. 
medals and me.’ While the charac- 
terization is reminiscent of the 
McLaglen of silent days when he 
was always the blustering man in 
uniform, his performance is more 
subdued, studied and true to human 





; ment of a two-fisted 


Sie Herzig, Warren Duff. Music and lyrics. 

Johnny Mercer and Richard Whiting 

Dances Bobby Connelly. Film editor, 

Doug Gould; camera, Sel Polite. At Strand 

N. Y., week March 13, "37. Running time, 

oo mins 

EN PPE TTT te ..Ruby Keeler 

DEE GEOR cen coccdvcecdeeptacs Lee Dixon 

ep ee GPUE MND. 0.0 cccess beet Allen Jenkins 
Clara Heinemian............ leuise Fazenda 

Angie. eaterns wes ceed ..Carol Hughes 
Barry Granville. ... Ross Alexander 

ee ere .Winifred Shaw 

Yip Nolan.... Teddy Wart 

Truman Hurdyv.. ......... Hugh O'Connell 

Edward MeNeil...........4 Addison Richards’ 
Moving Men.. ‘ veces Shaw and Tee | 
Sir Samuel Buffineten.........K KE. Clive 

PED 455 6s 0 dh 40 cde db bieten lane Woman 

Mrs. Beadle.. May Boley | 
Brocvkman.. .. Charlies Halton 

CS Pee ‘ _Adrian Rosley 

Mrs. Buffington Lillion Kemble Coones 

Walter..... see ise Barnett: Parker 


Somewhere in the transition to 
film as a musical, this Richard 


nature. 


Plot stresses his violent resent- 
seaman’s at- 
tempt to win his daughter's 
preferring the milder, ambitious 
youth in his command. After one | 
battle with him, 
mate sees that he's transferred to his 
boat crew so he can boss him around. 


Climax to this overbearing produces 





box office, with Victor McLaglen | 
heading a strong cast that includes | 


It should have been the | 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Wings of the Morning’ (20th). 
Irish horse race yarn made in 
England and in_ technicolor. 
Okay but limited marquee 
strength the handicap. 

‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB). Musical starring Ruby 





Keeler and Lee Dixon. Too 
many numbers, seven, and a 
slow script. Weak. 

‘Sea Devils’ (RKO). Victor 


McLaglen, Preston Foster and 
Ida Lupino in a stirring yarn of 
coast guards; ‘ill get coin when 
carefully plugged. 

‘Trouble in Morocco’ (Col). 
Melodrama of newspaper cor- 
respondent’s adventures in 
Foreign Legion, with Jack Holt. 
Good program fare. 

‘Espionage’ (Metro). Quite 
some laughs but chiefly for the 
duals. 

‘Strangers on a Honeymoon’ 
(G-B). Unimportant English 
farce meller with Constance 
Cummings and Noah Beery; 
only a secondary feature on 
duals. 

‘Time 
(20th). 


Out for Romance’ 
Strong spoke for the 
double bills. Nice amount of 
merit shown despite frayed 








yarn and so-so marquee power. 





an accident while the crew is test- 
ing dynamite on an iceberg, ending 
in the death of the lad he favored 
for his child in marriage. 

While the vehicle never lacks for 
excitement, the real blow-off comes 
during a terrific storm when the 
coast guardsmen go to the rescue of 
a stricken small craft. By using 
the breeches-buoy line all are saved 
excepting the stalwart mate who 
forces his bitter enemy to go ahead 
of him to safety. 


Direction is evenly paced by Ben 
Stoloff while special effects are par- 
ticularly well executed by Vernon 
Superb camera work is 
turned in by J. Roy Hunt and Joseph 
August, no details being missed even 
in the stormy night episodes. Pro- 
ducer Edward Small used rare care 
in picking backgrounds and techni- 
cal details, as well as selection of 
cast. Lieut. H. C. Moore aided as 
technical director. 


Dialog is as tangy as a breath of 
ocean air. This and the scripting 


| showed painstaking work on the part 


| 


turned agent, is | 





| 


Added to the fact that it will im- | 


of Frank Wead, John Twist and P. 
J. Wolfson. 


Despite the rugged character of | 


the story, Director Ben Stoloff has 
not overlooked the feminine slant by 
giving rightful consideration to de- 
veloping the three-corner love affair. 
He also has mixed his exciting 
moments, pathos and humor in ex- 
cellent proportions. 


Aside from McLaglen’s rich troup- 
ing, Preston Foster and Ida Lupino 
vie for honors. 
and-ready Mike O’Shea of whom the 
mate will have no part. He plainly 
evidences that his stage background 
helps and turns in a sympathetic 


yerformance despite the bullying na- | 


ture of the role. Miss Lupino fur- 
nishes adequate winsomeness to the 
part of the mate’s daughter, without 
over-stressing. Helen Flint chips in 
with one of those unexpectedly bril- 
liant characterizations, as the tavern 
keeper who always is staking Mate 
‘Medals’ Malone (McLaglen) and 
always waiting for the wedding bells 
to ring. 


Donald Woods is sufficient as the 


colorless seaman originally engaged | 


to the mate’s daughter. Murray 
Alper makes a bit role (a pal sea- 
man) stand out. Other top support- 
ing roles are supplied by Gordon 
Jones and Pierre Watkin. Wear. 





Trouble in Morocco 


Columbia 
Jack Holt. 
Henry Gerdon. 
Schoedsock, 


production ard release. Stars 
Features Mae Clark and ©. 
Directed by 
Sereen play and 


Ernest B. 
adaptation 


| by Paul Franklin from story by J. D. 
Newsom: camera, James S. Brown. At 
Central, N. Y¥.. week March 13, '37. Run- 
ning time, 62 mins. 
Tay Min’! ace RE RTEEEEEREO EEE ETE Jack Holt 
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authenticity | 


' thriller. 


hand, | 


the hard-handed | war 





They've got Jack Holt in the For- | 


eign Legion for this melodramatic 
Seems to be a happy choice 
despite unbelievable claptrap with 
which he is surrounded. This fea- 


ture is hitting Broadway nearly two | 


ahead 
suited 


weeks 
ideally 


of national release: 
for this and other 


, houses where they like red-blooded 
| fare. 


Likewise grooved for dual 


duty. 


‘Trouble in Morocco’ is not another 
newspaper story, although guiding 
interest is focused on two American 
correspondents attempting to 
run down an arms-smuggling plot 
along the Moroccan front. Director 
Ernest B. Schoedsack capably keeps 


Foster is the rough- | 


the spotlight playing on these rival 
scribes as first one and then the 
| other gets into hot water. This goes 
| far in overcoming highly indigestible 
| sensationalism. : 

The thrill, chase and gun-fight epi- 
sodes are what will please in spots 
where they go for adventure ve- 
hicles. Producers expended real 
coin for production, extras and at- 
mospheric backgrounds, yet the edit- 
ing plainly indicates they regarded 
this as littke more than a program- 
mer when finally finished. One 
rather apparent reason for this is 
that too much was attempted in the 
desert episodes and too little accom- 
plished. This portion of the pic- 
ture probably felt the shears most. 

Fable takes two foreign news cor- 
respondents and sends them scurry- 
ing to Cairo in uncovering the gun- 
running plot. It is while trying to 
gather in loose threads of the story 
for his paper that the news hound 
(Holt) goes on a spree with a former 
N. Y. gangster and winds up in 
the Legion as he’s mistaken for 
the ex-gunman. From then on plot 
centers on his attempts to get out 
of the Foreign Legion, these finally 
leading him into actual combat with 
the desert tribes. 

Some of the sharpshooting in the 
desert conflict is truly classical; so 
much so that the tough N. Y. audi- 
ences laughed as Holt pulle some of 
his faney shots. Fair suspense is 
developed though as Holt races for 
help and two small tanks rush to the 
aid of the marooned Legionnaires. 

Veteran of numerous cinematic 
adventures, Holt contributes a nicely 
paced job as the scribe attempting 
to outwit his femme rival. Mae 
Clark fits the role of rival news 
writer, although the effort to build 
a romance between the two is thin. 
Paul Hurst tops the support as Tiger 
Malone, the ex-beer baron, seeking 
safety im the Legion. Supplies the 
better comedy moments. 
Gordon, Harold Huber and Oscar 
Apfel round out a well-chosen cast. 

Screen play and dialog have been 
deftly executed by Paul 
latter being natural and witty. James 
Brown's photography is first-rate ex- 
cepting on some night scenes, when 
murkiness conceals actual develop- 
ments. Wear. 











ESPIONAGE 


Metro production and release. 


Directed by 


Kurt Neumann. Features Edmund Lowe 
Paul Lukas, Patricia Evans, Ketti Gallian’ 
Skeets Gallagher From play by Walter 
Hackett; adaptation, Manuel Seff, Leonard 


Lee, Ainsworth Morgan: camera. Ray June, 
At Rialto, N. Y.. week March 12, 37. Run- 
ning time, 66 Ming. 
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For the first couple of reels ‘Espio- 
nage rates as pleasant girl-meets- 
boy fare. After that it's pretty dull 
Zoing. The plot and the behavior of 
the characters impinge on the ridicu- 
lous, the moods miss fire and the gags 
run to brittle thinness. If a merry 
_ charade on the theme of munition 
kings was intended, the jibe re- 
mained with the producer. 
nage’ should make a. satisfactory 
afterpiece around the dualers. ; 


perform attractively when the script 
gives them something to be funny 
about. Otherwise it’s just a case of 
going through the motions and this 
is the pair's sad mission once the ele- 
ment of mistaken identity is ex- 
hausted and the spy angle takes com- 
mand. Paul Lukas is posed as a 
beneficent munitions king with a yen 
_ for composing chamber music. When 
| loves comes to him he renounces the 
merchanting of death and converts 
all his plants to the manufacturing 
of ploughshares and whatnot. 

Film garners practically all its 
strength from the complications 
which follow when Lowe and Miss 
| Evans’ fellow passengers aboard a 
Paris-Basle train accept them as a 
pair of honeymooners. Boy and girl 
are on the trait of the munitions 
king, whose movements have all 
Eurone agog. Lowe's a_ suecessful 
novelist who has been drafted into 
the chase by one news service. while 
Miss Evans rushes into the same as- 
signment for another news service 
| but against the wishes of her boss. 
Neither newshound knews the other's 
identitv and the entanglements begin 
when Lowe loses his passport to a 
pickpocket and saves himself from 
embarassment by posing as Miss 
Evans’ husband. The passport she’s 
carrying is that of her boss and his 
missus, 

Lowe and Miss Evans get them- 
selves suspected of an assassination 
plot against the munition kine’s life. 
but after lots of pointless pother all 

misunderstandings are cleared up 

and boy and girl. with the assign- 
ment proving a washout. pledge their 
troth on a bicycle built for two. 

| As the fiancee of the -munitions 
magnate Ketti Gallian contributes 
heaps of brunette beauty to the pro- 
ceedings. while Skeets Gallagher tries 
hard at making a gumshoe role both 
mysterious and comical. Odec. 





C. Henry | 


Franklin, | 


‘Espio- 


Edmund Lowe and Madge Evans | 


aes, 


Strangers Honeymoon 


Gaumont-British production and releass 
Stars Constance Cummings and Hugh Sin. 
clair; features Noah Beery. Directed hy 
Albert de Courville. Story by Julian Heus. 


ton, based on Edgar Wallace novel, “The 
Northing Tramp.’ Screen play by Sydney 
Gilliat and Bryan Wallace; camera, M. 
Greenbatm. At Criterion, N. Y:; week 
March 11, ‘37. Running time, €6 mins. 
rr Constance Cummines 
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Lightweight English production 


that probably is regarded as second- 
ary product even on the British Isles, 
In this country it may serve as an 
added feature, and even then it will 
be no honeymoon for exhibitors. 
‘Strangers on a Honeymoon’ contains 
several names that are known to 
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| British scripter’s 


| absurd episodes at the outset. 


American audiences but it is dubious 
if they will aid much in selling, 
Word-of-mouth won't favor it. 

Looks as though the producers at- 


| tempted to make a farce-comedy out 


of Edgar Wallace's novel. But the 
whole yarn is lacking in credulity. 
Dialog is ordinary, at times being a 
idea of Yankee 
slang. Pretty. sad. Direction is pon- 
derous and unoriginal: it often slows 
down to a snail’s pace. 

Seems that a small town beauty 
prefers to wed a tramp rather than 
be hitched to a wastrel. rich man’s 
son. Winds up by marrying a tramp. 
who turns out to be an English lord 
seeking an inheritance before two 
zealous kinfolk beat him to it. 

Hugh Sinclair, as the tramp ear], 
turns in the most polished effort. He 
strives hard to lend some plausibility 
to his early appearance as a tattered 
hobo and later as the well-groomed 
gentleman. He is handicapped in nu- 
merous scenes by the insipid things 
he is asked to do. Constance Cum- 
mings gives a smart performance as 
the American town girl who refuses 
to marry for monev, after a few 
She 
manages to make the romance and 
emarriage with the earl interesting 
despite flighty direction and lack of 
concentration on this phase. 

Noah Beery is teamed with David 
Burns as desperate gunmen. Beery 
is dwarfed in the role. Beatrix Leh- 
mann makes a competent villainous 
cousin of the earl. Only comedy is 
introduced by James Arnold and 
Anne McGuire. as goofy honeymoon 
couvle. Supporting cast is woefully 
weak. Wear. 


PENROD AND SAM 


Warner release of Fest National produc- 
tion; Bryan Foy, associate producer, Di- 
rected by William McGann, Screen play, 









Lillie Hayward and Hugh Cummings: from 
play by Booth Tarkington: cameraman, L. 
William O'Connell. At Strand, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., dual, week March 11, ‘'37. Running 
time, 68 mins, 

AAS Serre Saree Te Billy Mauch 
SY NI: Sieg © 0 6.06 6.0:6:40.40 Frank Craven 
Mrs. Schofield........ cee: Spring Byington 
Roy (Dude) Hanson......... Craig Reynolds 
PPO es REL e ..Harry Watsen 
ae aaa Jackie Morrow 
EE: 5.2640 406 bos 6 han Cane Philip Hurlie 
ey SOME gaa. $ SS ace & oui ar Charles Halton 
oT SPA Serer rererrrey: Bernice Pilot 
SNE Ss 9 544905465000 008% .:. Kenneth Harlan 
Lefty... es Allan Davis 
ED icbsnbs wake eso ene been s Ciee G Si Wills 
ES, 25s oho och we he aeb eee ah Billy Lechner 
Piggie Nelson... ee». Billy Wolfstone 
Slats Fogarty... seebus tea Jerry Madden 
SL 650530 404 bnok 6h860 Robert Tlomans 
We EID. cc esb eect eaints Mildred Gover 

George Billings 

Members of Jerry Tucker 


Penrod's Gang...sececcee {Jack Conningham 
Don Hulbert 
|Jchn Pirrone 





There isn't much of Tarkington's 
original retained in current film car- 
rier of the famous title, but the im- 
provisations and streamlined treat- 
ment of the boy companion theme by 
Miss Hayward and Cummings in a 
1937 G-man setting should serve as 
nucleus for swell exploitation tieups. 
Excellent trouping by all of the cast 
makes it a natural for tribe trade as 
the healthy half of dual depots. 

-Modernization of the yarn finds 
kids attuned to the times in a’ club 
of juve sleuths. Resentment shown 
son of local banker by the ‘regular 
guys’ and their resultant squabbles 
makes for comedy situations and ap- 
pealing sequences, all of which are 
well handled by kids under Director 
McGann's expert supervision. 

Pathos comes when Philip Hurlic. 
colored kidlet, is orphaned by gang- 
ster bullets. Kid’s acting is a revela- 
tion and sure to cast shadows on pre- 
ceding Pickaninny thespians. Death 
of his mammy cues kid into a mov- 
ing heart tug session that makes 
most of automaton kid actors look 
silly. 

Local bank robbery gives kids op- 
portunity to practice their G-man 
fymnastics and to furnish the sus- 
pense. They turn the tables on the 
hoodlums: after being trapped and 
lay them in the laps of the law afte: 
hair-raising stunts in their backyard 
barn headquarters, where gangster: 
sought refuge and sought to use kids 
as shields, Street fights and embryo 
investigation lab of kids will tickl 
their audience counterparts. 
_Oldsters also do well in their as- 
signments. Spring Byington and 
Frank Craven are the parents of 
Penrod, portrayed by Biliy Mauch. 
Mauch and colored Hurlic are top: 
among the juves. Charles Halton 
banker, and Jackie Morrow. banker - 
son, are equally impressive in thei: 
unsympathetic roles. Hurl. 
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Time Out for Romance 


Twentieth Century-Fox production and 
release. Features Claire Trevor, Michael 
Whalen. Directed by Malcolm St. Clair. 
Screen play, Lou Breslow and John 
Patrick, from original by Eleanore Griffin 


and William Rankin; camera, Robert 
Planck; _ music, Samuel Kaylin. At 
Palace, N. Y¥., om double bill, week 
March 12, ‘S37. Running time, 75 mins. 
Barbara Blanchard........... Claire Trevor 
Bob Reynolds.........+..+..Michael Whalen 
Midge Dooley.....--eeeeeeersees Joan Davis 


Ted Dooley.............+e..Chick Chandler 


Roy Webster..............Douglas Fowley 
Orville Healy.......... ...-Bennie Bartlett 
Ambrose Healy........+... William Griffith 
Willoughby Sproggs......William Demarest 
Cora Sproggs......-+. eeuesess« Lelah Tyler 
James Blanchard....... -..-Andrew Tombes 
Vera Blanchard.......-ceees. Georgia Caine 
Count Michael Montaine......Vernon Steele 
Mabel... .ccccccccsss seveeees Inez Courtney 
SiMPSON. oc cceseersserees George Chandler 


:pobheen vee Fred Kelsey 


Policeman. 





Just misses being able to stand on 
its own legs as a solo performer. 
Weakie plot, which St. Clair’s direc- 
tion has nearly managed to squeeze 
under camouflage all the way, shows 
its tatters at the start. That’s enough 
of a crimp to consign the film to dual 
chores. For this class, however, 
it’s plenty strong on laughs and 
general deportment. So-so name 
power is an angle that won't be 
missed once they’re in the pews, but 
from the marquee viewpoint it’s also 
an anchor. 

Materials allotted by way of story, 
which aren’t any too copious, have 
been well handled. Familiar web of 
a millionairess racing away from the 
altar and winding up in a virtual 
slumming party with the hoi polloi 
(and love) is perked up with comic 
sidelights of real merit. Direction 
is largely responsible for these re- 
sults. Plus pretty able help from the 
cast. 

Claire Trevor is depicted as dis- 
covering her new husband is a 
phoney money-grabber, so she 
blondines her tresses and teams up 
with a gang driving cars from fac- 
tory to dealer. Trek cross-country 
involves daily whacky happenings, 
meantime introducing a robber sub- 
plot. Latter n.s.h. except for the bit 
of speed it contributes. 

Michael Whalen okay as the sturdy 
common stock hero, while Joan 
Davis paired with Chick Chandler 
make a good duo with a continual 
stream of clowning. Able chores 
also turned in by Bennie Bartlett, as 
the kid, William Griffith, William 
Demarest and Lelah Tyler. Miss 
Trevor does well by her role, but 
her makeup is marred by eyelashes 
long enough to throw shadows. 

Production and mounting are ade- 
quate for the type of yarn unfolded. 

Edga. 


CALLING ALL STARS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
London, March 2. 


British Lion production and release. Di- 
rected by Herbert Smith, Story and pro- 
duction, S. W. Smith; camera, George 
At Piccadilly, London, March 1, 
Running time, 76 mins. 


Stretton, 


‘37. 





With but the flimsiest excuse to 
envelope the aggregation, this pro- 
duction is practically a photographed 
version of the acts offered by a num- 
ber of pop stars of vaude and radio. 
It’s a big short’ and in consequence 
fans of each particular act wil] lap 
it up. With so many of the names 
natives of the U. S., there’s no reason 
why it shouldn't register there, too. 
But with the general run of picture 
goers the lack of a story will 
militate against its success. 

Scene opens in an English gramo- 
phone recording factory, where a 
series of records has just been com- 
pleted. Messenger, entrusted with 
the handling, drops the discs, and 
all the performers have to be located 
and requisitioned to record all over 
again. 

This forms the introduction of the 
various artists, who are disclosed 
either at home, rehearsal, or doing 
their act, and from then on it is just 
that. 

Flotsam and Jetsam do the chasing, 
after doing their musical act in the 
Studio, and then Arren and _ Brod- 
erick, Buck and Bubbles. Turner 
Layton, Ambrose and his band, in- 
cluding Evelyn Dall in two sones: 
Nicholas Bros., with a Harlem night 
club background: Elisabeth Welch, 
Larry Adler. the Twelve Aristocrats, 
three Canadian Bachelors, Whirl- 
wind skaters, Carroll Gibbons and 
his Savoy Orchestra, with the Bega 
Four; Eugene Pini and band: Leon 
Cortez and band, plus local faves. 
Revnell and West and Mrs. Cortez; 
and Billy Bennett with one of his 
srousing monologs. Davy Burnaby 
is his usual genial self as the factory 
owner. 


DARK MANHATTAN 


(NEGRO FILM) 


Films release of 
Features 


Renaldo 
Production. 
Directed by 
screen play 
Arthur Reed. 
week March 12, 


Randol 
Ralph Cooper 
Harry Fraser. Story and 
by George Randol; camera, 
At 125th St. Apollo, N. Y 
‘37. Running time, 77 mins. 


Coo; er 





Peo sit. PS JR bagi Ralph Cooper 
I al - SALREEEE OL ELT TeTTTee Cleo Herndon 
Fides ug REE EARLE TET -Clarence Brooks 
Jacl Pon coh bi 9 debe npn eee Jeff Lee Brooks 
pict doting 9p ER EE Sam McDaniels 
M See LOW sc icscesscar Corny Anderson 
Lean allen ss ceeeeeees .....Rubeline Glover 
i eee eer James Abamson 
ki ewes ec eeseecce eeeorenesease Nicodemus 
utch Williams........ eswtee ... Jack Lincy 
_ All ,Colored-cast meller framed 
around the Harlem numbers racket 


Operation will get by in Negro 
“uses chiefly because of the novelty 
erotics for. such audiences in 




















that no white person is lensed in its 
footage. Following its premiere in 
Harlem, it has already been booked 
into pretty good colored theatres in 
16 key towns around the country. 
Produced in Hollywood, film is 
best technically ever made with 
complete colored cast. Unfortunate- 
ly, scripting and acting don’t par the 
mechanical manufacture, and among 
the players there are few that really 
mean meat on a marquee. Ralph 
Cooper, its star, is the stand-out. 
Another bad angle is that the 
melodramatics spear for tragic con- 
clusion, and lend air of absurdity to 
fade-out. When caught, customers 
were inclined to giggle at the finish 
that was meant to induce tear-drops. 
Till that point the interest had held. 


Yarn handles familiar theme of the” 


lad who rises to control of the policy 
racket in Harlem, meets a sweet- 
and-clean nitery warbler and before 
love can ply its course to the matri- 
monial altar and cottage coated with 
rambling roses, rival group tries to 
muscle into the numbers biz and the 
hero gets shotgunned for a weepy 
finale. 

Dialog chiefly consists of hack- 
neyed phrases, and it would have 
helped pic if someone had brightened 
it up a bit. There’s some comedy 
that’s good, most supplied by Nico- 


demus, vaude and nitery slow- 
motioned funnyman. Ralph Cooper 
is fine in the leading role, catching 


character shrewdly. Rest of the cast 
n.s.g. 

Direction all right, and the cutting 
job excellent. Camera handling not 
too clever. Bert. 


MAYFAIR MELODY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


London, March 3. 
Bros. release of Teddington pro- 
duction. Stars Keith Falkner; features 
Joyee Kirby, Chili Bouchier. Directed by 
Arthur Woods. Story and lyrics, James 
Dyrenforth; music, Kenneth Leslie Smith; 
executive producer, Irving Asher; dances, 
Jack Donohue. At Piccadilly theatre, Lon- 


Warner 


don, March 2, ’37. Running time 8&3 mins, 
MEE 62 46 060.090 05-0'0 00 46458605 Keith Falkner 
Brenda...... beentes reerrer rT Joyce Kirby 
er? terre ee ee re Bruce Lister 
BPO: kccccdeecsc ct eBececsckonn Glen Alyn 
EA COMOMEOE. 6 cco ecccececses George Galleon 
TAGDOTOUED «ccc cs ccecccccsse Louis Goodrich 
ss | PPT eT eee lan McLean 
Mme. Collecchi......... Vivienne Chatterton 
CAPMIOM . ccc cc ckscsbccsccccness Chili Bouchier 
PPOs 2o0 bs 0.646 600 enced Aubrey Mallalieu 


Much more pretentious than the 
average quota picture and, as a re- 
sult, a big flash for that grade of 
film. With admirable support and 
professional direction, the production 
has the elements of an ostentatious 
production which would take in most 
medium-priced houses, both here and 
in America. 

For England picture has a drawing 
card in the featured player, Keith 
Falkner, a concert baritone, who has 
attained popularity through persist- 
ent broadcasting. As an actor, he 
has much to learn, being stilted and 
self-conscious. Good-looking, his 
gaucherie and absence of ‘pretty boy’ 
features place him out of the ro- 
mantic fan mail class. For a first 
picture, and with no previous stage 
experience other than on the concert 
platform, he makes an_ excellent 
showing, and should improve. Joyce 
Kirby, Chili Bouchier and the re- 
mainder of the cast give intelligent, 
well-sustained performances. 

Story is conventionally obvious, 
but even that could not stop so 
gaudy a production. Only two things 
call for adverse comment; the dith- 
ering, inane characterization al- 
lotted to Joyce Kirby, and the pro- 
longation of scenes by unnecessary 
details. This halting motivation is 
characteristic of British picturizing. 
If ‘Mayfair Melody’ goes to America 
it will have to be drastically “ 

olo. 


Jede Frau Hat Ein 


Geheimnis 


(‘Every Woman Has a Secret’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


George Witt production. Features Karin 


Hardt and Hans Sehnker. Directed by 
Max Obal; music by Will Meisel. At &Sth 
St. Casino, N. Y., week March 12, ‘37. 
Running time, 80 mins. 

Annemarie Kolper............-. Karin Hardt 
Hans Juergen...........+....Haem Soehnker 
BOE CPOE cc cc coctscces eee... Hans Thimig 
Ingeborg von Hergenth........ ..Ery Boss 
Vater von Ingeborg............Ernst Legal 
Vater von Annemarie........ Paul Henekels 





(In German; No English Titles) 

This romantic comedy may have 
some popularity with audiences who 
understand German, but it’s a sure 
blank for others. Has no English 
titles to explain the story, and the 
acting doesn’t offer many clues. 

It’s a reworking of the familiar 
mistaken identity theme, with just a 
trace of the Cinderella formula. Rich 
girl is expected at Baden-Baden to 
meet her fiance, “hom she’s never 
seen, but who’s been chosen for her. 
She rebels, tosses away her train 
ticket and a poor girl finds it. The 
poor girl goes in her place, pretends 
to be the rich girl, stalls the fiance, 
falls in love with a handsome 
stranger and ballyhoos the perfume 
her father has manufactured. 

The deception is discovered, but 
the poor girl, who can't ride horse- 
back, gets on a horse by mistake and 
wins the big steeplechase. All is 
forgiven and the story ends happily. 
“Karin Hardt is pretty as the poor 
heroine, but her acting is only so-so. 
Hans Soehnker plays the stranger. 
There is one melodious song, which 
he sings. Most of the humor lands 
with a thud. Hobe. 





CARGAISON BLANCHE 


(‘White Cargo’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, March 3. 
Chronos-Film release of 
duction. Features Kate 
Prim. Jules berry, 
Directed by Robert Siodmak. From Jean 
Masson's novel ‘Chemin de Rio’; scenario, 
Juttke and Murray; dialog, Henry Jeanson; 
camera, Gaveau. At Max Linder, Paris. 
Running time, 105 mins. Cast: Jules 
Berry, Kate von Nagy, Marcel Dalio, Gas 
ton Modot, Suzy Prim, Jean-Pierre Au 
mont, Mady Berry, Milly Mathes. 


Nero Film 
von Nagy, 
Jean-Pierre 


pro- 
Suzy 
Aumont. 


(In French) 


Here is one that should go well 
almost anywhere. Despite being 
based on the time-worn and now 
threadbare subject of white slavery, 
action moves at a good pace 
story is well-interpreted throughout. 
As it stands, it would undoubtedly 
get in trouble with the censor in 
America, and its length rules it out 
for double features, but it is good 
b.o. for this country. 

Jules Berry, operator of a Barce- 
lona night-club as a cover for his 
illicit traffic, is preparing to ship a 
contingent of girls to Rio under the 
tutelage of his wife, Suzy Prim, who 
acts as ballet mistress. Kate von 
Nagy, member of the troupe, is wise 
to the racket and is there to write 
a series of articles on it, as is also 
Jean-Pierre Aumont, newspaperman 


from Paris posing as a lingerie 
salesman. He, of course, falls for 
ther, sees her as an _ unprotected | 


young girl, and the chase is on. 

Because’ Berry’s_ partner has 
shipped a girl whom he did not want 
to leave, Berry retaliates by smug- 
gling the latter’s daughter among 
the contingent with Miss von Nagy. 
Ignorant of the fact that Miss von 
Nagy is also writing a story, Aumont 
signs on as steward to protect her 
and, through the disclosures of the 
two, Miss Prim and Berry’s chief 
South American accomplice, Marcel 
Dalio, are arrested. 

Miss Prim commits suicide rather 
than see it through, but Dalio sticks, 
to be rescued in Rio by fake cops, 
who also take the entire troupe, 
along with Aumont, to the intended 
destination. Berry’s partner causes 
their undoing however, for, when 
he learns his daughter is among the 
girls he kills Berry and informs the 
South American police, who mop up 
the gang. With Miss von Nagy and 
Aumont planning to write their 
series under the name of Mr. and 
Mrs. 

Berry tones down a lot to turn 
in a commendable job in this pix. 
Suzy Prim could hardly be more 
convincing. Aumont is a bit too 
young for the role in which he is 
cast, but carries it off admirably, 
while Kate von Nagy misses few 
chances. Of the lesser parts, honors 
go to Dalio, a knife-throwing un- 
scrupulous accomplice who makes 
the perfect tool his role calls for. 

Despite its length, cutting is well 
handled, while photography is good 
throughout. Hugo. 





Soder om Landsvagen 


(‘South of the Highway’) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 
Scandinavian production and release, Fea- 
tures Edvard Persson. Directed by Gideon 
Wahlberg. Music by Erik Baumann and 
Cdvin Lindberg. At Casino de Paris, N. ¥ 


week March 11, ‘37. Running time, %4 
mins. 

Cdvard Mongon.....ccesenes Edvard Persson 
Os 46.600.0006066n600eet end Fritiof Billquist 
. Serre oe Inga-Bodil Vetterlund 
Housekeeper. ........-.. .Alfhild Degerberg 
DEMIR ¢.9.0.¢30ic pesdateee Mim Ekelund-Persson 
RE: nc 6 bes dbase vee. benke-Ake Benktsson 
6s bee eeerd seta kes ...+-Holger Sjoberg 
Os Gece ccsccccdtcccesee WenluaGe 
Maggie Andersson ee ee A\gda Helin 
Sheriff Levander.............Helcke Mauritz 
PE Co bbsec eat BoLcethewers .Nils Ekman 
Ts vs noes nk h wb ose ae eeees Oloy Wigren 


(In Swedish, with English Titles) 


This all-Swedish production is a 
certain bet for any foreign language 
house. Chances are it will also find 
plenty of favor in nabes and even 
in certain first runs. It will require 
shrewd exploitation, but once the 
audience is inside it will remain to 
be entertained. 

It’s a forthright story, sympatheti- 
cally directed, superbly played and 
with a wealth of gorgeous photog- 
raphy. Entire picture was filmed at 
the homestead, ‘Gardslosa.’ birth- 
place of Colonel Lindberg’s father, 
in southern Sweden. 

Film opens with shot of map of 


Sweden and commentator briefly and | 
amusingly describes general charac- | 


ter of the country and _ principal 
points of interest. East-west high- 
way divides Sweden in two and south 
of the highway lies the farming 
country. Hence the pic’s title. Pic 





and | vagen’ has it in abundance. 


| 








moments are extraordinarily touch- 


ing. 

Although English titles frequently 
seem inadequate, they contain many 
bits of unintentional humor in t*hem- 
selves via comic misspellings and 
faulty grammar. Acting is almost 
uniformly excellent, particularly that 
of Edvard Persson in the leading 
part. He’s fat and homely, but al- 
ternates between ludicrous comedy 
and affecting pathos. From reaction 
among Swedish spectators, his play- 
ing is even finer if the language 1s 
understood. 

Inga-Bodil Vetterlund is comely 
and capable ingenue, Holger Sjoberg 
and Benkt-Ake Benktsson turn in 


funny comedy jobs, and Nils Wahl- | 
bom has one effective character bit. | 


‘Charm’ is a word that has fallen 
into disrepute, but ‘Soder om U-nds- 
Hobe. 





VASEMBER 


(‘Iron Man’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
(OPERETTA) 


Hermes Film produced by Laszlo Sas; re 





leased by Danubia Pictures, Inc Operettt 
directed by Emil Martonffl, who wrote story 
with Imre Furedi Music, Karoly Stephan 
ides, Zoltan Martonffi and Gyorgy Van; 
camera, Istvan Eiben; sound, Ferenc Lohr 
At Modern Playhouse, N. Y week March 
11, "87. Running time, 67 mins. 
Matyika Ida ‘luray 
Lilly... Fr: eT EC ECT TEE Ire. Demko 
Mrs. Peter Balogh....... sae Lilly WBerki 
Dr. Tama Balla eceeneeees Jeno Torz 
Gyozo Ralla Imre Rada 
Kendle Pye eer CTT TT Gyula CGozon 
2 rere Serre ree Te Gusztav Vandor 
{Odon Bardy 
BACHEIOPS . 6c cccccsevcscees ‘Istvan Dozsa 
{Ferenc Pataky 
WOE bo vanedt-000600645s .. Sandor Peti 
weewer Gill. cescisvecaesé Elvira Horvethys 
Farmer os Lajos Garday 
a PPE CERTT Te ooodenes Klemer Ballo 
Italian Singer. .scéceces eees-JOZz8ef Kishonty 


(In Hungarian, no English Titles) 


Light entertainment is provided by 
this well-produced Magyar film, in- 
terspersed with several gay song 
numbers and incidental Hungarian 
airs with strings and czimbalom pre- 
dominating. Story is slight, but 
deftly propelled by an excellent cast, 


with Ida Turay, Imre Raday and 
Jeno Torzs as standouts. 
Musical story has to do with a 





flinty-faced big business man (Torzs), 
who learns about women from his 
amorous nephew, Gyoza. Latter is 
engaged to Matyika in Budapest, but, 
while on vacation, he indulges in a 
brief affair with a mysterious girl, 


Lilly, in Monte Carlo, where he 
poses as Vittorio, an Italian. Girl 
suddenly vanishes and Gyoza 


searches for her in vain before re- 
turning home to work in his uncle’s 
office. Once back in Hungary, the 
nephew seems willing enough to for- 
get Lilly and marry Matyika, but 
here is where Uncle Tamas (the iron 
man) steps in. When Dr. Balla 
meets Matyika it is love at first sight 
for him—as well as the girl. All his 
executive calm is swept away by the 
girl’s glances and a man of iron is 
completely melted. Theirs is a swift 
romance eliminating Gyoza entirely. 
It is not until Lilly turns up in Buda- 
pest that the younger man is solaced 
as a double wedding is arranged. 
The few song numbers in the film 
are expertly handled by the prin- 
cipals and the story moves along at 
a lively pace throughout. Without 
English titles, picture is specifically 
for Hungarian trade; but, as such, it 
should please most audiences in this 
field. Direction is good, acting is 
sprightly and the camera work, 
Tobis-Klang sound and settings will 
win for it many friends. Rowl. 


BOLD CABALLERO 


Lincoln, Neb. 


Republic release of Nat Levine produ 
tion Features Rober, Livingston, Heather 
Angel, Sig Rumann Directed by Wells 
Root. Screen play, Wells Root from idea 
by Johnston McCulley: camera Alvin 
Wveoff, Jack Marta; editor, Lester Orle- 
beck; sound, Harry Jones; music, Harry 
Grey. At Liberty. Lineoln, Neb., week 
March 8, '37, on dual bill, Running time, 
Co mins 
ONUG:. 2 vkKcuvivatus oeencee tobert Livingston 
SN Serre errr re re. Py Heather Angel 
Commandente. ircbcctiavecces Si¢ Rumoann 
PPI cen cSeewercesndoveadaesdeuaa lan Wolfe 
SPOVOTROS . 66.05 ctesvcegseden Robert Warwick 
eee 00 0ebbeus be emily Fitzroy 
iy .. BP ereeeer errr ee Charles Stevens 
CMME .cccedes cveercaedoccces EEE Ean 
SMMGONG Kevenscivébeveces Ferdinand Muniter 





then fades into a succession of beau- | 


tiful shots of the Swedish 
tural countryside, to a vocal accom- 
paniment ot the Swedish national 
anthem. The picturesque grandeur 
of the scenes is stirring and, with 


agricul- | 


the music, sets the mood for the sub- | 


seauent story. 

Plot itself is simple, 
dignified and absorbing. 
kindly, wholesome farmer and the 
life on his place. There is a villain- 
ous sheriff trying to seize the estate 
for a defaulted debt There are 
three romances, reformation of a 
thief, airplane crackup, plane flight 


but 
Deals with 


to save the farm and a satisfying 
happy ending. ; 
In addition, there is dancing and 


singing, many shots of Swedish farm 
life and.continual droll enomedv. 
There are no dead spots and many 


always 


Natural color was pulled in as an 
ally to help the resurrection of this 
old story, which was a Doug Fair- 
banks vehicle as ‘Mark of Zorro. 
Republic follows the general lines of 
the older tale and uses it to further 
the buildup for Robert Livingsion, 
who is the prominent member of its 
‘Three Mesquiteers,’ western combo. 

‘Caballero’ is novel for w 
stuff, mostly because of the color. 
and can be heavily sold from the 
angle. It’s also long on action and 
equipped with better than average 
cast. 

Besides Livingston, Heather Anzel 
and Sig Rumann get the bulk of at- 
tention. Miss Angel is the daughter 


| of a Spanish governor killed enroute 


|him as a front-ranker. 


to his new post in Californias. Ru- 
mann is a southern California die- 
tator who doesn’t want his playhouse 
mussed. His is a mean role and he 
vlays it to the hilt. 

Camera does a nice job of pick- 
ing up some rugged scenery. 

Jumping-jack part for Livin«ston 
should go a long way in presentine 


be forte enough to get by alone in 
most places. Barn. 


— 


Stanschutze Bruggier 


(‘Militiaman Bruggler’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


| Ufa release of Peter Ostermayr produces 
tion. Directed by Werner Klinger. From 
the novel, ‘Roman,’ by Anton Graf Bossi 
I «daigotti. At S6th St. Garden, N. Y., 
week March 12, '37, Running time, 84 
mins, 

Toni Bruggler............Ludwig Kerscher 
Seine Mutter......... beste Franziska Kinz 
Sein Grossvater....,... Seeeee Rolf Pinegger 
Andreas Theissbacher 


Gustl Stark-Gstettenbauer 





estern | 


Picture will | 


Frau Hella von Teuff....... ... Lola Chlud 
Hannes Baumgartner..... Wilhelm ScGultes 
Lehrer Waldner.... ...cees- Viktor Gehring 
FEARS ODWEKE. cc ctcicevecs Friedrich Ulmer 
Jeers Trimimfih.': -iccecees Beppo Brem 
Sebastian Mutschlochner. Fritz Hofbauer 
Friedl Summer Franz Lichtenauer 
Sepp Thaler Hans Hanauer 


(In German, With English Titles) 

Drama of the late war in the 
Tyrol is continuously absorbing, with 
an unusually strong finish. Will hold 
any audience enthralled, but peace 
lovers are likely to resent its ob- 
vious militaristic overtones. Not that 
the subject of war itself is objec- 
tionable as dramatic material. But 
what would raise the hair on a paci- 
fist neck is the way war is increas- 
| ingly glorified as the pic proceeds. 
Reaches such a point at the fadeout 
| that when the hero, who abandoned 
| study for the priesthood to join the 
army, is asked by his commander 
what he'll do after the war, he 
proudly replies he'll continue to be a 
soldier. Inescapable ¢onclusion is 
| that soldiering is the ultimate career 
for courageous men 

Outside of that amazing philos- 
| ophy ‘Bruggler’ is an extraordinarily 
compact, forceful and gripping film. 
Story is persuasive; direction, pho- 
tography and locale are exceptional; 
and the acting is convincing. Char- 
acters are all well cast and the pro- 
duction shows great care in its de- 
tails. 

Story concerns the theological stu- 
dent who joins the stanschutze 
(militia sharpshooters) to protect his 
native Tyrol against the Italian in- 
vasion. He is an adept soldier, but 
is soon wounded, He recuperates at 
the villa of a beauteous widowed 
baroness and again joins his com- 
rades at the front. Taken prisoner 
in a surprise attack by the Italians, 
he escapes and leads a reinforcing 
detachment of Germans to the res- 
cue of the Austrians. His bravery 
and resourcefulness bring victory 
and he is decorated by his general. 

There is a strong hint of romance 
between the hero and the widowed 
baroness, but no conclusive clinch at 
the finale. Ludwig Kerschner, as 
the young soldier; Franziska Kinz as 
his mother, Lola Chlud as the baron- 
ess and several others as comrades in 
arms are effective. 

The undercurrent of militarism in 
‘Bruggler’ is understandable when 
it’s remembered that the pic is a 
product of present-day Germany, but 
its philosophy seems incongruous in 
this country. Hobe, 


RAZUMOV 


‘(FRENCH MADE) 


Garrison release of Andre Daven produc. 





tion, Features Pierre Fresnay, Jean-Louis 
Barrault, Jacques Copeau and Pierre Re- 
noir. Directed by Mare Allegret. From 
Josep Conrad's novel, ‘Under Western 
Eyes.’ At Cameo, N. Y., week March 8, 
'S7. Running time, 97 mins. 

Kazumovy .. ..s.se+-+Plerre Fresnay 
| errr ae Jean-Louis Barrault 
Nathalie Haldin... ..+++-Danielle Parola 
uo... ea .. Jacques Copeau 
Pereteit @ AGONE. +c ves csc cceds Pierre Renoir 
MO -as tu stele dts bts 459400004 eabES Gabrio 
Razumov’s Father.......ccceees Roger Kart 
SEL. “ceubdcedesesose +-+.-+Michel Simon 
Concierge .....6660..6.++..-Madeleine Suftel 


(In French, with English Titles) 

Russian story by an English writer, 
filmed in French, with English titles, 
‘Razumov’ has all the makings of a 
complete hodge-podge. But despite 
its complicated lineage, it screens as 
an absorbing drama, thoughtfully 
produced and superbly acted. Hardly 
suitable for frivolous entertainment, 
but gripping tragedy for serious 
audiences, 

Film is still on the lengthy side, 
running slightly over an hour and 
a half. Its relentless progress never 
falters, however, and even in the 
numerous places obviously scissored 
the thread of the story remains in- 
tact. English titles easily clarify 
French dialog. 

Story, laid in 1910, concerns young 
Russian revolutionist who assassi- 
nates the prime minister and then 
takes refuge in the. rooms of a seri- 


ous young student innocent of any 
knowledge of the plot. Circum- 
stances force the student to save 


ij himself by betraying the murderer. 





From that moment of weakness he 
is doomed. Chain of events is set in 
motion and the youth is powerless 


| to escape the inevitable. 
Revolutionists, thinking he helped 
the murderer to escape, hail him as 
a hero. Police, on the other hand, 
force him to spy on the plotters on 
threat of exposing him. He is finally 
driven to reveal the true facts to 
the assassin’s family and is killed by 
one of the revolutionists. There is 
a hint of budding romance between 
the student and the assassin’s sister, 
but it is not developed—and rightly. 
Story ends on the logical note. 
Nearly every character in the 
yarn is convincingly drawn and per- 
suasively played. Acting throughout 
is devoid of overemvhasis, all the 
east being eloquently low-keyed. 
Pierre Fresnev is the student. Jean- 
louis Barrault the assassin. Mikulin 
the police Pierre Renoir a 
volice agent and Gabrio a terrifving 
revolutionist. Hobe. 
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‘one of the most . pieces of entertainment of ; 
the season... a box-office sensation wherever it plays” 





~ HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
* 


‘‘charming cameo of delightful eiitertainment.. certain box-office’ 


DAILY VARIETY 
* 


“quality production from title to fadeout... graceful 
entertainment delight” 


BOX-OFFICE 
* 


“quaint and charming picture . . . ladies will love it... and men” - 
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Advanee Production Chart 





Hollywood, March 16. 
Production activity failed to increase in numbers of pictures before the 
cameras over the preceding week, despite fact that eight new pictures 
started. Total number of pictures before the cameras still remains at 35, 
which is five below normal for this time of the year, 


There is every indication that the barometer will rise to normalcy this 
week as some 12 pictures are scheduled to start. 

Eight pictures were taken from the cutting rooms last week and pre- 
viewed, leaving a balance of 76 in that division. 





Columbia 


One in work, 7 editing, 5 preparing. In work: 

‘LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN,’ reported Variety, March 3. 
Pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘SHOOTING SHOWDOWN’ and ‘WHITE HEAT,’ 


Grand National 


None in work, 4 editing, 10 preparing. 


No new 








*‘BUOTS GF DESTINY,’ ‘SMALL TOWN BOY,’ ‘WHEN I’M WITH YOU,’ 
‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ ‘SING, COWBOY, SING,’ ‘SWEETHEART OF 
THE NAVY,’ ‘DYNAMITE,’ ‘HONOLULU HONEYMOON,’ ‘GRAND CAN- 
YON.’ 


Metro 


Six in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 
‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘NIGHT MUST 


FALL,’ reported Feb. 17; ‘THE OLD SOAK,’ ‘THEY GAVE HIM A GUN, 
and ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported March 3; ‘MADAME WA- 
L=\VSKA,’ reported March 10; ‘A FAMILY AFFAIR,’ reported March 17. 


Readied to start: ‘THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS,’ 
“ONCE THERE WAS A LADY, and ‘SARATOGA.’ 


‘FIREFLY,’ 


Paramount 


Five in work, 8 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME,’ reported Variety, Jan. 13; ‘I MET HIM 
IN PARIS,’ reported Feb. 3; ‘KING OF GAMBLERS’ and “FURN OFF THE 
M ~ON,’ reported Feb. 24. Started last week: 

‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer, directed by Charles 
Riesner, no writing credits. Cast: Bob Burns, Martha-Raye, Terry Walker, 
Jonn Howard, Lewis Mason, Arthur Aylesworth, Jan Duggan, George 
Heyes, Fuzzy Knight, Rufe Davis, Wally Vernon, George Simmons, Buster 
Brodie, Marie Deforest, Harriett Haddon, Joland Reynolds, David Robel, 
Charles Tesk, Don Ackerman, Eddie Foy. 

Stery is comedy-drama centering around life and background of the Ar- 
kansas hillbilly country. Bob Burns is made the butt-of a family feud 
between two mountain clans. In order to clear up the feud, Bob’s father 
wants him to marry the daughter of the opposing family who is really 
in love with Bob’s brother. Burns learns of this and fails to show up at 
the church at the time of the wedding. He is later reported killed and the 
brother is blamed for the murder Actually an accident to Burns caused 
loss of memory and he drifted into another part of the country where he 
mezts Martha Raye, small time vaude and radio songstress. She learns he 
h-«: tost his memory and when, by accident, he regains it, she finds he is the 
b: or of the man who is about to be hanged. They rush to the mountain 
sc°-e in nick of time. 

PReadied to start: ‘LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID,’ ‘A NIGHT OF MYS- 
TERY,’ ‘JUDGE STORY,’ ‘EASY LIVING,’ ‘ANGEL,’ 
MODELS,’ ‘EXCLUSIVE,’ ‘THE ASCENDING DRAGON.’ 


RKO-Radio 


Two in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK,’ reported Variety, Dec. 23, and ‘SHALL 
WE DANCE” reported as ‘STEPPING TOES,’ Jan. 6. No pictures started 
last week, 

Readied to start: ‘MISSUS AMERICA,’ ‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ ‘ALL 
IS CONFUSION,’ ‘SHE SANG FOR HER SUPPER,’ ‘YOU CAN’T BEAT 
LOVE,’ ‘GOING, GOING, GONE,’ ‘TOMORROW’S HEADLINES,’ ‘NEW 
FACES OF 1937,’ and ‘SUPER SLEUTH.’ 


Republic 


Two in work, 10 editing, 8 preparing. Started last week: 

‘MICHAEL O'HALLORAN,’ produced by Herman Schlom, directed by 
Karl Brown, no writing credits. 
Blackmer, G. P. Huntley, Jr.. Wynne Gibson, Robert Greig, Ben Taggart, 
Barry Downing, Rex Downing, Fern Emmett, Dorothy Vaughn, Vera Gor- 
don. Walter Dennis, Vincent Lombardy. 

Story is another of the Stratton-Porter homespun novels. Jackie Moran 
plays title role. 

‘ROUGH RIDIN’ RHYTHM,’ produced by Armand Schaeffer, directed by 

















‘ARTISTS AND. 








(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 

Balance 
Pix tebe Stories 
Number Pix new placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies, promised. pleted. work. reoms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... ake aa 50 21 1 7 21 4 
Larry Darmour...... & 3 os Aw 5 1 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 15 is 4 25 10 
TE es oad 6 ars box & 48 18 6 7 17 9 
CS SEE 4 2 é ea 2 1 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 26 a 7 il 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 2 << ee 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 3 1 és 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 2 ee 1 3 1 
PUGS ESOyE.. 2... ccecss 1 1 Pa és : 
BRO RADIO. ...... 600. 38 10 2 11 16 7 
David Loew....... eee 2 1 6 1 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 2 sk - 4 1 
fA 3 1 e ‘a 2 1 
og 12 2 9 33 7 
i Ms Ms 6 be dac ss 16 3 és 1 12 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX. . 63 45 5 x 5 x 
Re eae 2 is ee 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn 7 2 1 oe 4 1 
Walt_r Wanger. 7 3 1 ee 3 1 
i 5 2 we ee 3 2 
E. Berger........ avons 1 oe ee 1 ; 
5.55 ee0eeee'vs 2 4 2 
Korda London......... 6 ae a 6 
og 13 5 x 18 7 
PT, 600 600660 8 1 e - 7 1 
WARNERS ....cccccees: 60 48 7 13. 8 over 8 
EE 80 cccdeeses 556 238 35 76 215 Be 
8 over 








Readied to start: ‘ALIAS BLACKIE BURKE,’ ‘THE GIRL SAID NO, 


Cast: Warren Hull, Jackie Moran, Si-iney. 


Mack Wright. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Max Hoffman, Jr., Hal 
Tallieferro, Ann Pendleton, Monte Blue, Al Clauser and Oklahoma Outlaw 
Radio Troupe, Charles King, Frankie Marvin. : 

Story is another in the series of Gene Autry musical westerns. This one 
takes place in the hills of Wyoming where a band of cowboys fight and 
sing their way out of many scraps. This leads them to fame as a radio 
act, but homesickness leads them back to the plains. 

Readied to start: ‘CAPPY RICKS,’ ‘GUN SMOKE RANGE,’ ‘RHYTHM 
IN MY HEART,’ ‘GANGS OF NEW YORK,’ ‘ROMANCE ON THE RUN.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Five in work, 8 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘WEE WILLIE WINKIE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 27; ‘THIS IS MY AF- 
FAIR,’ reported Feb. 24; ‘ANGEL’S HOLIDAY’ and ‘JONES FAMILY IN 
BIG BUSINESS,’ reported March 3. Started last week: 

‘SHE HAD TO EAT,’ produced by Samuel Engel, directed by Malcolm 
St. Clair, original by Edward Grant, screen play by Engel and Morris 
Musselman. Cast: Rochelle Hudson, Jack Haley, Franklyn Pangborn, Eu- 
gene Pallette, Arthur Treacher, Walter Catlett, Douglas Fowley, Tom Du- 
gan, Tom Kennedy. 

Stery shows Eugene Pallette, big game hunter, with Arthur Treacher, 
millionaire sportsman, who employs special train to cross the continent. 
Fanatics on shooting, they attach a trailer car equipped with a machine 
for projecting clay pigeons so the boys can practice. When the train stops 
they search for rabbits. Finally they come upon one, but are prevented 
from shooting it because the owner, a station employee, says it is his pet. 
Treacher, inebriated, invites the boy and his rabbit on the train, and they 
keep him there until the following morning. Treacher, now sobered up, 
kicks the boy off. Stranded in a small town, boys meets Rochelle Hudson, 
who later saves the millionaire party from kidnapping. 

Readied to start: ‘LOVE UNDER FIRE,’ ‘ESCAPE FROM LOVE,’ ‘ONE 
MILE FROM HEAVEN,’ ‘RINGS ON HER FINGERS,’ ‘EVERYBODY 
SINGS,’ ‘LAST YEAR’S KISSES,’ ‘ISLAND IN THE SKY,’ ‘ALI BABA 


GOES TO TOWN.’ 
United Artists 


Two in work, 9 editing, 4 preparing. In work: 

‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ reported Variety, Feb. 24. Started last week: 

‘PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ produced by David O. Selznick, directed by 
John Cromwell, based on the book by Anthony Hope, screen play by 
Donald Ogden Stewart, adapted by Wells Root. Cast: Ronald Colman, 
Madeleine Carroll, Dougles Fairbanks, Jr., Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, 
David Niven, Eleanor Wesselhauft, Arthur Byron, Raymond Massey. 

Story, remake from film, produced several years ago by Rex Ingram 
at Metro in the silent days, concerns colorful romance between princess 
who helps the king regain his throne. Story is laid in mythical kingdom 
with Colman playing a dual role of the king and the relative who im- 
personates him. 

Readied to start: ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ ‘LET ME LIVE,’ 


and ‘VOGUES OF 1938.° 
Universal 


Five in work, 8 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU’ and ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ reported Feb. 3; 
‘GOOD AS MARRIED,’ reported Feb. 17; ‘THE WILDCATTER’ and ‘OH, 
DOCTOR,’ reported March 3; ‘THE COP,’ reported March 10. No new pic- 
tures started last week: 

Readied to start: ‘1 COVER THE WAR,’ ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ 
‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ ‘100 MEN AND A GIRL,’ ‘HEATHER OF THE HIGH 
HAND,’ ‘NIGHT PATROL,’ ‘UNTITLED KARLOFF,’ ‘ARMORED CAR.’ 


Warners 


Seven in work, 13 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘THE SINGING MARINE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 27; ‘FOOTLOOSE 
HEIRESS’ ‘and ‘ONE HOUR OF ROMANCE,’ reported March 3; ‘THE 
DEEP SOUTH’ and ‘WAR LORD,’ reported March 10. Started last week: 

‘THE LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA,’ produced by Henry Blanke, directed by 
William Dieterle, story by Heinz Herald and Geza Herczig, based on the 
life of Zola written by himself in a novel, called ‘IE ACCUSE.’ Cast: Paul 
Muni, Gloria Holden, Joseph Schildkraut, Barton MacLane, Robert Barrat, 
Henry O’Neill, Irving Pichel, Louis Calhern, Ralph Morgan, Bonita Gran- 
ville, Ben Welden. 

Stery concerns career of Emile Zola, French novelist. It picks his life 
up at the age of 25 after he had written his first novel. It follows through 
to where Capt. Alfred Dreyfus of the French army is sentenced to Devil’s 
Island. Mrs. Dreyfus, knowing Zola to be the standard-bearer for the down- 
trodden, goes to him and appeals that he do something to right the wrong 
done to her husband. Inspired, Zola writes a scathing attack of the inner 
workings and political exploits of the French army. When the book is 
published. Zola is brought to trial for libel, but the evidence upheld the 
author’s attacks and Dreyfus is released. 

‘EMPTY HOLSTERS,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by E. Reeves 
Eason, original by Earl Repp, screen play by Jack Neville. Cast: Dick 
Foran, Patricia Walthall, Addison Richards, Gordon Hart. Glenn Strange, 
Charles LeMoyne, Edmund Cobb, Tom Brower, George Chesebro, Ander- 
son Lawler, J. P. McGowan, Milt Kibbee, Henry Otto. 

Story is typical action western being produced by Warners in series 
starring Dick Foran. Foran pals with another cowboy who works on the 
same ranch. Both are in love with town banker’s daughter. Another man, 
trying to control the town and wrest the bank away from the girl’s father, 
is also in love with her. A hold-up occurs on a stage line, and Foran is 
accused and sentenced to five years in prison. He is released in two years 
and sets out to get the heavy who committed the crime for which he was 
jailed. 

; Readied to start: ‘EVER SINCE EVE,’ ‘LADY LUCK,’ ‘THE ANGLE 
SHOOTER’ and ‘THAT CERTAIN WOMAN.’ 

















STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, March 16. 


Cynthia and Lawrence Meade sold 
their original, ‘Stacked Chips.’ to 
Condor Pictures for a Conrad Nagel 
and Eleanor Hunt starrer. 


Republic purchased “Terror in the 
Hills,’ western by L. J. McCarthy. 

‘Navy. Blue and Gold,’ novel by 
George Bruce, taken at Metro and 
assigned to producer J. J. Cohn. 

‘She’s Got That Swing.’ yarn by 
Joseph Hoffman and Morroe Shaff, 
goes to RKO for Ann Sothern soloer. 

Monogram has taken an original 
by Franklin Adreon, Jr., which will 
be adapted by Edwin C. Parsons as 
‘The Marines Are Here.’ 

‘Navy Bride,’ by Martin Van Laas, 
purchased at Republic. 

C. C. Burr has taken ‘K-7’s Case 
No. 113,’ original by Jackson Parks 
and Marion Cooper. 

B. P. Schulberg bought ‘The 





Ascending Dragon ‘by Frederick 
Jackson. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 16. 

‘A New Trail Ahead’ becomes 
‘Two-Gun Law’ at Columbia. 

Samuel Goldwyn retagged ‘The 
Woman’s Touch’ as ‘Woman Chases 
Man.’ 

‘Something to Sing About’ changed 
to ‘When I’m With You,’ Victor 
Schertzinger pic for Grand National. 

‘Looking for Trouble,’ is release 
tag on next George O’Brien picture 
for George Hirliman. 

‘Dead Yesterday’ (20th-Fox) re- 
tagged ‘The Great Hospital Mystery.’ 

Warners has shifted ‘The Love 
Derby’ to ‘He Wouldn’t Get Married,’ 
next Leslie Howard-Olivia de Havil- 
land picture. 


FASHION SHORTS 


Hollywood, March 16. 
RKO is making a series of two- 
reelers in color with stock players 
portraying current fashions. 








Studio Placements a 


Hollywood, March 16. 


Edward Featherstone, Frank 
Walsh, Pat West, Rae Daggett, Ruth 
Hilliard, Jack Cheatam, Charles Me- 
Phurphy, Claude Payton, Tom Lon- 
be William Arnold, ‘Right Guy,’ 

ol. 


Dick Rush, Edward Cobb, Nick 
Copeland, Kid Herman, Ruth Hil- 
liard, Harry Adams, Pat West, Fred 
Parker, Allen Matthews; Ray Stew- 
art, Frank Wayne, William Lally, 
James McDonald, Lloyd Ford, Dan 
Jones, Carl Faulkner, Walter Shum- 
way, Franklin Dix, Robert. Thom, 
Beatrice Curtis, ‘League of Fright- 
ened Men,’ Col. 

David Adams, David Levy, script- 
ing untitled yarn for Conrad Nagel- 
Eleanor Hunt, Condor. 

Edwin C. Parson, screenplay ‘The 
Marines Are Here,’ Monogram. 

Nick Stuart, ‘Blake of Scotland 
Yard,’ Victory. 

Duncan Mansfield directs ‘Sweet- 
heart of the Navy,’ Zeidman-GN. 

Ira Morgan directs Frank Moulan, 
Grace Bradley, Robert Armstrong, 
‘The Girl Said No,’ GN. 

Theodore Reeves, script 
yarn, Schulberg. 

Eleanor Wesselhoeft, 
Zenda,’ S-I. 

Becky Gardiner, writing orig, MG. 

Irving Bacon, James Lucas, Jack 
Murphy, Mary Jane Irving, George 
Chandler, Monte Vandergrift, Frank 
Sully, ‘They Gave Him a Gun,’ MG. 

Hattie McDaniels, ‘Saratoga,’ MG. 

Louis Mason, David Newell, Libby 





untitled 


‘Prisoner of 


Taylor, Torben Meyer, Margaret 
Hamilton, Judith Barrett, Robert 
McWade, Guy Rennie: Val Raset, 


dances; “The Old Soak,’ MG. 

Frank Lackteen, Alphonse Mar- 
tell, Cyril Thornton, Oscar Apfel, 
Winifred Harris, Robert Graves, 
Grace Goodall, Henry Stephenson, 
‘Madame Walewska,’ MG. 

Harry Stubbs, Bruce Sidney, Colin 
Kenny, Raymond Laurence, David 
Clyde, ‘Night Must Fall,’ MG. 

John Hyams, Wilbur Mack, ‘Hooper 
Atchely, Edware Earle, Jules Cowles, 
Bruce Galbreth, Walter Nobel, Jim 
Campbell, Hank Potts, Clem Fuller, 
Ike Lewin, Ed Tomie, Al Delawar, 
Jim Van Horn, Bob Thompson, 
Clyde Keund, Henry Mowbray, 
— Darro, ‘A Day at the Races,’ 


Jim Toney, Jan Duggan, Edward 
Elton, Terry Walker, John Howard, 
Bob Burns, Martha Raye, Spencer 
Charters, ‘Mountain Music,’ Par. 

Roscoe Karns, Helen Burgess, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Harvey Steph- 
ens, Ruth Coleman, Colin Tapley, 
Purnell Pratt, James Bush, ‘Night of 
Mystery,’ Par. 

Charles Ruggles, ‘Things Began to 
Happen,” Par. 

—e Blue, ‘King. of Gamblers,’ 
ar. 

Ernest Cossart, ‘Angel,’ Par. 

Dorothy Lamour, ‘The Buccaneer,’ 


ar. 

Stanley Fields, Michael Thompson, 
Chris Franke, Ethan A. Laidlow, 
Russ Powell, Oscar Apfel, ‘Toast of 
New York,’ RKO. 

Sidney Bracey, Walter Clinton, 
Bert Gordon, try Dean,” New 
Faces of 1937,’ RKO. 

Gertrude Michael, Lucille Ball, 
Richard Lane, Gordon Jones, Paul 
Guilfoyle, Alec Craig. Bradley Page, 
Frank M. omas, William Corson, 
Jack Corson; Ben Holmes, direct, 
‘There Goes My Girl,’ RKO. 

Floyd Criswell, Frank Mills, Bry- 
ant Washburn, Robert Frazer, Dick 
Rush, Jonathan Hale, Sam Flint, John 
Ince, Broderick O'Farrell, Heenan 
Elliott, Al Ferguson, Charles Meakin, 
George Lollier, ‘Borrowed Time,’ 


Benny Burt, Charles Arnt, Vinton 
Haworth, Harlan Briggs, Anthony 
Nace; Edward Sedgwick, directs, ‘Ail 
Is Confusion,’ Loew-Radio. 

Maude Eburne, Joe Caites. Frank 
Milan; Swing Scott, directs. ‘Looking 
as hae ge Hirliman-RKO. 

ione ouser, scripting his orig, 
‘World of Women,’ RKO , 

Vincent Lawrence, scripting ‘Gun- 
ga Din,’ RKO. 

P Mortimer Offner, untitled mu- 
sicaler on life of the Vernon Castles, 


Jo Millward, untitl 
RKO itled screenplay, 


David Silverstein, screenpla 
—— ppm Chery, RKO. scad 
osep nthony, screenplay ‘ 
—_ RKO. "i a 
rry Segal, screenplay, ‘The 
en ye ‘RKO. eeu 
rtrude Purcell, script ‘Fight for 
Your Lady,’ RKO. , 

Jack Ingram, Yakima Canutt, Bob 
Walker, Horace Carpenter, Jack 
Padjan, Wes Warner, ‘Gun Smoke 
Ranch,’ Rep. 

Alexander Pollard, Horace Car- 
penter, Paddy O’Flynn, Warren Hull, 
Sidney Blackmer, Hope Manning, 
G. P. Huntley, Jr.. Guy Usher. Roger 
McGee, Shirley McGee, Nellie V. 
Nichols, Bodil Rosing. Leonard 
Kibrick, Anne Bennett, Phyllis Bar- 
ry, Lyle Talbot. Frank Melton. Mary 
Brian, Walter Brennan, Wynne Gib- 
son, Robert Greig, ‘Michael O’Hallo- 
ran.’ Rep. 

Julia Thayer, Lafe McKee, Ed Peil, 
Sr., Curley Dresden, James Marcus, 
‘The Painted Stallion,’ Rep. 

Charles King, Frankie Marvin, 
Nina Campana. Monte Blue, Charles 
Meyers. Ann Pendleton, Hal Talia- 
ferro. Pascale Perry, ‘Rough Ridin’ 
Rhythm,’ Rep. 

Louis Vincenot, ‘Wee Willie Win- 
kie,’ 20-F. 
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TO THE EXHIBITORS OF THE WORLD 8 ou 


Gentlemen: 


May I take this opportunity to express to you my humble 





gratitude for your particular contribution to The Silver 
Jubilee Drive that the boys in Paramount inaugurated to 
commemorate my twenty-five years in the industry. 





— 
It is a heart-warming commentary on the good will and a 
good faith that prevail in our industry. 


I know of no better way to keep this faith with you, 
nor a more practical way of showing my appreciation, than to 
try to continue to give you what you need most: namely, 





good pictures. In fact, when I read in the many letters both 
from you and the boys in our exchanges what you have done 
and are doing to make their Drive successful, I cannot help 
but acknowledge the responsibility placed on me to give you 


ONSZoSDPPtrOTVZWOASS 22°95 7s 


the kind of product that will earn your continued support. 





I feel certain that such pictures as "SWING HIGH, 
SWING LOW", "WAIKIKI WEDDING", “INTERNES CAN'T TAKE MONEY« | 
"MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW" and "KING OF THE GAMBLERS" will 
merit this support. 
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Again, I wish to thank all of you for the many kind Te | | 
messages and expressions of good will. fe 


Sincerely yours, 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Plenty on ‘Million’ 
Winnipeg. 
After a comparatively quiet two 
months Frank Willis, of the Metro- 
politan loop house, yanked the town 
out of its sleep with his work on 
‘One in a Million.’ 


Largest of the tie-ups came in con- 
junction with the Hudson’s Bay and 
the annual Winter Club Skating 
Carnival being held at the same 
time. Annual skating show is a 
‘very-very’ affair, being staged by 
the town snoots, so it takes some 
good talking to work in on their 
show advertising. Willis, by supply- 
ing the stills, from ‘Million,’ 
large cut-outs of Sonja Henie, man- 
aged to grab off the best part of the 
three front windows, on the busiest 
corner of the store, opposite an im- 
portant car stop. 


‘One in a Million’ received the top 
billing in the window show cards. 
Large cut-outs were also spotted in 
the lounge rooms of the club itself, 
thereby bearding the lions in their 
den. 

Displays were also spotted in the 
town’s top restaurants, plus one 
place where they have a small front 
window usually used for cigaret dis- 
plays, ete. This carried small cut- 
outs of Miss Henie, as well as plugs 
for the skating show. 


The music stores were thoroughly 
covered with window displays for 
both the music and the picture. This 
took in all the loop music houses, 
including the departmental stores. 


Large blow-ups of the main char- 
acters in the picture were placed on 
a smart looking black background 
with chromium edging and taken out 
to the River Park Ice Palace, the 
largest in the country, and parked 
where all could see it. Other angles 
were 40 spots on CKY and CJRC, 
both in Winnipeg, preceding the pic- 
ture opening, plus the usual 24-sheet 
street float. 





Lobby Television 


St. Louis. 


Natives got first eyeful at tele- 
vision in lobby of 5,000 seater Fox 
last week and stunt not only copped 
lots of newspaper space, but proved 
one of most interesting and impres- 
sive lobby displays this town has 
seen. Manager Robert E. Hicks ob- 
tained television equipment from 
Wendell McMahill of Los Angeles, 
Cal., a vet in sight and sound field. 
Broadcasting unit was set up on one 
side of huge Fox lobby and glare of 
photo flood lamps drew the crowds. 
On opposite side of lobby a television 
receiving set was placed in a minia- 
ture theatre where customers saw 
and heard broadcasts being made 
from transmitter. McMahill did 
most of broadcasting, explaining 
briefly advances made in sight trans- 
mission and predictions of future. 
Stunt went over’ with bank, 
especially with the more mature. 

Besides netting plenty of extra 
newspaper space, McMahill was in 
demand as luncheon club speaker. 
Special announcements of demon- 
stration were inserted in pay en- 
velopes of telephone company, sev- 
eral of larger electrical manufac- 
turing companies and electrical dis- 
tributing firms. Contacts also were 
made with electrical engineering 
students at St. Louis and Washington 
University and several trades schools 
and amateur radio bugs. 





Making It Homelike 


Pittsburgh. 

‘Make the Fulton your home’ is 
John Goring’s latest slogan for the 
Mort Shea house here, and he’s put- 
ting the atmosphere into fact as well 
as print. Goring has installed a flock 
of easy lounges in the lobby, has at- 
tendants stationed there to put on 
victrola records for the customers 
or dial radio to their favorite sta- 
tions and every quarter hour or so 
has cigarets and candy passed out 
among the crowd free of charge. 

There’s no tie-up with tobacco or 
sweets manufacturers either, Goring 
Shelling out himself for the smokes 
and sweets. Getting flock of repeats 
for ‘On the Avenue,’ now in fifth 
week. and credits this as much to the 
hospitality as to the picture. 


Weil’s De Luxer 


Joe Weil, of universal, climbs right 
out on the topmost limb with his ex- 
ploitation gag for ‘Top o’ the Town.’ 
It's an album of three records of 
Town’ selections, interleaved with 
8x10 photographs from the pix, and 
a a little, but not too much sales 
alk, 

Album, a handsome thing, is neatly 
boxed and then wrapped in silver 
Paper tied with a silk ribbon and 
Suggesting it probably was delivered 
by a liveried flunkey instead of just 
a messenger boy. 

This seems to be the season for de 
luxe publicity and Weil is right 
alongside the drum major when it 
comes to leading the procession. It’s 
a topper. and still the sort of pub- 


. that will do the picture good. 
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Peep Shows 


One of the best lobby stoppers is 
the peep show, for it’s only human 
nature to see what the other fellow 
is seeing. Recently a manager dug 
out of the bill room a shadow box 
originally used to show the gazer 
what he looked like as some film 
character by placing a poster against | 
the back of the front section with a | 
hole cut for the peerer’s face, re- | 
flected in a mirror. He wanted to | 
give it another ride, for it had 
worked well the first time, but he | 
wanted a different angle. 

He found it by putting in a set of | 
four lights, operated each by its own 
push button, with the invitation to 
experiment with the lights and select 
the most favorable. The lights were 
green, red, white and amber, and 
while it took a little time to work 
all four, the result was a series of 
squeaks and yells that had the crowd 
milling around, and the ticket re- 





turns proved that it must have 
helped. 
Another good show, which even 


made the papers, was an invitation 
to come and be kissed by Clark 
Gable. In this the poster was af- 
fixed on the back of the shadow box, 
with a mirror backing an oval cut 
opposite his- face. When the ob- 
server peeped through the opening 
in the front of the box, her face was 
reflected in the mirror more or less 
in proximity to the star. A large 
sign stated that the display was for 
ladies only, which did not stop the 
men from peeping in, which helped 
the gag along. Second day of a 
three-day stand everyone was asking 
‘Have you kissed Clark Gable yet?’ 
which hac no deterrent effect on 
business. 

Another stunt being held in mind 
is to run ‘What you will be if you 
fail to see’ the feature advertised. | 
In this instance the backing will be 
a jackass. A bit personal, perhaps, 
but figured to get the laughs. 





Advertising Creeps Back 


Sydney. 
Full-page newspaper ads on new 


pic openings are creeping back 
again. First gotten out in the new 
year was for ‘Swing Time,’ with 


second out last week on ‘Garden of 
Allah.’ 

Believed that some distribs are 
kicking in a little cash with the ex- 
ploitation boys to meet extra cost, 
and to give their product a boost 
prior to premiere. Figured that of- 
ficials know now that an advertising 
splurge brings biz on the first week, 
with word-mouth doing the rest if 
pic hits public fancy. ‘ 

‘Swing Time’ broke all existin& 
records, and ‘Allah’ had ’em lined up 
opening day. Known here that if 
you don’t get the public first week 
all the advertising in the world will 
not bring ’em to the b.o., except of 
course in exceptional cases. 

Dave Martin. despite ‘Show Boat’ 
being in its 10th month, has never 
let up on exploitation once. Martin's 
Liberty is only a very small house, 
but, nevertheless, he has spent heavy 
coin on advertising. E 

Metro very rarely goes in for 
heavy newspaper splurges, simply 
taking sizable ads with keen ex- 
ploitation backing. Fortunately 
Metro had had so many clicks that 
heavy advertising is not required, 
especially with all its smash 
marquee names. 

Since the commencement of this 
year, the exploitation lads connected 
with the various circuits have let 
themselves go somewhat. and_ it 
looks as though the restrictions cov- 
ering advertising for G.T. have been 
withdrawn. Funny angle is that all 
the ads make absolutely no mention 
of General Theatres whatsoever. It’s 
either Hoyts or Greater Union now, 
and has been so for some time. 


Ushers in Black 


Lincoln. 


Ushers were togged in_ black- 
hooded robes at the Orpheum here 
for two weeks previous to the show- 
ing of ‘Black Legion,’ which pro- 
vided quite a bit of talk around 
town. 5 

Was slightly hard on the nerves 
of the patrons. since in the dark- 
ness of the theatre is was somewhat 
hair-curling to have the hooded 
fiashlighters approach. Ike_ Hoig, 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. publicist, re- 
sorted to this when the robes were 
refused street parade. It was a good 
stunt. 





Frenchy but U. S. 
Chicago. 


— Got the Papers 


/:transcriptions; nine in all. 





Plenty of publicity is being given 
the House immigration committee | 
hearing on a bill for restriction of | 
foreign artists in the United States, 
and by taking advantage of it, Archie 
Herzoff landed pictures in the news- 
picture page of the Evening Ameri- 
ean. 

Pictures were of girls from the In- 
ternational Casino show current at 
the Chicago theatre. and captions 
underneath pointed out that the girls 
were Americans. Poses, however, 
were a bit ‘Frenchy.’ 





On the Fly 

Fort Worth. 

Frank Weatherford, manager, and | 

Charlie Carden, press agent for the | 

Worth Theater, took advantage of 

Sonja MHenie’s_ stop-off between 

planes here last week, to put over 

a swell tie-up on their picture, ‘Love 
Is News.’ 

Knowing the press had been car- 


rying stories Henie was that way 
about Tyrone Power, star of the 
film, Weatherford and Carden had 


critics fire questions at her about her | 
romance, thereby getting Power’s 
name on front page of local rags. 
Henie also was _ photographed 
alongside set-piece on the picture 
and it made five-column art in Fort 
Worth Press. It was captioned she | 
was proud to pose with her boy- | 
friend’s picture. Swell tie-up. 
Theatre also arranged with studio 
to have Power write the column of | 
Jack Gordon, Press reviewer, which 
was used in its entirety, running two 


cc_umns, two days before ‘Love Is 
News’ opened. 
Tied to Orch 
Schenectady. 
Advertising tie-ups with local | 


merchants are being arranged on the | similar rights as the United States 


current vaudeville tour of Ina Ray 
Hutton, leader of the Melodears. 

A full page of ads was carried in 
the Schenectady Gazette on the 
opener of Miss Hutton’s three-day 
stand at Proctor’s, and a part-page 
of ads in the Troy Record for her 
engagement at Proctor’s in that city. 





Tailing the Parade 


Pittsburgh. 
Although neither ‘Lost Horizon’ | 
nor ‘Good Earth’ have played here | 
yet, they’re both booked in for early 
road-show engagements, and Gabe 
Rubin, manager of Art Cinema, saw 
a chance in this to get in some good 
licks on his current attraction, ‘Yel- 
low Cruise.’ 


‘Cruise’ is a pictorial record of an 
expedition through Central Asia, so 
Rubin stuck titles of two big flickers 
at top of his newspaper ads and fol- 
lowed with ‘to fully appreciate these 
screen masterpieces, you must see 
1937’s greatest pictorial thrill, reveal- 
ing the life of ancient China and the 
forbidden land of Old Tibet.’ 





Joe Longo, of Loew’s State and 
Orpheum, Boston, got a full page cut 
of Grace Moore in the American. It 
helped that the cut came out par- 
ticularly well. Also got a five-day 
contest in the Record on ‘How Do 
You Know When You're in Love?’ 

Hooked one air station to a six- 
day Grace Moore song festival and) 
got three repeats of a set of triple 
Newly 
weds were guests of the theatres at 
the Monday matinee and between 
the music and the Lux tie-in he got 


| of 








Hess Speaks | 








about 30 windows. Postal Telegraph | 
boys put out ticket teasers in office | 
buildings and 10,000 inserts were 
used in Liberty magazines. 


(Continued from page 3) 
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the producers, he insisted, because | 
it provides that foreign artists de- | 
siring to enter the U. S. must ‘be a 
subject of a country which has an | 
immigration system — substantially | 
similar to that of the United States.’ 
Providing that the country in ques- 


tion does not have laws ‘substan- 
tially’ like those in America, the 
artist would have to prove to the | 


satisfaction of the Secretary of La- | 
bor that no person in the United | 
States has qualifications similar to 
the artist seeking admission, Hess | 
said. 


His Reasons 


‘It is doubted whether any coun- 
try has an immigration system simi- | 
lar to that of the United States,’ | 
Hays counsel declared, ‘Our law 
permit the entry for permanent resi- 
dence in the United States of aliens | 
all callings if they can comply 
with the general provisions of our 
immigration laws and come within | 
the quota assigned to their respec- | 
tive countries. This means that no | 
country could be found to afford | 


does unless it permits free immigra- | 
tion with restrictions only as 
quotas.’ 

Passage of the suggested legisla- | 
tion would probably cause foreign 
countries to pass retaliatory laws 
which would ‘keep out Ameri- 
can motion pictures,’ Hess further 
warned. 

Following the collapse of the 


to | 


| house, bowed in Friday 


| clip per week for house. 





Dickstein hearings last Tuesday (9), 
Chairman Dickstein was unable to | 
rouse the enthusiasm of any of his 
committee for the promised pn 
tive hearing on the measure. Sev- 
eral members of the House Immi- 
gration committee expressed the 
opinion, in private, that the bill was 
not of sufficient importance to war- 
rant further consideration, and vir- 


tually the entire membership of ?? | 


Representatives was said to be ac- 





| tively against the legislation, 


Representative Kramer of 
Angeles, who received permission | 
from the Chair to introduce a writ- | 
ten statement after the session had 
closed, admitted Saturday (13) that 
he had been too busy to devote any 
time to the subject. Strongly op- 
posed to the bill, Kramer said that 
he agreed with a large bloc of the 
committee members that the bill was 
‘sunk.’ 

While the Immigration commit- 
tee may find time during the week 
to discuss the amended measure, 
Washington dopesters are of the 
opinion that the perennial Dickstein 
bill has less chance this year than 
it has had in many previous ses- 
sions of Congress. Probability is that 
the legislation will be laid away 
without ever leaving the commit- 
tee, it is reported. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Lincoly. 

Harry Schiller’s New Grand, 
Grand Island, set to open April 10. 
It’s an 800-seater erected on the sight 
of the old Grand. 

Hymie Novitsky now top man in 
the Republic office in Omaha. He 
went over from being a salesman at 
Fox. Took with him Joe Rosenberg 
(ex-Columbia) as No. 1 salesman. 

Full title to the 99-year lease of 
Frank D. Eager on the Liberty the- 
atre property was transferred this 
week to the Liberty Theatre Bldg. 
Corp. Lease was made in 1917. 

Assistant Manager J. D. Petty, Fox, 





Beatrice, was shipped to Springfield, 
Ill., in like position. Was followed 
in Beatrice by Jack Maes, formerly 
of Emporia, Kas. | 

Baby crop loomed heavy on the- 
this 


atre row week when Bob| 


Wintersteen, assistant house manager | event. 


at the Orpheum, fathered a girl. And 
Armand Hunter, business manager of 
the Temple Theatre Players, papaed | 
a 94% pound son. 





Syracuse, N. Y. | 

Joseph Essel, manager of the Kal- | 
lett Canastota, appointed to man- 
agement of new State, also Kallett- | 
owned, at Deposit. Samuel LaBalbo, | 
assistant manager of the Kallett | 
Oneida, replaces Essel at Canastota. 
Joseph Lust will become assistant 
manager of the Oneida and Reymond 
Reidenberg, former assistant man- 
ager of the Strand, a Schine house 
at Syracuse, joins the organization | 
as manager of Kallett’s Regent here. | 


| attraction, 


Canton, O. 

A new motion picture theatre cost- 
ing $40,000 has been opened at Upper 
Sandusky. Leo T. Jones, is owner, 
which has a seating capacity of 550. 

Joe Wheeler, former manager of 
the Cliftona theatre at Circleville, 
has assumed a similar post at Port 
Clinton, in charge of the Lion, Mad- 
rid and Erie. 

C. E. Davis, of New Lexington, 
owner of the Perry theatre there 
has taken over the New Linda at 
nearby Shawnee. 

The Shea Enterprises, has acquired 
the Palace at Dennison. 





Montreal. 


Los | 


| Trumbo’s 





Snowden theatre, of United Amuse- 
ments Corp., opened last week, with | 
many picture lights attending. Re- | 
ception followed the formal private 
‘The Great Barrier’ opening 





Spartanburg, S. C. 
Carolina here has installed ear- 


|phones on seats for deaf and near- | 
deaf. 


Repairs to fire-damaged Strand at | 


| 
|Concord begun. 





Atlanta. 

L. R. Stein, owner of Sylvia, Syl- | 
vester, Ga., one of chain, is planning 
another 700-seater in that burg. 
E. M. Scott, assistant to Mgr. Tom | 
Read, of Lucas & Jenkins’ Para- | 
mount theatre, has departed for Co- | 


(Concinued on page 46) | 


‘CAP LUXER HAS 


GALA PREMIERE 


Washington, March 16. 
Tvans-Lux, Cap’s first newsreel 
night (12) 
under auspices of Newspaper Wom- 


!en’s Club and kept S.R.O. sign up 


throughout weekend. Official open- 
int featured lighting of theater by 
Vice President Garner and knocked 
society pages for loop with shots of 
blue book guests. Press preview 
nivht before made hash of drama 
pages and spilled onto news sections 
through attendance of crix, civic 
officials and film execs, local and 
imported. 

House, which is figured to drag in 


| plenty steady patronage from politi- 


cal and governmental customers who 


like to see themselves on screen, is 


| managed by Roland Robbins, for 15 
| years boss of local Keith's in vaude 


eva. Programs, which run 80 min- 
utes, will be chiefly news, drawn 
from all five companies, with shorts 
in for variety. Pathe will 
out at least one strictly local 
Six-hun- 
dred-seater charging straight 25c. 

Two-story building, when com- 
pleted, will house local NBC studios 
on upper floor. Shift from National 
Press Building skedded by NBC 
about July 1. 

At least half the tons of type ac- 
corded theatre’s debut is attributed 
to fact that five Cap crix were 
a-twitter for a week over being 
filmed by Pathe making spiels about 
event, pix being shown at premiere. 
Opening guest list, which was wined 
and dined at Willard Hotel, in- 
cluded Percy N. Ferber, Maj. Leslie 
R. Thompson, M. H. Aylesworth, and 
D. C. Commissioner Melvin Hazen. 
House uses rear projection. 


tossed 


turn 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Dixie Dunbar had pact extended 
at 20th-Fox. 

Metro hoisted option on Dalton 
scripting pact. Phillip 
Rapp received writer's covenant. 

Guy Kibbee signed termer at Me- 
tro. 

Elizabeth Patterson received third 
year’s option lift on Paramount con- 
tract. 

Paramount 
Quinn, actor. 

Lansing C. Holden, Selznick-Inter- 
national color designer, re-termed. 

Robert Andrews goes to 20th-Fox 
on writing writ. 

Metro tagged Dick Winslow fol- 
lowing his work in short subjects. 

Mervyn Le Roy tied Allyn Joslyn, 
Collette Lyons and Lana Turner. 

RKO picked up its option on Diana 
Gibson. 

Jack Dawn, Metro makeup chief. 
signed new termer. Studio also 
picked up option on Betty Furness. 
Shepperd Struxwick also received an 
acting termer. 

RKO picked up options on Victor 
Moore, Patricia Wilder and Maxine 
Jennings. 

Rufe Davis, New York hillbilly, 
received a termer at Paramount. 


contracted Anthony 


Studio also lifted options on Ray 
Milland, Mary Carlisle, Priscilla 
Moran, players; Claude _ Binyon, 
writer, and Le xoy Prinz, dance 
director, 

Gustav Wally. young Swedish 


actor, termed at Paramount. 
Richard Rosson given term direc- 
torial contract at RKO. 
Robert Kent had his option picked 
up at 20th-Fox. 





‘Girl Trouble’ Title Suit 

Title ‘Girl Trouble’ is anybody's 
property, according to answer filed 
in N. Y. federal court Saturday (13) 
by Warner Bros., in suit brought by 
Mrs. Mary Louise Esmond McFad- 
den, who alleges plagiarism of title. 

Mrs. McFadden filed suit for 
$15,000, claiming defendants had 
used title which she claimed to have 
originated for story. Besides claim- 
ing title was public property, de- 
fendants ask that case be dismissed 
on ground Mrs. McFadden failed to 
file suit within legal time. 





Einfeld Resting on Coast 
Hollywood, March 16. 


S. Charles Einfeld and wife have 
arrived via the canal. 

Here on vacash, Einfeld is expected 
to confab on Warner sales with 
Gradwell Sears—probably on the 
“olf course. 
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Buffalo Theatre, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Biggest opening in 1937. Best three 
days’ business of the year. 


Main Street Theatre, Kansas City, Mo. 
Outstanding business. Week's 
business in four days. 


Strand Theatre, Scranton, Pa. 
Week's business in three days. 


Capitol Theatre, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
Week's business in four days. 


Capitol Theatre, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Opened big and building bigger. 
Second biggest opening of year. 
Week's business in three days, 


Sheridan Theatre, Miami Beach, Fla. 
Breaks all attendance records. and 
money records for house in four 
days. 









BREN en 
ce ar BB Sat se 
a Reo nate nS 

i we 728 AQ af ps ta Vig 
ae ee 





esent® 


7 “L omMB 












APs My f be | 
. ae’ So hips ite ge 
rie po at YL, fd erie ye. 
PERL GIS J NaS et Sad ll 


Wednesday, March 17, 1937 














swings into record grosses. 


Right in the middle of the toughest season in show 
business... Lent. Paramount's “Swing High, Swing Low” 


Palace, Dallas, Texas 


Biggest opening and biggest two 
days’ business of the year. 


Hollywood Theatre, Fort Worth,Texas 
Biggest opening of the year. 


Majestic Theatre, Houston, Texas 


Biggest opening of year. Week's 
business in four days. 


Maico Theatre, Memphis, Tenn. 
Smash business. Biggest opening 
business of year. Week's business 
in three days. 


Michigan Theatre, Detroit, Mich. 
Opened big and building bigger 
despite adverse local conditions. 


Metropolitan Theatre, Boston, Mass. 
40% over average week’s business. 


...So get aboard, boys, and go to town! 
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2% N.Y.C. SALES TAX OK’D 





Daily Calls Okla. Legislators 
Pass Moochers; Starts Local Riot IN THE MW 


Oklahoma City, March 16. 

Carl Victor Little, news editor 
and dramatic critic of Oklahoma 
City News; T. B. Noble, Jr., oper- 
ator of State theatre, new 1,000-seat 
house, and Jack Allen, press agent 
for theatre, were all threatened 
with jail by the state legislature on 
Monday (15), for a story in the 
News in which the legislators were 
called ‘moochers’ and which told 
of giant, 8 by 10 comic cardboard 
passes issued by the State cinema to 
the solons. Sheet reproduced life- 
size copies of the Oakleys. House 


abandoned all other business to 
open a probe into source of the 
yarn. 


Story quoted Noble, who opened 
his house last week, as ordering the 
printer to make the passes ‘as wide 
as a legislator’s blackjack and as 
long as a senater’s gut.” He was 
also quoted as calling the law- 
makers ‘moochers.’ After the story 
broke on page one of the News, 
Noble held over the new Grace 
Moore film, ‘When You're in Love,’ 
in which she sings ‘Minnie the 
Moocher,’ for a second week. 


At hearing March 15, Noble de- 
nied all such quotes from the wit- 
ness stand. Little admitted author- 
izing them and testified that Jack 
Allen, Noble’s p.a., had told him to 
‘shoot the works.’ After Allen had 
left the committee room, Rep. J. C. 
Nance, of investigating committee, 
announced Allen had been arrested 
on second degree forgery complaint 
and would be taken to Tulsa. 


Principal fire was turned on 
Little, whose paper has been riding 
the legislature heavily on tax ques- 
tions. When threatened with 30 to 
60 days in the gaol, Little cracked 
that he ‘could use a rest.’ Noble 
was let off when he said he meant 
no offense when gag was pulled. 


Legislative oath is supposed to 
prevent members from accepting 
any kind of passes, but theatres 
have always had to issue them at 
every session. Alleged that legisla- 
ture uses the Sunday anti-film law 
as a club. However, newspaper 
took the brunt of tirade, not the 
theatre, when the situation was dis- 
closed. 





Ill.’s Amus, Bills 
Chicago, March 16. 


Several bills are pending in the 
Illinois legislature affecting the thea- 
tres. One which particularly has the 
exhibitors het up calls for a state 
admission tax of 2%, in addition to 
the federal tap. 


Another bill seeks state film 
censorship despite the fact that a 
great many cities in Illinois already 
have municipal film censorship. State 
censorship would pass on pictures at 
a license fee of $3 per reel, which is 
the same as the Chicago license on 
censorship. State censorship would 
not supersede the various municipal 
film-viewing bodies according to the 
present bill. 


Similar idea is behind a movement 
for a state registration of motion 
picture machine operators. Chicago 
and other cities have had municipal 
licensing of operators for a number 
of years, and this state bill also 
doesn’t necessarily mean that the 
Illinois registration would do away 
with the various municipal licenses 
on operators. 





Scalper Bill Nixed 
Washington, March 16. 

Ticket scalper control legislation 
was knifed last week by Board of 
Commissioners of District of Colum- 
bia. Rulers of National Capital sent 
Congress adverse recommendation 
on bill offered by Representative 
John M. Coffee of Washington which 
would limit service charges on the- 


atre, opera, or other amusement 
ducats, 


Measure, due for sidetracking in 
House D. C. Committee, would im- 
Pose fine from $100 to $500 or im- 
Prisonment from 10 to 30 days on 
any person peddling entrance paper 
for more than 5% of established 
rice, 


\. 


— 
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‘PUTS 450 EXE 


ie | 
N. Y. STAGEHANDS’ BOOST | 





15% Tilt Over Three Years Period in 
N. Y. and Brooklyn 

After numerous conferences be- 
tween Greater New York theatre 
operators and the stagehands’ unions 
of New York and Brooklyn, a basis 
for returning cuts taken by the 
backstage workers in poorer times 
has been proposed for the secondary 





houses and possibly within a week 
will be proportionately figured for 
de luxers. 

The theatre operators have agreed 
to increase stagehands 15% 
three-year period in the houses un- 
der the de luxe class, giving the 
hands a 5% jump now, a 242% boost 
next Sept. 1 and a 742% increase 
Labor Day, 1938. This proposition 
has been referred to the body of 
the stagehand locals which are ex- 
pected to vote acceptance. 

De luxe increase of 1742% over 
the same period and granted pro- 
portionately is under consideration, 
but pending meetings following re- 


| 


over a| 





turn of W. G. Van Schmus from 
the Coast over the weekend, has not 
been officially forwarded to the 
stagehands in either New York or 
Brooklyn. 


NEW TAX TAP ON 
FILMS, N. Y. IDEA 


Albany, March 16. 

A tax bill, which at first glance 
appears innocuous, but which will 
take a healthy sock at motion pic- 
ture producers, has been introduced 
in the Legislature by Assembly- 
man B. J. Moran of New York. 

Titled ‘an act to amend the tax 
law,’ it provides for a levy of ‘one 
mill a foot on every original motion 
picture film, or copy thereof,’ which 
means $7 or $8 on a feature picture 
and $1 or more on shorts, news 
reels, etc. 

Besides there is a $1 fee for a 
required certificate showing that 
the tax has been paid. 

The bill further provides that the 
tax and fee must be paid before the 











film is presented to the motion pic- 
ture division of the Department of | 
Education for approval. The act, if | 
passed, will become effective July | 
1, 1937. 

The bill has had one reading and | 
has been referred to the Assembly 
Committee on Taxation and Re- 
trenchment. 


3 U’s for Roxy 


Three Universal features are be- 
ing set to follow each other suc- 
cessively into the Roxy theatre, N. 
Y. First will be ‘Breezing Home,’ 
with Binnie Barnes and Wendy Bar- 
rie, opening March 19. This will be 
followed by ‘Top of the Town,’ U's 
ace musical for the current season. 

Probably two weeks later, ‘When 
Love Is Young’ or another Uni- 
versal release will go in. It also 
is a musical with Virginia Bruce 
and Kent Taylor. 


$5,000 Theatre Blaze 
Monroe, Mich., March 16. 

Approximately $5,000 damage was 
done to the Majestic theatre here 
by a fire which broke out on the 
stage following the afternoon per- 
formance. Origin of the blaze has 
not been determined. No one was 
injured. 














Atlanta, March 16. 

Ritz in Clarkdale, Ga., mill town, 
not far from there, went up in 
smoke Thursday (11) night. Blaze 
started in projection room. Audi- 
ence kept its collective heads, de- 
spite some panicky shouts of fire, 
and filed out in orderly manner. 
None was hurt. 

L. G. Hopgood, owner, said loss 





was partially covered by insurance. 








'Court of Appeals Decides 


Distribs Must Pay the 2% 
City Sales Tax — That 
Means Distribs Will Pass 
It On to Theatres—If La- 
ter Tilt Scales, the Gov’t 
Gets It Back Anyway, and 
Fans Squawk Regardless 


FURTHER APPEAL 





Circuit Court of Appeals of N. Y. 
yesterday (Tuesday) affirmed de- 
cision of the Appellate Division in 
the N. Y. City sales tax test case 
which United Artists pressed against 
Frank J. Taylor, city cornptroller. 
Verdict upholds lower court opinion 
which supported city’s claim that 
rental transaction of films was tan- 
gible and therefore taxable. Al- 
though case involves only $21,188.92, 
paid by UA, it represents a total 
collectable tax from N. Y. distribu- 
tors of over $2,000,000. O’Brien, Dris- 
coll & Raftery, attorneys for UA, 
will now move to try the case for a 


third .time in the U. S. supreme 
court, 
By agrement with other film 


companies it was decided UA would 
play the guinea pig in the test case. 
It first went to court on June 6, 
1936, after hearings before the comp- 
troller availed nothing up to Feb. 4, 
1936. Current Court of Appeals test 
was argued Jan. 20, with decision 
handed down yesterday (16). 

City also seeks to levy the tax on 
sales made by N. Y. exchanges to 
theatres not within city confines. 
Thus, sales to Long Island, New 
Jersey and upper portions of the 
state would be hit. However, in 
handing down its decision, Appel- 
late Division in first suit added opin- 
ion that such a procedure was not 
valid, but supported the city’s claim 
against theatres here. Petitioners 
held it violated interstate law of 
Constitution in taxing film, in- 
terpreted as intangible. 

Decision as it stands is set to cost 
distributors about $2,000,000 in back 
taxes dating to Dec. 28, 1934, when 
the N. Y. City 2% sales tax became 
effective. Figured that Loew will be 
hit the hardest, with an assessment 
of half the total amount because of 
the large number of neighborhood 
houses it controls in N. Y. Remain- 
der will be split among other com- 
panies. City auditors have been 
going over the books of various film 
companies to determine the amount 
due from each. 

Reason for collecting through the 
distributor is answerable in the sim- 
plification of the task confronting the 
city. Authorities do not want to go 
to the expense and trouble of con- 
tacting approximately 450 theatres 
in the N. Y. area. Job of collecting 
through about eight distributors is a 
cinch by comparison. 

Situation leaves the exhib in the 
middle. Distribs may raise prices to 
meet the tax. If they in turn raise 
prices to meet the upped rental fee, 
the Federal government takes three- 
fifths of increase in added taxes. 
Added to this is the resentment sure 
to be evidenced by patrons, when 
and if admissions are raised. 

Distribs see their arms full of law 
suits if the final appeal to the U. S. 
supreme court fails to win a favor- 
able decision. Efforts to collect back 
taxes from theatres will undoubtedly 
be forced into the courts in many 
cases and involve great expense and 
ill will all around. 





Ark.’s 15% Banko Tap 


Pine Bluff, March 16. 

Hereafter bank night will be per- 
mitted to operate without interfer- 
ence of the law in Arkansas as a 
bill has just been passed by the 
Arkansas legislature to tax the 
awards 15%. Tax is to go to the 
welfare fund. 


OLE 





| 
| SETTING GN INS. A. 


| Porto Rico and Cuba OK—Crowdin 
| Extending Further South 
Two-year deals, on a basis of one 


| 
year 


12 months, 


and options for an additional 


have been made by 

Grand National to cover release of 
| this company’s product in Puerto 
| Rico and Cuba. A total of 32 fea- 
|} tures are concerned in the deal, this 
being the program of GN for its first 
season (1936-37). The same 
would figure under 
options. 

Deal for Cuba is with R. Naylor, 
who handles the Universal for that 
island, and with Ramos Cobian for 
Puerto Rico. Cobian, who heads the 
United Theatres, Inc,, has a virtual 
monopoly on pictures in Puerto Rico. 

Alfred Crowdin, formerly with 
Metro and Columbia, who recently 
joined GN, closed both deals, flying 
from New York to both Puerto Rico 
and Cuba. In New York now, he is 
sailing Saturday (20) for Rio de 
Janeiro to negotiate for the distribu- 
tion of GN in Brazil, later going to 
Peru and Central America for the 
same purpose. 


number 
exercise of the 


F-WC PIX BUY 
SWINGS EAST 


Los Angeles, March 16. 


Heading eastward after completing 
the Skouras-Fox West Coast buy of 
20th-Fox product for 1937-38, Spyros 
Skouras and his retinue of New 
York execs will set the scenes for 
other major buys, to be worked out 
on that end. 


Metro and Paramount product 
buys will not be necessary this sea- 
son, former having been pacted last 
summer to a three-year deal, while 
the Paramount arrangement covers 
two years. 

Buys to be negotiated in New 
York during next couple of months 
will include Warners, Columbia and 
United Artists, with spot booking 
buys of other producers also being 
discussed and probably closed. 

John D. Clark, general sales man- 
ager for 20th-Fox, came here 10 
days ago to sit in on the F-WC pow- 
wow. Also representing the dis- 
tributing organization were Dan 
Michaluve, personal rep to S. R. 
Kent; Herman Wobber, western rep- 
resentative, and John Dillon, com- 
pany’s branch manager here. 

Going east with Spyros Skouras 
are Atty. W. T. Powers, Ed Zabel, 
Milton Hossfeldt and others who 
came out for the product huddle. 


Now Hockey Chills the B.0. 


Regina, Sask., March 16. 

Theatres in western Canada are 
finding the competition from the 
many hockey play-offs to be tough 
competition, and theatre attendances 
drop off alarmingly from the time 
tickets go on sale for the big skat- 
ing carnivals, according to Regina 
showmen. 

When ice hockey in the United 
States reaches maturity, showmen 
say, conditions will be as tough for 
them. 

















WB’s RCA Sound 


RCA Photophone announces today 
(Wed.) through Edwin M. Hartley, 
head of the corporation, that sound 
equipment in Warner Bros. circuit 
is to be replaced by RCA sound re- 
producing systems. 

About 80 theatres already have 
been equipped with the new sound 
and more than 300 additional instal- 
lations will be made by the end of 





1937, according to Hartley. 














AS ‘Another Theatre Divorcement Bill 
In Ohio; Newsreels to Get a Break 


Wave of legislation directed at 


major distribution companies which 
would force them to abandon their 
theatre affiliations in certain states 


reached a peak this week as hear- 
ings opened at Columbus, O., on the 
proposed distributor divorcement 
bill. While the number of state leg- 
islative bodies in the northwest now 
listening to or having approved simi- 
lar drastic proposals has been viewed 
with alarm, the large population in 
Ohio and number of key operations 
in the state rate the latest Ohio 
freak bit of law drafting as the most 
threatening to the equilibrium of the 
industry. 

The Ohio proposal, patterned after 
the measure which has passed both 
houses of the North Dakota state 
legislature, would kick such circuits 
as Loew, RKO and Paramount out 
of the big metropolitan centers of 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Toledo, Co- 
lumbus, Dayton, and Akron, It is 
not unlike the bill that passed in the 
Indiana house, but which did not 
come up in the senate. 

Understanding in New 
that the North Dakota measure, 
which would divorce distributors 
from theatre operations in that state, 
has been termed unconstitutional by 
the N. D. attorney-general. W. A, 
Steffes and S. D. Kane, representing 
‘Allied States, hope for success of 
similar proposals in Minnesota, 
Michigan and Illinois. However, J, 
D. Clinton, former head of North- 
west Allied, apparently is having 
nothing to do with the move in 
Minnesota to oust producer-distrib- 
utor companies from operating the- 
atres. 


York is 


Counsel for major interests feel 
that the divorcement measures are 
unconstitutional and will be kicked 
out when passed on by courts of law. 
However, they are not so optimistic 
about the outcome of voting by the 


Ohio state legislators, who often 
have listened to the tales of woe 
offered by independent exhibitors, 


If major companies are barred from 
operating theatres, they realize that 
it would put a big crimp in business 
for a major portion of the circuit 
set-up. 

In contrast to this unfavorable 
measure, the Ohio solons will start 
consideration today (Wednesday) on 
a bill which would exempt news- 
reels from censorship. The reels 
were not censored until a few years 
ago when an old statute was invoked 
to bring them under surveillance of 
censors, 


5. &M. May Bow Out 1007 
As Chi Theatre Owners 


Chicago, March 16. 

Complete withdrawal of Jack Mil- 
ler, former chief of the Exhibitors 
Association (local branch of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America) from show business is in- 
dicated in the negotiations now 
under way for the purchase of the 
(Simon) Simansky & Miller circuit 
of theatres by several local oper- 
ators, 

Among the main negotiators for 
the four houses owned and operated 
by Simansky & Miller are Balaban 
& Katz and Essaness, with the pur- 
chase price varying from reported 
$300,000 down to $150,000. Miller 
has recently devoted the bulk of his 
attention to his trucking business, 
which has grown into a large enter- 
prise, handling a huge slice of the 
transportation of Packard automo- 
biles. 











CONDOR’S SALES REPS 


Martin Barrett and Edward Wha- 
ley have joined Condor Pictures as 
special sales representatives, under 
Frank M. Snell, v. p. in charge of 
eastern operations of the company. 
Appointments were made by Snell. 

Barrett will operate in the east 
and middle west and have super- 
vision of some of the Canadian side, 
Whaley goes south. 
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THE KING 


and the 


HORUS GIRL 


Starring the Idol of the Continent—{1937’s Most 
Promising Addition to the American Screen”* 


FERNAND GRAVET 


with 


JOAN BLONDELL 


EDWARD EVERETT HORTON 
Aian Mowbray * Mary Nash « Jane Wyman * Kenny Baker 
Luis Alberni * Story by Groucho Marx and Norman Krasna 
Songs by Werner R. Heymann and Ted Koehler 


A MERVYN LEROY PRODUCTION 












Praised to the Skies by Every On Billboards 


Paper in the Industry—— 
Advertised to the Skies by 


WARNER BROS. 































| In The Papers — 
In 1200 cities, providing With a coast-to-coast day- 
thirty solid days of the and-date drive that tops 


biggest 24-sheet cover- Warners’ most wide-spread 
age known to the industry! space schedules of the past! 


In Magazines 
With full-page announce- 
ments timed for a tie-in 
with this greatest all-angle 
promotion ever offered! 





% Los Angeles Examiner 
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Spain In Flames’ Ban in Ohio Starts 
Anti-Move to Disband Censor Board 


Cleveland, March 16, 

Banning of ‘Spain in Flames’ in 
Ohio by state censors after a public 
hearing on it that was demanded by 
local Spanish loyalist sympathizers, 
antagonized them so much that a 
campaign is on to abolish the Ohio 
board of censors. 

Fight is being started by the Cleve- 
land branch of the American Civil 
Liberties. Union. George Palda, 
chairman of the group, and an at- 
torney, first considered going to court 
to battle the censors’ final ruling, 
which union considers ‘absurd.’ A 
number of its members anc other 
civic organizations that favor free- 
dom of the screen attended hearing, 
but arguments didn’t stop ban laid 
down by board and E. L. Bowsher, 
state director of education. 

ACLU as a result is introducing 
legislation at next session aiming to 
dissolve the present film censor board. 
Charges are that it is too biased, un- 
fair and swayed by political motives 
in several recent cases. 

Bar on ‘Spain in Flames’ is latest 
to directly hit Penn Square, local 
foreign pix house, owned by Al 
Schulman, who had it booked for 
this month. Nearly every Russian- 
Amkino film penciled in here has 


had bitter censor trouble, which 
caused postponements or cancella- 
tions. 


Ohio board also refused to sanc- 
tion ‘Greater Promise’; labeled ‘harm- 
ful’ in curt decision by blue-noses. 
‘Revolutionist,’ another Russ film set 
by Pen. Square for this week, was 
held up until day before scheduled 
opening. Afraid it would be banned, 
too, Schulman hurriedly lined up 
‘Peasants’ and ‘Three Women’ as a 
double-bill substitution, but censors 
gave it an okay at last minute. Re- 
sults are playing havoc with book- 
ings. 


Pennsy Suppresses 


Philadelphia, March 16. 

The State Board of Censors con- 
fiscated a Spanish war pic and ar- 
rested two persons for showing it 
Saturday night. The six-reeler was 
being screened at the New theatre, 
tiny subscription house. Three hun- 
dred persons were waiting to see 
the film, titled ‘ A Madrid Docu- 
ment,’ when John C, Care, agent for 
the ceysors, entered with a constable. 
Care viewed the film the previous 
night by invitation and decided it 
should not be run again. 

Morris Moll, 25, operator,’ and 
Sylvia Powell, 25, secretary of the 
New theatre, were arrested. They 
were charged with violating the cen- 
sorship laws. Members of the the- 
atre said the pic was nothing more 
than a newsreel, 

The action was the second ban on 
a Spanish film in less than a month. 
On Feb. 19, after a special screening 
for his benefit, Governor George H. 
Earle forbid the showing in this state 
of ‘Spain in Flames.’ He said the 
film was ‘pure Communistic propa- 
ganda, dressed up as a plea for de- 
mocracy.’ 


MELROSE, CHI, 1ST A. J. 
BALABAN CHAIN HOUSE 


Chicago, March 16. 

First theatre to fly the banner of 
A. J. Balaban on his return to thea- 
tre operation is slated to be the Mel- 
rose here, in the Melrose Park 
Suburb. Negotiations for the tak- 
ing over of the house were com- 
pleted last week by Sam Meyers, lo- 
cal exhibitor, brother-in-law of Bala- 
ban, and due to be his partner in the 
new Balaban indie circuit setup. 

House was taken over from Roy 
Alexander at a price reported at 
$40,000. However, understood final 
Signaturing of the papers will be 
held up until Balaban returns from 
Europe. 

Meyers is scouting the Chicago and 
Detroit territory thoroughly at this 
time to dig up other available situa- 
tions, and is also concentrating on 
it. Louis which was originally con- 
Sidered as the particular location for 


the new Balaban-Meyers indie ci 
cuit. n-Meyers indie cir- 








Hollywood, March 16. 
Butterworth has signed to 
at Paramount. 

Standing by for an assign- 


Charles 

a termer 
e's 
ment, 
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Philly Clerical Frown 
On ‘Cloistered’ Picture 


Although ‘Cloistered’ is under- 
stood to have been filmed with sanc- 
tion of the Pope and the Catholic 
Church, showing of the French pic 





of convent life is still nixed in 
Philadelphia by Dennis Cardinal 
Dougherty. It is currently playing 


two-week engagement at the Erlan- 
ger there. 

Not only did the cardinal refuse 
to make an exception to the church 
blanket pix ban in the case of the 
film, but the Philadelphia Catholic 
Standard and Times refused ads on 
it, returning check for $400. Paper 
cannot accept ads without the cardi- 
nal’s okay. Dougherty feels convents 
should remain ‘cloistered.’ 


Neither the U. S. distrib. nor the 
Erlanger have made any attempt to 
exploit the ban to hypo b.o. And 
no Philly papers have mentioned 
the incident as yet. 


BALTO'S BINGO 
TEST LAWSUIT 


Baltimore, March 16. 

This town, which has been rela- 
tively free of double-featuring, bank 
nights, bingo and other premium 
gimmicks in connection with regular 
film fare, witnessed its first at- 
tempt at a bingo tie-up this week 
with immediate action on the part 
of the law. 


Effort to promote a bingo game 
along with its regular shows on 
Monday and Thursday nights was 
made by the Royal, colored combo 
house in the heart of the local Har- 
lem district. Owned by Sam Stiefel, 
chain operator from Philadelphia, 
house has been playing pix and 
darktown vaude, with patronage ex- 
clusively colored except for midnite 
show, Sunday, aimed at attracting 
ofay following. Cops grabbed and 
grand jury indicted Joe Kane, house 
manager, in violation of lottery and 
gaming laws and trial is scheduled 
for Thursday before Judge Eugene 
O’Dunne, who has been conducting a 
vigorous campaign of late against 
illegal bookmaking, number writing 
and gambling in general. 


House is prepared to go the limit 
in fighting case, engaging Attorney 
Barr of New York, who has a record 
of beating 58 similar cases of like 
nature, in addition to local legal 
talent. Peculiar angle of set-up is 
the apparent okay of similar type of 
game conducted by churches, fra- 
ternal groups and war veteran or- 
ganizations which police maintain is 
for charity and therefore o.k. No 
money prizes given by theatre, win- 
ners receiving merchandise, and 
policy seemed to be attracting cus- 
tomers up to time of pinch. 











N. Y¥. Ban Sticks 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 16. 

Schenectady theatre managers 
sighed with relief when Charles A. 
Harrell, new city manager, informed 
a committee representing several 
local lodges that the ban on bingo, 
ordered several weeks ago by Police 
Chief William H. Funston, would not 
be removed. Harrell told the com- 
mittee it would be impossible for the 
authorities to sanction bingo, held to 
be in violation of state lottery legis- 
lation. 

For more than a year bingo had 
been a sizeable source of income for 
a large number of fraternal organi- 
zations and several churches. The- 
atre attendance suffered, due to the 
fact some of the bingo games were 
drawing as high as 600 or 700 per- 
sons. First break for local show- 
nen came when Bishop Edmund- F. 
Gibbons of the Albany Catholic 
Diocese banned the game under 
*hurch auspices after January 1, 





Kay Francis No Garbo 


Vienna, March 5. 
Kay Francis was here for a day. 


She was immediately recognized 
by the public in front of the Bristol 
hotel. So blew pronto for Buda- 
pest. 





Stork Over L. A. 





Los Angeles, March 16, 

During the four years he has 
regularly attended the Wiltern 
(nabe) theatre here, Dr. Elmer 
G. Harris, baby specialist, has 
been called from the house 426 
times to attend a patient. 

He claims he has never sat 
through a complete picture. 











Banko Palming 


Swindle Worked 
In Buffalo Also 


Buffalo, March 16. 

Grand jury indictments were 
sought this week against six persons 
charged with grand larceny in con- 
nection with alleged bank night 
swindles. George Rosing, manager 
of the Roosevelt, and Harry Gold- 
smith, manager of the Granada, tes- 
tified that the suspects were in a 
conspiracy by which a ‘fixed’ num- 
ber was drawn by ordinary palming. 
The accused, who are said to have 
netted upwards of $5,000 by the 
sleight-of-hand jobs, are Joseph Bill- 
okowski, reported ‘brains’ of the 
racket, Mary Wiesniewski, Bert Gib- 
bons, Florence Gethein, George 
Houston and Charles T. Pierce. 

Last November, Rosing discovered 
a counterfeit number handed him by 
a woman judge at the drawing. 
While handing it to him the woman 
sneezed, dropped the ticket and as 
she picked it up exchanged it for 
the one drawn from the box. Next 
day Rosing went to the bank with 
the winner who was nabbed by the 
police as he took the money. Two 
other members of the gang who 
were waiting outside were also 
picked up but prosecution of the 
swindlers was abandoned by the Shea 
(Roosevelt) management on account 
of legal obstacles to convict, the the- 
atre never having actually paid any 
money to the accused. 

One of the suspects told how he 
became a member of the ring 
summer. He admitted victimizing a 
number of Shea neighborhood houses 
and also the Riverside and Granada 
(Schine) as well as other nabes. A 
Niagara Falls printer made 
counterfeit stubs. 

The exact method employed by 
the swindlers was for a member of 
the gang to register in the theatre 
bank night book after which he and 
the confederate would attend on 
bank night. One of the confederates 
would sit down front and be the 
first volunteer when the manager 
asked for judges at the drawing. 
Counterfeit stubs would be con- 
cealed in his hand or up his sleeve, 
the number thereon correspondent 
with the registered number of the 
original registrant. The phony judge 
would substitute the counterfeit for 
the legitimate stub and hand it over 
to the manager after which the 
holder of the corresponding number 
would come to the stage, identify 
himself and the next day go and col- 
lect the money at the bank. 

As result of adverse publicity re- 
ceived during the past two weeks, 
‘bank nights’ are now under investi- 
gation by the local police after the 
arrest of several persons on larceny 
and gambling charges. Councilman 
Roth has introduced into the City 
Council an ordinance banning the 
scheme in Buffalo. 

The Councilman stated that he had 
received complaints from business- 
men and church organizations and 
that numerous theatre owners and 
operators had indicated to him their 
support of his resolution which will 
prohibit theatres from continuing 
bank nights. 





Good Friday Shutdown 
Limited Just to Philly 


Philadelphia, March 16. 

Attempt is being made here by 
Citizens’ Good Friday Observance 
Committee to have all picture the- 
atres close from 12 noon until 3 
p. m., on Good Friday (26). Cer- 
tain neighborhood houses’ have 
promised cooperation but difficulty 
has been encountered in persuading 
downtown spots to shutter. 








Efforts to have film houses close 
for three hours on Good Friday this 
| year is a localized effort, confined 


almost exclusively to Philadelphia, | 
it was stated in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tues.). No other instances. re- 
| ported. 


last | 


the | 


| deadline 





Standee Restrictions 


In Chi to Be Eased 


Chicago, March 16. 


Exhibitors here met with Health 
Commissioner Herman  Bundesen 
last week to see if some _ plan 
whereby the present ruling which 
restricts standees to sidewalk wait- 
ing could not be modified. Ruling 
was put into effect last December 
during the flu epidemic, and, since 
that time, lobbies have had to be 
kept cleared, with everybody wait- 
ing for seats on the sidewalk, and 
even the lobby chairs and divans 
roped off. 


Only alternative offered by Bunde- 
sen was that the exhibitors might 
line ‘em up inside providing not 
more than two-thirds of lobby was 
filled, that not more than two 
abreast be allowed, and that four 
feet of space be kept between rows. 
Everything is on a friendly basis, 
with Bundesen wanting to cooperate 
with the exhibitors, and the ex- 
hibitors wanting to cooperate with 
the health department, but feeling 
the reason for the enforcement of 
the ordinance is now dated, and that 
something should be done. 

Among those who met with Bun- 
desen were John Balaban, Aaron 
Saperstein, Morris Leonard, Edward 
Silverman and James Coston, 


BKLYN’S BINGO 
DEATH ONB. 0. 





Non-theatrical competition seems 
to be one of the unrealized reasons 
, for the dropping of money gambles 

in picture theatres. Very little has 
| been said of this phase of the sit- 
uation, "yet in many localities the 
adoption of the idea by churches and 
organizations has brought about a 
marked decrease in the interest of 
the theatre-goers in the theatre con- 
ducted hazards. The theatre prizes 
are greater, but there is only one, 
and the drawing is only an inter- 
lude between film slices. Those who 
prefer gambling to picture viewing 





are now finding the various bingo 
parties more interesting than the 
current crop of pictures and are 


diverting their patronage and their 
amusement allotment to the non- 
theatrical parties, 

Most of these are handled by some 
crew which regularly books a series 
of bingo games into a church audi- 
torium. Frequently there can be 
found more than one. In the Kings 
Highway sector of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
around the Brighton subway sta- 
tion, there are two sets of game go- 
ing; one at the Jewish Community 
Center and the other conducted by 
an Episcopal church. Each stages a 
weekly event. Admission is 40c., 
with the ticket buyers given a 
chance of from 30 to 40 drawings 
without additional charge. There is 
a reasonably attractive prize for each 
spin. 

The blowoff is a series of ‘special’ 
drawings, for more elaborate prizes, 
tickets for which are sold for from 
10 to 25c. according to the value of 
the prize. 

This gives the hardened players 
more opportunities and so well have 
they responded that bingo nights 
have killed off the theatre business 
on those evenings, in that neighbor- 
hood. 


MINN. BELT SEES MILD 
UPTREND IN DUALERS 





> 
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| 


| 
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Minneapolis, March 16. 
Double features are starting to} 
make some progress here and in thi 
territory. Busine finally is show- 
ing some pick-up at the two Publix 


loop dual-bill theatres, the State and 


Aston Exchanges report more and 
more houses are beginning to use 
| twin bills once or more a week. 

In Minneapolis, however, inde- 
pendent neighborhood houses. will 
not reconsider their decision to re- 
rain from double featuring, aceord- 
ng to S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied | 


executive secretary. March 15 i 


for reconsideration. 


the | 


23 St. Louis Indies Have Those Blues 
Due to F&M's Giveaways, Cut Rates 


4 


St. Louis, March 16. 
A price-cutting war and a policy 
no holds 
barred, is imminent here as result of 
meeting 23 
greater St. Louis 


of everybody for himself, 


of indie exhibitors in 


| 


last week at which 


tactics of Fanchon & Marco and St. 
Louis Amusement Co., during past 
several weeks, were denounced as 
the breaking of a ‘gentlemen's agree- 
ment.’ Whether agreement will be 
scrapped is dependent on report of 


committee composed of Fred Wehren- 
berg, pre MPTOA of Eastern 
Missouri and Southern Illinois, 
Louis K Ansell and Fred and 
Clarence Kaimann which was ap- 
pointed to wait on Harry C. Arthur, 
v.p. and gen. mgr. of F&M’s inter- 
ests here, upon his return from New 
York and voice their protests. 
Wehrenberg and Ansell are attend- 


ing the MPTOA convention § in 
Florida but hope to contact Arthur 
en route. At meeting held on film 
row vigorous protests were made 
against policies inaugurated at St. 
Louis and other F&M deluxers as 


well as nabe chain of St. Louis Amus, 
Co., now under 10-year management 


contract by F&M. At St. Louis thea- 
tre, comb. house, hamburger sand- 
wiches and soft drinks are distributed 
every Monday night during last 
show to customers who walk onto 
apron and dance; valuable prizes, 
such as electric refrigerators, ete. 
are also awarded holders of lucky 


numbered tickets. 


10c. Coupons 
Another policy at St. Louis theatre 
that has aroused ire of indies is that 
of printing a weekly coupon, good 
for an admission to matinees with a 


10c. ‘service charge,’ via a hookup 
with a weekly periodical issued by 
the Charles EF. Kurtzman Agency, 
Inc. to exploit F&M and St. Louis 
Amus. houses. 

Another St. Louis Amus. nabe 
shows two features and gives free 
chinaware as bait for patronage; still 
another features free mixing bowls 
to women in addition to double 
screen offering, and one has inaugu- 


rated stage shows on Sunday after- 
noons, 

One indie exhibitor asserted that 
last September agreement was 
reached whereby there would be no 
price slashing, bargain hours, give- 
aways, etc., and indies maintain they 
have lived up to pact. An indie ex- 
hibitor said he has been assured that 
F&M's policy, which has been ob- 
jected to, was a temporary measure 
to stimulate biz during its March 
‘March of Hits’ campaign. 

While F&M and St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Co. execs were notified of 
meeting none showed up and one 
indie said, “They must have known 
what was in the wind.’ Those who 
attended mecting are Louis K. and 
Joseph C. Ansell, Fred Wehrenberg, 
Clarence Kaimann, A. L. Matreci, 
Joseph Litvag, Maurie Davis, Louis 
C. Hehl, Lester Kiopp, J. B. Lueking, 
Al Rosecan, Frank Spiros, Fred 
Brinkmeyer, Max Sonowsky, C. E. 
Lillie, Thomas James, Charles Kalb- 
fell Herman Steinberg, Louis 
Landau, H. R. Johnson, Clarence 
Grotecke, Theodore Lending and 
John Lenaros. 


BANKO SENTENCES IN 
ST. PAUL DUE THURS. 


St. Paul, March 16. 
With two local exhibs to be sen- 
tenced Thursday (18) on charges of 
operating a bank night lottery, it 
looks like curtains for this ‘trade 
stimulant’ gimmick throughout Min- 
nesota. 


Defendants Abe Kaplan and Louis 


Rubenstein, proprietors of the nabe 

Jale, were convicted Friday (12) bee 
fore Judge Albert H. Enersen of 
Marshall (Minn.). who heard the 
case after an affidavit of prejudice 
had been filed against Judge Hugo 
O. Hanft Maximum penalty two 
years’ imprisonment and $1,000 fine 
or both. 

Two other local exhibs and Ch il 3 
U. Yaeger, president of Affiliated Ene 
terprises, which allegedly controls 
bank night operations throughout the 
middie west, are yet to be tried. 

Colorado authorities refuse Yaeger 
extradiiion, attorney here contend. 
ing affiliated enterprise loes not 
operate in Minnesota and ha no 


Minnesota agent. 
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2 Epidemic of Theatre Stickups 


$1,150 Taken at Boyd’s, Philadelphia—Two 
Cleveland Nabes—Also on Coast 


1 Chi Film B’d New Prez 


Chicago, March 16. 
Film Board of Trade is due to 
meet next week to elect a new presi- 
dent 








Philadelphia, March 16. 

A dapper bandit shoved a pistol 
in the faces of the downtown Boyd’s 
manager and assistant as they were 
counting the day’s receipts in their 
office and_ escaped with the whole 
business, $1,150. The bandit ap- 
parently knew the habits of the the- 
atre employes. He entered the house 
in time to see the last show, sat 
through the entire pic until two 
minutes before the fadeout, then left 
his seat and went upstairs to the 
manager’s balcony office. 

He entered the office with gun 





following the withdrawal of 
Allen Usher of Paramount as head 
of the organization since his promo- 


tion to Par district manager. 


that the new prexy 
will be either Clyde Eckhardt (20th 
Centry-Fox) or Jack Osserman of 
drawn and his face masked. Waving | the local RKO exchange. Eckhardt 
the pistol, he forced Manager Morris | “@S president of the local organiza- 
K. Gable and Assistant Albert! '0" some seven years ago. 

Simpko into a corner. He scooped up 


Understood 


| Theatre, 





$77,165 on Acc’t to St. L.. 





St. Louis, March 16. 
Former State Court Judge James 
T. Blair and Former City Collector | 
Edmond Koeln, as Federal trustees | 
for the Theatre Realty Co., have re- | 
ceived checks aggregating $77.165 | 
from Milton C. Weisman, receiver of | 
Fox Theatre Corp., as part payment 
of claims against Fox concern for | 
back rentals on 5,000 seater on Grand | 
blvd. Checks represent 5% pay- 
ment. Eventually, it is understood, 
about 20% will be paid on 

against Fox Theatre Corp 
One of checks was given toe Fox- 
St. Louis Properties, Inc., 
tion formed by bondholde1 
atre Realty Co. to 
Humboldt 


claims 


a4 COrpora- 

of The- 
take over Fox 
building and 
other local holdings of Theatre 
Realty Co. ‘Other check for $35.- 
665.01 was deposited in local bank | 
by trustees pending further instruc- 
tions from court. Under terms of 
purchase of properties by Fox- 


—— re 





Metros ‘Better’ Shorts Campaign 


As Offsetter to Banko Kayo 


Metro, trying to get exhibs to re-| in May, but has now been set up to 
move ‘the depression stigmas,’ such | April 9, when ‘Servant of the Peo- 
as giveaways and games, from their 
theatres, will unleash a campaign on 
‘better’ shorts in April. The Metro 
thought is that exhibs can’t remove | 
gifts without giving customers some- | 
thing in return, and that in show 
biz the logical thing is to give ’em 
better shows. 

Studio 


ple,” two-reeler dealing with draft- 
ing and signing of the U. S. Consti- 
tution, is released. 

To attract attention, Metro is loos- 
|} ing the biggest campaign ever con- 
ducted in behalf of a short. Figured 


it will grip both the exhibs and the 


couldn’t openly espouse 





yublic, and, with latter displaying 
duals. Consequently only alterna- . . : : “a 
. unwonted interest, biz done by film 
tive was pressure on shorts. ' ! 
will impress exhibs, thus hyping the 
Opening salvo was to have come | ., 
hort cause 
7 Careful production was put on 
St. Louis Properties, Inc., the re-| this particular short to make good 
covery was one of the two claims|test of idea, and, if it clicks, the 


which Fox Theatres was to be| 
turned over to the new corporation 


budget on shorts production will be 
extremely elastic in future. 





the money they had been counting, 
piled it into his pockets, and warned . 
the victims to ‘stay put.’ 

He got downstairs just in time to 
mingle with the crowd leaving the 
house. The manager was 
the arrival of an armored car to take 
the money to the bank when the 
bandit entered. 

An hour later a policeman detailed 
to guard the money was suspended. 
He arrived after the holdup and 
stepped off a trolley car in front of 
the theatre right into the arms of his 
captain, who had come around to in- 
vestigate the robbery. 





Orurait . 
awalting 


veland 
Clev: a, March 16. 
Epidemic of siic:s-ups is hitting 
theatres here, with gunmen taking 
two nabe houses last week for a total | 
of $168, missing larger takes only; 
through ingenuity of employes. 


Mrs. Beatrice Taylor, cashier, and 
wife of Shaw-Hayden’s manager, 
Charles L. Taylor, was stuck up by 
armed boy, who took $80 from thea- 
tre’s till, but overlooked $70 more in 
wrappers. Franklin Anton, doorman, 
chased him a_ block until warned 
back by gun. Later Anton and a 
former private dick in car saw rob- 
ber, who again escaped by threaten- 
ing to shoot them. 

Homestead, another suburban thea- 
tre, was held up on previous night 
when a mugg shoved a gat into face 
of Hildegarde Schoeffel, cashier, cop- 
ping $88. Girl gave alarm by pre- 
arranged signal, throwing back cur- 
tains at rear of cage to catch eye 


Two in C 





ee 





of usher. Some hard-hit houses are 
installing burglar alarms in box 


offices. 





St. Louis, March 16. 

James Owens, 17, only four feet 
tall, has been identified by Bernice 
Hall, cashier at Salisbury, north St. 
Louis nabe, as the one who held her 
up in ticket booth Feb. 17 and 
escaped with $15. Owens, arrested 
with a companion last week, admit- 








ted Salisbury job, cops say, and 
also nine other stickups since Jan. 23. 
His total loot was $700. 





Two So. Calif. Stickups 


Hollywood, March 16. 
Theatre bandits knocked off $4,000 
in two state robberies March 15. 
Million Dollar theatre, Los An- 
geles, was nicked for $1,500 and a 
Fresno house looted for $2,500. 


MUSICIANS INTENSIFY ~ 
PICKETING IN N. Y. 


_ Officials of the New York musi- 
cians union deny that the local had 
become panicky over the failure of 
its theatre picketing campaign to get 
favorable response from the circuits. 
The campaign, if anything, is being 
intensified, it was said. Union last 
Friday (12) addressed a letter to 
RKO demanding a conference on the 
matter of musician employment. If 
negotiations fail, pickets will be as- 
Signed to all of the circuit's 28 thea- 
tres in Greater New York. 

Union is asking RKO to engage 
two pit orchestras in each borough. 
Local 862 officials contend that the 
Picketing has effectively served to 
keep their issue of unemployment 
before the public. 

Resolution to have every member 
of the local take part in the theatre 
Picketing instead of leaving it to the 
unemployed was voted down by the 
membership via referendum last 








week, 





An independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who 
said they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated 
they personally prefer a light smoke. 

Miss Keeler verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“It’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 





Ruby Keeler says: 


“Luckies are a light smoke that treat a 
tender throat right” 


“In a way, it’s easier to keep in con- 
dition as a dancer than as a singer. 
Exercise can keep the muscles in 
shape, but there ave a lot of things 
that can go wrong with the voice and 
throat. It stands to reason, then, that 
any actress wants a cigarette that is 
gentle and strikes the right note with 
her throat. I started smoking Luckies 
4 years ago. They’re a light smoke 
that treat a tender throat right.” 


Goby kitler 


LOVELY WARNER BROS, STAR 
NOW APPEARING IN 
“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 








Me 


THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


A Light Smoke 


“It’s Toasted”—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 


Copyright 1937, The American Tobacco Company 
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Directed by 


RAOUL 
WALSH 


Who made ‘‘The Cockeyed 
World’? and ‘‘What 
Price Glory” 


» 40) 00 FF 
NEVER 

a 
Rich- 


Unless You 
Play Pictures 
Eine. 


You'll be in the money— 
with this, rapid-fire, thrill- 
ing romance . . ."It packs 
a bigger kick than an 
army mule’s! You'll tell 
the cockeyed world this is 
the hottest money picture 


you've played in 5 years! 


— 


Canada Distributors, 
Empire Films, Ltd. 


WALLACE FORD --JOHN MILLS - ANNA LEE 
Grace Bradley * Frank Cellier 
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Lucky Strike is adding another 
$1,500,000 to its annual broadcasting 
budget to cover the series of daily 
news program on CBS, starting April 
5. With the advent of this series the 
American Tobacco Co. will rate as 
radio’s No. 1 customer from the angle 
of expenditure for a single product. 
As the account’s billings now stand, 
the Lucky Strike Hit Parade pro- 
grams on CBS ard NBC figure some- 
what over $1,500,000 in time costs, and 
another $400,000 for talent. New 
series will entail $1,300,000 for time 
and around $200,000 for talent, news 
service and editing. 

With Edwin C. Hill picked to do 
the news spieling and comment, the 
account has tied up the noon to 
12:30 period on CBS from Monday to 
Friday inclusive. It will be the first 
direct hausfrau appeal made by a cig 
manufacturer. 


Takes Whole Works 


American Tobacco is taking for 
this daytime broadcast practically 
everything that CBS has listed in the 
way of stations as far west as Denver. 
Beginning with daylight savings, 
April 30, there will be a repeat 
broadcast to take care of the moun- 
tain and Pacific areas, with the two 
hookups invelving over 90 stations. 
CBS is dickering for the United 
Press service in behalf of Lucky. 

It will be first time in over two 
years that either CBS or NBC has 
done any spot newscasting over a 
commerciai hookup. It was this net- 
work commercial angle which in 1934 
stirred newspaper publishers to mili- 
tant action and resulted in the Press- 
Radio pact. Coiumbia’s big news ac- 
count at the time was General Mills 
and as part of the agreement the 
newscasting contract with General 
Mills was canceled. 


CONTEST T00 
SUCCESSFUL 


Contest concluded on Feb. 27 on 
‘The O'Neills,’ script serial that 
sprints over both NBC nets, pulled 
4,270,000 replies. Sponsor is Procter 
& Gamble. 

Agency on account, Compton, is 
refusing to release figure, unusual 
for an agency in that practice is 
customary to boast. Compton figures 
that if public learns how many mil- 
lions of answers contest drew, many 
will conclude chances of winning are 
so remote they’ll cease entering such 
competitions. Agency is now plot- 
ting a follow-up contest. 


MARY SMALL JUNIORS 
PEND FOR SHOW BOAT 


Mary Small Junior Revue may de- 
velop into a regular unit on the Max- 
well House Coffee show on NBC 
Thursday nights. Jackie Coogan 
takes over as m.c. of the Small in- 
sert on tomorrow’s (Thursday) pro- 
gram and will be a permanent fixture 
if the juve idea remains. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert, due to arrive 
trom Hollywood today (Wednesday), 
will write special material for the 
Small Juniors. 


Elgin Climbs Aboard 


Chicago, March 16. 

_ Battle for time-signal chain breaks 
is getting underway throughout the 
country, with Elgin timepiece firm 
deciding to muscle in on the Bulova 
Stronghold. Local J. Walter Thomp- 
Son agency is now contracting sta- 
tions and their representatives in an 
intensive and widespread drive to 
signature as many likely outlets as 
Possible for coverage on time-signals. 
_ It marks, beneath the surface, an 
increasing trend on the part of Elgin 
towards spots following long-stand- 
‘NE web programs, 
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Radio Makes Grade 





Fact that radio has arrived as 
big time in the New York office 
of J. Walter Thompson is indi- 
cated by the admission given to 
several members of the radio 
department to the firm’s Old 
Colonial dining room. 

Eatery is located on the llth 
floor and to be invited to par- 
take of lunch in the Old Co- 
lonial room is regarded as the 
agency’s badge of social ac- || 
ceptance, 


Lowman Delayed: 


CBS Artists End 
Branching Out 




















Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p. 
charge of operations, has put off his 
proposed trip to the west coast until 
March 22. He now wants to wait 
until Larry White, who was recently 
assigned to look over the artists and 
writer booking situation in Holly- 
wood, returns to the home office. 
On White’s findings will depend the 
course the network’s talent booking 
operations elects for the future. 

After the policy has been decided 
through a series of conferences, Low- 


trip, In the meantime nothing will 
be done about appointing a new head 
for the artists’ bureau. Latter’s ex- 
pansion to include the representa- 
tion of writers was indicated last 
week, when the bureau took under 
management a couple of Broadway 
musical newcomers, Edwin Gilbert 
and Alex Fogarty. Pair wrote a 
tune and sketch for Leonard Sill- 
man’s ‘New Faces.’ 


ANSCHEL BARSHAY IN 
CONTEMPT OF COURT 


Anschel Barshay, who advertises 
radio products under the title of 
‘The Voice of Time,’ was declared in 
contempt of court Monday (15) by 
Federal Judge William Bondy, who 
ordered the United States marshal to 
place Barshay under arrest. 

Court’s action was based on Bar- 
shay’s failure to carry out the pro- 
visions of a temporary injunction 
obtained recently by the magazine 
Time, which is suing the defendant 
for $25,000 damages for using the 
title, ‘Voice of Time.’ Barshay had 
failed to produce stationary and other 
documents requested by plaintiff be- 
fore trial of the action. If and when 
jailed his only out is to purge him- 
self by producing required docu- 
ments. 


Comedy Night on ‘Hotel’ 


Details are being worked out for 
an all-star comedy night on Holly- 
wood Hotel program to be set for 
three or four weeks from now. Pres- 
ent plans call for appearance of 
Eddie Cantor, Burns and Allen, Al 
Jolson and Gracie Fields. 
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LOEW'S WHN AS 


Lucky Strike Budgets $3,400,000 
For Aw Time, Talent—A Record 


+ 


| cinnati, and Station WMCA, New 








Would represent comedy talent 
from United Artists, Paramount, | 
Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox lots. 





Arthur Feldman’s Promotion | 

Boston, March 16. | 

Arthur S. Feldman, announcer at | 

WBZ and WBZA for about two) 

years, has been appointed manager | 

of special event programs for the) 
duaJ stations (NBC). 











REPLACES WMA 
IN MANHATTAN 


Deal Consummated Yester- 
day (Tues.) Between Sid- | 
ney, Hedges, Clark—Ex- 
change of Sustainers 


WLW’S WIRE 


By BOB LANDRY 
Deal between Station WLW, Cin- 


York, which was to have gone into 
effect Monday (15) has been called 
off. Instead the Cincy super-watter 
has consummated a deal with Sta- 
tion WHN, New York. Exact start- 
ing date not set but will be soon. 
William S. Hedges of WLW and 
Louis K. Sidney of WHN closed 
the alliance late yesterday (Tues- 
day) with John L. Clark of Trans- 


american a third party as _ sales 
agent. Arrangement links the 
Loew-Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer radio 


station as the exclusive New York 
originating studio for the 500,000- 
watter. There will be a schedule of 
sustaining programs exchanged in 
both directions. WHN in particu- 
lar will feed remote dance bands as 
a starter, 

Broad aspects of the deal follow 
those originally intended to include 
WMCA, the Donald Flamm station. 
WLW will possess New York facili- 
ties for any advertisers desiring to 
pipe to Cincinnati while retaining 
program supervision in Manhattan. 
There will be no line charge to such 


man will make the cross-country | advertisers. Cost of telephone wires 


on annual basis is around $100,000. 

Usual switchover rules and regula- 
tions of A. T. & T. apply. 
Talent Resources 

Hedges, in speaking for WLW, 





Sit Down Hits Agency 


Chicago, March 16. 

Nine office boys of the Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert ad agency, 
imbued with the spirit of the 
times, each grabbed a chair one 
day last week and went on a 
sit-down strike. Wanted shorter 
hours and more pay. 

They got both. 


SMACKO BIZ 
START FOR 37 
REVEALED 











Washington, March 16. 


Despite seasonal declines, radio 
business started off the new year at 
rapid pace, advertising revenues 
bounding more than $2,250,000 from 
January, 1936, to January, 1937. 

Reporting huge percentage gain in 
national non-network take, National 
Association of Broadcasters last 
week estimated January biz reached 
$10,369,556. This was 29.1%—or $2,- 
360,396—better than the outset of 
1936. Normal mid-winter down- 
trend brought a 6.7% dip below De- 
cember, cutting $750,000 under the 
pre-Christmas figure. 

Compared with 1936, all branches 
except regional webs showed con- 
tinued progress. Sectional chains re- 
flected a 3.3% drop in total revenue, 





states WHN will ‘fit in with WLW’s 
primary ambition to have strong 
program sources and talent re- 
sources.” Loew chain of theatres and 
M-G-M studio connection behind 
WHN impressed Cincy negotiators. 
Although dating back to 1922, it’s 
only in last couple of years since 
Louis K. Sidney added station opera- 
tion to his theatrical duties that the 
station started to attract attention. 
Wire linking WLW and WMCA 
passes through Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh where other alliances for 
WLW are in prospect. In Pittsburgh 
KQV will probably be originating 
point. Nothing is definite for Philly 
but WFIL may be the outlet there. 


ANNOYANCE SETS IN 


F.C.C. Bored With ‘Broeklyn Mess’ 
Postponements 











Washington, March 16. 

Last minute attempts to further 
stall hearings on the complicated 
Brooklyn cases—pending before the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion since its inception—were re- 
buffed last week on eve of third pub- 
lic set-to by Brooklyn Eagle, Brook- 
lyn Broadcasting Co., et al. 

Repeatedly postponed since being 
carded last spring, cases came up 
before the full Commish Monday 
(15) after postponement pleas had 
been over-ruled. Idea was to mark 
time until after Jewish holidays, so 
the gabfest might proceed without 
interruption. Commish showed signs 
of losing patience and ordered con- 
testants to go through with arrange- 
ments or else... 


WMCA News at 1 AM. 


Figuring that a late session of news 
will attract many listeners, Station 





| WMCA, New York, will dish out 15 


minutes of current events at 1 a. m. | 
for the owl c-cowd. 
Using Universal wire ticker. 


Edward G. Robinson and Cary | 


Four years ago Feldman, then at, Grant set by Jack Runyon of Lord 


WLOE, was rated the 
youngest ‘pro radio announcer, 


while receipts in national non-web 
field jumped 42.2%, national chains 
were up 27.8% and local accounts 
rose 20.9%. 

Stacked up against December re- 
ports, all types of advertising were 
off in January, but the slump was 
smaller than the 1935-36 drop. Na- 
tional network volume declined 
2.1%, approximately $120,000; re- 
gional networks, 7.2%, approximate- 
ly $7,000; national non-network, 
5.9%, approximately $150,000; and 
local, 19.8%, approximately $475,000. 

Trends apparent in January were 
a sharp drop in transcription volume 
in the non-network field, bigger 
chain outlays by gasoline and auto- 
mobile accessory sponsors, and gen- 
eral curtailment in local retail ad- 
vertising. 


SPRING AUDITIONING 
BREAKS OUT IN CHI 


Chicago, March 16. 

Spring version of the ‘audition fol- 
lies’ is in full swing, with a number 
of accounts beating around in the 
bushes trying to stir up a likely 
idea. Particularly audition-mad at 
this time is Montgomery-Ward which 
is scouring every possible angle. 
Number of agencies besides Lord 
& Thomas are submitting ideas to 
the mail-order firm, though indica- 
tions are still that if the mail house 
does hit the air with a show it will 
be through L. & T. 

Another account searching for a 
spot idea after many years as strictly 
a network user is Wrigley’s, which 
has the Neisser-Meyerhof agency 
cooking-school participation 30-word 
announcements to a two-hour inter- 
national show with every name from 








| Mahatma Ghandi to Wallie Simpson. 


St. Pat Choir on A.&P. 


St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York, 
choir of 100 voices has been set for 
Kate Smith’s A.&P. radio program 





night of March 25. It will be this 
group's first commercial broadcast. 


country’s | & Thomas for West Coast cut-ins on| Curtis & Allen agency arranged 
i Lucky Strike Hit Parade. 


the deal. 





Chicago, March 16. 

Whole WLS-Alka-Seltzer Barn 
Dance crew is to play one nighters 
through the East during the month 
of May, traveling in own Pullman, 
and doing its regular Saturday 
night broadcasts from Radio City 
rather then the Chicago Eighth 
Street theatre. 

About 45 people are to be carried, 


and the troupe intends to play 
Springfield, Ohio; Reading and Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; Rochester and Syracuse, 
N. Y., among other towns. All dates 


are to be scheduled in auditoriums 


rather than at theatres, and, 
wherever possible, arrangements 
will be made to tie in with local 


hillbillies for the show date, figuring 
that the b. o. appeal of both crews 
will substantially increase receipts. 
Idea was tried out at the Municipal 
auditorium Sunday (14), combining 
WLS unit with the KMOX Pappy 
Chelshire outfit to play to over 16,- 
000 people for the day, with Fred 
Waring as the theatre competition. 
Both Saturday night broadcasts 
from Radio City will be put on in 
front of N. Y. druggist audiences 
rather than the usual paid audiences, 


Paul White Takes errew 
To London as Successor 


In CBS Overseas Spot 


Paul White, CBS director of public 
events broadcasts, will accompany 
Edward R. Murrow, new European 
representative, when the latter goes 
over to London at the end of April 
to replace Cesar Saerchinger. After 
Murrow has been made acquainted 
with the assignment White will re- 
turn to the United States. 

Saerchinger asked to be relieved 
of his job some months ago, after 
spending almost seven years abroad 
for the network. He explained at the 
time that he had a child that he 
wanted educated on this side and 
that he also wanted to do some 
writing on his own. 

As assistant to White Murrow’s as- 
signment included the censoring of 
speeches of those slated for a sus- 
taining hookup. 


NBC OFFERED WARNER 
LOT FOR STUDIO SITE 


Hollywood, March 16. 

Warners is trying to get radio in- 
terested in its old lot on Sunset 
boulevard. Site covers 10% acres and 
carries a price tag of $2,000,000 on an 
outright buy. 

National Broadcasting execs were 
approached but deal quickly chilled 
when network wanted to take a slice 
of the property. WB reply was all 
or none, 

NBC dicker for the Paramount 
property at Sunset and Vine as the 
site for its news studio is still in 
the fire. 


Idea Mob. Swamps L. & T. 
Chicago, March 16. 

Lord & Thomas agency here is 
pleading for a let-up in the flood of 
scripts and script-ideas that has 
swamped the local offices since the 
report started that Pepsodent and 
‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ were looking for a 
new setup. 

To this end L. & T. denies that 
there is any contemplation of a 


change in the present A. 'n’ A. pro- 
gram, 

















Jack Frazer Recupes at Sea 
Jack Frazer, NBC announcer, re- 
turns from a trip te the West Indies 
March 17. 
Gabber took the sea and sun cure 
to recuperate from a nervous break- 
down, 


WLW ALLY | 


Alka-Seltzer Troupes WLS Barn 
Dance; Using Eastern Auditoriums 


And Local Hillbillies to Supplement 


eo 





o 





_ 30 VA RIE TY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, March 17, 1937 














ee 








SPANISH ACTRESS IS 


talent around the first of April, 
when Imperio Argentina, leading 
-~Spanish actress and singer, is set to 


UPROAR CAUSE IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, March 16. 
South American radio interests ex- 
pect to see their first big clash over 


begin an engagement on Radio El 





Mundo (LR1), Buenos Aires. Latter 
station and Radio Belgrano (LR3) 


will stage a battle for exclusive serv- | 
ices of Miss Argentina, each claim- | 
ing contractual right. 

Fight dates from receipt of cables | 
to each station with identical word- | 


ing that thanked each for oppor- 
tunity to appear. When both sta- | 
tions announced (same day) in} 
papers an explosion followed. El 
Mundo speedily shipped a personal 
rep to Cuba, where player was ap- 
pearing, and contracted the singer. 


Belgrano’s meariwhile asserts ‘that | 
the cable acceptance constitutes a | 
contract, despite quick move of El | 
Mundo, and will seek to restrain 
girl's activities unless confined to | 
itself. 





THAT BENNY- ALLEN MERGE 


Got 'Em Rolling In the Parlers—But | 
"Twas Tough 





Sunday Jello program (14) with 
Jack Benny and Fred Allen trading 
cracks had five top radio gagmen 
behind it. Bill Morrow, Ed Belloin, 
Al Boasberg and Allen and Benny 
themselves were the funny-things- | 
to-say department. 

Program got big word-of-mouth | 
reaction, both lay and trade, the day 
following. Benny says he'll never 
top it, but his consolation that 
neither will Allen. 


is 





Theatre-Origination Kid 
Program Attracts B. R.| 


Pittsburgh, March 16. 

Latest theatre-radio tieup here is 
commercial sponsorship of weekly | 
Saturday morning children’s show | 
at Enright, presented for last eres | 
years under supervision of Alle- | 
gheny County Women’s Clubs. Show | 
in past has consisted of load of film 
fare, followed by community song- | 











| Radio Reform Group Goes Commersh | 





|} account, 


| Shell Union Oil Corporation, 


| every 


fest, left by Johnny Mitchell at or- | 


Eyebrows are raised around the broadcast trade as 
the Women’s National Radio Committee, organized to 
‘reform’ radio has radio at 
commercial rates. Question asked is how the Com- 
mittee will be able to avoid embarrassment with ad- 
vertising clients and clubwomen members all in one 
family. 


now started to ‘survey’ 


Women’s National Radio Committee is now ‘survey- 
ing’ its membership on behalf of a J. Walter Thompson 
Shell Gasoline. This again has_ inspired 
queries. Asks the skeptics: -‘Is this a fact-finding 
questionnaire or a sales promotional mailing piece for 


Shell?’ 


Under a heading, ‘A Challenging Opportunity’ the 
| Committee has given its side of the case to the club- 
| women whose allegiance the committee claims. Says 

the circular: 

‘We have been organized nearly three years and 
during that time have done much to convince the 


radio industry and the public that we are sincere in 


|our efforts to improve radio. 


The 
leading spon- 
sors, has been so impressed with the effectiveness of 
our work that it has asked us to obtain the frank 
opinion of our membership upon the merits of the 
program it presents. In particular it is interested in 
our reaction as to the desirability of the program for 
young people. 


‘Now an exceptional opportunity confronts us, 
one of the 


‘Indeed, because of the conviction that there is a 
great need for programs which while offering enter- 
tainment to all members of the family will have an 
especial appeal to the younger group, the Corporation 


| has in recent weeks greatly changed the character of 


RADIO PROGRAM ANALYSIS 
FROM THE 
WOMEN’S NATIONAL RADIO COMMITTEE 
113 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


‘ 

NOTE: This Committee is particularly anxious to ob- 
tain your opinion of the SHELL OIL Radio Program 
Saturday Night, March 13th. Will you assist us by 
making it a point to tune in on the program at 9:30 
E.S.T., and send us your comments on this question- 
naire by the first mail. No postage required on the 
return envelope enclosed. Thank You, 


SHELL SHOW 
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1937 


Program 
Date 





Time 9:30 to 10:30 P.M. E.S.T. 


Network National Broadcasting Co. 
See your newspaper for nearest local station on 


NBC Red Network, 
1. In your opinion, is there a need fora ib (Beene 
radio program which not only enter- | Ree 4 
tains the whole family, but also, be- _ 


cause it is clean and wholesome, can 
be expected to have a heneficial in- 
fluence on the younger members of 
the family? 


2. What features 
SHOW to 
this need? 


or acts, if any, on the SHELL 
which you listened helped it to meet 
Please list: 


3. Were there any features which were, in your opin- 
ion, unsuitable for children between the ages of 
10 and 16? If so, name them. ~ 


4. Has the show an appeal for adults as well as 


Red Network | 


| it immediately. 


its weekly show. 
program such features as: 


It is now endeavoring to include on 


children? 


eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eseeeeeeeeeesrees 


5. In your opinion, is it properly. balanced to be of 
1. An inspirational act designed both to offer good interest to: 
entertainment and to point to ideals which will Adults . eee ee Bhi +05 a5 . 
have a favorable influence on youth. Boys Yes.. é Ae. ssdeae ° 
Girls Yes.. Pes Gate ae ° 
2. Good music selected with a view to entertain- 
ment value and to the tastes and reactions of 6. How many children between the ages of 10 and 16 
the young. BOG GHOre ta VOUS TRINIIT «is ec iccdics scbuncsecnees 
, fe gia te Do they listen to the SHELL SHOW?..... bee 
3. Stories about incidents and personalities in the How Often’......:... Do they like it?.......... 
field of sports, to be treated in such fashion as 
to bring out the principles of good sportsman- 7. Do you listen to the SHELL SHOW? Regularly 
SU Mae enerian agen i eee) Uae yay ee Occasionally.......... PRONE SS saticnne 
" relty music an nusual acts which will fur- : - 
: aah honey ptlygesnes ‘of the gortantnncn as cath 8. Do you think the advertising on the program well 
entertainment. TTS. 5 age Oe Onn Pere Pa rer Sr erie de Lee 
‘Because we are convinced that the opportunity to 9. What brand of gasoline or oil does your family 
| participate in a survey of this kind opens up a tre- usually buy? Gasoline......... J | Sree 
mendous avenue of usefulness, we are earnestly ap- 
pealing to you to fill out this questionnaire and return 10. Have you further comments on the SHELL SHOW? 


Failure to respond will 


indicate an TOWN OR CI 


apathy and indifference which we know does not char- 


gan, and amateur stage show for | 
kiddies. 

Latter part of program will 
henceforth be broadcast for half | 
hour every Satdee morning over | 


WWSW by Haller Baking Company | 


and Meadowgold Dairy. Enright al- 
ready has one sponsored community 
sing every week, DeRoy jewelers 
putting it on every Friday night. 

Under present set-up, Walt 
Framer, who handles the DeRoy 
program, will also m.c. amateur 
children’s show, with Johnny Mit- 
chell, likewise on other program, 
doing the organloguing for the mass 
singing. 





Fireman Strictly Sustaining 

‘Flame’ Fighters.’ dramatization 
extolling work of New York's fire 
laddies, is being offered for spon- 
sorship by WHN. 

Cast on script show salaried, but 
not the firemen who do guest ap- 
pearances and describe their hero- 
ism. If show is sold the fire fight- 
ers still get no pay. 





Lee Kirby Very Ill 


Charlotte. N. C.. March 16. 

Lee Kirby. WBT announcer. is at 
the Presbyterian hospital suffering 
from a stomach ailment. His condi- 
tion is extremely dangerous. He 
hes received several blood trans- 
fucions. 

Kirby is known widely over the 
United States for having traveled 
on the million-dollar Rexall train 
that toured the nation last year. 





Gus Van's Coast Audition 

Gus Van emcee’d a ‘modern min- 
strel show’ which was plattered by 
the National Broadcasting Company 
last week for the ears of agencies 
and clients. Audition talent in- 
cluded NBC artists Betty Kelly, so- 
prano; Robert Stevens, tenor, and 
the Southern Harmony Four. 
ored warblers. all of whom doubled 
in song and dialogue. 

Van recently closed an 
ment at the Bal Tabarin, 
cal niterie. 


engage- 
swank lo- 


Three new salesmen—C. H. 
ner, 
cago: Morgan Sexton, 
Davenport. and G. B. 
on KSTP’s staff. 


Wag- 


of WOC in 


Schurmeier— 


acterize our membership. 


‘This is an opportunity for fine service. 


we can count on you.’ 


ie Miso 8 Chise¥es.por 
DEATOON 6 64 hisaceriee 


YOU DO NOT NEED TO SIGN YOUR NAME 


We know 


TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE, 


PLEASE MAIL PROMPTLY. 








Cycle Trades of America returns 


weekly quarter-hour spreads over 
of guesters, backed regularly by Ray 
Sinatra's orchestra. Guest stars for | 
first seven weeks already set are 
Frank Parker, Ruth Etting, Fibber 
McGee and Molly, Hildegarde, Jean 
Ellington and the Revellers, Mary 
Small and Tune Twisters, Honeyboy 
and Sassafras and the Landt Trio. 
Marks radio resumption for spon- 





formerly with Pure Oil in Chi- | 


|sor after two months’ air absence. 
Program with Pickens Sisters was 


when Jane Pickens went to Chicago 
with the legit ‘Follies.’ 

New program set for Thursdays, 
7:15 p.m. 


Atlass’ Mother Ill 


Chicago, March 16. 
Mrs. Frank Atlass, mother of Les- 








WBBM and of WJJD and WIND 
Chicago, respectively, is seriously ill 
‘in Honolulu. 

Atlass brothers hopped plane last 
Thursday (11) in hope of boarding 
China Clipper for Hawaii. Unable 
to book passage on_ trans-Pacific 
flyer, however, and were forced to 
wait for next steamship, which 
| sailed on Saturday (13). 











col- | 


KNX on Main Line 


to radio April 1 with new series of | 


} 


NBC-blue band. Will use succession | 


| 


| 


ANOTHER GUEST STAR {NBC Man Goes to Orient 
PROGRAM HITS RADIO’ For June 8 Sun Eclipse; 


Shortwave to California 





U. S. Navy Eclipse Expedition is 
| cuffing Phil Merriman, 


| gineer, to a cruise 5,000 miles out of | 


San Francisco into the Pacific so the 


| network can, via short wave, air a 


description of the 
eclipse of the sun 
Event will be picked up on either 
Canton or Enderbury Islands, which- 
ever is deemed most feasible. Both 
are uninhabited, lying about 1,800 


longest total 


, miles southeast of Hawaii. 


disrupted after its first four weeks | 


Eclipse will last two minutes, it is 
figured, taking place on June 8, at 
2:15 p.m. 

Navy's participation will be in 


co-op with the National Geographic | 


lie and Ralph Atlass, of Columbia- | 


Society, which is sending flock of as- 
tronomical observers to scene. A 
Navy ship converted from what was 
once a mine sweeper will convey the 
party. 


NBC is shipping a ton and a half. 


of mechanical equipment for the 
broadcast, which will originate on 
one of the islands, transmitted by 


short wave fro.a the ship to the 


California coast, then spurted out | 


over both NBC nets and likely over 
the Canadian stations. 





Static Becomes a Sin 





Detroit, March 16. 
Based on recommendations of the 


Federal Communications Commish, 
Hollywood, March 16. |an ordinance to curb radio inter- 
| Columbia's line from the east will ference in Detroit was introduced 
| will take a straight shoot to KNX | this week into common council by 


from Salt Lake after April 1, making 
the local chain outlet the key west- 
ern spot. 

Presently CBS line is routed from 


| 


| Salt Lake to Frisco and then south. | 


In new alignment Frisco takes 


rebound. 


the 


Councilman Eugene I. VanAntwerp. 
Legislation, prepared by VanAnt- 
werp with aid of ‘Radio Jake,’ inter- 
ference engineer at WWJ, provides a 
fine for use of machines which create 
interference, unless disturbances are 
overcome by use of proper filters. 


NBC en-|} 


in 1,200 years. | 


(CBS WON'T BID FOR 
WGST AGAINST HEARST 


Sam Pickard is due in New York 
at the end of March either to close 
or to wash up his deal with Hearst 
Radio, Inc., for a lease on WGST, 
Atlanta. Columbia, with which the 
| station is affiliated, doesn’t propose 





| to put in a counter bid. 

CBS's contract with WGST has 
three and a half years to go. Pick- 
'ard, who is still on the network's 
payrol. as a consultant on station re- 
lations matters, has been in Florida 
the past several weeks. 





Four A’s Convention 


| American Assn. of Advertising 
| Agencies will junket to the Green- 
brier at White Sulphur Springs 
| April 29-30, May 1. It’s an annual 
| custom and the Four A’s 20th anni- 
versary convention, 

G. Lynn Sumner of the New York 
| agency bearing his name is the Con- 
vention Committee chairman. 








Morgan Suit Withdrawn 


Suit of Myron Morgan against 
Philco Radio & Television Corp. and 


'the Hutchins Advertising Co. for 
| $150,000 was discontinued in N. Y. 
| Federal Court last week. Under- 


stood settlement was reached out of 
court. 

Morgan claimed defendants pirated 
an advertising scheme which he 
| originated and which consisted of 
dramatizing news events in connec- 
tion with Philco advertising. 





Tommy Bond With Cantor 

Tommy Bond, boy singer who has 
| been appearing on Gus Edwards’ pro- 
gram on KFWB. Hollywood, will 
| replace Bobby Breen on the Cantor 
| Sunday night show for Texaco some- 
| time in June. 

Date. though not yet definite, likely 
to be June 20. 


| 





CBS WAITS BLUEPRINTS. 
UNTIL LAST MINUTE 


CBS has done nothing about fo;- 
mulating architectural plans for tie 
proposed new quarters destined to 
rise on property at Park avenue and 
57th street. 

System’s lease on present quarters 
on Madison avenue expires Jan. 1, 

1939, and Columbia is postponing 
erection of.own home until last pos. | 





sible moment so as to be able to 
incorporate the very latest mechani- 
cal equipment in building. 


Figured that quarters could be 
rushed to completion in less than 
eight months, and for that reason 
CBS believes there is no hurry in 
drafting. plans for .new home, and 
consequently no discussion is on at 
all. 


Before buying property on Park 
avenue, Columbia made repeated ef- 
forts to get Ogden Reid. 
and publisher, to sell his 


financier 
mansion, 





located block, south of present CBS 
quarters. Reid refused to listen at 
time. 





IT HITS PROVIDENCE ' 


Radio Town Seems 
Perking Up a Bit 





Sleepy to Be : 





Providence, March 16. 
Town’s finally bursting out with a 
little radio showmanship. 'WEAN. of 
the Yenkee networks, has instituted 
a number of programs, which a year 
or so ago were frowned upon by the 


























al 
boys in charge of local radio stations, it 

WEAN, in particular, hasn't been rs) 
so hot about programs out of the e 
ordinary, but James Jennison. station T 
manager, is out for anything that c) 
will put WEAN on top here. n 

With an eye to getting a com- IY 
mercial sponsor, Jennison has made g 
a tie-up with the Strand for a series d 
of amateur contests. Auditions are 
held weekly at:the studio, and each e) 
Saturday morning for a_ half-hour C 
period boys and girls under 17 par- ir 
ticipate in’ a ‘best-talent’ program. tl 
Three acts are selected each week d 
for five weeks, when successful con- re 
testants will vie for cash prizes. fc 

g 

LOWER HOUSE RESENTS : 
Yr 

; tl 

SENATORS’ BUILD-UP ; 

i 

Washington. March 19. Vv 

Free air time for U. S. senators v 
has certain members of the lower n 
branch of Congress decidedly hos- tl 
tile to the broadcasting industry. S 
Evidence of passion cropped out d 
last week at House Rules Commit- oO 
tee hearing on proposition to in- e 
vestigate radio. fi 

Loudest bleats came from Con- n 
gressman Martin Dies of Texas. Vv 
Seeking info about how networks 
arrange programs, Texan vyapped st 
that ‘every time you turn on your a 
radio you hear some senator talk- v 
ing. I don’t see how they make t] 
any money. But when a congress- n 
man wants to talk he can get five a 
minutes between 11:30 and mid- fi 
night.’ 2 

= b 

Newsboy Tragedy Brings : 
Press-Radio Together i ¢ 
Regina, Sask., March 16. ‘ g 

CJRM got page one. publicity in Ss 
staging a radio show to aid a Re- Ss 
gina Star carrier boy who ran 
away from home and whose feet 
were so badly frozen that they. had 
to be amputated. The Star plaved 
it up big and obtained co-operation FE 
of Capitol theatre to put the show 
on from the theatre stage after the h 
regular show. le 

In addition, Fred Scanlan, CJRM 
studio manager, arranged request : 
program. Results, plenty of pub- 
licity for CJRM and better rela- r 
tions with Regina Star. b 

Frank Parker to Miami ; 

Frank Parker has been set for two t] 
consecutive guest shots on Ben Ber- c 
nie’s weekly NBC-blue program for n 
American Can. Tenor will broadcast 
from Miami, where Bernie is Joung- F 
ing on the March 30 and April 6 fi 
programs. Ben’s brother Herman i Cc 
set. 

Parker is current in the legit 
‘Howdy, Stranger’ on Broadway. 

Comedy is carded to close, tenta- 6 
tively, on March 27. 
WSM Takes Van Cronkhite 
Chicago, March 16. 

Van Cronkhite Associates hive r 
been appointed as news counselors 4 
cof WSM, Nashville, Tenn. 2 

John Van Cronkhite left today 
(Tuesday) for further conferences r 
with the station. a 

t 
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SPOT SPONSORS DIVVY 








City Can't Tax Station 





WGST won an 


Fulton County Superior Court, 
joined city from collecting fhe tax 





important appeal 
Supreme Court handed down a decision that forbids the City of 
Atlanta from assessing a $300 license tax against the station. 

High court upheld contention of WGST that it was exempt from 
the tax because it operated under the Interstate Commerce Act and 
by authority of FCC, which granted its license. 


Atlanta, March 16. 
last week when the Georgia 


in a previous decision, had en- 








Hot Potato Gets 


Tossed About by 
Washington Boys 


Washington, March 16. 
Reopening of complaints of lax 
administration and record-tamper- 
ing in the Broadcast Division was 
ordered Wednesday (10) by the Fed- 





eral Communications Commission. 
Three-man committee will probe 
charges that various radio attor- 


neys were accorded favors by Com- 
mish subordinates and that official 
government documents have been 
doctored. 

Following protest of Commission- 
er George Henry Payne, the full 
Commish voted to launch an inquiry 
into circumstances which led up to 
the transfer of Mary Belle Anthony, 
docket clerk, to a different job and 
reprimand for George S. Smith, 
former Commish lawyer now en- 
gaged in private practice. Commit- 
tee, headed by Payne, includes Com- 
missioners Irving Stewart, chief of 
the telegraph division, and Thad H. 
Brown, former Broadcast division- 
ite. 

Matter was brought up at the 
Wednesday meeting by Payne, who 
vas ill when Miss Anthony was 
moved from the docket section to 
the accounting department and 
Smith was handed written dressing- 
down. Payne complained that the 
original inquiry ‘had not gone far 
enough.’ If the charges of record- 
fixing are sustained, stiffer punish- 
ment should be given the persons in- 
volved, he contended. 

Federal Communications Bar As- 
sociation has had the matter under 
advisement for the past fortnight 
without taking action. Leaders of 
the legal organization feel there is 
no reason why they should crack 
down if the Commish did not see 
fit to take any more drastic action. 
Consequently, suggestions that the 
body punish the attorney were re- 
ferred to the Ethics committee for 
discussion. Payne is reported an- 
gered by the association’s failure to 
go to bat in the first case of pos- 
sible misconduct since the outfit 
started operating. 





Re: Advisory Council 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In an article on page 31 of the 
March 10 issue of Variety, the fol- 
lowing statement occurs: ‘Booklet. 
prepared by National Committee on 
Education by Radio. . .’ 

The pamphlet, ‘4 Years of Network 
Broadcasting,’ was in fact prepared 
by the Committee on Civie Education 
by Radio of the National Advisory 





Council on Radio in Education and 
the American Political Science Asso- 
ciation, Dr. Thomas H. Reed, chair- | 
man. 
The National Advisory Cour#l on | 
Radio in Education is an entirely dif- 
ferent organization from the National 

Committee on Education by Radio. 

Virginia Sheffield, 
Assistant to the Secretary. 


‘Rambeau Flashes’ Takes 


Y . 
Note of Station Pregrams 
; Chicago, March 16. 
William C. Rambeau, station rep- 
per, has started a regular program 
news service to advertisers and 
agencies, tagged ‘Rambeau flashes.’ | 
Flashes are notes on what new | 








programs, periods and ideas are | 
available on the stations repped by | 
the Rambeau firm, 


\ 


Union Wins Vs. Member; 
WCAU Provided Lawyer in 


Action Involving Its Feud 


Philadelphia, March 16. 

Request of Doris Havens, WCAU 
organist, for an injunction to keep 
Musicians’ Union from fining her 
$200 or expelling her was dismissed 
in Common Pleas Court No. 4 here 
last Friday (12). 

Judges Finletter and Brown hand- 
ed down a decision in which they 
fully upheld the right of a union to 
disciplize a member for infractions 
and to throw her out if she refuses 
to swallow the dose. 

Actually the suit was only part of 
the struggle going on between 
WCAU and the Union because of 
the station’s refusal to hire a house 
band. Lawyers for Miss Havens, 
David Bortin and former Attorney 
General William A. Schnader, were 
provided by WCAU. 

Havens’ trouble began last Sep- 
tember. A member of the Union, she 
defied its edict by playing sustain- 
ing programs on a station which 
hasn’t a studio orch. Called before 
the Local’s trial board, she was 
given a hearing and told she must 
cease her work for ‘the station at 
once. She refused. Upon continuing 
she was fined $200. Then the exec 


board of the Local threatened to 
expel her. 
Attorney Bortin asked the court 


for an injunction against the Union’s 
stopping her from working, from 
fining her, and from expelling her. 
The attorney claimed the Union’s 
action threatened Miss Havens’ live- 
lihood. Hearing in the injunction 
proceedings were held last Novem- 
ber. Oscar A. Moldawer and Morris 
J. Speiser represented the Union. 


PANELMEN’S UNION IS 
TEMPORARILY AT EASE 


American Radio Telegraphists As- 
sociation has withdrawn its applica- 
tion for membership from the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor’ and 
switched to the newly formed Coun- 
cil for Industrial Organization, step- 
child union, for its labor affiliation. 
ARTA expects action on its CIO ap- 
plication in about a week, after with- 
drawing the long-stalled bid it had 
with the Green faction. 

Organizational activities are tem- 
porarily suspended in the broadcast 
field, pending the acceptance by CIO 
and clean-up of Brooklyn station 
situation. Idleness is particularly 
evident in the Brooklyn field, which 
has for the past two months been the 
happy hunting ground of the ARTA 
because of the alleged bad working 
conditions for technicians. 








Symons-Craney Expand 





Spokane, March 16. 
Tom W. Symons, Jr., who operates 
KFPY here, has purchased controll- 
ing interest of KXL in Portland in 
partnership with E. B. Craney, oper- 
ator of station KGIR in Butte, Mont. 


+ 








NON-COMPETITORS 


—~»— 


Couple of New Examples 
of Dual Sponsorship, but 


Meanwhile Networks 


Strenuously Oppose Prin- 
ciple 


| 
SPORTS | 
While the networks show a tend- | 
ency to tighten up the rules on dual 
sponsorship, the practice of. getting | 
like-minded sponsors with non-com- | 
petitive products to share program | 
series is spreading in the field of | 
spot broadcasting. Latest accounts | 
to incline toward splitting up of | 
sponsorships are Penn Tobacco and | 
Webster-Eisenlohr, with the two co- | 
operating on the purchase of across- | 
the-board sports reviews and news 
periods. Penn is with Ruthrauff & | 
Ryan, while the cigar manufacturer’s | 


|advertising emanates from N. W.| 
| Ayer. | 
Under these two-advertiser ar- 


rangements in spot broadcasting 
economy prevails on both the time | 
and the program costs. Plug tie-in | 
alternates from day to day and when 
it comes to bookkeeping the billings 
are split two ways, each account se- 
cure in the premise that the aud- 
ience appeal of one is right up the 
other’s alley. 

In network ranks the policy 
against any sort of dual sponsorship 
has become more strict than ever. 
Webs have gone so far as to bar a 


As Part of New Broadcast Studio 





CBS’s Statement 


CBS earned $3,755,523 in 1936, 
which net profit was the equiv- 
alent of $4.41 a share on 852,235 





shares outstanding. This info 
was contained in William S. 
Paley’s annual statement to 
stockholders. 


Network distributed 74% of 
last year’s profits, which fig- 
ured $2,812,705, or $3.30 per 
share. Profits for 1935 had been 
$2,810,079. Columbia’s gross 
sales in 1936 amounted to $27,- 
800,000, with this taking in tal- 
ent bookings besides the turn- 
over on network, regional and 
local facilities. 

Of the remaining 25% of its 
"36 earnings, the web trans- 
ferred $943,000 to the surplus 
account to help cover’ such 
financing commitments as the 
proposed Hollywood _ studios 
and new New York headquar- 
ters. Paley’s report cites the 
purchase of KNX, Los Angeles, 
and the leasing of WEEI, Bos- 
ton, as among the more im- 
portant physical improvements 
shown by the network during 
1936. No mention is made in 
the report of the lease on 
KSFO, San Francisco, which 
has yet to be approved by the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission. These moves, states 
the report, has put Columbia in 
the position of being able to 
operate its own complete West 
Coast network at ‘appropriate 
hours.’ 

Consolidated incore and sur- 





soap account, Ivory, from announc- 
ing the make of car it is giving away 
as prizes in a contest. Make is | 
Pontiac. NBC compels Proctor & 
Gamble to get around this barrier by 
urging the listener to look for the | 
soap’s ad in the magazines. Ban | 
also applies to the soap’s tieup with 
Texaco gasoline. 

NBC and Columbia make them- 
selves an exception to the dual 
sponsorship trend in spot broadcast- 
ing by refusing any mention what- 
ever of another product in a regu- 
lar account’s dise program which is 
broadcast over stations owned or 
operated by them. Webs also feel 
that if two accounts aren’t per- 
mitted to tieup on the financing of 
a hookup series the taboo should 
also apply to spot business. To do 
otherwise, they said, would make 
their positions inconsistent. 

Joint sponsorship of sports deals 
have been common during the past 
year, with General Mills and the 
Standard Oil affiliates rating as 
notable cases in point. 





‘Smilin’ Dan’ (Joe Dunlevy), has 
new six-a-week series on WKRC, 
Cincinnati. Dunlevy was partner of 
‘Singin’ Sam’ when pair were vaude- 
villians, 








American Assn. Sel 


Columbus, March 16, | 

Disgusted with the failure of the 
major leagues to act on the radio 
broadcasting problem at their annual 
meeting in December, President 
George M. Trautman of the American 
Baseball Association last week con- | 








Symons and Craney for $20,000 
purchased 22 shares of KXL stock | 
from H. B. Read. This amounts to | 
80% of the outstanding stock. Deal 
takes effect May 11. 


Fred Hague in Detroit 


Chicago, March 16. 
Craig & Hollingberry, station rep 
firm, has set up a Detroit office | 
headed by Fred Hague. 
Hague was formerly account exec 
in the Chi offices. 





| league games, 





summated the sale of the broadcasting | 
rights for his entire league jointly to 
General Mills and the Socony 
Vacuum. 
Deal, handled directly by Traut- | 
man and representatives of the two 
sponsors, is the first of its kind in 
baseball history. Understood that« 
General Mills and Socony laid in the | 
neighborhood of $50,000 on the line | 
for the broadcasting privileges. 
Under the terms of the contraci all | 
at home or abroad, | 
will be aired under the joint sponsor- | 
ship of the two firms over selected | 


plus accounting for 1936 shows 
an operating profit of $4,354,746, 
while in the consolidated bal- 
ance sheet the fixed assets are 
given as $3,024,325 and good 
will, representing premiums 
paid for capital stocks of sta- 
tions acquired, as $2,258,362. 


Detroit, March 16. 
WJBK is drawing plans for a,new 
studio building, to be erected some- 
late early 


time in the spring or 


summer. Site is only a few blocks 


from Curtis building, where 24-hour 


station has been located for past 
five years. 

Under tentative plans, drawn by 
James F. Hopkins, station’s oper- 
ator, new building in the near 
northwest section of town will be 
one story, with three studios and 
about 8,000 square feet of space. 
Provisions will be made for 
a juvenile conservatory, where 
hoofing, warbling, technique, ete., 
will be taught youngsters in con- 
nection with station. 


also 


Indie station, a money-maker 
with sports, news and foreign-lan- 
guage progs, has been cramped in 


present quarters for some time but 
has been delaying construction of 
new studios due to local labor con- 
ditions. 

As part of a new setup prepara- 
tory to entrance into the new stu- 
dios, station this week upped Billy 
Morell from continuity-writing to 
announcer and special-events man; 
brought in Frank Perkins, formerly 














WGBI, SCRANTON TO CBS; 
WMAZ JOINS APRIL 1 


WGBI, Scranton, is being added by 


Columbia to its basic supplementary 
group. Station operates at 500 watts 
on 880 k.c. but is slated to go to a 
kilowatt. WGBI now shares time 
with WQAN, owned by the Scranton 
Times, but it is understood that this 
situation is being adjusted via a part- 
nership giving the newspaper a one- 
eighth interest in WGBI. Frank Me- 
gargee is president of the latter out- 
let. 

WMAZ, Macon, Ga., is also slated 
to go CBS April 1, or shortly there- 
after. Station in the meantime is 
trying to get a full time franchise 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission. 





ls Radio Rights: 


Clubs Retain Veto ow Station Choice 


probably in 

Deals for time in each city will be 
made directly with the individual 
stations by General Mills and Socony. 

Local Station Angle 

It’s understood here that the desig- 
nation of stations will be made by 
the sponsors but that the individual 
clubs will have the right to intercede 
if it is believed that another station 
rather than the one selected 
better serve the interests of the club. 

Announcers for the games will be 
determined at a confab of league 
heads, club owners and sponsors in 
Chicago next month, 


would | 


with WIND, Gary, and WTCN, Mil- 
| waukee, to handle continuity and 
| programming; and placed Larry 
| Gentile in charge of the entire night 
| shift. 
| Station also signed Bulova Watch 
|to a year’s contract for time sig- 
nals four times daily. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
VS. BASEBALL 
IN Chil 


Chicago, March 16, 

NBC program department here, 
headed by Sid Strotz, readying a 
series of powerful sustainers for the 
spring and summertime, and particu- 
larly planning an afternoon varicty 
show of top talent to buck the com- 
petition of baseball play-by-vlcy. 
This spring and summer the tw» TC 
stations, WENR (WLS) and WMAQ, 
will be the only major outle’s not 
carrying baseball. Play-by-ploy vill 
be on WGN, WBBM, WCFL, WIND, 
WJJD 

















Network demands by  coast-to- 
coast commercials are figured to 
make baseball play-by-play impos- 


| sible on the two NBC stations. Por 
| this reason Strotz, with the coope:a- 
| tion of official okay from Niles Tram- 
mel, figures on an afternoon-! ng 
varicty show, utilizing the top NEC 
performers plus the importins of 
| outside talent to appeal to the femme 
portion of the population. 

Starting around the first of the 
month NBC here will sprins a w - 
ly 60-minute variety show, runpiog 


after 10:15 p.m. Also the newly re- 

vised WENR Minstrels on a holfe 

| hour weekly parade, plus the evr- 

|rently riding weekly Chiecs#o } 3 
Stations in the seven league cities | Symph _ Hour. Much is h | for 
Columbus, Louisville, Toledo, Indian- and cxpected in the wee" ly hoe 
apolis, Kansas City, Minneapolis, St. | . : a corem, sepecaly 7 Ge 
Paul. Only exceptions are Sunday | nutid- leg A No bi crpr cron lalent for tse 
}and holiday contests, with night on other NBC shows, both susiaine 
| games still on the doubtful list but | ing and commercial. 


Fix Nebraska Acconts 


Lincoln, March 16. 
Announcers working for Central 
| States Co., KEFOR, 
KIAB, and KOIL, are going to school 
s result of an officer edict that “1ey 
bi uch pronunciations of for- 


Broadcasting 


und on 
eign words. 
School is 


tation 


conducted 
identifiers’ off 


during the 


time and ine 


| <olves instructors in Spanish, French, 
Italian and German fiom the Uni- 
{versity of Nebraska, 


in SE. 
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LORETTA YOUNG, TYRONE 
POWER 
‘Love Is News’ 
24° Mins. 
CAMPBELL SOUP 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(F. Wallis Armstrong) 


As radio dramatizations of films 
average up, ‘Love Is News’ proved 
outstanding. Its plot situations were 
amusing end possessed the funda- 
mental fictional merit of ebb and 
flow between one side and the other. 
There was lots of zip. 

Some confusion in voices at the 
start. Couldn’t distinguish the city 
editor from the reporter. This be- 
fuddled beginning gave way to clear- 
ly defined plot movement and the 
net result was entertaining comedy 
Tyrone Power, Jr., and _ Loretta 
Young took the boy-meets-girl part 
with John Qualen credited as the 
picturesque rustic judge. 

Its radio entertainment aspect put 
aside, ‘Love Is News’ may now be 
offered in evidence as a concrete ex- 
ample of why show biz sometimes 
has the jitters when the air sque 
off in 20 minutes—and on the cufi— 
the juice of a third of a million dol- 
lars in film production. That angle 
is more fully considered in a news 
story in the picture section of this 
issue. Land. 


“MIDNIGHT IN. MANHATTAN’ 
With Ed Fitzgerald, Joe ‘Tobin, 
Howard G. Barnes, Dave Driscoll, 
Roger Bower, Jerry Lawrence and 
Jeff Sparks. 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining, Monday, 12 Midnight 
WOR, New York 
Novel idea. Evidences a tremen- 
dous amount of preparation and 
bursting at the seams with show- 
manship. Chalk one up for the lads. 
Theme of ‘Midnight in Manhattan’ 
was to reveal how the other half 
lives. To put it over. two formulas 
were used. One announcer-painted 
word picture of night-time job and 
surroundings, etc. Other was to work 
in street interview angle. Methods 
were nicely combined. 


and huge chime bonging out hour of 
12, listener was taken to sidewalk in 
front of Astor hotel, where taxi 
horns, trolley bells and other street 
noises made realistic background for 
vox pop stuff. 

Then in order came, sessions from 
, police boat on the Hudson, Holly- 
wood Restaurant, Washington and 
‘Franklin sts., produce market, fire 
engine house, in the Sixth ave. sub- 
way excavation, telephone exchange, 


first tried to set the scene, then vox 
p°pned for explanations of work, 
etc. 

In some cases remarks sounded 
written and memorized, in others 
not, though some of the action was 
obviously faked. Generally effect 
was better when routine seemed set. 
In that case questions and answers 
were generally more inteNigent and 
to the point. Notable were Tobin's 
realistic description of the river at 
night, Bower’s catching correct note 
in the subway hole and Sparks’ re- 
venlins spiel in the hello gals’ den. 

In any ambitious show launching 
some faults are inevitable. But this 
one had wealth of good points, and 
flaws could be forgiven. If similar at- 
tempts are made in the future (and 
maybe they should be), WOR’s boys 
should seek punchier scripting. And 
the interviewers shouldn't echo vic- 
tims’ answers, 

Couple of off-side cracks by in- 
terviewees were fairly well passed 
off by the announcers. Everything 


one. Hobe. 


“OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS’ 
With Ranny Daly 
15 Min. 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 10 p.m. 
KFNT. Des Moines 
Handled exclusively by Rannv 


Dalv, program director for the Iowa 
Broadcasting System, this _ brain- 


ice program is chock full of humen 

jnterest since the interviews are with 

unemployed persons exclusively. 
Although the studios maintain a 


the prosnective employers, no names 
are used, the persons interviewed 
being merely ‘cases.’ 

In no instence is the person inter- 
viewed asked why he is out of work. 
Questions are aimed to brine out 
the unemployed’s past exverience 
and what-he or she considers enna- 
bilities for ddin#®-a-eertain kind of 
work. Also asked what other work 
he would consider in case he would 
be unable to secure the kind of pob 
wanted. 

On the night reviewed. Case A 
was a “rocery clerk: Case B. a wo- 
man office worker who had also hod 
experience as a housekeeper. and 
Case C. an all-round job printin« 
man. Through the studio it i 
claimed all three nersons had job 
by noon of the following day. 

Daly handled the questions with 
sinccrity and tact. but overlooked no 
opportunity to iniect humor where- 
ever it was possible. Following the 
first program, an additional 15 min- 
uies has been added and Daly wil! 
attempt to interview eight persons 
on each half-hour program 
the nersons to be interviewed al- 
resdyv booked throuvh April 14. 

Commercial placement firms’ atti- 
tude on this free employment avencv 
not reported. Moorhera 


with 


After introduction of clock ticking 


all-night diner and city room of the | 
Herald Tribune. In each, announcer | 


considered, lads rate bows on this | 


child in the nature of a public serv- | 


file on the persons for reference for | 


WNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
With John Held, Jr. 

30 Mins. 
PONTIAC 

Friday, 10:30 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 


(McManus, John & Adam) 


Pontiac in its shifts from campus 
to campus each week is tending to 
narrow the nature of its entertain- 
ment offering to elements and ap- 
peal that the public at large will not 
likely fancy. It’s become a home 
talent proposition, but without any 
question of individuals seeking for- 
tune, a la Bowes, and with small 
presumption of much interest to 
listeners not partisan to the colleges 
involved. Pontiac, of course, must 
be the judge of whether the numeri- | 
cal conglomerate of student bodies 
and families, faculty, alumni and 
miscellaneous friends are in extent 
an audience worthy of the cost of the 
program. Against any doubts the | 
fact is that with only John Held, Jr., | 
as a salaried personality, the pro- 
gram is probably relatively cheap 
from a talent and production stand- 
point. 

Programs all pretty much the same 
and by now monotonous to outsiders. 
All glee clubs sound alike, and 
whether it’s a student brass band for 
football games or a student sym-| 
phony orchestra for culture, or both, 
the contributions merely help fill} 
out the half hour without providing 
anything very snappy in popular 
entertainment. 

Granting that this is probably all 
that the average campus could offer | 
and the only formula that could fit | 
the available organized units of ex- 
tra curricular activities, it still seems 
that there is little production show- 
manship from the agency end. Pro- 
grams suggest not too much advance 
planning. Continuity is thin and 





without color; deadly serious 
throughout. An occasional effort at 
comedy through a_student-written 


and student-acted blackout has been 
made, as on this occasion. Results 
were fatuous and juvenile with a 
broad vein of smartaleck. 

University of Iowa night seemed, ' 
in advance, a real showmanship op- | 
portunity. Here was something off | 
the rutted path—a college with a 
| night club of its own on the campus 

'and with college talent. It was a 
| wide-open opportunity for showman- 
ship to go to town. And the way this 
was muffed might open up a lecture 
on the subject. It tipped off the 
whole routine of careless produc- 
, tion, the lack of change of pace, of 
emphasis, of climaxes, of treating 
| Iowa the saine as Podunk or Jelopy. 

Night club was casually mentioned, 
as was the fact. that it was a non- 
alcoholic spot. Instead of using this 

| made-to-order production device to 
create something memorable, instead 
| of following through and really tell- 
ing listeners something about the 
| night club, having the faculty ex- 
plain the whys and wherefores, hav- 
| ing students give their ideas, delv- 
ing into the thing for the rich human 
interest it obviously represents, 
| there was a tenor singing ‘My Wild 
| Irish Rose’ (without a glass of beer 
| in the house to catch the tears) and 
| a soprano coaching herself on ‘I’Jl 
Love You Always.’ Just that and 
| nothing else. 
_It wasn’t even made clear if the 
| Singers were students. Apparently 
there was no switchover to the night 
| club itself—more of doing it the easy 
|/way—but the whole thing was 
| broadcast from the college hall. 

No doubt there dre practical dif- 
ficulties in the shape of engineering 
inadequacies and faculty timidity. 
Even so, there is an absence of 

| strong-handed direction that is hold- 


_ing these programs to the minimum 
audience implicit in a_ collegiate 
series and not developing the mate- 
rial that does exist. Land. 


‘HAVE YOU HEARD?’ 
Edueational 

15 Mins. 

| Federal Project 
Tuesdays, 3:45 p.m. 
WIZ, New York 


U. S. Government, through Office 
of Education, Department of In- 
terior, and the Federal Radio Proj- 
ect, is backing this sustainer aired 
weekly over 48 NBC-blue stations 
across the land, and two Canadian 
broadcasters. Fact that the Yankees 
| are paying through taxes to supply 
the two Canuck stations with free 
entertainment for their listeners is 
rather a quaint one. 

Programs are designed 
‘to people curiosities of science— 
humans, animals, insects, topog- 
raphy, ete. Through a series of 13 
broadcasts each subject will be given 
a whirl. Whey caught, animals 
were dealt with—and not too inter- 
estingly. 

Chap billed ‘The Friendly Guide’ 
converses with a woman, describing 
the odd specimens as pair passes 
through what would seem to be a 
circus sideshow. Background 


to bring 


con- 


sists of a barker to announce each | 
new subject, and a squealing calliope | 


to lend atmosphere. Noises of a 
crowd also built into background. 
It's Bob Ripley stuff done in in- 
ferior manner. Whole object of 
program would seem not so much 
to qualify as strong entertainment, 
but to employ people. Added to 
| number already noted, there is large 
mixed chorus to warble period on 
("ec off ozone. 


Coming in Jull of afternoon as 
government-endowed show does, 
may get some Jisteners. Bert. 


a 





Radio Glorifies the Publishers 


‘Let Freedom Ring’ last Monday (15) over CBS was a pip builder- 
upper for freedom of the press. And tuned in without prior identi- 
fication, a casual listener might think the publishers had written 
and produced it instead of the government. Indeed, the several 
references in the continuity to the Supreme Court, as the consistent 
defender of freedom of press rights, sounded odd in view of the pre- 
vailing smoke. It established a pretty tight case for the utter fair- 
ness of the Office of Education. Historically, artistically and polit- 
ically, the Interior Dept. seems to have preserved its integrity. 

Since last heard, the production speed and grip appears to have 
hit its pace. Not known if direction has changed. Credited now to 
Nila Mac. Excellent dramatized bits, linked together by occasional 
explanations, told with memorable force the standout incidents in 
the long struggle of unfettering the printing presses and keeping 
them that way. Ended with a question about some of the current 
criticisms leveled at the publishers as an excuse for curbing the 

ress. 

r Candor of the final dialog might not have been okayed by pub- 
lishers had they actually staged this event, but otherwise the script 
presumably could have been on the Dupont ‘Cavalcade’ so far as 
echoing the sentiments that the newspaper fraternity ought to be 
glad to have publicized even by their detested contemporary—the 
radio. 











| ROYAL GELATIN 


i slightly a la Jack Benny-Mary Liv- | 





MILTON DOUGLAS & PRISCILLA | DEEMS TAYLOR 
Comedy With Rebert Armbruster Orch. 
6 Mins. Talk, Music 
| 30 Mins. 
| CORONET MAGAZINE 
| Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
(J. Walicr Thompson) | WOR, New York 
Comic duo hails from vaude| (B. B. D. & OW) 


where Douglas for some time had | WOR and three other towns on the 
a comic chatter act sprinkled with | wytyal loop get this program. Pro- 
stooges. Together with Priscilla| sram, as well as the ‘network,’ is 
(Mary Price) he’s lately been in| fexible and may change hereafter. 
units on RKO time. ._| Formula of the Coronet magazine 

In essaying a turn for Vallee, this | ¢5, its radio program is not unlike 
pair exhibited smoothness. Their! the magazine itself—sans formula. 
script had a couple of holes in it. | yy, hodge-podge. That is adopted as 
But iis batting average was pretty a virtue and certainly will permit 
high on laughs. And the delivery | neams Tavior ample elbow space. In 
was swell. the end it’s pretty apt to be Deems 

Patter Taylor commenting on the 
ingston. But with more gagging. ney pa Pag mo of reenactment 
Reading of the lines suave. Duo} a “Fs omy See tas 
sizes up as having distinct radio eteaek phate fs’ Weely to be. It’s 
pesniniiities. Bdge. smooth, suave, sophisticated. And the 
thread of novelty and humor is a 
lifter-upper out of the rut that other 


Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 


| 
employed. shows . styling | 


‘WHY COMIC STRIPS?’ 
With W. Laas, Frank Owen, Mal 


latest | 





Eaton, Vernon Green, Roland Coe 

and Sidney Hoff 
Symposium 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 

Laas is a syndicate editor, and the 
rest of the lads named above are 
comic strip or cartoon crayoners. 
They bunched together and vented 
some smoky spirals of spleen, tak- 
ing it out of their rivals and contem- 
poraries who draw blood-and-thun- 
der strip serials dealing with vicious 
villains, pseudo-science, straight and 
usually incredible adventure, and 
tear-jerking, pathetic philosophy. 

Seems the boys on this program 
think comic supplements in newspa- 
pers should spear for laughs, not try 
to frighten the kids—and many 
adults, too. Program wouldn’t have 
been bad had not the campaigners 
for comedy overdone it. 

Denunciations ‘at ‘times reached 
absurd stage. And some of the log- 
rolling the boys did for each other 
in their various marches before the 
mike tipped the mitt. : 

And the champions of comedy 
weren't at all comical over the air. 

Bert. 


‘WISHING RING’ 
With Betty Barton, Marguerite 

Werner, Rolland Thomas 
Household Hints 
15 Mins. 

SUN RAY’S WHEAT CEREAL 
Daily, 9:30 a.m. 
WXYZ, Detroit 

A meritorious household program 
with a new twist. Gets its name 
from the prolog, in which a_ hus- 
band and wife are conversing: lat- 
ter glances at wedding ring and 
makes three wishes ‘for hubby, son 
and home). 

Besides offering several recipes, 
Betty Barton gives and interprets 
a proverb, plus ways to cheer your- 
self and others. Her voice is clear 
and talks are very informal. Mar- 
gZuerite Werner turns in some nice 


organ numbers. Rolland Thomas 
patters with Miss’ Barton. and 
blurbs. Oke. Pete. 


‘LET’S TALK ABOUT STARS’ 
With Jack Mitchell, Jerry Cotter, 

Ray Freifelder, Bob Stokes 
15 Mins. 

Sunday, 1:45 p.m. 
WAAT, Jersey City 

Feeble stuff. Talks about sports, 
stage, screen and literary person- 
alities. Drawback is that little origi- 
nality has been shown in re-writing 
press blurb. Same applies to manner 
of recital by Messrs. Cotter, Frei- 
felder and Stokes. Jack Mitchell acts 
as announcer or master of cere- 
monies, and is smartest of four 
billed. 

Victor McLaglen is described as 
man of week in pictures by Bob 
Stokes; Kitty Carlisle’s background 
is painted by Jerry Cotter as repre- 
sentative of stage, while Ray Frei- 
felder poses as sports authority is 
relating facts about Fred Perry. 
Listener-getter for program is offer 
to supply two tickets to N. Y. or 
Jersey City theatres to 15 persons 
asking acceptable questions about 
stage, screen and sports celebs. 

Wear. 





magazines, dramatizing their current 
contents, have often followed. 

Slick example of not what's done, 
but how, was Ta~=lor’s break-down 
of Igor Stravinsky's music giving a 
strain or two, then sliding into a 
historic audience riot over its then 
radical character. That biz with the 
various instruments, topped by the 
gentle giggle, is the build-up for the 
triangle-player te get in a crescendo 
beat. Taylor has Robert Armbruster’s 
house men to work with. They are 
good radio musicians and, jointly, it 
is to be anticipated that some 
amusing stunts may be hatched. 

Indeed Deems Taylor at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday should divert plenty of 
listeners to WOR, even those who 
perhaps do not ordinarily care for 
radio. His appeal is above the corny 
level. Radio usually shies away 
from that kind of a compliment, but 
for a magazine like Coronet it’s no 
objection. To the contrary, it’s a 
strengthener; for the great’ un- 
washed would not be good prospects 
for a two-bit mag filled with odds 
and ends of etchings, essays, contro- 
versy and the general spill-over from 
Esquire. 

Broadcast trade will probably 
watch the Deems Taylor program 
with particular care. It’s a laboratory 
test in a sense. First because there's 
no particular pattern. Second, be- 
cause the tone and level are essen- 
tially above the monotonous pitch 
of radio in general. 

Tie-up commercially is tight and 
frequent. Page 80. page 62, »etc.. 
mentioned. ‘Does Milk Cause Cancer 
is brought out as a question that will 
be an attention-getter and a dispute- 
breeder: all spelling word-of-mouth 
for Coronet. Sponsor offers $10 for 
listeners who send in commercials 
acceptable for broadcasting. Land. 


‘TELL US YOUR STORY’ 
With Arline Blackburn, 
Zerbe, John Brewster 

Drama 

15 Mins. 

WYANDOTTE CLEANSER 
Tu.-Thur.-Sat.; 2 P.M. 
WIR, Detroit 


(N. W. Ayer) 


A variation of the ‘true story’ type, 
this 15-minute program presents a 
complete episode from the lives of 
listeners at each airing. Originates 
in N. Y., but is heard over only 11 
CBS stations, including WJR. Script- 
ed by Lillian Lowans. 

Good casting, plus fact $25 prize 
is awarded each listener whose ‘true 
life episode’ is used, makes it oke 
mid-afternoon fare for the femmes. 
Continuity is meritorious. and pro- 
duction moves swiftly. So swiftly, 
in fact, that on program caught (2) 
coupla important details of story 
were lopped off. 

Nothing new about the story—con- 
cerning a gal who spurned the love 
of a boy back home because he 
wasn’t making enough money; went 
to the big city and wed a fella with 
do-re-mi, only to have his boiler 
factory and money blow up, and 
then settled down to live on the 
same wages. the boy back home 
earned. But it’s interesting even 
though old stuff. 





Lawson 








Blurbing short and pointed. Pete. 


— 
—_——= 


NELLIE REVELL 

With Jack Pearl, Hareld Levy’s Or- 
chestra 

Interviews 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 5 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 


This series (9) has Nellie Revell 
back at interviews for which her 
newspaper training gives her A-1 
qualifications. Formula is similar to 
those used on her previous radio in- 
terview stints, and sizes up as one 
of the few question-and-answer for- 
ums that holds any real water. 
There’s a good mixture of verbiage 
which rests on sound trade founda- 
tions, as well as a right amount of 
the gushy stuff that baits the fan 
| tuner-inners. 

Banter with Jack Pearl had the 
| latter drop his dialect and spiel in 
straight English. Questions pro- 
| pounded by Miss Revell phrased so 
as to bring out Pearl’s history, siart 
|in the theatre, etc—all of which in- 
volved sidelights on the show biz not 
ordinarily incorporated into intecr- 
views. Other nifties included the 
|origin of Pearl’s tag-line ‘Vas you 
there, Sharlie?’ and his use of the 
Baron character. Pearl wound up 
singing a ditty he used to sing in 
his early stage days. Nice close. 

Always a strong mail-puller, Miss 
| Revell in her new series should 
|}again get the scribblers busy. It’s 
| that type of thing. Harold Levy's 
NBC orchestra ladled out the open- 
ing and closing music. Edga. 
‘PROFESSOR QUIZ’ 
| Novelty 
| 30 Mins. 

NASH-KELVINATOR 

Saturdays, 8 p. m. 

WABC, New York 
(Geyer-Cornell-Newell) 


Nice stuff for the conservative 
dialers who hug the hearthsides on 
Saturday evenings, instead of pretty- 
ing up and partying. This type of 
program is probably right on the 
nose for the available audience. 

‘Quiz’s’ identity is hidden from 
|; public. Five volunteers are ranged 
before the mike and pelted with 
cerebrum-cracking questions, chiefly 
of the ‘trick’ sort. Those quizzed 
rotate, and one scoring highest on 
correct answers bags $25, runner-up, 
$15. 

‘Quiz’ has pair of pipes at once 
affable and authoritative. 

Arthur Godfrey comes up from 
Columbia-owned WJSV, Washington, 
D. C., to croak the commercials, has 
a ‘you all’ Dixie accent quite novel, 
and the copy handed him is crisp. 
Idea for program originated on 
WJSV little more than a year ao, 
whence it was brought to the big 
Burg. 

Naturally, couple contests threaded 
in. one for best questions submitted, 
other on a Nash-Kelvinator promo- 
tion. Bert. 








FRONT PAGE PATROL 
With Arthur Utt 

30 Mins. 

GENERAL GROCER CO. 
Sun., 1:15 p.m. 

KMOX, St. Louis 

Patterned somewhat along March 
of Time program, Front Page Patrol, 
originating in KMOX, provides 
drama and comedy of high type and 
is one of most attractive programs 
produced in this studio, Identity of 
players is not announced. All do a 
nice job and honors also go to Arthur 
Utt, organist, who furnished appro- 
— music in okay style through- 
out. 

Producers stress St. Louis events 
for dramatization and during show 
caught three of five events which 
were those that occurred locally and 
were timely to people in this neck 
of the woods. After a brief commer- 
cial about Manhattan coffee which is 
distributed by General Grocer Co. 
and has a swell tie-up with public 
schools through which uniforms are 
given boys for safety patrol duty at 
school corners and wrist watches to 
those bringing in largest number of 
votes found in cans of coffee, pro- 
gram starts off with plent of zip. 

First sketch was that of two young 
bandits who committed 15 holdups 
| here in seven days and were later 
slain in a pistol duel with detectives, 
one of whom was mortally wounded. 
Robberies and shooting were vividly 
| acted, and while no moral was 
| preached, there was a definite con- 
jclusion on the dialer’s part that 
‘crime doesn’t pay.’ Sahu. 





MILTON J. CROSS 
‘Raising Your Parents’ 
Advice to Children 
.30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturdays, 10:15 a. m. 
WJZ, New York 

An intelligent kiddie show. de- 
signed to be of some help to tots of 
grade-school age. Cross, the an- 
nouncer, circles himself with half a 
dozen or so youngsters of both sexes, 
and guides their discussions of prob- 
lems that perplex ’em. 
_ Sort of shapes the kids’ chatter 
into right channels to solve typical 
juve troubles, such as_ inferiority 
complexes, over-active imaginations. 
varying slices of pies, comic strips. 
co-operation with brothers and sis- 
ters in respective households, etc. 

Letters from listening youngsters 
are read, and the Cross’ collection of 
moppets thrash out the perplexities 
of their correspondents. 

Program is good idea, and one th: 
will get parents’ unqualified as 

ert. 
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AVAN LOIS WILSON ‘ , RTIN ORCH 
MARGARET SULL ) LILA LEE PRETTY KITTY KELLY PAUL MA . 
‘Stage Door’ (excerpt) With Frozini, Jimmy Ballister, Jeff | With Lou Merrill, Joseph Kearns,| With Arline Blackburn, Florence | And JOHNNY O'BRIEN 
A. & P. Sparks Selwyn Meyers, Mary Forrest, Malone, Charles Webster, Charles | Instrumental 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 15 Mins. Angus Cairns Slattery, Clayton Collyer 30 Mins. 
WABC, New York WINX Dramatic Serial Sustaining 
(Paris & Peart) bg 3 =. . 30 Mins. 15 Mins. ary § ag - 
vn ; : , New Yor SILVERWOOD CLOTHING STORE| CONTINENTAL BAKING /3Z, New Yor 
directly alluding to the : ‘ . ’ eer ee 
eg that closes fhe legit (Hudson) Thurs., 9:30 P. M. Daily; 6:45 p.m. A couple of Coast (San Francisco) 





show so that its star may retire to | 
prospective motherhood, the Kate 
Smith continuity delicately made 
capital of the fact for those who 
follow their show biz chatter col- 
umns. Indeed, Miss Smith was 
verbally lifting the star up and 
down the curbstones and telling the 
taxi to drive slowly. There was a 
definite delicacy in her greeting and 
her final ‘good luck’ farewell. 

All of which is good showman- 
ship. And this program, that set 
itself the traditionally tough task 
of opposing the Standard Brands’ 
variety hour, has been steadily 
moving ahead on showmanship 
values which it plays up to the hilt. 

On this stanza, for example, there 
was a salute by Miss Smith to the 
Girl Scouts of America now in the 
observation of 25 years of whoop- 
ing it up for wholesome fun. Later, 
Miss Smith anticipated St. Patrick's 
Day with a ballad, the lyrics of 
which make John McCormack seem 


luke-warm in his enthusiasm for 
Erin. : ; 
‘Stage Door’ was just a_ so-so 


piece for radio. Visualization of the 
scene chosen—the midnight audition 
of the actress at the Footlights Club 
—was, of course, lacking and with- 
out the poignancy of the situation 
adequately conveyed by radio’s nar- 
rative devices the scene was not as 
wallopy as upon the boards. Miss 
Sullavan gave nice performance 
and has no microphone troubles. 
Radio programs ordinarily—Lux 
is another example—seldom like to 
take the trouble or time to mention 
the supporting players. This seems 
a retrogression of professional stan- 
dards of courtesy and one custom 
of the legit that might graciously 
be borrowed. Especially by 
Smith, who is the embodiment 
thoughtfulness and generous 
ing out of credits. Certainly many 
of the listeners who will be at- 
tracted to a program by a legit per- 


of 
pass- 


sonality must have some familiarity | 


with lesser players. Land. 





*MASTERPIECES OF MELODY’ 
With James Burroughs, Raine Ben- 

nett, Wesley Tourtellotte 
15 Mins. 
CALIFORNIA PACKING CO. 
Tuesday, 7:15 p. m. 
KECA( Los Angeles. 

(Charles Mayne) 

Just a harmless little filler, 
ay headed anywhere 
ar. 
an organ around here so long that 
it’s quite a novelty to hear a com-| 
mercial spieled while his foot is still 
on the pedal. Burroughs has been 
tenoring equally as long. Bennett's | 
stentorian tones are not unfamiliar 
to domestic auricles. 

That’s the talent setip. Bank- 
rolier markets Masterpiece brand of | 
canned eats, so there’s a contest tied | 
in that dovetails with the monicker. 
Bennett gives a few facts about a 
bridge spanning the bay at Frisco 
and the auditors are supposed to 
guess what masterpiece of engineer- 
ing this represents. For correct an- 
swer on the back of a label the 
sponseor hangs up a reward of two 
cans of tomato juice. Considering 
that two cans of the reddish liquid 
can be bought for 15c., it won't kick 
up much excitement. Helm. 


that 
in particu- 


MOWRY LOWE 

Street Interviews 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 12:30 p.m. 
WEAN, Providence, R. I. 

While this ‘Man on the Street’ pro- | 
gram is no novelty, its importance | 
here is not to be minimized. Long 
notorious as a town where radio. 
showmanship has been found lack- | 
ing, this 15 minute broadcast is get- | 
ting plenty of comment here because 
the natives here have never had the 
opportunity to see anything like it at 
close distance. 

Conducted by Mowry Lowe, 
WEAN ’s ace announcer, it’s at pres- 
ent non-commercial. Mike is in same | 
spot each day, in front of Crown | 
Hotel, housing WEAN studios. It’s a | 
busy spot, and couple of hundred 
persons congregate every day. Lowe | 
keeps the program going at a peppy | 
pace, interloping the various com- 
ments with gags to keep the crowds 
amused. 

Those interviewed get guest tickets 
to Strand theatre. Marcello. 





GEORGE STONE 
Dialectician 
5 Mins. 
FORD DEALERS 
Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

(N. W. Ayer) 

Stone has been snagging attention 
with his unusual comedy warbling 
and satiric imitations. 
week, he was confined to single ap- 
pearance, which he devoted to rapid- 
fire rendition of ‘opera,’ glorifying 


cent. Quite humorous. Stone rattled | 
for five minutes with scarcely a 
Pause for a breath-gasp. 
Incidentally, there is on the Pearce 
show one, Bill Comstock. not even 
rilled last week, who did a nifty 
bed takeoff on a femme airlane | 
ulinary adviser, Bert. | 


; 


Miss | 


Tourtellotte has been pumping | will 


Caught last | 


Simple program formula for a 15- 
minute sales ballyhoo on behalf of a 


Woolworth specialty—Winx mascara. | 


There's a solo instrumentalist, Fro- 
zini, to do the push-pull on an ac- 


cordion; a tenor, Jimmy Ballister, to | 


vary the music; a chummy an- 
nouncer, Jeff Sparks; finally a guest 


star. Program was probably in luck 
Sunday. Lois Wilson may be as- 
sumed to be better than a cufio 


guestee stanza such as this can ordi- 
narily obtain. 

Jeteran of 
wood, the 


Paramount and Holly- 
actress about 


is to open 
on Broadway in a stage play. Name 


of play and of theatre were amply | 


publicized in the froth of one of 
those interviews. However, both 
Miss Wilson and her inquisitor were 
not too heavy, too verbose nor too 
fan-gushy. 

All in all, not a bad example of 
doing quite a good deal with a mod- 
erate talent budget. Land. 


‘’'VE GOT AN IDEA’ 
With Roch Ulmer 
Doherty 
Inventions 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis 
Talk about radio picking daffodils. 
this baby has ‘em all licked’ and 
should land a sponsor pronto. 
Thing starts with sound effect of 
knocks on a door. ‘Come in; what'll 
you have?’ asks Ulmer. Responds 
victim No. 1: ‘I've got an idea’—and 
then the fun‘starts. 
Just as everybody thinks he has in 
his cranium the makin’s of the Great 


and ‘Judge’ 


American Novel, so do beaucoup 
bozos think they’re Edisons. or 
Luther Burbanks. Studio handles 


the stint with a straight face; if the 
listeners laugh, that’s no one’s fault. 
Some of the gadgets and doodads de- 


scribed (each by its own inventor) 
;are as nutty as Rube Goldberg’s 


cartoons, and with the spielers un- 
accustomed to the mike, they’ve got 
it all over Bowes’ so-called amateurs 
for spontaneity and genuine guffaws. 

One stanza caught had a fellow 
describing his rocking chair without 
rockers. Another had a non-tippable 
garbage c n, and when asked why 
his brain-child was desirable, he 
cracked that every dog in the 
neighborhood thinks the neighbor's 
garbage is better than that in his 
own can—and using his invention 
save your yard from getting 
messed up. 

All embryo Edisons bring their 
inventions into the studio with them 
and give a running description 
their gadgets as they put them to- 
gether for the announcer to see in 
their entirety. One bloke had a toy: 
a tiny pig jumping rope, which 
looks like a natural for next Christ- 
mas. There was a nailless horseshoe, 
‘for horses with tender hooves’ the 
creator anxiously explained. 

‘Judge’ Doherty, a studio stooge 
with a trick moniker, winds up with 
a nifty spiel about 1937 being the 
100th anniversary of the U. S. Patent 
Office. and impresses the audience 
that little inventions can change 
our. daily living habits. Cites as ex- 
amples the hook and eye, button and 
button-hole. the mirrer, and winds 
up facetiously in stressing how many 
tragedies have been prevented by 
that precious little invention, the 
safety pin. 

Joe Meyers. former newsman now 
doing promotional stunts for KSTP, 
and who has developed this program, 
says instead of running low on in- 
ventors, the woods are full of ’em in 
this terriotry. Rash. 


‘ROCHESTER PERSONALITIES’ 
With LeVere Fuller 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WSAY, Rochester 

Pioneer days in the city’s life live 
again in these sketches of leading 
‘personalities of yesteryear.’ His- 
tory and biography furnish the ma- 
terial and LaVere Fuller has a flair 
for choosing dramatic and revealing 


incidents as well as delivering them | 


effectively over the air. 

Jonathan Childs, Rochester's first 
mayor. provided material for two 
broadcasts. the first on his social 
life. the second on his political ca- 
reer. Material in the first was re- 
viewed in a nutshell to provide set- 
ting for the second. Musical 
duction effective in helping to catch 


‘the spirit of the earlier days. 


Mayor Childs was pictured as a 


man of highest ideals, whose mind 
once made up was unswerving In 
purpose. This was built up to the 


dramatic highlight of his resignation 
in midterm because the city council 
insisted on granting a number of 
liquor licenses. The mayor held a 
question of morals was involved, 
while the council insisted people 
could not be made abstainers by pro- 


| hibition. 
the Ford V8 in a distorted Russe ac- | 


Series should appeal on educa- 
tional as well as entertainment basis 
and add to WSAY’'s prestige as 
strictly Rochester station. Program 
affords almost limitless field of good 


material. ‘Trailer’ at close announces 
three broadcasts on Col. Nathaniel 
Rochester, for whom the city was 


named. Cord. 


of | 


intro- | 





' KECA, Los Angeles 
(Jefferson K. Wood) 


is to bring to radio Lila Lee, a long 
a name in pictures. Although the 
opener, Bret Harte’s ‘Rose 


| 


spots, Miss Lee acauitted herself 


|; commendably and may yet find her | 


metier among the kilocycles. She 
has an easy mike presence and mod- 


ulates her voice for best results 
Her dramatic flair must wait anothei 
vehicle as the Harie classic does not 
allow ample expression of her tal- 
ents. 

Glan Heisch had plenty of leeway 
is to bring to radio Lila Lee, long 
the robust dramatics of a mining 
camp, but he elected insiead to kee» 
the production within its romantic 
bounds. This, perhaps, to allow Mics 
Lee to demonstrate her canabilitie 
|} and to give her as fat a part as pos- 
sible. Jcanne Wood did the adapia- 
tion. 


IS 


Drama themed to ‘I Love You, 
California,” composed bv the founder 


of the outfit bankrollins. Nicely 
| spotted for a late hour when it can 
be enioved while relaxins. Helm. 


| Follow-Up Comment 


for 
Pappy, 

program, 
pattern of 
the Palace 


Burns and Allen were guests 
F. Wall's Armstrong, Alma 
on the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
and rambled on in that 


lunacy that has shoved 


| next-to-shut vets into the millionaire | 
last Fri- | 


department. Hou. program 
|day (9 was loaded with names. 
| Tyrone Power. Loretta Young. John 
| Qualen (see review, ‘Love Is News’) 
were delivered by Louella Parsons 
as was Oscar Strauss, the songman 
from Austria. Finally there were 
Frances Langford dnd Fred Mac- 
Murray. 

Both acts of the full hour were 
| snappily paced and each held what 
| it takes to hold ears. MacMurray is 
|maturing as a performer with a 
| rapidity that may escape many since 
|he alwavs had abundant self-confi- 
| dence. He does a mite of tenoring. 
too. Again, also, it may be noted 
that both in the lines written by or 
for her, and in her recent delivery 
| thereof, Miss Parsons lightening 
| and easing up. 


is 


Green Bros. marimba orchestra 
kicks out in ye old style with warm- 
melodyed, mallet music at noon, 
| prompt, on the NBC red Sundays. 
| It’s waker-upper stuff of charm. An 





| easy musical idiom, the padded stick 
|}stanza is away from the newer 
| modes in pops but might well make 
|a welcome variant if inserted in 
mid-evening. Especially for a com- 
| mercial sandwiched in between sam- 
ples of the swingier dancemen. 


Noticeable improvement in script- 
ing for Ed Wynn's early Saturday 
night slot over NBC. Strong pace set 
for last several weeks has brightened 
whole program and enabled the 
‘pertect fool’ to resume his place 
with the comedy leaders. Broadcast 
also better timed and routined.. 





Canada feeds to Mutual Monday 
nights an attractive musical session 
bearing the title ‘Rendezvous’ (soon 
to end) which differs enough from 
American radio music to be welcome 
as a change of diet. Bespeaking lots 
of rehearsal and solid musicianship, 
the Montreal entertainment runs to a 
| rich semi-classical character with an 
| organized chorus working in and 
with the orchestra. Names are an- 
;}nounced but appear to be French, 
and few Americans would undertake 
|} to snell out those slurred syllables. 

Salute to St. Patrick (with an- 
nouncements dual in English and 
French) included the internationally 
|standard ‘When _ Irish Eyes 








are 
| Smiling’ as well as other items. 
|Whole program is handsomely 


| dished out and is a worthy spokes- 
man in the U. S. A. for Canadian 
showmanship which, while conserv- 
ative, definitely substantial. 

| ocean 


Dick Himber's music 


1S 


richness on the Studebaker program. 


' 

| Small risk of tune-off there. once 
ithe dial finds the progranmt. Stude- 
| baker meanwhile is passing out a 


| sedan each week on a melody-guess- 
ing plus a slogan-writing hook-up. 
| All the mail goes to sponsor in South 
Bend—to the probable relief of sta- 
itions and network. 


‘Vic and Sade,’ comedy sketches 


of typical small-town family life, 
are being introduced to night audi- 


ences by P. & G. for Ivory Flakes. 
Sketch series has been morning and 
afternoon broadcast by same spon- 
sors for Crisco for sometime. Proc- 
ter & Gamble are using ‘Vic and 
Sade’ at 7:45 and again at 10 p.m., in 
|two different skits, each Wednesday 


| night. 

| Nice writing and skillful acting 
lof trio that has ingratiated prog- 
| ram with day-time tunners-in 


|should grab results on night shows. 
| Use of old sketches (those formerly 
employed in day spots) perhaps is 
questionable showmanship (raises 
the point if the author is getting 





Object of this series of drama bits | 


| cakes. 
of Tuo- | 
|lomne’ lacked pace and dragged in 


| to 


| caught 


is lush with | 


WABC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Adventure _ series plugging 
Wonder Bread and _ Hostess cup 
Bearing down on the young- 
sters who presumably influence dad 
and mother to buy the product. 
There may be some adult appeal 
here, but it’s mostly juve. stuff, 
Timed to catch some families at 
dinner. 

Dialog and 
repetitious. 
nightly serie 


is 


be 


action inclined to 
the 


Each chapter’ in 
concentrates on get- 
ting over one point Hints and 
clues are crammed into the script 
o not even the waitre (commut- 
g to the kitchen) should be 
follow. Chapters 
wallop for suspense to ensur¢ 
peat audience In other 
it’s workmanlike scripting 
Leaning heavily on the Erin-go- 
bragh type of appeal, story se 
kedded to relate adventure: 
Amerviea of Kitiy, a raw lassie 
the auld sod. Windup of show 
(10) had her about to de- 
berk at New York after some skull- 
Cuggery involving the ship captain, 


til able 
end with 


re- 


respects 


ms 
nh 
from 


ship doctor and Mrs. Megram. Mike, 
the captain’s on, was heavily 
| planted into the ‘ript as Kitty's 
uture heart throb 
Cast is satisfactory, if the supe: 
thick Irish brogue isn’t inspected 
too closely. Distinctive voices kecp 


the different characters recogniz- 
|able. On the basis of this one ses- 
| sion, ‘Kitty’ seems able to deliver 
| the goods. Show is replacing ‘Ren- 
frew of the Mounted,’ another 
| thriller serial. 

Two commercials on the show. 


Opener is dramatized one with hos- 
tess explaining how — she just 
couldn't keep house without Hostess 
Cup Cakes. Closing is straight plug. 


| Hobe. 

| 

| — — —_ 

| CHARLES K. FIELD (‘CHEERIO’') 
| With Russ Gilbert, Lovina Gilbert, 


Pat Kelly, Jerri Riegger and Har- 
rison Isles Orch. 

| Readings and Music 

|60 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

Monday throuvh Saturday, 8:30 a. m. 
WEAF, New York 


A sa has been conducting his 
courses in mental and spiritual up- 
lift for ten years and NBC expanded 
his early a. m. period to double its 
length for the 10th 
anniversary. Expansion wasn't a 
good idea, the cheerfulness chatter 
weakening long before the end. Also, 
program proved bit too self-con- 
gratulatory. (NBC prez Lenox Lohr, 
among others, spoke briefiy, heaping 
plenty praise on the vet sustainer.) 

Stuff continues fine for 
elderly hearthside-huggers and_ the 
syrupy sentimental, spraying out 
the insviration in the manner it does 
—with all pores open. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert are baritone 
and soprano, respectively; Kelly a 
typical Irish tenor; Miss Riegger a 
sultry-throated lark. The orc is just 
a small ensemble, but adequate. 


Cageful of canaries chirp pleas- 
antly as background. Bert. 


| usual half-hour 


shut-ins, 


paid for repeat). Now one of out- 
standing homey humor sketches on 
air. 





Aunt Emily’s Life Stories, spon- 
sored by Spry over CBS, took a di- 
rect, though perhaps unconscious, 
slap at the preceding Columbia show, 
George Rector’s Cooking Talk, 
Philips Soups, one day last week. Im- 
mediately following Rector’s broad- 
cast on how to prepare a fish sauce, 
‘Aunt Emily,’ in a dialogue with An- 
nouncer Fred Uttal, 
it takes a woman to tell 
about cooking.’ 


a woman 


| 
the networks usually take care to 


avoid. Some local stations are less 
careful in watching for copy which 
carries finger-pointing implications. 


week from Chicago, where he ad- 
| dressed the Fourth Annual Women’s 
Congress sponsored by the Tribune. 
| Announced that the first Rector res- 
taurant was situated in Chicago and 
| that Rector had spoken to ten million 
| people there during the Century of 
| Progress Exposition. Although Ree- 
|tor miked from Chicago, the pro- 
gram opened and closed in Colum- 
bia’s New York studios. 





Fred Niblo, who takes time out at 
jthe halfway mark on the WPA Pro- 
fessional Parade over the NBC blue 
to salute various celebrities (includ- 
ing picture stars) and anniversaries, 
|gave a panegyric last week on John 
D. Rockefeller, Sr.. approaching his 
98th birthday, and on John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr. Speaking of the Rockefel- 
ler benevolences, totaling more than 
one billion dollars, Niblo said that 
John D. Sr’s greatest single benefac- 


jtion to humanity was John D. Jr.., 
who will carry on after the inevit- 
lable passing of the founder of the 
largest fortune in world history. 
iNiblo mentioned the contribution 
jmade by Rockefeller Center, from 


one of whose buildings the broadcast 
flashed across the country. Ivy Lee 


j}couldn't have written it better. 


‘impress each other (woe 
| Ras’) 
,each other up they may also be the 


| ‘chasers. 


for | 
| where 


‘Break’ was one of the kind which | 


Rector did one CBS breadcast last | 


matinee sustainers normally worthy 
of individual reviews. Reason for 
combining them is that one follows 
the other, they’re both presumably 
out of KGO, and this aerial meeting 
was entirely accidental anyway. So 
much so that Martin was half way 
through his session before this wan- 
dering dial bumped into him. Neither 
program offered any information on 
future broadcasts, another reason for 
eettine it off the chest now. 


Both combinations were okay 
Monday afternoon (15). Paul Mar- 
{tn paced the session with his or- 
chestra and a vocal male trio His 


arranvements are outstanding in fea- 


turing an electric guitar, accordion 
and the way the brass is handled. 
On this occasion it was mostly sweet 
ond good, unto the extent of remind- 
ing of another Frisco band which 

emed to come out of nowhere a 
few years ago—Meredith Willson. In 
Martin’s case no hotel affiliation is 
mentioned, hence presumption is 
that it’s a studio combination. 


Martin makes his tunes attractive 
by inserting a definite amount of 
color while able to plead not guilty 
to violating the melody. It’s sooth- 
ing to the ear and easy to take, 
Vocel threesome is also standard, 
though not as apt to catch immediate 
attention. Suggestion is that another 
15 minutes, or a half hour in all, 
wouldn't be a strain on anyone. 

On what was heard here there is 
every reason to believe Martin is 
ready for a national commercial, as 
in the case of Willson, it is obvious 
that these Coast bands really try. On 
the other hand, Martin may already 
have a sponsor under another name. 
Who can keep track of a band? But 
taking this bunch at face value, it 
needs little or no crystal gazing to 
relate that they are ready and un- 
doubtedly willing. 

Right behind Martin comes Johnny 
O’Brien. harmonica player, backed 
by The Swingeroos. Suspicion is that 


| this latter group is a holdover combo 


from Martin’s orchestra 


which im- 
mediately precedes. As their title 
implies they’re hot, and so _ is 


O'Brien. 
he said 
him it’s 


For the latter all that need 
is that he knows how. With 

mostly a matter of tune 
selection, and he might give that 
more attention than was apparent 
on this occasion. He did a train imi- 
tation, ‘thereby becoming just an- 
other harmonica vlayer, as a build- 
up to ‘Alabamy. Bound.’ Somebody 
had a guilty conscience about it for 
a kidding apology by the announcer 
introduced the railroad mimicking. 
O'Brien may consider. himself in 
the showers on these sustainers, but 
he’d do himself a favor if he stayed 
in there pitching because when he 
wants to go to market he can carry 
that basket. 

While O’Brien is between numbers 
the Swingeroos place a fiddle on the 


fire alongside of a boiling guitar. 
It’s in the Al Jockers menner and 
nice when the melody is there. But 


musicians have a habit of tryin’ to 
is ‘Tiver 
and while they’re breaking 


only ones left in the theatre. The- 
atre men and musicians each have 
’ but the musicians haven't 
found that out. An involved wav of 
saying that the further this fiddler 


| stays away from technical fingering 


the better. Like O'Brien, it’s again 
the matter of being choosey in pick- 
ing the ditty. 

O'Brien and his Swinveroos have 
hit upon an attention getting theme 
and are capable of living up to it. 
If they can strike a balance some- 
between those corny imita- 
tions and tryine to kill each other 
the result should have its commer- 


| cial rainbow. 
said ‘What do | 
you, as a man, know about cooking— | 


CHICAGO SYMPHONY HOUR 
With Roy Shield’s Symphony Orches- 
tra, Vivian della Chiesa, Edward 

Davies, Charles Sears, Noble Cain's 

A Capella Choir, Mundelein Col- 

lege Verse-Speaking Choir, Carle- 

ton Smith. 
Concert Music 
60 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 10:00 p. m. CST 
WENR, Chicago 

New full hour, in its first appear- 
ance reached heights and also bot- 
tom. Show, with everything in the 
way Of fine talent at its beck and 
call, is an outstanding example of 
lack of showmanship. 

As far as the music is concerned, 
it was great. Orchestra and singers, 
alike, gave performances which were 
tiptop. True, these same singers are 
regular attractions on a seemingly 
limitless number of other NBC sus- 
fainers, but here they were sur- 
rounded by the atmosnhere in which 
they belong. By what reasoning, 
however, the producers of the show 
saw fit to keep the names of the 
selections a secret from the listeners 
is a mystery. Edward Davies, sing- 
ing the ‘Credo’ from ‘Othello,’ has a 
right to have it mentioned, and his 
listeners have a right to know what 
he’s singing; not because it’s Edward 
Davies, but because the selection 
itself is important. Probably 90 ner 


cent of the audience know neither 
the name nor the source of such 
j music, 


This doesn’t mean that long tech- 
(Continued on page 34) 
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nical descriptions are necessary. It 
wouldn’t be interesting obviously to 
an average listener to hear ‘the first 
theme is pianissimo, with an octave 
passage for all strings, and bassoons, 
another part following in the wind 
instruments, and announced fortis- 
simo in full orchestra.’ Nor is such 
description wanted. 

Taking the ‘Credo’ as an example, 
all that needs be said is the name, 
the name of,the opera, and that Iago, 
having just sent Cassio out to seduce 
Desdemona, if necessary, to get the 
help he wants, is alone and ration- 
alizes his action with the ‘Credo,’ 
his bitter, sneering philosophy of 
life, and the rottenness of man. Such 
description puts the listener on the 
‘inside,’ it makes him in the know, 
and, basically, it is the same psychol- 
ogy which supports fan magazines. 
The continuity doesn’t have to be 
long; 25 or 30 words will do it, and 
it can be slipped in, with the musical 
MMHtroduction faded down, and, if 
necessary, extended, since the intro- 
duction is usually in the same mood 
as the description. 

Spots on which Carleton Smith 
did the commentating could well be 
left in, but a different commentator 
should probably be spotted. If Smith 
did the writing of the continuity, he 
should be allowed to continue that, 
and be given mention for it, but the 
delivery is not so hot. Stuff, itself, 
was light, and packed with subtle 
humor, the kind that sinks into the 
memory. 

Program includes the Mundelein 
College Verse-Speaking Choir. Noth- 
ink like it has been heard since the 
George White girls used to open the 
‘Scandals’ by coming down to the 
foots, to talk in unison. But the 
Scandal girls were good, and they 
didn’t try to get ‘arty’ effects. And, 
besides, if you didn’t want to listen, 
you could still look. Here, all you 
can do is to dial out, an alternative 
which a good many thousands proh- 
ably took, On the other hand, the 
Verse Chorus has been hailed in 
some quarters as an advance in 
radio technique. So, what! 

With those faults taken care of, 
and Charles Sears, Vivian della 
Chiesa, Edward Davies, and Noble 
Cain’s a Capella Choir allowed to do 
the same type numbers they did on 
this first show, and Roy Shield’s 
fine orchestra given a little more to 
do, without benefit of vocalists, this 
symphonic hour will be competition. 
Showmanship, alone, is lacking. But 
sadly. 





Amsterdamers Back Moore 


Amsterdam Chorus, backgrounders 
on Firestone program, have been set 
to chorus for Grace Moore when she 
bows on the Nash program with 
Vincent Lopez. Group will remain 
on show as long as Miss Moore stays 
in N, Y. 

Cavaliers, male quartette, sold to 
J. W. Thompson for the Shell Oil 
show. Both groups booked by Am- 
sterdam Artists Service. 





GLENN HUNTER 
Recitation 

6 Mins. 
KOLYNOS 
Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
WABC, New York 


(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


Hunter, legit trouper who attained 
star rating dozen years ago in couple 
of plays, has been rather inactive 
last several seasons, with most of 
his trys tripped up due to flop shows 
he appeared in. Any practical radio 
spotting would be in dramatizations; 
guesting on this variety show, he 
recited poem “The Old Song,’ semi- 
sentimental shortie by Charles Kings- 
ley. Required only one minute. 

Hunter was guilty of a rare radio 
fault, overstressing his enunciation 
to extent he sounded several times 
as though he were a tyro taking his 
rudiments in public-address course 
at a high school. Bert. 


‘SHORT STORIES OF THE AIR’ 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins, 
VAN CURLER FOOD PRODUCTS 
WGY, Schenectary 

(A2irondack) 

Series of playlets, written by 
Harry A. Earnshaw, of ‘Chandu’ 
fame, and waxed in Hollywood by 
his Radio Productions Co., is heard 
here on a Monday night program ad- 
vertising a new brand of coffee. 
Java is handled by a string of 
Schaffer Stores and Empire Com- 
munity Markets, cooperating in 
radio exploitation (a five-minute, in- 


flesh feature, ‘Your Coffee Maker,’ is | 


also broadcast thrice weekly). 

Platters which carry a tasty brew 
for lovers of the thrilling and the 
macabre, should be an _ effective 
medium for a variety of local spon- 
sors. Each one telling a complete 
story, they can be understood and 
enjoyed by first-time listeners. This 
is a point in the series’ favor, even 
if some of the sustained interest 
built up through serials is sacrificed. 

Workmanlike job has been done on 
the scripting and staging. First 
platter turntabled the grisly yarn of 
‘Doctor Massakof’ and the temporary 
revivification of a dead man. Second, 
‘Fancy Meeting You Here,’ of the 
‘Cheating Cheaters’ genre; ‘English 
Harry,’ pseudo British nobleman. 
relieves a girl crook on the pretense 
he is Detective Tom Valentine in- 
cognito, of a diamond necklace 
filched from a film actress at a 
Beverly Hills party both have at- 
tended, and in turn is driven to a 
nolice station by a taxi man, actually 
the sleuth. Competent acting on both 
rubbers, with excellent performances 
on the second by ‘Harry’ and by a 
fawning, babbling hostess. 

Platters are time-cut to give 
abundant opportunity for plugeings— 
in this instance. of Van Curler 
Coffee and of a 79c. Webster’s col- 
legiate dictionary, purchaseable with 
a pound of the mocha, at outlets, for 
49c., or through the company, with 
11 cents postage added. 

Howard Tupper, new to WGY, 
mans the mike. Jaco. 





‘LET’S GET TOGETHER’ 

With Ernest Chappell, Al and Lee 
Reiser, Jean Ellington, Glenn Dar- 
win, Three Marshalls 

Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

ROLLS RAZORS 

Sunday, 3:15 p.m. 

WOR, New York 

(Kimball, Hubbard & Powell) 


Waxed series sells Rolls Razors, 
British product. B. Charles-Dean is 
credited with the production, and 
is reported to have English radio ex- 


perience. Program obviously aims 
at speed as a virtue in itseif, and it 
may be that less of sheer animation 
and more of carefully-contrived 
highlights would net a better enter- 
tainment result. 

Elements are standard. There are 
the two Reisers, nimble-digited twin 
pianists, as a foundation. Jean Elling- 
ton sings attractively: Glenn Darwin 
reveals a baritone of considerable 
roundness and scope; and the Three 
Marshalls hop to it rhythmically and 
effectively. It may seem captious in 
view of expressing commendation 
for the individual units to put a not- 
too-severe question mark after the 
tout ensemble. 

Talk seems a bit pallid and some- 
times unnecessary. Ernest Chappell 
is a master of ceremonies with no 
ceremonies. There’s a sponsor’s lul- 
laby that is sung fore and after. 
Seemed oddly old-fashioned, but 
might be better if lyrics came over 
clearer. Rather muffled as heard. 

Dramatized commercial dealt with 
chap in dutch with his girl for not 
shaving, but alibiing that his Rolls 
razor had been borrowed repeatedly, 
and repeatedly not returned by a 
friend. Would seem better copy were 
he to bring out the difference be- 
tween Rolls and other razors, to give 
some idea on cost, and finally to 
make a virtue of its British manu- 
facture on a quality slant. 





Not bad listening. Just a_ bit 
jumbled. Land. 
RADIO CLINIC 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WBNX, New York 

Various courts, clinics and bureaus 
have been breaking out on airwaves 
recently. This one is well conceived 
and projected. It is intended to give 
medical facts to radio listeners, being 
in fact a clinic in presenting out- 
standing developments in the medi- 
co’s fight against disease. All stories 
are supposed to be from real life. 

First is titled ‘Blood for Sale,’ 
being the story of Jack Norton, a 
professional blood donor. Blood 
donor introduced, and then cross- 
chatter paves way for fade into 
dramatized skit of highlight in his 
career—factor that persuaded him to 
continue in his unusual profession. 

Bernard Hughes, in role of pro 
blood donor, A-1 in a vigorous but 
sympathetic performance. Aided by 
a well-picked cast. Roland H. Burr 
authored the original skit, which is 
okay bit of radio scripting. Wear. 





‘HAVE YOU HEARD? 

Educational 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 2:45 p.m., CST 

WCFL, Chicago . 
Set-up on this NBC educational 


program is better than most, with 
the ‘educating’ hokey enough to 
make it interesting, and everything 
based on human interest, rather than 


a statement of dry facts. Knowledge 
is imparted by man and woman 
cross-fire, every different subject be- 
ginning with the question ‘Have you 
heard?’, done by the man; the wo- 
man hasn’t heard, of course, and 
things work to a flashback for an 
elaboration of fact in question. 

Query ‘Have you heard?’ is used 
far too much, and becomes annoying, 
even with the brightness of the 
dialogue, and the enthusiasm of the 
players. Stuff presented on the epi- 
sode caught refuted idea that differ- 
ent colors of hair denote different 
temperments; gave blame for differ- 
ence in hair coloring to climate; 
said, with reasons, it was logical for 
a woman to be warm in little cloth- 
ing while a man shivers in a lot; 
made out that a person was taller 
lying down than standing up; and so 
on, one fact after another, tying 
them all, together with a thread of 
continuity. 

Portion of facts were unnecessary 
knowledge, while some were vital, 
but all were interesting, and inter- 
estingly done. While all education- 
alers need not have as much of the 
believe-it-or-not inflection as_ this 
one, many can look to this set-up 
for a successful imparting of knowl- 
edve. 


‘BUGHOUSE RHYTH™’ 
With John Meakin Orchestra, 
Archibald Presby 
Music-Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 6:15 p.m. CST 
WENR, Chicago 
NBC sustainer with a good. idea 
behind it. Has hot band doing popu- 
lar stuff after long winded introduc- 
tions done a la symphonic com- 
mentator. Makes for an interesting 
and funny 15 minues. Build-up for 
numbers makes Sweet Sue, for ex- 
ample, an important piecé of Ameri- 
can folk music. Then the technique 
of the composition is analyzed, as is 
the mood, and origin. 
Continuity is good, with the humor 
not too subtle, and yet not too broad, 
hitting a happy medium. G. Archi- 
bald Presby doing the talk could-im- 
prove by altering his style a bit, 
using either an elderly polished 
voice, or else the glib light and 
shade of a Joe Cook; but he should 
eliminate the pauses or else cover 
them with an ‘ah.’ 
Band does a good job with the hot 
tunes, and makes the dignity of the 
narration more humorous by hitting 
the first bars of the music hard. 
Everything done was fast and 
swingy, and very effective. 


G. 
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TODAY KGLO CELEBRATES SIXTIETH DAY ON THE AIR WITH START OF 
SEVEN NEW COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS STOP NOW HAVE THIRTY NINE 

HOURS TEN MINUTES SOLD PER WEEK TO FORTY SEVEN ACCOUNTS ON | 
LONG TERM CONTRACTS STOP RESERVATIONS FOR THREE HOURS FORTY || 
FIVE MINUTES MORE STOP ONLY FEW CHOICES LEFT FOR 
ADVERTISERS WHO WANT INTENSE COVERAGE OF MASONCITY NORTH | 
LOWA AND SOUTHERN MINNESOTA MARKETS 
MANAGER KGLO. 





The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as abown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 


Received at 157 West 46th Street, New York 
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ROBERT IRWIN 
Baritone 

RCA 

Sunday, 2 p.m. 


WJZ, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 

This 28-year-old baritone from 
Ireland via a London musical educa- 
tion is under the auspices of Irish 
tenor-in-chief John McCormack. 
With such blessing and endorsement 
Irwin should probably find a place 
for himself. 

In two songs offered on the RCA 
Magic Key program: young baritone 
revealed a tone that has body and a 
style that has suggestions of emo- 
tional feeling and artistic versatility, 
He worked with professional ease. 
McCormack made a gracious and 
warm-hearted introduction. 

McCormack-Irwin appearance on 
the Magic Key program just preced- 
ing St. Patrick’s Day was nice show- 
manship, a fact probably not lost on 
that chapter of the Friendly Sons 
of the Saint which is clustered 
around the radio dept. at Lord & 
Thomas, New York. Land. 


COL. JACK MAJOR’S VARIETY 
SHOW 
With Russell Dorr, Margaret McCrea, 
Blue Flames, Nick Lueas, Leith 
Stevens Orch. 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Mondays, 3 p. m. 
WABC, New York 
Sustainer, manned by group of 
CBS-contractees, on its entertain- 
ment merits, is good for mid-after- 
noon spotting, but doubtful if it at- 
tracts sponsorship. A variety show 
of the sort isn’t usually a sponsor’s 
idea for afternoon expenditure. 
When caught Monday (8), period's 
pace as much too lethargi¢. Major, 
hailing from vaude ad nitery work, 
m. c.’s and supplies the humor in a 
drawling voice that fits o. k. his 
folksy, homey type of comedy. Ma- 
terial runs to rambling yarns about 
the down-country residents. Stuff 
could have been a deal funnier. 
Slowing up the flow were the many 
ballads sung and played on period. 
Nick Lueas did a single-shot guest 
appearance. Fixtures on show are 
Miss McCrea, baritone Russell Dorr, 
and ‘The Blue Fiames,’ mixed har- 
mony quartet. All the singing con- 
tributed by ’em was 0. k. 
Stevens’ ore especially stood out; 
it’s a good crew that has been draw- 
ing plenty attention lately. Bert. 


NORMAN BROKENSHIRE 
With Robert and Johnny 
15 Mins, 
WINKELMAN SHOES 
Sunday, 3:45 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

(Menken) 

‘How do you do, ladies and gentle- 
men, how do you do?’ one of the 
oldest salutations on the air, is back 
along with the veteran Norman Bro- 
kenshire, who made it his trademark. 
Brokenshire is the talk-man who ties 
together a tenor and an accordionist 
whom he refers to by their first 
names most of the way. In a quarter 
hour of ‘Serenade to American 
Women’ the idea is put across with 
more than a few blasts on the adver- 
tising trumpet, that when miladyv 
skips down Chestnut street, Phils 
deiphia, or prances along Fifth ave- 
nue, New York, her pictorial, social 
and romantic success is due to the 
Winkelman footwear she puts be- 
tween herself and the cement. Gals 
in cities where Winkelman has no 
stores just out of luck ~~ 
At one point Brokenghire refers to 
‘every beating femininé*heart in our 


audience.’ That condition he attrib- 
utes, modestly, not to himself, but to 
Robert, the romantic’ giver-outer. 


Whole program follows the radio no- 
tion of Robert whispering love ditties 
private-like into the ears of the lis- 
tening ladies, in an imaginary swect- 
heart routine. Robert sings well. 
Well enough not to make’ the conti- 
nuity too idiotic. 

Brokenshire remains a good spiel- 
er, although oddly he sluffs over 
names. Never did get the tenor and 
the accordionist identified save by 
front handles. What’s more to the 
point, however, he got Winkelman 
hammered home. 

A thin program, and necessarily on 
a modest budget, quarter hour 
should, within its natural limits. do 
okay. Miracles can't. be expected 
from an entertainment primarily just 
an excuse to crowd in more commer- 
cial than spot announcements could 
carry. wand. 











PALL MALL CHAIN BREAKS 


Compton Initiates One of Biggest 
Campaigns of Kind 





Biggest chainbreak campaign at- 
tempted in years is the one that the 
Compton agency is working on in 
behalf of Pall Mall cigarettes (Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co.). Agency has asked 
scores of stations to submit every- 
thing they have available in the way 
of spots between network com- 
mercials. 

It is the intention of the account 
to break the thing with a blast with 
the releases extending from coast to 
coast. 





Fred F. Laws in as asst’ sales mar. 
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IFE is about the same, summer and winter. People 
l eat and drink, work and play, keep on buying. 
They spend just as many millions of dollars. Not 
only for seasonal needs and luxuries, which you'd 
expect. But for year-round products like gasoline, 
cigarettes, electric refrigerators, automobiles. 
(These hit peak sales in summer!) 


Radio listeners hang right on, too. Of the mil- 


lions who listen to NBC winter programs, 97% 
are available to radio in any week in the summer. 
For where people go— there goes radio. This 
tremendous year-round acceptance makes NBC 
broadcast advertising the most effective year- 
‘round sales medium in the world. That is why 


more advertisers are on the air — the NBC air 


- —right through the seasons, without interruption. 


RCA presents the Metropoliton Operc every Saturday afternoon and ‘The Magic Key” every Sundoy, 2 to 3 P. M., E. S. T. Both on NBC Blue Network 
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Last summer, advertis- 
ers on NBC Networks 
(weekday time alone) 
boosted NBC income 
to an increase of 


i; 725% 
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Sen Francisco Expo Charts Air Bally 
Via Own Production, Writing Staff 


San Francisco, March 16. 


In an effort to induce networks 
and local stations to give the Golden 
Gate “international Exposition of 
1939 a tremendous ballyhoo over the 
air through broadcasts direct from 
the fair, plans are being made to 
spend between $150,000 and $200,000 
on equipment and studios for radio 
programs emanating from the man- 
made island which is to be the expo 
site. 

Preliminary details will be 
SeFashed out at a general pow-wow 
to. be held here Friday (19), to 
which have been invited Don E. 
Gilman, NBC vice-prexy; Donald 
Thornburgh, CBS vice-prexy; Lewis 
Allen Weiss, Don Lee network chief, 
and Bob Roberts, manager of KYA, 
California Radio System outlet, and 
others. 

At the confab, Art Linkletter, in 
charge of radio activities for the 
fair, will lay all his cards on the 
table and guarantee that no one will 
have any exclusive broadcasting 
privileges, thereby scotching rumors 
that such would be the case. 

According to Linkletter, the expo 
expects to have a staff numbering 
between 40 and 50 writers, produc- 
ers, announcers and_ technicians. 
There also will be an ork and a 
company of singers on the expo staff. 
At least four or five studios, plus 
one large auditorium-type studio, 
are contemplated. 

Technique Perfected 

Extensive campaign will be waged 
to have a number of important com- 
mercial shows moved from other 
cities to San Francisco for origina- 
tion in the fair’s auditorium studio. 
Century of Progress just scratched 
the surface in the use of radio for 
exploitation, according to Linkletter. 
At Chicago the webs and the local sta- 

“rons were asked to come in and 
pick up what was going on. At the 
San Diego fair the idea of having a 
radio staff first came into being. 
However, San Diego being away 
from the key stations and the net- 
works, radio was handled none too 
successfully. In Dallas radio broad- 
casting moved up half a dozen 
notches, Linkletter declares. 





Harold and Dorothy Norem, 12 and 
14-year-old brother and sister on the 
WHO Iowa Barn Dance Frolic, are 
doing a commercial program three 
days a week for the Postal Life & 


: 





Casualty Co. 





Penner’s Experiment 





That good night tag line by 
Joe Penner in which a different 
girl’s name is mentioned é€ach 
week has had the trade won- 
dering what's the big idea. It’s 
the comic’s own gag. 

Figured that there’s so many 
dialers of the name called that 
it might be taken as a personal 
greeting. Names are picked at 
random and aimed to no one 
in particular. 


DRUG ACCT. 10 
TRIAL VS. WMCA 


Suit of Damskov, Inc. against 
WMCA, New York, will have to go 
to trial, Justice McLaughlin ruled in 


the N. Y. supreme court last week. 
Station had moved for summary 
judgment, while Damskov, manu- 
facturer of a reducing drug, Formula 
39, applied for an examination be- 
fore trial. Justice McLaughlin 
granted the latter motion but with 
limitations as to scope. 

Damskov wants damages of $10,- 
000 because the station suddenly ter- 
minated its contract with the firm. 
Account was on WMCA in 1935. Sta- 
tion is setting up a dual defense; one 
is that it had received an unfavorable 
report on the drug from the New 
York City Department of Health, and 
secondly, the Federal Communication 
Commission at the time had several 
stations on the carpet in connection 
with the plugging of Marmola and 
WMCA wasn’t taking any chances of 
losing its license on account of an- 
other reducing drug. 

















Ed Lowry Show on MBS 


Los Angeles, March 16. 

Mutual is taking the Fox-West 
Coast ‘Sing Time’ broadcast for a 
national ride, Show airs from the 
Filmarte theatre in Hollywood and 
was born of a trade deal between 
the theatre circuit and KHJ, local 
MBS outlet. 

Ed Lowry, who emcees, was re- 
cently signed for another 13 weeks. 


Congress Shall Hear 


Pine Bluff, Ark., March 16, 

A resolution was passed in the 
Arkansas Legislature asking that the 
Arkansas representatives in congress 
be urged to prevent the removal of 
broadcasting station KTHS from Hot 
Springs. The matter of the purchase 
of the Hot Springs station by Col. 
Barton, president of the Lion Oil 
Company of El Dorado has been 
keeping Hot Springs in Hot Water 
for about a year now. 

Approval of the sale is before the 
commission and the Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce is seeking to 
have the sale nullified. 


ALLEN ON LEAVE AT NBC 
EDITS WPA SCRIPTS 


Washington, March 16. 

Shannon Allen, night manager of 
NBC Washington plant, was ap- 
pointed Thursday (11) assistant di- 
rector of the WPA Educational Radio 
project run by the U. S. Office of 
Education. 

Allen, who was given leave of ab- 
sence by the web, will serve as edi- 
tor of the script and editorial divi- 
sions of the relief venture, succeed- 
ing Leo S. Rosecrans, who has joined 
Wilding Motion Pictures. A veteran 
of ten years in radio, Allen pre- 
viously was a newspaperman for 15 
years. 


Cornfed Englishman 


Lincoln, March 16. 

Going British and highbrow, KFOR 
here took one of its announcers, one 
Richard Featherstone Gloyne, Eng- 
lish born, and has made a news 
commentator out of him. He talks 
with all the earmarks of a monocle 
and program is feeling its way to the 
upper bracket. Gloyne came to 
America shortly after birth, but he 
retained the accent which is doing 
him good now. 

Program is labelled ‘Englishman 
Looks at the News.’ 


Vi itl 
In New York 
Richard Borel, WBNS, Columbus. 
E. Y. Flanagan, WSPD, Toledo. 
T. M. Pepperday, KOB, Albu- 
querque. 
Earl ~«Gammons, WCCO, Minne- 


apolis. 
Jesse Willard, WJSV, Washington. 





























Bill Hedges, WLW, Cincy. 
Frank Smith, WLW, Cincy. 











THE ONLY Rabio STATION IN 


JACKSON 








Wuat Is THE 


| |M-R-N? 


Group of Eight Stations 
Operating Simultan- 
eously from Morning to 
Midnight Sign-off. 
WBCM 

Dominates BAY CITY 
and SAGINAW Markets. 


WFDF 
First Choice in the big 
. FLINT Market area. 


WJIM 

Supreme in LANSING 
WIBM 

Dominates JACKSON 
area. 

WELL 

ist in BATTLE CREEK 
WKZO 

Southwest Michigan 
WOOD-WASH 

Leads in GRAND RAP- 
IDS. 

WXYZ 





Detroi. (Key Station). 















ONE OF THE EIGHT BASIC STATIONS OF THE 


Micuican Rapio Network | 


Effectively Covers a Territory of Over 


Four Million 


OPERATED BY 


Kinc-Trenoce Broapcastinc Corporation 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


e- 


-WIBM- 


The only station in Jackson. 
An important and valuable 
service to advertisers. Test- 
ed and proven results mark 
WIBM as a big producer for 
the Michigan Network. 
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Sponsor Ribs Himself 





probably be in the back shooting 


years.’ 


‘We'll be back on the air again 
you can do to prevent it. 





Most unique broadcast hereabouts is the Frank Dillon sponsorship 
of ‘Two Dumb Detectives’ on wax over KEHE. Dillon runs an auto 
accessory shop here and here’s how the commercials on the air go: 

‘Drive in some time and try to get some service. 


‘You'll find the service very bad. We'll drive nails in your tires 
and burn holes in the upholstering.’ 

‘We guarantee our batteries for the life of your car. 
there because we know you won’t keep your car over three or four 


‘We had a new customer last week. He took a chance.’ 


If you want to be bored stiff, tune in.’ 
Newspaper ads on radio pages of downtown dailies read: ‘For the 
poorest entertainment in radio dial KEHE at 9:15 p.m.’ 
(‘Two Dumb Detectives’ not that bad. Late Laird Doyle scripted 
the series around those fictional sleuths, Dugan and Dailey.) 


Los Angeles, March 16. 
The boys will 
craps?’ 


We're safe 


next Tuesday and there’s nothing 








Agencies—Sponsors 





New outfit, MacVeagh, Kerman 
and Michelson, has entered the ad 
agency field. 

One of the partners, Fred R. 
Kerman, will chief the radio dept. 
Agency has no air accounts as yet. 





Granat Bros. (jewelers) through 
Long agency has signed for 313 night 
spot announcements over KFRC, San 
Francisco. 





“Thompson & Holmes (home appli- 


ance distributors) is spotting quarter- 
hour live talent shows, ‘Short Wave 
Reporter,’ over KFRC, San Francisco, 
Wednesday nights. Set by Frank 
Wright & Associates. 





Gas Appliance Society, through 
Jean Scott Frickleton, starts a series 
of 90 spot announcements over 
KFRC, San Francisco, March 18. Also 
using KYA, 





C. H. Baker Shoe Co. starts a six- 
month series of Friday night live 
talent shows, ‘Buddha’s Winners,’ 
using amateur talent at pro fees, on 
March 19 ovef” KFRC, San Francisco. 
Sidney Garfinkel agency. 





Ironized Yeast Co., through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, sétting five-minute 
transcribed dramatic announcements. 





Fred Fear & Co, (Easter egg col- 
ors) using announcements through 
Menken agency, New York. 





Roli Razor, Inc., is spotting quar- 
ter-hour transcribed variety shows, 
‘Let’s Get Together.’ Agency is 
Kimball, Hubbard & Powel, New 
York. 





Offices have been opened in Detroit 
by Fink & Doner, Inc., new adver- 
tising agency. Lionel Fink is former 
production manager of Milton Alex- 
ander Co., while Wilfred B. Doner 
is an ex-account executive and 
former director of radio at the same 
firm. 





Elmer Marshutz of the Gardner 
agency, St. Louis, tarried in Holly- 
wood just long enough to give 
Marion Talley and Josef Koestner a 
new 13-week hitch for Ry-Krisp. 
Program takes an eight-week sum- 
mer layoff. 





General Mills is bankrolling the 
broadcast of Coast League baseball 


| games in Los Angeles over KFAC. 
Plug goes to Wheaties. 
| 





Union Pacific R.R. extends radio 
advertising with schedule of spot 
announcements on KGW, Portland, 
Ore. 





Sears, Roebuck trying out radio in 
the Northwest, starting with sched- 
ule of announcements ever KEX, 
Portland, Ore. 





Commentator Magazine is buying 


| chainbreak announcements in half a 


dozen large cities 


through Cecil, 
Warwick & Legler. 





MeCann-Erickson’s Cleveland of- 





fice is dickering for spo* placement 
for Axton & Fisher’s Twenty Grand 
cigs. Paul McCormick is the time 
buyer. 





Gumbinner agency is lining up 
one-minute spots for Viceroy cigar- 
ets, starting April 1. Same outfit 
handJes Roi Tan cigars. 





Sobol Bros. Service Stations on 
WHN, N. Y., with six quarter-hour 
periods per week daytime, thrice 
weekly evening 15-min. programs, 
and six-a-week nighttime five-min. 


periods. Quarter-hours will dish out 
U. P. dispatches with recorded music 
interlarded. Briefer periods will con- 
sist of news entirely. J. Stirling 
Getchell placed account. 





Western Growers Assn. (Iceberg 
lettuce) has placed participatory 
blurbs on Ida Bailey Allen’s WHN, 
N. Y., hour for 13 weeks, with thrice 
weekly mentions. J. Walter Thomp- 
son set. 





Chappell Bros. dog food on KYW, 
Philadelphia, with a thrice weekly 
five-minute shot by Charles Del- 
mont, dog fancier and narrator; set 
through the C. Wendell Muench 
agency, Chicago. 





Gene and Glenn have returned to 
WHO, Des Moines, after several 
weeks in Minneapolis and personal 
appearances in Minnesota. They 
have a new program for Domestic 
Products Co. in the interests of Klok. 





Kellogg is sponsoring pair of 
broadcasts from the Florida train- 
ing camps of the two Boston base- 
ball clubs over the Yankee net. 





Radio Guide has placed its adver- 
tising business with M. H. Hackett, 
Inc. Another is Cel-O-Ray. 





Listerine is seeking dramatic show 
through Lambert & Feasley agency. 
Account had been playing with a 
‘Missing Persons’ idea but dropped it 
after receiving taboos from NBC and 





Gotham Agency has been appoint- 
ed by Louise Rogers, Larchmont, 
N. Y., to handle the Angel Skin Fa- 
cial cream business. Radio will be 





American Bandage Corp., Chicago, 
is placing spot business through Jim 
Duffy, Inc., of the same city. 





Colabeer Co. of America, New 
York, is including broadcasting in 
its forthcoming campaign. J. P. 
Muller & Co. is the agency and Jo- 
seph T. Sullivan the account exec. 











NEW YORK’'S 
OWN STATION 








GOOD WILL HOUR 


Successor te Good Will Court 
SUNDAYS 10 TO 11 P.M. 
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~ PACIFIC COAST RADIO NOTES 








Charles Runyan, organist, and Lil- 


City. Comics, previously tabbed 





lian Sharp, hostess, at NBC’s San | ‘Nuts and Bolts’ in their Coast airers, | 


Francisco studios, 


program supervisor, accompanied 
the elopers. 


Ralph Brunton of KJBS, San Fran- 
cisco, now secretary of the Northern 
California Broadcasters Association. 
Arthur Westlund, of KRE, Berkeley, 
is the new chairman. 


at KJBS, 
D:n Wil- 


Izaak Walton disciples 
San Francisco, including 
liams, Gene Clark, James Doyle and 
Gordon Brown, hauled ’em in from 
the briny deep Sunday. Manager 
Jack Bennett of KHUB, Watsonville, 
also on hand 


Because his new amateur show for 
Homestead bread debuted on KGO, 
San Francisco, last Wednesday night 
(10). Bennie Walker was unable to 
attend the funeral of his father, 
Peter McLaughlin, in Frankfort, 
Ind. Walker, who also emcee’s NBC’s 
Woman’s Magazine of the Air, is a 
brother of Cheri McKay, network 
warbler in Chicago. 


Betty Gilbert added to the con- 
tinuity staff at KSFO, San Francisco. 
Formerly with KOMO, Seattle. 


Al White’s ork doing nightly airers 


entitled ‘Sandman’s Serenade’ 
KSFO, San Francisco. 


over 


Lindeman Sisters, billed as Las 
Tapatias Trio, debuted on KYA, San 
Francisco, last Thursday. 

Wally Warren, special events di- 
rector at KOIL, Omaha, visiting in 
San Francisco. 


Charlie Marshall’s comedy will be 
exclusive on Signal Oil’s Carefree 


Carnival hereafter, as a result of a | 


contract signed through Larry Allen 
of NBC Artists Service, San Fran- 
cisco, 


Leo Cleary and Ken Gilham rejoin 
the NBC staff in San Francisco next 
week after several months in Radio 





were Reno-tied | wil use ‘Leo and Ken’ in the future. | 
last week (8). Richard Ellers, night | | 


Lu Tobin, impersonator, signed for 
| the California Conserving programs, | 


| ‘Who Am I?’ over the NBC-Red web 
from San Francisco starting March 
12. 

Archie Presby, NBC mikeman in 
San Francisco, has a new program 
‘Poet's Corner,’ which preemed last 
week over the Coast Red network. 

Hugh Barrett Dobbs emceeing 
the morning Alarm Klock Klub air- 
ers over KJBS, San Francisco. Daily 
shows use recorded music between 
spot announcements, from which 
KJBS has always reaped a financial 
harvest. 


is 


Lloyd Yoder, NBC press chief in| 


San Francisco, is chairman of 
radio publicity committee for 
Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta. 
members are Fred Pabst, Don Lee 
exec, and Harry Elliott, head of the 
local CBS press staff. 


the 


Roy Russell, tenor at 
Francisco, in the floor 
Mark Hopkins Hotel 
March 15. 


KSFO, San 
show at the 
beginning 


Cameron Prud’homme has returned 
to San Francisco after’ several 
months in New York City, where he 
was cast in dramatic shows on both 
CBS and NBC. 


George Tolin is bicycling between 
KYA and KGGC, San Francisco, 
since he started his new six-day-a- 


the | 
Other | 








Station Retort 


Operator of a southwest sta- 
tion was telling last week about 
the partner in a major station 
rep firm who had come down 
from Chicago to solicit an alli- 
ance. 

‘All that fellow kept talking 
about,’ said the broadcaster, 
‘was about how much time he 
spends in Miami, Caliente and 
Palm Springs.’ 

‘Gosh,’ added the station man, 
‘you don't get business from 
those places. There’s where you 
spend your profits.’ 











picture, “Top of the Town.’ Wings 
back after the broadcast Friday (19) 
Harriett Hilliard and Basil Rath- 


bone will guest for Bing Crosby on 
his March 18 Krafter. 


Ted 





‘Oh, You Mean Calif —That’s Fine’: 


Oregon Secedes from Lost Horizon 





By JAMES T. WYATT 


Portland, Ore., March 16. 
Orezon has seceded from the lost 
horizon. 
Boys 


and 


thought it 
what the eastern 
they c1 


have 
that 

when 
backward country we 


here over 


decided 
admen ack 


mean Wisc 


about the t of 


while Tom Harrington 
herd on the Benny troupe down east. 


wood 


John 
ger for 


Swallow, 
NBC 


Hollywood mana- 
is taking his golf hard 


| since he broke 100. 


Lloyd chief announcer at 
KMTR (Hollywood). He supplants 
Hal Sims, resigned. 

E. J. Rosenberg, Transamerican 
v. p., returned east after several | 


weeks in Hollywood. 


rides | 


the Rockies is California. This has 
come as a great discovery and a big 
It means that Oregon is now 
on the other side of the fence. Be- 
California 


meets west 


relief. 


cause when you mention 


as a backward state east 


and says ‘me, too, around here 
Broadcasters were a wee mite 
| piqued at that lost horizon stuff at 
first. It sounded like more smugness 
| from the Manhattan palefaces, Port- 
land, for example, thinks that the 
east has yet to catch up with some 
of the snappy tactics, showmanship 


and otherwise, pulled by 
and agencies hereabouts. Anybody 
hinting that the Oregon metropolis 
suffered from belfry cobwebs would 
strike the locals hereabouts as mis- 


stations 


| informed to the point of quaintness, 


Baby Marie Osborne, a marquee 
name of silent films, is competing 
with extras for studio recognition | 
on KFI (Los Angeles). 

Val and Ernie Stanton, standard | 
vauge act, doing their English hill- 
billy turn on three Hollywood shows. 


Syd Dixon, Hollywood sales chief | 


for NBC, trimming down that alder- 
manic paunch now that the chain 
gang has taken up badminton in a 


} serious way. 


week show for O’Connor, Moffatt & | 


Co. on the former station Monday 
(15). Program, which uses recorded 
music, signed through Allied agency. 


Danny Danker has moved his ra- 





dio troupe to the new J. Walter 
Thompson quarters on Hollywood 
boul. 

Gertrude Niesen planes in from 


Chicago to do an air personal from 
Hollywood plugging her Universal 





Frank Fay doing a guest prof on 
Jack Oakie’s Camel faculty 
23. 


| fornia 
orange network. 


March | 
| 
| 


Charlie Lung recovering from in- | 


juries when hit by auto in front of 
KNX (Hollywood) studios. 





Kin Platt dishing up gags in Holly- 
wood for Burns and Allen. 





Ken Englund renewed for another 


| 13 weeks as Joe Penner’s comedy 
constructor. 
Marty Gosch and Lewis Allen 


Weiss have joined the trek to West- | 


| wood, just off Bevhills. 





Bill 
Young 


Stuhler 
& 


over the 
in Holly- 


watching 
Rubicam office 


| graphed photos with ‘Arkansas’ re- | 


| 
| 


} (Los 


Sam Hearn (Schlepperman) 
for four shows with Jack Benny. 


set 


Ford Billings :s now calling Cali- 
Radio System (Hearst) the 


Jess Oppenheimer and Kin Platt 
are working with Producer Jack 
Hasty on the Twin Star script 
Hollywood. 


Lum and Abner tagline their auto- 


venge for the civil war.’ 

Don Bernard 
Angeles) 
to freelance. 


as KHJ 
manager 


resigned 
production 


Larry White of Columbia artists 
bureau drove to the Coast from N. Y. 
in four days. So he says. 


Jack Edwards joined the produc- 


tion staff at KFI-KECA (Los An- 
geles). Hopped in from San Fran- 
cisco. 


in | 








Luncheon in Walla-Walla 

But now the bright ones have fig- 
ured it out. It’s all a mistake. Just 
one more example of the easterners’ 
bad sense of geography. Qut here 
where men are men and trees in 
falling span two townships they are 
usually amused by the east’s idea of 


distance. They tell stories about 
home offices in New York’ wiring 
representatives in Portland to hop 


on a suburban trolley and see Joe 
Doakes in Walla-Walla for lunch. 
So that’s how they've doped out the 
lost horizon thing. East, dumb on 
mileage, thinks the northwest is hill- 
billy country like California. 
Confusion has sobered ‘em up a 
little, however. They realize the 
danger of being lumped in with the 
sunkist snoozers of California. 


Edgeworth Tobacco (Larus Bros.) 
has cancelled its transcribed ‘Mo- 
ments You Never Forget’ series in 
the Pacific area. Notices take effect 
next week and involve KNX, Los 
Angeles; KGO, San Francisco; KOIN, 
Seattle, and KFPY, Spokane. Can- 
cellation has also been put in for 
WTAM, Cleveland. Bad business is 
given as the reason. 

Marschalk & Pratt is the agency. 











SIMPLE ARITHMETIC 


Ideas + Talent * Production 


+ Showmanship + Power = RESULTS 


WLW ... the Nation’s Station 
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# Networks as Political Football 





Senatorial Opposish to Court Reform Augurs 
Whooping It Up for 1940? 





Charge by the Senatorial opposi- 
tion to President Roosevelt's court 
revision proposals that the networks 
were giving all the breaks to the 
administration drew .a stiff retort 
from NBC. Latter 


web took the! 


position that while the broadcasting | 


industry is loath to get together and 


demand that the accusers cite actual | 


proof it is fully aware of the po- 
litical motivation for the attacks. It 
is evident, the web averred, that 
([%me of the senators have already 


started their 1940 campaign for the | 


presidency. 

One faction in broadcasting circles 
stated that it saw in the weekend 
attacks from Washington what it 
termed the ‘fine Italian hand’ of 
David Lawrence, Capitol correspon- 
dent and columnist. This faction 
charged that the pro-Republican 
Lawrence, who during the Hoover 
regime did a weekly broadcast from 
Washington, is inciting -the Presi- 
dent’s opponents on the court issue 
to force radio to make the facilities 
available to anybody that wants 
them and at any time they elect. 

NBC contends that broadcasting 
like any other medium can in the 
final analysis treat political speeches 
only from the angle of news value. 
When Attorney General Cummings 
goes on the air to express his views 
on the U. S. Supreme Court the 
event commands attention, and 
blame is not due the networks if 
affiliated stations do not rush to cut 
in on the answering speech of some 
obscure legislator. 

NBC and Columbia alike declare 
that they have leaned backwards in 
allotting equal time to the Presi- 
dent’s opposition, since they them- 
selves have had to go out and solicit 
such speakers. The President, they 

+ say, has exercised consideration con- 
stantly for the business end of broad- 
casting by scheduling his speeches 
for late evening periods so as not to 
force off any more commercial pro- 
grams than were necessary. 

Mutual treated Senator Burton K. 





Wheeler’s blast against it with 
amusement. Network explained that 
if there was any one to blame for 
the senator’s speech from Chicago 
being cut off last Wednesday night 
(10) it was himself. Montana solon 
had originally asked for 45 minutes 
and got it. Later he requested that 
this be extended to 60 minutes and 
the network replied it was okay and 
that 
would be enough. Wheeler, accord- 
ing to the web, assured it that it 
would and Mutual proceeded to 
book a Pittsburgh show to follow 
immediately the broadcast from the 
Woman's Congress in Chicago. Pitts- 
burgh pickup would have been de- 
ferred if any notice of extension had 
been received from Wheeler. 

What gave Wheeler’s outburst a 


then wanted to know whether 


touch of irony was the circwm- 
stance that the Mutual member 
which did the picking up of his 


speech, WGN, Chicago, is owned and 
operated by one of the President's 
bitterest opponents, the Chicago 
Tribune. 





Washington, March 16. 

Radio gets the nod from the U. S. 
Senate. So much so that the presi- 
dent pro tem of the ‘greatest deliber- 
ate body in the world’ wants to 
shuffle off the anti-broadcast inhibi- 
tions and air all future debates of 
any importance. 

Idea of nose-thumbing the press 
gallery and using the ether to give 
the country a clear picture of how 
laws are made was proposed formal- 
ly Monday (15) by Senator Key 
Pittman of Nevada, White House 
lieutenant. He put forward a reso- 
lution ordering Federal Communica- 
tions Commission engineers to esti- 
mate the cost of wiring the chamber 
for sound to advice on the practi- 
cability of giving a running story to 
dial-twisters. Resolush calls for re- 
port on ‘advisability of broadcasting 


;, 
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Radio in Middle 





Philadelphia, March 16. 

Philly stations were placed 
right in the center of a squeeze 
play last Saturday when drivers 
of the ‘city’s rubbish collection 
wagons went on strike. Mayor 
sent a request that they broad- 
cast a plea for men to replace 
those out. 

Outlets feared such an an- 
nouncement might be consid- 
ered ‘scab’ by labor groups, 
whom they didn’t want to of- 
fend. On the other hand, they 
didn’t want to offend the Mayor, 


either. They solved it by an- 
nouncing very pointedly: “The 
Mayor has requested us_ to 


broadcast the following.’ 














the proceedings of Congress on mat- 
ters of public importance.’ 


of ‘material inaccuracies’ in 
newspaper stories about Pittman’s 
neutrality bill, passed two weeks ago 
by the Senate. Nevada solon was 
burned by yarns in anti-administra- 
tion rags, notably New York Herald 
Tribune, which he sez misrepre- 
sented the important features of the 
legislation. 

‘I don’t want to indict the 
press gallery,’ Pittman averred, ‘for 
generally speaking the reporting has 
been accurate and fair. I feel, how- 
ever, that there is a possibility that 
broadcasting important proceedings 


might afford the public a supple- 
mentary informational service that 
would not conflict with the press 
or its work.’ 


for advice, Pittman said his reso- 
lush would provide data on which 
the Senate could base future policy. 
Solon remarked many _ technical 
angles must be explored although he 
has in mind broad question of gov- 
ernment broadcasting. Uncommitted 
on government ownership or opera- 
tion so far, but will be shown, he 
noted. 

Pittman’s proposish is a major 
break in Senate's anti-radio armor. 
Previously the upper house of 
Congress has been icy toward broad- 
casters, while the lower chamber has 
gone wild accommodating the in- 
dustry. Except for inaugural cere- 
monies in 1% 3, Senate never has 
permitted mikes or commentators in 
the chamber, but the House is wired 
for pick-ups by both webs, with 
every appearance of the President 
being broadcast. Besides, announcers 
and quizzers for webs are allowed to 
use a coat-closet behind the brass 
rail but in full view of the floor, in 
sharp contrast with Senate policy. 


East and Dumke’s Show 


Special appropriation of the Kel- 
logg cornflakes account given Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt will materialize 
April 12 in a test run locally over 
WJZ, New York. Quarter hours 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri. will be occupied by 
East and Dumke carrying out a 
combination music-dialog script. 

Tyler Davis of Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt in charge of program. 


New WLW Talent 


Cincinnati, March 16. 
Newcomers to Crosley’s WLW- 
| WSAI staff include Elwood MacAi- 
'laster, dramatic; Zora Layman, vo- 
i calist, and her  arranger-pianist, 
Herbert Claar, and Richard Vaughan, 
production. They’re on from New 
York, where they did duty for the 
nets. Bob Kennett, production man- 
| ager, signed ’em in the East a fort- 
night since, when he conducted au- 
ditions in the Transamerican offices. 

Another addition is Slim Smith’s 
Arizona Pench Riders, a hill billy 
combo of five men and Smith’s 
missus, Myrtle, up from a Dixie 
jaunt. 














Tieman Illness Ends Act 
Detroit, March 16. 

Illness of Arnold Tiemann has 
broken up the ‘Frank and Ernest’ 
comedy duo at WWJ. Team has had 
. morning program on station for 
past five years. 

Franklyn Greenwood, who played 
‘Frank,’ has teamed up with Morgan 
Gareau, organist, and ‘Frank and 
Ernest’ tag will be dropped for 
‘Golden Dawn.’ 





Austin Stays With Penner 
Hollywood, March 16. 





Gene Austin has been renewed 
for 13 weeks on the Joe Penner 
airshow. 


Crooner gets two solo spots on 
the progran, 


Genesis of the thought was series ; 
daily | 


of Congress by a government station | 


Emphasizing he is merely asking | 





| Radio ‘Monopoly’ Investigation 


~———— 





Further Steps in Congress to Force Fact- 
Finding Probe of Broadcasting Industry 





Washington, March 16. 

Congressional investigation of al- 
leged monopoly in the broadcasting 
industry, which will result in grilling 
of both the Federal Communications 
Commission and license holders, ap- 
peared a sure thing last week after 
House Rules Committee held initial 
hearing on proposal to create a select 
committee to conduct the probe. 

While the committee deferred 
}action until other members of Con- 
|gress have been heard, indications 
| were that the resolution of Rep. Wil- 
‘liam P. Connery, Jr., of Massachu- 





| setts, will be rubber-stamped in the 
|near future. Most Rules Commit- 
{teemen appeared definitely sympa- 
| thetic to the idea of ventilating con- 
| ditions in the radio field, although 
|; sentiment was not unanimous. 

| First hearing was devoted exclu- 
sively to listening to Connery charge 


i that lax administration of the Com- | 
whole 


munication Act has permitted de- 
velopment of an air-tight monopoly 
| dominated by the three networks. 
Bay Stater, who has been fighting 
ithe webs on behalf of labor, edu- 
|eators, independent broadcasters, and 
religious groups, voiced suspicion 
that the Big Three have working 


ests’ control the three major webs. 

(3) To find out how the networks 
acquired 14 out of 17 experimental 
franchises and got exclusive control 
of the 40 cleared ribbons. 

(4) To learn whether independent 
broadcasters are being discriminated 
against. 


(5) To inquire into legality of 
|franchise transfers at prices far 
| above worth of swapped transmit- 
ters. 


(6) To ponder squawks of educa- 
tional, religious, labor, and other 
non-profit groups which are denied 
air time. 

‘I've got plenty of evidence in my 
office which shows that the whole 
situation needs a complete airing,’ 
Connery told the Rules group. ‘You 
won’t make any mistake in investi- 





| gating radio. You'll find it a lot 
worse than I have said. 

‘I am not seeking to grind any 
axes. The election is over, there is 
nothing partisan in this, I am not 
after anybody’s scalp. I want a 
thorough investigation of this mo- 
nopoly. We won't get it by bringing 


| 


| agreements by which they freeze out | 


competition. . 
| Acquiescence 


As several members expressed the 
view that Congress should ponder 
steps to strengthen the law and 
chastise the F.C.C., Connery avoided 
placing direct blame for existence 
of the monopoly, but at the same 
time by sharp hints revealed a con- 
viction that the condition could have 
developed only with acquiesence of 
the government agency. This idea 
was echoed by Rules Committeemen, 
including Chairman John J. O’Con- 
nor, New York Democrat; Bayard 
Clark of North Carolina; Carl Mapes 
of Michigan, and E. E. Cox of 
Georgia. 

Thought that the Commish should 
be directed to run down monopoly 
accusations was thrown out by some 
committeemen, but quickly rejected 
by Connery and others of the Rules 


group. Among those who thought 
the snooping should be done by 


F.C.C. were Representatives Martin 
Dies of Texas, Byron Harlan of Ohio 
and Lawrence Lewis of Colorado. 

This thought drew snorts of dis- 
gust from Connery, while O’Connor 
likewise derided the suggestion. Re- 
plying to a question from Repre- 
sentative Mapes, who asked why the 
Commish could not be expected to 
run down t'e charges, Connery ob- 
served ‘I wouldn’t want you and me 
to investigate you.’ O’Connor as- 
sailed the F.C.C. by observing that 
‘an investigation might stiffen the 
Commission.’ 

As foundation for his investiga- 
tion plea, Connery recalled to the 
committee figures showing network 
Stations have all but a fraction of 
night power and control every clear- 
channel outlet. He also pointed to 
prior evidence that huge profits have 
been made in franchise transfers, de- 
claring the Commish has failed to 
curb trafficking in licenses. 

One of the most outspoken critics 
of the F.C.C. was Representative 
Clark, North Carolina Democrat, 
who observed on several occasions 
that the Connery resolution should 
be broadened and a probe of the 
Commish should be ordered in spe- 
cific terms. Clark reflected the idea 
that the regulatory body is primarily 
responsible for any unwholesome 
conditions existing in the industry 
and for any violations of Congres- 
sional policy. 

Bleats about power and _ time 
monopolization by the webs drew 
criticism of the 500-kw. grant to 
WLW, Cincinnati, which was 
promptly defended by the only 
Ohioan on the committee, Rep. Har- 
lan. O'Connor protested that the 
Crosley station ‘just walked in and 
got’ a permit to use super-power, 
besides joining Connery in warning 
that 500-kw. transmitters can drown 
out weaker stations and thus deprive 
communities of badly-needed local 
service. 

Objectives 

Among the goals Connery said the 
investigating committee should strive 
for were: 


any interlocking between manage- 
ment of chains. 


(2) To discover if the ‘power inter- 














the Commission up here or by ask- 
ing the Commission to make an in- 
vestigation.’ 





Washington, March 16. 

Congressional bonfire under the 
Federal Communications Commission 
was disregarded last week by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in  redesignating 
Chairman Anning S. Prall to hold 
commish reins for another year. 

Although many legislators have 
kicked about the Prall regime, the 
President Wednesday (10) handed 
out a third chairmanship term to 
the former Tammany member of 
the House of Representatives. Move 
was interpreted as disguised effort 
to head off F.C.C. investigation, be- 
sides evidence that Senator Rob- 
ert F. Wagner, Prall’s political god- 
father, is still sticking up for him, 
despite pounding in both branches 
of Congress. Prall’s new term con- 
tinues until March 11, 1938. 


Twin Stars to CBS 


‘Twin Stars’ (Helen Broderick and 
Victor Moore), on NBC-blue for Na- 
tional Biscuit, transfers its network 
allegiance to CBS on March 28. Has 
been riding a Friday night spotting 
once weekly on NBC; will be 
grooved into a Sunday night niche 
on Columbia. 

Program will continue to originate 
on the Coast. 











Guy, in That Book, Gets Job 
Chicago, March 16. 

Morris Ely, social registerite, has 
been added to the radio department 
of the local J. Walter Thompson ad 
agency offices. 

Will act as assistant to Gene 
Fromherz, in charge of spot busi- 
ness. 
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Inside Stuf—Radio 


Consolidation of Hearst broadcasting properties under the Hearst Radio 
banner was started last week with requests for permission to transfer 





__ licenses of four of the San Sjmeonite’s ten transmitters. Following lead 


of other multi-licensees, the California publisher started coalescing oper- 
ating and holding companies, presumably for purpose of slicing tax lia- 
pility and getting around present Federal tap on inter-company transac- 
tions. Deals submitted for 0.0. by the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion were described as purely routine, involving no swapping of cash. 
Simplification of the complicated Hearst structure would be brought 
about by two maneuvers which end the fiction that Elliott koosevelt is 


interested in broadcasting on his own, as well as by two others son-to-dad 


shifts. Assignments proposed are as follows: 

(1.) KNOW, Austin, from KUT Broadcasting Co., a Hearst Radio sub- 
sid, to Hearst Radio, Inc, 

(2.) KEHE, Los Angeles, from Evening Herald Publishing Co., con- 
trolled by Hearst Consolidated Publishings, Inc., to Hearst Radio. 

(3.) KTSA, Saa Antonio, and WACO, Waco, from KTSA Broadcasting 
Co., headed by the President’s son, to Hearst Radio, 





A new survey of Philly listener-habits that knocks all previous data on 
the subject was released by Ross Federal Service today on behalf of WFIL. 

Survey—in which 18,000 calls were made—is the biggest ever conducted 
via telephone there. It disagrees violently with the one made last spring 
by the Boy Scouts for WCAU. 

WCAU continues undisputedly in top position with more than 30% of 
listeners dialed to it. But second spot is the big surprise. WFIL has nosed 
out KYW, which moves into third place. They scored 23.7% and 20.84% 
respectively. WJZ is fourth with 11%. 

Boy Scout survey put WCAU at the top of the heap with 32%, KYW 
second with 28.7%, and WJZ third with 266%. WFIL and WIP were 
rated about even, in fourth position, with 3.5%. The present listing puts 
WIP on a par with WOR, giving it 2.9%, compared with WFIL’s 23.7%. 

City’s smaller and foreign language stations are lumped together by 
Ross. Their combined audience was 1.2% of those listening in. WEAF 
had an equal figure. 





Realignment in the Chicago NBC sales organization makes W. W. (Bud) 
Smith the new Chicago local sales manager. Smith, formerly manager 
of WTAM in Cleveland and recently NBC salesman in Chicago, succeeds 
G. B. McDermott, who becomes a member of the NBC sales staff for NBC 
managed and operated stations. 

Addition of McDermott to the m. and o. sales organization is part of a 
general campaign on the part of NBC to strengthen its spot line-up on the 
owned and operated outlets, following the highly organized Columbia 
Radio Sales for the CBS-owned stations, 





CBS declares that the contract it has with WRVA, Richmond, offers no 
better terms than those prevailing for stations in Kansas City, Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, or any similar cities; WRVA does not, says the network, col- 
lect on the full card rate in any instance and that the only time that the 
Richmond outlet’s scale of compensation deviates from CBS’ regular scale 
is when the network preempts any part or all of the 6 to 7 p.m. stretch. 
If the station has to oust one of its own account to make room for a net- 
work commercial, CBS is obligated to pay it 50% above the card rate, as 
a premium of penalty. 


| 
| 


| grams a week for the network. Five 





Wrong Fraternity 





There seems to be an inside 
burn-up among NBC sales execs 
over one of the latest Lucky 
Strike newsprints adyertise- 
ments which has been printed 


World Asks Petrillo to Clarify Terms 


For Transcriptions’ Local Release 


—_—— 
—- 





nationally. This ad depicts a 
femme singer in front of a mike, 
and the burn-up is that the 
mike, in big white letters, pro- 
claims it as CBS. 

American Tobacco account is 
handled by Lord & Thomas 


Chicago, March 16. 
First effects of the set of restric- 


tions on recordings imposed by the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians was 


felt last week 


when James C. 





Agency, which also has the Petrillo, president of the local, com- 
NBC business. NBC boys can’t || municated with allied branches of 
understand why the mike the American Federation of Mu- 
shouldn’t have been labeled Ssicians asking them under what con- 


with their «rm’s lettering. ditions they would permit stations 
in their respective territories to re- 
| lease a commercial series stencilled 
| by the World Broadcasting System. 
| Replies overwhelmingly demanded 
| that the station use as many local 
fmocre ecg as were employed in the 
making of the transcriptions. 

| Under the rules the Chicago local 
| 

















Buckeye Starts 
With 29 Programs 


put into effect March 5 the maker 
of a musical transcription in this city 
is restrained from placing the record 
elsewhere unless he has obtained 
broadcasting clearance from the local 
| union, Procedure further provides 
| for the Chicago union to inquire of 


| other locals their broadcast require- 


Columbus, March 16. | — 43 
DAR ments of the particular series. 
WHKC is now feeding 15 programs Application from World was the 
a week to the newly-opened Buck- | first received by the Chicago union 
eye Network, which includes also | and involves 26 quarter-hour pro- 
WHK, Cleveland and Youngstown. grams, with the Mid-Continent Pe- 
In addition to the ‘Georgia Crack- | troleum Co., the underwriter. Cam- 
ers’ show, six times weekly commer- | paign calls for the use of 22 stations. 
cial sponsored by Crazy Water Crys- | If the AFM locals which are requir- 
tals, WHKC is piping nine sustainers | ing man-for-man on this series have 
a week to the other outlets. Local | their way, it will be necessary for 
shows cn the net are The Word Man, | the stations concerned to pay for 16 
Cowboy Joe and Horseshoe Mike. standby men every time one of the 





Buckeye chain is also carrying 14 | Mid-Continent transcriptions is 
sustaining programs originating in | broadcast. 
Cleveland, making total of 29 pro- Replies received by Petrillo to 


date from associated locals indicate 
that they are strongly in support of 
his campaign on the recording issue. 
Petrillo is firmly of the opinion that 
the policy of his local will be 
adopted as a national one when the 
AFM holds its annual convention in 
Louisville this June. 

In his application to the Chicago 
local A. K. Kendrick, World v. p. of 
the Chicago office, broke up the Mid- 
Continent list as to network affilia- 





morning programs originate at 
WJAY and nine afternoon and eve- 
ning shows are being fed by WHK. 

Addition of sustainers to Crazy | 
Water Crystal commercial throws 
the new network wide open, 





John Galbraith, formerly western 
manager for the John Woodward 
newspaper rep outfit, joins NBC 








Chicago network sales staff. tion and stated that he assumed 


Petrillo would have ‘no objection to 
clearing transcriptions for use on 
network stations inasmuch as they 
are network stations. Kendrick also 


wrote that it was important that pro- 
duction on the series start by this 
week, ‘otherwise the campaign would 
not be of value to the advertiser as 
being too late to fit in with their 
spring advertising schedule.’ ‘Fur- 
thermore,’ said Kendrick, ‘I feel sure 
that the advertiser will not go ahead 
if we are prohibited from using thet 
transcriptions in some of these points 
as he needs to cover his complete 
territory with radio if radio is to be 
used. 

Following is the station list which 
Kendrick submitted for the account: 


WHDF, Calumet, Mich. 

WMT, Cedar RapFis, Ia. 

WGN or WBBM, Chicago, Ill. 

KGGF, Coffeyville, Kan, 

WHO, Des Moines, Ia. 

WERBC, Duluth, Minn, 

KOA, Denver, Colo, (for 138 programs 
only) 

WGRBF, Evansville, Ind 

KEPW, Ft Smith, Ark 

WIRE or WEBM, Indianapolis Ind 

WDAF or KMBC, Kansas City, Mo. 

KEFRU, Columbia, Mo. 

KGLO, Mason City, Ta, 

WHAS, TLouisville, Ky 

WTM.I, Milwaukee, Wis, 

WCCO or KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 

KWY, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

WOW, Omaha, Neb 

KSOO, Sioux Falls, 8S. D 

KMOX or KSD. St. Louis, Mo, 

WROW, Terre Haute, Ind, 

KTUL, Tulsa, Okla, 





Hannah Kichaver Joins CBS 
° Chicago, March 16. 
Hannah Kichaver has resigned 
from Sligh & Tyrrell talent agency 
to join the promotion department of 
the local Columbia Broadcasting 
System offices. 
Has long been identified as book- 
er here, 





Flash! 
Des Moines, March 16. 
Donald Thompson, of the WHO 
production department, has been 
elected an associate member of the 
newly formed radio branch of the 











Iowa Authors Club. 
































46 VARIETY 
=—-—_— 


RADIO 














WCFL, Chi Labor Station, Promises 
Snappier Stuff, More Showmanship 





Chicago, March 16. 
Station WCFL, which has gone 
along for years as the ‘Labor Station’ 


of Chicago but with little showman- 
ship or sales promotion, intends to 
snap out of it. New aggressive 
policy is promised by Maynard Mar- 
quard, who has recently become gen- 
eral manager. 

Advertising agencies, etc., have long 
held the opinion that WCFL was 
neglecting its own possibilities. With 
Chicago a big workingman’s town 
and WCFL the sole mouthpiece of 
the liberal viewpoint hereabouts, 
WCFL has rambled along in the 
past without making much capital 
out of its market position. 

Few scattered spurts along pro- 
gram-improving lines have been off- 
set by the previous general dullness 
of its entertainment schedule and the 
stodgy presentation of the labor 
stuff. Lots of dese, dem and dose 
spiels by fervid spokesmen of vari- 
ous causes has bored even the 
partisans Need for production 
values and common sense editing has 
been glaring. 

Admittedly the reform of WCFL’s 
showmanship is difficult due to the 


organizational politics behind the 
labor unions involved. But it is be- 


«lieved that the neglect of its profit- 
making possibilities has reached a 
point where WCFL can drive toward 
a better balanced and more attrac- 
tive entertainment set-up with less 








CARL 
HOFF 


LUCKY STRIKE 


“Your Hit Parade”’ 


Saturday, 10 p.m., EST 
WABC - CBS Network 

















JERRY 
COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM.. 
WEA NBC 


DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 

Thursdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WIZ - NBC 





. nunagement 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 


interference from 
speech-makers. 

There has been some whispering 
recently that the country’s other 
‘labor station, WEVD, New York, 
with less advantages in some re- 
spects, was outdistancing WCFL and 
doing a smarter job within its ob- 
jectives. 

Strong Market Story 

Policy of WCFL, as far as its being 
the ‘Voice of Labor’ is concerned, 
will not be altered, but Marquard 
policy will include the publicizing 
of the audience which listens -to 
WCFL ‘exclusively,’ 
labor families, of which there are 
over 400,000 in the immediate Chi- 
cago area. Station has catered to 
this class throughout the years of its 
existence. A strong market story 
is thought possible. Campaign to 
exploit these families to both adver- 
tising agencies and manufacturers of 
products for family consumption will 
be made. 


overpersistent 


filiate, taking sustaining programs 
and dance shots from that net, but 
the labor stuff, as well as other pro- 
grams for or by labor will be in- 
creased in number but given better 
presentation, more showmanship and 
playing down overdoses of gab. 





Indianapolis Station, 
Its 3rd, Finally Okayed; 
Many Tried and Failed 


Washington, March 16. 


Glenn Van Auken, 
a public utility lawyer in Indian- 
apolis following an active public 
and political career, is the success- 
ful holder of a construction permit 
for a third Indianapolis radio sta- 
tion. Van Auken has been a mem- 
ber of the Indiana State Senate for 
two terms, and also served as a 
member of the Indiana Public Ser- 
vice Commission, state body which 
guides all Indiana public utilities. 

By virtue of his permit, 
was awarded following a hot hear- 
ing session in Washington, D. C., 
he becomes a competitor, when the 
station is built, of WIRE, owned by 
| Eugene C. Pulliam, Lebanon (Ind.) 
newspaper chain owner; and of 
WFBIM, a subsidiary operating unit 
of the Indianapolis Power & Light 





who has been 














ALICE REMSEN 


“1 to announce that 


“Castles of Romance” 

is now sponsored by 
HARVEY and WHIPPLE, 
WIZ, NBC 


is please 


Inc. 
Tues. 6:35, 











| Co. WIRE is hooked with the NBC 
| red web, while WFBM is the local 
| CBS outlet. 

| It is understood Pulliam hotly 
| contested the granting of Van Au- 
| ken’s permit by the F. C. C., but 
WFB\M, taking no active interest in 
the third station scramble, appears 
| little concerned over the new sta- 
tion. 

| Contested action and protest of 
| WIRE was strictly on business basis 
| and centered on fact that two sta- 
| tions at present fill the need for 
| Indianapolis and vicinity, but Van 
| Auken was able to get the F. C. C. 
/ convinced otherwise. Another item 
|of interest is that Van Auken and 


| Pulliam are both on the same po- 


litical side of the fence, and per-| 


sonal friends to boot. 

Granting of the permit to Van 
_Auken climaxes scramble by vari- 
,ous people and organizations for 
‘another radio outlet for Indian- 
, apolis that has been going on for 
_ the past five years or more. 
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/LLS"| 


By JANE. WEST 


ae| |: - NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
| FAMILY BRINGS. YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS xo [EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivouy-Soap!*-99 **/100 °/ pure 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue 


; 
| IN . 
} 


Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
, NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST i 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir.. 


BLACKMAN ADVERTISING. 


INC, 


MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


the members of | 


Station is to remain an NBC af- | 


which | 


| of National 
Abroad’ over WSM each Friday night 
at 9:30 o'clock, CS. 








| Guest List 


AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—-WJZ) 
Mar. 23—Sheila Barrett. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8—-WABC) 
Mar. 18—Helen Menken, Margalo 
Gillmore. 
AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
(Sat. 10—WABC) 





Mar. 20—Margot Grahame, 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa, 8—-WJZ) 
Mar. 20—Virginia Verrill. 
Mar. 27—Charles Kullmann. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—-WEAF) 
Mar. 17—Shannon Quartet. 
CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9-WABC) 
Mar. 19—-Gertrude Niessen, Hugh 
Herbert, Gregory Ratoff, Henry Ar- 


metta, George Murphy, Doris Nolan, 
Mischa Auer. 


FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
Mar. 22—Margaret Speaks, 
ard Crooks. 


Rich- 


FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 21—Bartlett and Robertson, 


Fritz Reiner. 

March 28—Richard Crooks, 
FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m.—WABC) 

23—Not booked, 
GENERAL FOODS 
(Calumet) 
(Si. 5—-WJZ) 
Mar. 21—Armanda Snow, 
Bleecker, Kenneth E. Arnold. 


GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10—WEAF) 
Mar. 21—Marion Anderson. 
GROUP OF BANKS 
(Fri. 10 p.m.—WABC) 
19—Dr. Neil Carothers. 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 


Mar. 


Robert 


Mar. 


Mar. 17—Gelett Burgess. 

Mar. 19—Ida A. R. Wylie, Clyde 
Barrie. 

Mar. 22—Mrs. Eunice Barnard. 


INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
(1847 Rogers Bros.) 


(Su. 4:30—WEAF) 
Mar. 22—Noi booked. 
JELLO 


(Su. 7 p.m—WEAF) 
Mar. 21—Not booked. 


KRAFT 
(Th. 10—WEAF) 

Mar. 18—Basil Rathbone, Harriet 
Hilliard, Vitya Vronsky and Victor 
Badin. 

KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—WABC) 
Mar. 23—Charlie King, Thomas 
Thomas, Illiana. 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—-WABC) 
Mar. 22—Fredric March, Flor- 


ence Eldridge. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—WEAF) 
Mar. 18—Lillian Gish, Mary 
Small’s Juvenile Revue. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—-WEAF) 
Mar. 20—Stuart Erwin, June Coll- 
yer. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—-WABC) 
Mar. 20—Grace Moore. 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camel Cigarettes) 
(Tu. 9:30—W ABC) 
Mar. 23—Judy Garland, Frank 
Fay, John Boles. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—WEAF) 


Mar. i8—Henry Fonda, Walter 
O’Keefe, Edgar Bergen, Rudi Gras. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 


March 21—Bruno Castagna, Andres 
Segovia, Joseph Schmidt, Walter 
O’Keefe, Awatona 4H Club (broad- 
casting from Minnesota). 

SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 

Mar. 20—Albert Payson Terhune, 
Maj. James H. Doolittle, Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Molly, Vienna Boys Choir, 
Effors, Field and Hall Trio. 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS 
(Su. 3—WEAF) 
-Not booked. 


Mar. 21- 





Kirby’s State Dept. Series 

Nashville, March 16. 
Ed Kirby, sales promotion man- 
ager for National Life and Accident 
Insurance Company, is in Washing- 
ton and New York on business with 
reference to writing and production 
Life’s ‘America’s Flag 


Kirby conceived idea and 
duced first series of ‘America’s Flag 
Abroad’ over WSM last year. 











pro- | 


Scripts | 
are prepared with cooperation of De- | 
partment of State. They tell story of 
United States Foreign Service. 


Wednesday, March 17, 1937 








WPA Boys and Girls Toss a Party 





Hallie F lanagan Proves an Absent Heroine 
—Blackouts Forgot to Pull the Switch 





Radio wing of the WPA Federal 
Theatres’ Project tossed what it de- 
scribed as a ‘First Annual Frolic’ at 
a Broadway chowder coop Monday 
(15), with 400 hands turning up. 
Press was invited, but adroitly ad- 
vised that Uncle Sam couldn’t cuff 
any ink-stained wretches to the 
$1.25 dinner (including dancing and 
‘entertainment’) and consequently 
presscard-carriers were asked to 
step up on the scales and pay for 
own weighing. 

Hallie Flanagan proved to be the 
Paint Saint of the evening, though 
she didn’t show. Everybody present 
who looked authoritative had a dif- 
ferent slant on cause of her absence. 
Consensus was that she was ‘sick.’ 
It was good showmanship not to 
show up—everybody talked about it 
and her. Every mention of her in 
all the speakers’ table spiels was cue 
to rumble the rafters with palm- 
poundings. 

Alfred Kreymberg, the poet, 
is now in WPA radio, 
of poesy 


who 
read a piece 
he penned for occasion, 
titled ‘She Manages in South Da- 
kota.’ In achieving laudatory lines 
on Miss Flanagan, poet neglected 
his metre in the enthusiasm of his 
praise. Try to make Flanagan rhyme! 
Langdon Post, one-time film cric on 
old N. Y. World, now Tenement Hous- 
ing Commissioner, arose, announcing 
he’d patter for three minutes, but 
tripled his estimate. He did, how- 
ever, preface his palaver by saying 


KFEL, DENVER, GOES TO 
MONTANA FOR SPORTS 


Denver, March 16. 

By bringing the Denver Univer- 
sity-Montana State basketball game 
to Denver for broadcast, KFEL es- 
tablished a long-distance record for 
remote control for this region. 
Broadcast was arranged because of 
the tremendous interest of Denver 
sport fans in the games, which were 
for the Rocky Mountain champion- 
ship. 

KFEL Manager Gene O’Fallon, 
Sportcaster Bill Welsh and Engineer 
Paden Veatch made the trip to 
Bozeman, Mont., where the games 
were played, with the remote con- 
trol equipment in the KFEL mobile 
unit. Broadcasts were sponsored 
by the Denver Chevrolet Dealers, 


Dolph Gets New Tag 


San Francisco, March 16. 

New assistant to Donald W. Thorn- 
burgh, CBS vice-prexy in charge of 
Pacific Coast operations, is John M. 
Dolph, formerly CBS Pacific Coast 
sales manager, with headquarters 
here. Appointment became effective 
Monday (15), with Dolph shifting to 
Hollywood. 

Dolph’s assistant, Henry Jackson, 
has been placed in charge of the 
CBS sales staff here, while Harry 
Witt continues as sales manager in 
Southern California. Office vacated 
by Dolph will be abolished. Dolph’s 
new position will not conflict with 
that of Paul Rickenbacher. 

















Radio Paycheck Regular 
Pittsburgh, March 16. 

Uncertainty of local night club 
work has been abandoned for the 
regular pay envelope of a radio 
announcer by Ollie O’Toole, who 
has just joined staff of WWSW. 
O’Toole has been m.c.’ing at nite- 
ries here. 

He’s second recent addition to 
WWSW = announcing | staff, John 
Davis having replaced Ray Schnei- 
der couple of weeks ago, with lat- 
ter going on a leave of absence. 


he wouldn’t be humorous, and stuck 
to his word. 

Fred Niblo, quondam silent pic 
director (‘Ben Hur’), who now di- 
rects radio shows for WPA, hasn't 
forgotten how they lavishly toss out 
compliments in Hollywood at dinner 
parties. He lived up to the tallest 
tradition of the Coast. 

‘Entertainment’ was announced as 
being series of blackouts. Handled 
by the radio project personnel, lads 
and lassies must have thought they 
were in a studio with no audience 
present; leastwise they neglected to 
douse or dim the two spotlights 
when the various skits touched their 
‘over the hill’ lines. And, too, once 
a skit was interrupted by one of 
the prop men, who broke it up by 
walking on and asking if it were 
time to move the props off and 
bring on the equipment for the next 
one. 

Sketches were mild little bits, 
mostly lampooning various biggies 
and conditions in the project. 








WANTED 


Two Outstanding 
Character Actors 


One Blackface—One Rural 


Must have either vaudeville or radio 
background, The two men who 
qualify for these roles will be actors 
who write their own material or have 


extensive gag libraries. If you 
have the above qualifications, send 
full details at once. An exeep- 


tional opportunity for the right men. 


ADDRESS: Nelson Shawn, 
c/o VARIETY, Chicago 











phil 
baker 


THE 
GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDITOR 
GULF REFINING 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 
1:30-8 P.M., EST 
FABC 


CBS 











MYRT 


AND 


MARG 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
2:45 P.M.—Mon., Tues., Wed. 
Thurs. Fri. 


WABC - CBS 


























“The Bestend ane of the Southland” 


zancis GRAIG 


Francis 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


NBC Mondays, 1! :30 p.m., CST WSM 


Management—CRA 

















MILTON QUUGLAG 


(Week March 12th) Now at Detroit A. C., Detroit 
OPENING APRIL 12th, MAYFAIR HOTEL, LONDON 


DIRECTION: 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY . 
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HARDSHIPS OF STUNTING 


Missing Persons Racket eres noon se | Texas Broadcasters Pass Resolution 


Minded—Localites 


eta en a are Giving Craney Bill Partial Okay 


KFI here thought it was doing a public service when it cut in with Because of the interference with 
announcements on missing persons but discovered that its charitable 









































act was being misused for unscrupulous gain. Checkup by the sta- wecuiites connected with pens iyi , Dallas March 1¢ 4 
tion disclosed that collection agencies and process servers were avail- pearance here of Joe Louis, KLZ SEN GLASS SWALLOWS om, ale oe i 
ing themselves of the gratis service to get a line on their quarry. came near losing out on interview- x Board of directors of the Texas A 

Hereafter it'll take an okay from the police or sheriff's office before ing him over the air. Booked t \) 0 Broadcasters Association voted last 
the station will help round up the wayward ones. ah engin AVER ION T RADIO 


appear at 2:30 p. m. the locals ob- week to support with reservations 


jected to Louis making any personal the copyright bill which E. B. } 


bd 225 ON RADIO PROJECT appearances locally excepting that | Senator Carter Glass, of Virginia, Craney, of KGIR, Butte, Mont., as 
at his boxing exhibition. Came 2:30} Will make the second radio spiel of pan 2 ye ; 
S : 'and no Joe Louis in the studio. his life on March 29, stepping up to| Chairman of the National Associa- i 


WPA Broadcas Every N. Y oe at ir nadcastere’ c ‘ oOm-< 
ass ‘ oe “a a .. me Announced as a_ postponement the CBS mike and loosening his} “on of yg am rs cop i . ht com 
Station Excep sWL jie An er . ’ . a. neing ; mittee, has submitted to Congress. 

cee T. A. McClelland, engineer, got | tongue for an hour commencing at 


* . 
7 TBA bo embers were of the 
Tries to Sto Radio wing of the Federal The- |DUSY and ran a loop into the} N00 | omen ak Gn tees 
atres’ Project has. in the last week fighter’s private car and set up his Though Glass ” generally rated pose Fs i yo Bier aioee prise 
been almost doubled in personnel remote control equipment in an i a ae ee ee t) ; resent c he ght law, Yr 
. ; . | dislikes the air and consequently con- | the present copyrign aw, vue 


Mor : ( ‘ asia so, | hour and ten minutes, and the in- |“ ; hivensiils ° . pestis 
N State aw ed a = “ pre — terview, by Chas. Englis of the KLZ | fines his speech-making to vi: ual} that Craney's ea did not covet 
: ° fer from tne stage end, | aes beg ee 3 wut neces : swsree the matter completely. 
ew i headed by Alfred Kreymburg news staff, went on the air an hour | 2Udiences and newsreels. . : 














the | Prez’s S . Neen aes . ‘ Resolution which the TBA di- 
; S , — . rez’s Supreme Court plan has : \; 
poet, who, having been WPA the- and a half after schedule. aroused the vet Virginian, however, | rectors did pass thanked Craney for i 
atre beeen in the Bronx, | a wa ae so he’s taking to the airlanes to get| his efforts and urged that any pro- ; 
: ss now becomes assistant in the radio : rarer cible audience for hic at-| posed law should eliminate’ the 
ill eae project to Evan Roberts, the g.m. | Margaret Speaks’ Policy nee ag Fogg om bs ny the | minimum $250 penalty for infringe- 
E. C. Mills, general manag Staffed by 225, the WPA radioites| Starting with program of March| oreve bench | ments, require ASCAP to furnis! 
American Society of Composers, Au- Sows , Ss) 6m & program of March supreme bench. ments, require . to furnish 


. . , me .« . ac | 99 Ne aret Sneakc fer f 
thors and Publishers, arrived here are now on both NBC and CBS as | 22, Margaret Speaks will no longer os all 
well as every station in Greater! sing popular songs on the Firestone bers it controlled and prevent the 


. New York last week to pave the | .- : , Bf ' ; ; ’ 
pen : ; . whic ASCAP | New York with the exception of} show for NBC. About two months | Cobb Show in Camphor Society 
way for an injunction which As 


stations with a list of the num- 





from collecting on programs 


























proposes to ask against the recently | WLWL. ‘Group presenting dram- | ago she started including a couple Try in S$ Cobb’: ‘Paduc ah Planta- | not using its music. 
adopted anti-monopoly bill. Meas- atizations regularly skedded on the | of pops in her classical warbling. tion’ program fades off the NBC-Red| Same meeting voted to invite 
ure has passed both the state house broadcasters. | Raps by radio columnists, et al.,| with the April 10 broadcast. Ol¢s- | radio stations throughout the United 
- t: a oo " ? tae: a iss S -aks’ reversal Ss > as a S msori r ~te 2c © > , 3 %o -« ‘ 

of representatives and the senate and decided Miss Spe ~ ss — — * be f . — ring. - peter o atte - the io ose 
. Pore "ar co ol Wili TEMaIN ON Snow, dU 1ey wil ccoun iS ho aking on anotwner membersnip gatnering State or 1e 
s now awaiting the governor's sig- Cc | ; : ‘ 
aahaiel a Network hart be sung by members of the chorus. ' show to replace at present. spring. 

First thing which Mills attempted oe ia . en sete 

j on his arrival was to kill the meas- NBC NEW PROGRAMS 

| ure in senate committee. He charged Sherwin-Williams (paints) 

that if the bill passed it would make |—‘Woman’s Magazine of the Air,’ | 


it impossible for ASCAP to operate | Thursdays, 3:45 to 4 p. m. PST (until | 


in the state of Washington, as was | April 22; 2:45 to 3 p.m. PST on April 
obviously intended. Mills also|29 and thereafter), beginning April | 


claimed that the bill had been in-j1; for 13 weeks. KDYL and Red | 
spired by broadcasters and added} Coast, KTAR, KFSK, KWG, KMJ. | W i Y A 
that without the Society there was} Cycle Trades of America (bicycles) 
no way for composers and writers to}—-Unannounced program, Thursdays, 
check hotels, dance halls and radio|7:15 to 7:30 p. m., with repeat at 
stations to see that they were col-}11:15 p. m., beginning April 1; for 
lecting for their works, as provided|13 weeks. WJZ, WBZ-A, WEAN, 


for under the Federal copyright law. | WICC, WFIL, WBAL, WMAL, WSYR, | 
Washington theatres are interested| WHAM, WEBR, KDKA, WGAR, 
in this bill as much as broadcasters} WSPD, WXYZ, WCKY, WOWO, a 


and indications are that the governor | WENR, WLS, WABY, WFEA, WCOL, 
will approve the measure, unless he|(WGL from April 1 to 29 only), 
finds that the amendments inserted | WOOD, WBOW, WGBF, SE, WSOC, 
by the senate conflicted with the pro- | WWNC, WFBC, WCSC. Stations re- 














visions as passed by the house. Legis- | ceiving the program from 7:15 to 7:30 wf 
lators in either body revealed that|on April 1 to April 22, and shifted to a 
they were overwhelmingly in favor | the 11:15 repeat show thereafter in- 
of this type of bill in some form. clude: KWK, WMT, WTCN, KSO, 
| KOIL, WREN, SC, WJDX, SW, 
KGBX, KARK, KTHS, KTBS, KGNC, 
P NC, MW. Stations receiving the re- . . 
| Fred Allen Overworked ak skank Weeden sate ttn Advertisers occasionally ask “(Why a supplemental 
Mountain, KGHF, Blue Coast, KTAR, - 
Fred Allen may quit his connec- |KFBK, KWG, KMJ, KERN, North show in Greater New York?’’ This question might 
tion with Bristol-Myers at the expi- | Mountain. 
ration of their present contract. Re-| Griffin Manufacturing Co. (All ust as well be ‘“‘Why a pith helmet i ” 
port is that the strain of an hour’s| White shoe cleaner)—‘Griffin Mel- J dade ae ee 
show is proving too much for him | ody Clock’ musical with Hugh Bar- 
ghd that ha Would ereler to shift to |tett’s orghesten, dean O'Neil, Bares Every locality makes its own particular demands. And 
something that would limit him to a} McKinley and the Tune Twisters 
half hour's appearance. There is| Trio, Mondays, 7 to 7:30 p. m., be- if there is any one market whose demands are to be 
also a money angle. ginning May 17; for 52 weeks. Basic 
Allen has been on the same pay- | Blue, WSAI, WABY, SC. found nowhere else, it is Greater New York. Twenty- 
roll since the beginning of 1934. General Foods (Grape-Nuts)— 
‘Burns and Allen with Ray Noble’s : . : 
Guchasinn! thendawe, & to 640 ». m. eight national advertisers now using WOR to supple- 
WERC Goes Gala March 27 (note: rebroadeast is from 9:30 to 10 
Cincinnati, March 16. |p. m. until April 19; on and after ment their network shows are perfectly aware of this. 
Dedication of WKRC’s new studios | April 26 the repeat show shifts to 
and transmitter gets an hour gala | the 10:30 to 11 p. m. spot), beginning They also know that their advertising appropriations 
“— station on March 27. April 12; for 51 weeks. WEAF, 
overnors from three _ states,|; WNAC, WTIC, WJAR. WTAG, 
} pos, ce dy Wilson and City Man-| WCSH, KYW, WFBR, WRC. WGY, for Greater New York must be in proportion to the 
ager ystra will talk, as well as} WBEN, WCAE, WTAM, WIRE, 
WKRC’s g.m., Tim Goodman. Sta-| WWJ, WMAQ. WLW, SE. WCSC. total sales derived from this market. It is only logical 
tion’s and city’s history will be|CRCT. Repeat show for: NC, NW, 
dramatized. SC, WJDX. SW, KGBX, KARK, to admit that a market which yields 10 to 20% of any 
—— | KTBS, KGNC, KOB, Red Mountain 











and Coast, KTAR, KFBK, KWG, 


WHAT STRIDES! ed — — KGU, KSD, 


NBC RENEWALS 


advertiser’s total sales, cannot be thrown for the count 





with an expenditure of four, six, eight or'ten per;cent 























Now it is ; 
General Electric Co. (appliances) i ‘ 
wiiiaan 6 Chasen Catenion hast for advertising. It all boils down to the fact that radio 
| 26; for 11 weeks. Basic Red, WLW, P 
i} Canada, SE, SC, SW, NC, Red Moun- is no longer something “worth trying.” Basically, 
tain, Red Pacific Coast (with KGO 
instead of KPO), North Mountain. radio conforms to the same sound principles which 
| Lamont Cerliss amd Co. (Pond’s 
in Kansas City, Mo. Face Cream and Powders)—‘Hus- overn all advertising. A maior an 
Ys bands and Wives,’ beginning April 6; 8 8 jor one is plank your 
: ‘ for 26 weeks. Basie Blue, WSAIT, . 
++ ++ and what a mer WABY, Blue Mountain and Coast. greatest expenditure in the greatest volume market. 
chandising department Packer’s Tar Seap—‘Thatcher Colt 
Mysteries,’ beginning April 4; for 26 Sure the per-cent-profit may be lower than that for 
EEE =j weeks. Basic Red, WBOW, WGBF, 
| Red Mountain and Coast. Dubuque, but no national advertiser can afford to 
S. C. Johnson and Co. (wax and 
allied products)—‘Fibber McGee and P » 
Molly,’ beginning April 12; for 52 ignore it. And WOR is the supplemental outlet by 
ROCHESTER weeks. Basic Red, WOOD, WCOL, 7 
NC, NW, SE, WSOC, WWNC, SC, every plain and fancy measure. 


WJDX. SW, KTBS, KTHS; repeat 
show via Red Mountain and Coast. 


CBS RENEWALS 
Chevrelet—‘Rubinoff’ program, be- | 


ginning April 11; for 13 weeks. Same | 
station list. | 

Note: New programs or renewals 
for more than 13 weeks are gen- 
erally cancellable in cycles of 13 


weeks on 30 days’ notice. 
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Rep Firms Coalesce 


Chicago, March 16. 


New station rep firm has set up 
shop, this one by a merger of in- 
terests, combining the Weston, Fryk- 
man & Allen company with the 
radio department of Small, Spencer, 
Brewer. 

Label of the new outfit is con- 
densed to Small & Brewer. 








WAX FIRM DISSOLVES 


Los Angeles, March 16. 
Transcription firm of MacGregor 


& Sollie last week became the sole | 


ownership of C. P. MacGregor. 

S. A. Sollie sold his interest to his 
partner and will devote his time to 
engineering experiments. 





Gold Rush in Florida? 
Pensacola, Fla., March 16. 

WCOA, local CBS outlet, has had 
boom biz thus far in ’37, with rev- 
enue 252% up over same period in 
°36. Biggest hop has come from net- 
work, biz thus far this year being 
502% over corresponding period in 
*36. 

Station is owned by John H. 
Perry, who also owns News-Journal. 





Grace Chilcote at WHDL 


Olean, N. Y., March 16. 

WHDL has new p.a. in Frederick 
G. Meyers, and has inaugurated post 
of femme-program director, with 
Grace Chilcote, onetime legit stock 
player, filling spot. 

Meyers is new to broadcasting, 
coming directly from St. Bona- 
venture College, where WHDL 
studios are housed. 





F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, March 16. 
California: KGDM, E. F. Peffer, Stockton, denied 
power change from 1 kw daytimes only to 1 kw nignt 
and day, and change of hours from days to limited, 
Commish sustaining Examiner Ralph L. Walker. 
Indiana: Glenn Van Auken, Indianapolis, granted 
new station to be operated on 1050 ke with 1 kw, day- 
times only, Examiner P. W. Seward upheld. 
Kansas: KCKN, WLBF Broadcasting Co., Kansas 
City, granted permission to change name from WLBF 
Broadcasting Co., to The KGKN Broadcasting Co. 
New York: WMCA, Knickerbocker Broadcasting Co., 
New York, granted power boost for auxiliary trans- 
mitter from 500 watts to 1 kw for emergency purposes 
only; Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., New York, 
granted extengjon of authority to, transmit programs 
to Canadian stations CFBR and CKAC and to stations 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
North Carolina: Asheville Daily News, Asheville, 
application for new station to be operated on 1370 ke 
with 100 watts remanded to docket for further hear- 
ings. 
Oregon: KXL, Portland, granted renewal of license 
on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, shar- 
ing with KBPS,.Portland (also granted authority to 
transfer control of corporation from H. B. Read to 
T. W. Symons and E. B. Craney). Examiner P. W. 
Seward sustained. 

Pennsylvania:. Lou Poller, Jessup, application . for 
new station to be operated on 1370. ke with 250 watts 
days dismissed at request of applicant; Fayette Broad- 
casting Corp., Uniontown, granted new station to be 
operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts days, Commish re- 
considering action of Dec. 1 (KQV, Pittsburgh, with- 
drawing protest). 

Texas: Malcolm H. Clark, Amarillo, application for 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts 
denied as in cases of default; John S. Braun, Waco, 
application for new station to be operated days only 
on 1500 ke with 100 watts dismissed with prejudice 





COMBINATION! 








after Broadcast Division denied petition requesting 
dismissal without prejudice. 

Vermont: WQDM, E. J. Regan and F. Arthur Bost- 
wick, St. Albans, denied special temporary authority 
to operate on 1370 kc with 100 watts power at location 
authorized by construction permit. — 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: George H. Payne, new station to be op- 
erated on 1440 kc with 500 watts; KGO, National 
Broadcasting Co., San Francisco, move transmitter 
near Belmont, install new equipment and vertical ra- 
diator and jump juice from 742 to 50 kw; KRE, Cen- 
tral California Broadcasters, Inc., Berkeley, install 
vertical radiator, change frequency from 1370 to 1440 
kc, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days. 

Radiotel Corp., San Diego, new staiton to be oper- 
ated on 920 kc with 500 watts; KMJ, McKlatchy 
Broadcasting Co., Fresno, night power boost from 500 
watts to 1 kw. 

Georgia: J. K. Patrick & Co., Athens, new station to 
be operated on 1310 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days. 

Illinois: Howard A. Miller, Galesburg, new station 
to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts, days only. 

Indiana: WBOW, Banks of Wabash, Inc., Terre 
Haute, change equipment, install directional antenna 
system, change frequency from 1310 ke to 1290 ke, 
boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 
500 watts nights, 1 kw days, using directional anterna 
for nighttime operation. 

Massachusetts: John W. Haigis, Greenfield, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1210 ke with 250 watts days 
only. 

Michigan: Voice of Detroit, Inc., Detroit, new station 
to be operated on 1120 ke with 500 watts nights, 1 kw 








“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WJZ-9:30 P.M. E.S.T.—Mondays 
NBC Network 


Dir.: A. & S. LYONS, Ine. 











days. 

Minneseta: Minnesota Broadcasting Corp., Min- 
neapolis, night juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw (to be heard 
before Broadcast Division). 

Missouri: KCMO, Kansas City, install new equip- 


ment and directional antenna, change frequency from 
1370 to 1450 ke and jump power from 100 watts to 
1 kw. 

New York: Watertown Broadcasting Corp., Water- 
town, new station to be operated on 1420 kc with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days (to be heard with related 
applications), 

North Carolina: Carolinas Radio, Inc., Charlotte, 
new station to be operated on 880 kc with 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days. 

Ohio: WSPD, Toledo, night power boost from 1 to 
5 kw. 

Oklahoma: World Publishing Co., Tulsa, new station 
to be operated on 940 ke with 1 kw nights, using direc- 
tional antenna, 5 kw days. 

Oregon: KSLM, Salem, change frequency from 1370 
ke to 1110 ke, boost power from 100 to 500 watts (to 
be heard before Broadcast Division). 

South. Dakota: KWTN, Greater Kampeska Radio 
Corp., Watertown, change frequency from 1210 ke to 
1340 kc, increase power from 100 watts unlimited to 
250 watts nights, 500 watts days (desires facilities of 
KGDY, Huron). 

Texas: KGKL, San Angelo, install new equipment 
and vertical radiator, change frequency from 1370 to 
940 kc, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days; Amarillo Broadcast- 
ing Co., Amarillo, new station to be operated on 1500 
ke with 100 watts. 

Utah: Provo Broadcast Co., Provo, new station to 
be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts. 

Virginia: Petersburg Newspaper Corp., Petersburg, 
new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, specified hours. 

Washington: Skagit Broadcasting Association, Bell- 
ingham, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days (facilities of KVOS). 

West Virginia: West Virginia Newspaper Publishing 
Co., Clarksburg, new station to be operated days on 
1250 ke with 1 kw. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: KEHE, Evening Herald Publishing Com- 
pany, Los Angeles, voluntary assignment of license 
to Hearst Radio, Inc.; Robert E. Clements, Huntington 
Park, new station to be operated on 1160 kc with 250 
watts, days only. 

Indiana: WGL, Fort Wayne, make changes in trans- 
mitting equipment and increase power from 100 watts 
to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Kentucky: WCMI, Ashland, change frequency from 
1310 to 1120 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days to 250 watts nights, 1 kw days. 

Louisiana: Southern Broadcasting Corp., New Or- 
leans, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Mississippi: Standard Life Insurance Co. of the 
South, Jackson, new station to be operated on 1420 
kc with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

South Carolina: Spartanburg Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, Spartanburg, new station to be operated 
on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Texas: KTSA, San Antonio, voluntary assignment of 
license to Hearst Radio, Inc.; WACO, KTSA Broad- 
casting Co., Waco, voluntary assignment of license to 
Hearst Radio, Inc.; KNOW, KUT Broadcasting Co., 
Austin, voluntary assignment of license to Hearst 
Radio, Inc. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Iowa: Ample resources and wide broadcasting ex- 
perience of the applicants won the nod from Exam- 
iner Melvin H. Dalberg last week, on the request of 
Central States Broadcasting Co. for a smallie at Coun- 
cil Bluffs. Perch on the 1500 ke ribbon and unlim- 
ited time is asked by Central States for its new ven- 
ture. Dalberg recommended commish okay the plea, 
since need for additional service exists in the area 
and no interference would result. 

Legal line-up included Paul D. P. Spearman, repre- 
senting applicant; Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith, 
appearing for WOW, Omaha, Neb., and Tyler Berry, 
commish attorney. 





DeWitt on Cuba Trek 
Nashville, March 16. 


at WSM and chairman of the en- 
gineering division of the National 
Association of Broadcasters, is in 
Havana where representatives of the 
Mexican government are conferring 
members of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission and the De- 











partment of State with regard to the 
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John H. DeWitt, Jr., chief engineer RE | I | I UPPER 





Washington, March 16. 


WSM’S Household Hinter 
Nashville, March 16. 
Mary Lyles Wilson set for 15- 
minute period of recipes and house- 


hold hints on WSM Mondays. Wed- 
nesdays, and Fridays at 10:15 a.m. 
CST, sponsored by Scott Towels. 


Miss Wilson did her Radio Kitchen 
on WSM previously. 





McLeod Quits Radio 


Peddle Mal ie 


Mal Stevens, football coach at 
N.Y.U., has 0.k. from school to go on 
air and use his billing at institution 
Handled by John T. Casey, Stevens 
is being offered around for next griq 
season. 

N.Y.U. has set some restrictions on 
sort of sponsor school will let Stevens 
accept. Beer, for instance, is out. 








Radio Rounds Up Workers 


St. Louis, March 16. 

KMOX informed 4,500 workers at 
General Motor’s St. Louis Chevrolet 
plant last week that a five-hour 
strike had been settled and they 
should report for work the next day, 
Plant Manager Phil Baugh informed 
James Shouse, gen. mgr. of KMOX 
of situation and asked his aid in hav- 
ing men back at work. Announce- 
ment followed. 

KMOX scooped daily rags hours 
on strike settlement. 





WSB Clicks Off 15th 


Atlanta, March 16, 

March 15 marked 15th birthday of 
WSB, Atlanta Journal's station, old- 
est in Dixie, and outfit is planning 
gala celebration of event. 

Under guidance of Lambdin Kay, 
from the start station has advanced 
from 100 watts to 50 kw. 





Gunn West for Transamerican 

Terry Gunn has joined Trans- 
american Broadcasting Carp. as. ae- 
count executive after a year with 
sales staff of Edward Petry Co., sta- 
tion reps. 

He will trek west to Chicago and 
Cincinnati, etc., on a sales promo- 
tion jaunt before locating perma- 
nently in N. Y. office. 

















MARIO BRAGGIOTTI 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 
Opens Limited Engagement at 


Normandie Ballroom, Boston 


March ‘th 
Soloist with Providence Philharmonic Orches- 
tra—March 16—Playing Own Composition: 
“SPANISH RHAPSODY” 
(HEARD ON NBC NETWORKEK) 
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Ine. 




















and His 


Orchestra 
RE-ENGAGED 
2ND YEAR 


OPENING IN MAY 


HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 









air situation below the Rio Grande. 

DeWitt is observing the meeting 
in the interest of WSM and other 
clear channel stations. 





Leon Stone Joins WIRE 


Indianapolis, March 16. 
Leon Stone is the newest addition 
to the sales staff at WIRE, coming 
in last week. Formerly with WIBU, 
Poynette (Wis.). 
Will handle general commercial 
biz. 





Gwendolyn Beasly and Mary Renny 
new staff additions at WCCO, both 
working on schedules, 
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9:00-9 





Red Network—N2C—Monday Through Saturday 
45 A.M. 


SO WHAT!! 


and HALL 








Shifting political winds last week 
cleared path for another attempt to 
settle snarl involving competing ap- 
plications for local transmitter at 
Watertown, New York. Case, serious 
headache for Federal Communica- 
tions Comrnission for months, was 
designated for new hearing by 
Broadcast Division last week. 


After weeks of marking time, 
Commish ordered examiners to 
weigh relative claims of Watertown 
Times, which wants to purchase 


casting Co., affiliated with WSYR, 
Syracuse; and Black River Valley 
Broadcasters, previously charged to 
be tled up with the power trust. Lat- 
ter two contenders want 1420 kc 
berth. 

Green light was flashed after top 
rank Democratic politicians with- 
| drew opposition to the Black River 





summer by one F.C.C. examiner. 
Black River application has been 
| held up since the height of the 1936 


(Continued on page 51) 


| Srant, which was.-recommended last. 
| 


WCAD, Canton; Watertown Broad- 





New Orleans, March 16. 

Harry S. McLeod, who resigned 
from the St. Charles theatre staff 
some months ago to become adver- 
tising manager* of WBNO, has done 
a reverse. 

Now quits station to return to the 
theatre as promotion manager and 
booker of stage ...0ws. 





Yankee Synagogue Singer Set 

David Putterman, American-born 
Jewish cantor, will, sing on the 
Hammerstein Music Hall program 
for the Passover week program of 
March 30. 

Putterman ciaims to be only 
Yankee synagogue singer. 





Mary Small’s Fur Coat 


Mary Small, currently in stage- 
show at Keith’s, Boston, slipped in a 
single-shot commercial over’ WEEI: 
for I. J. Fox, furriers. 

Sponsor paid off strictly with mer- 
chandise, giving Miss Small a fur 
ensemble. 


— 
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Jam What Am, Dished Up Sunday: 
Swingo Session ‘Sends’ Sobbie 


By CECELIA AGER 

The New York unit of the United 
Hot Clubs oz: America had a jam 
session Sunday afternoon. 
Webb, Duke Ellington, Art Shaw, 
Benny Goodman, Joe Marsala, Eddie 
Condon, Frank Newton, Rex Stuart, 
Elia Fitzgerald, George Whetling, 
Mezz Mezzow, Irv Bushkin, Marty 
Marsala, the Count Basie rhythm 


section, and some phonograph rec- | 


ords, took it. This is a calm, and 
also the approved way of putting it. 
It was possible at this event, held 
in the studios of the American Rec- 
ord Corp., to learn many things, such 
as the correct method of listening 
to swing, and what hot record buy- 
ers look like. (The audience was 
made up of Milton Gabler’s Com- 
modore music shop customers.) 
Unlike the now historic clamor 
that greeted Benny Goodman’s 
opening show at the Paramount and 
so distressed the scholars of swing, 
there was nought but reverential 
quiet until each number was over, 
but over. Nobody made the hor- 
rible blunder of mistaking a break 


—ROY SONGS— 


Hey you “Gates”! 





Swing high on this: 


‘RUSTY 
HINGE’ 


It'll really “send” yo’! 








Chick | 


be 


HOTELS PAY SECURITY 
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| MAST ADS 


| 





ae 
for the finish, Nobody shushed: | 
nobody needed shushing. Late com- | 
ers came in on tip-toe, even if they 
happened to enter during a Chick 
Webb barrage. Overcome by the 
decorum of the thing, the photogra- 


climaxes. Only by its mass tremor, 
a unanimous, controlled shiver whose 
particular tempo was established at 
like the number, never wavered 
life in the audience at all. Leaning 
forward in their seats in frozen 





























TWO SMASH HITS 


From New Universal Film 
“When Love Is Young” 
VIRGINIA BRUCE 


SINGS 


When Love 
iS Young 


Did Anyone 
Ever Tell You? 


é e 
Watch for the Biggest 





“Peanut Vendor” 


“MAMMY BONG” 








Rhumba Hit Since | 


1619 Broadway, New York, N. Y. | 


postures, they shook. Rhythm pos- 
sessed them, but it was a well-be- 
haved devil. 
The Disciples 
They were as rapt, heeding the 
| esoteric 


recordings that regaled 


them, while John Hammond Jr. and 


the next combo, or the next combo 
was scurrying. about borrowing in- 
struments, as they were drinking in 
each fiourish of the extemporaneous 
talent, for genuine devotees of the 
art of swing appreciate it canned or 
fresh. Their discernment is so finely 
developed, their integrity so real, 
that they are quite able to resist 
the glamour of a swing star in per- 
son, if he does not happen to be 
also in form. 


These good people, the hot record 
buyers, are young and earnest and 
steady. They look like members of 
Christian Endeavor, but they are a 
little less frivolous. Their crush on 
swing seems to appease the excess 
vitality natural to their age and thus 
permits them to behave, unham- 
pered, in a blameless manner. See- 
ing their shining young faces, their 
exemplary conduct, their complete 
absorption in the musie and the nice 
restraint of their responsive shakes, 
it is clear that swing has a good 
influence on people, like religion. 
Indeed, so moved were the execu- 
tives of the Brunswick Recording 
Co. by the fine spirit of the after- 
noon, and by the sight of so many 
bona fide record buyers all at once 
(500, the various publicity repre- 
sentatives agreed, even though they 
didn’t agree upon whose _ studios 
were being used, some wanting them 
called the ‘Master Record Studios’ 
while others yearned to have them 
known as the ‘American Record Cor- 
poration’s’), that they insisted upon 
taking over Mr. Gabler’s thoughtful 
outlay for liquids for the musicians’ 
whistle-wetting. 


WALTER DOUGLAS NOT 
LIABLE ON FLUKE 


Walter Douglas, as trustee for the 
publisher-creditors of the Crown 
Music Co., was cleared of liability in 
a $25,000 negligence action when the 
case came up last week in the State 
Supreme Court, Queens County. Suit 
had been brought by the father of 
a child who had been injured while 
playing in a vacant house which 
Douglas had taken over as part set- 
tlement of the claims against the 
music jobbing firm. 

House was located in Richmond 
| Hills and the accident had occurred 











| 
MILLER MUSIC CO 14 Sorin the period of the house’s 


| foreclosure by a bank. Complaint 





of Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble. 
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Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
New Universal’s “Top of the Town” 


“WHERE ARE YOU?” 
“THAT FOOLISH FEELING” 
“JAMBOREE” 

“TOP OF THE TOWN” 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
1629 BROADWAY ®*° 


NEW YORK 














phers reserved their bulbs for the | 


the beginning of each number and | 


thereafter, was it possible to detect | 


| determining their shares of the 


was filed in 1934. Douglas is head | quarter of 1937 











1 EMPLOYERS 





Petrillo Forces Hotels to As- 


sume Employer’s Tax— 
Clarifies Issue on Which | 
Government liself Has | 


} 


| Refused to Rule 
| 





ULTIMATUM WINS 


icome up for airing at a 





Chicago, March 16. 
. Petrillo, of the Chicago 
Federation of 


James C 
Musicians, won a 
mashing victory last week when the 
| hetels, theatres and nite clubs agreed 
|}to assume the full responsibility of 
the employers’ tax in all social se- 


cians. Government itself has side- 


| stepped this issue. 
Theatre men and niteries had pre- 
viously agreed to assume the em- 
| ployers’ tax, but the hotel men held 
out until Friday n ght (12), insisting 
| that the band leaders were techni- 
|cally the employers of the men in 
the bands, and that it was up to the 





orchestra leaders themselves to pay 
the employers’ portion of the social 
security tax. But Petrillo argued 
that the leaders were not employers, 
| but were merely heads of one de- 


partment of the hotel, namely, the 
music department, and as such were 
not to be held for the employers’ tax. 

When the hotel men weren't agree- 
ing with Petrillo tiie local Musicians 
Union prepared to pull its men out 
| of the hotels on Friday nighi. But at 
| around 5:30 p m. on Friday tele- 
grams began to come into Petrillo’s 
office in the Musicians Union. Wires 
were from the individual hotels and 
each one, in practically identical 
wording, agreed io assume the em- 
ployers’ tax. 

James C. Petrillo, however, called 
the men out of one hotel, the La- 
Salle, due to the fact that the union 
didn’t receive an okay wire from 
the LaSalle on Friday (12). 

Musicians were permitted to re- 
turn to the hotel on Monday night 
(15) by Petrillo, 


CROSBY’S 3 YRS. WITH DECCA 


Jack Kapp, Decca Records prez, is 
back from a six weeks’ recording 
trip on the Coast. 

While in Hollywood Kapp signed 
Bing Crosby to an extension of his 


Decca waxing deal for another three 
years. 


Availability Committee 
Won't Be Available After 
Thursday It’s Expected 


Newly elected availability commit- 
tee of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers starts 
its final functioning as a classifica- 
tion group tomorrow (Thursday). It 
proposes to rate the various publish- 
ers’ availability points for use in 














|royalty distribution for the first 


and then vote that 


j instance it will be 
Mr. Gabler were coaxing together |°U"!tY situations in regard to musi-| jing to approve or reject a proposal 


Music Pubs Mull NBC Limit on Vocals; 
John Royal Explains Web Reasoning 


Move by NBC to regulate the num-|cials held that some sort of control 
ber of vocals broadcast by 
control orchestras after 11 p. m. will | of singing that comes from the re- 
be among the subjects which will | mote bands during the late evening 
general | hours and the thing that he is trying 
meeting of the Music Publishers | to effect is anything but arbitrary. 
Protective Association at the Astor The number of vocals that a dance 
hotel tonight (Wednesday). Meeting | combination wili be allowed averred 
had originally been scheduled for | Royal, will depend on how good the 
last night, but the detention on busi-| singer is. If the vocalists are not 
ness in Washington of John G. Paine, so good it will have to be two vocals 
MPPA chairman, made the change | to the 15-minute broadcast and three 
advisable. |for the half-hour pickup. A band 
Other matters that are slated for | with a good lyric interpretator plus 
discussion are the code of fair trade | 4 pleasing voice will be left to its 


practices which the Federal Trade 


| 
remote | had to be exercised over the clas 


vn discretion. Dance 


Commission is prepared to give the/ Royal stated, have been lax in the 
music industry, the attempts to| selection of their singers. Only so- 


|}amend the copyright law which will} )}ution, as he saw it, was to resort 


be made during the current session 
of Congress, and the Lucky Strike 
Hit Parade programs. In the last 


to the two-vocals-in-15-minutes rule 
land, if the band leaders didn’t take 
the hint and improve the quality of 
up to the meect-| singing, impose still firmer restric- 


tions. 
that the MPPA take legal action to 


| 
restrain the cig account from nu- | 
merically rating the popularity of | 
current song releases by way of its | 
programs on NBC and Columbia. | 
Legal problem has been studied by | 

the MPPA’s general counsel, rations : 
| 
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—¥VASIT OR WRITE 







OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 


V. McKee, and his recommendations 
will be made to the meeting. 
Royal’s Attitude 


LITTLE DIFFERENT 
John Royal, NBC program chief, _— 













IT’S STILL 
BEING DONE 


denied Monday (15) that the rule on | 
vocals would serve to curb the pop- 
ularity of the ballad type of music, 
as has been claimed by some pubs, 
Royal said that he wasn’t interested 
in the type of number broadcast, but 
that he was concerned with the qual- 
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YOU’RE PRECIOUS 
TO ME 










=<» 


IT’S HIGH TIME 
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ity of the rendition. Network offi- s IT’S NO SECRET 
IN THAT I LOVE YOU 


(Waltz) 


THE LADY LIKES 
TO LOVE (Rumba) 


pu» <2 <>=---- 


NAVAL OFFICER DRAWS 
BLANK ON ‘ANCHORS’ 


Robbins Music Corp. had its rights 
to ‘Anchors Aweigh’ sustained last 
week when Judge Murray Hulbert in 
the Federal Court, New York, 
granted a motion for dismissal of the 
infringement suit brought by Alfred 
H. Miles, former naval officer. Note- 
worthy legal angle to the case was 
the defense set up by Julian Abeles, 
Robbins counsel, which held that a 
copyright invested in a song folio 
could not be made to apply to the 
individual numbers in the publica- 
tion, 

Allied with Miles in the litigation 
was the Doubleday-Doran Co., which 
controls the folio involved. Miles in 
his complaint explained that while a 
midshipman at the Naval Academy 
in 1907 he wrote the lyrics of ‘An- 
chor’ while the late Lt. Charles A. 
Zimmerman, the bandmaster, did ¢he 
music. Pair subsequently relinquished 
their rights to the Trident Literary 
Society and the latter in turn gave 
what was formerly known as the| 
Doubleday, Page & Co. the right to 
publish the song in a book of naval 
songs. It was Miles’ contention that 
Robbins had no right to make com- 
petitive use of the number. 

In answering the suit Robbins 
pointed out that the Wurlitzer Co. 
had originally obtained the sole pub- 
lication rights of ‘Anchors’ from Lt. 
Zimmerman and that this right later |, 
came into Robbins’ possession. Fol- | L = = 


lowing the composer's death the lat- | OMERICON-DOLHEIM CO. 


| 
295+ FLOURNOY ST..CHICAGO, til. 









i 





Lo oe 


Orchestrations 50c each 
EDDIE LAMBERT—sen. Pref. Mar. 
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ter firm obtained a renewal of copy- | 
right contract from his widow. | F ; j { ap ‘ 
Counsel for Miles and Doubleday, qua ity music & title printing & engraving 





this same function be returned to 
| the publisher faction (12 members) 
|on the ASCAP board of directors. | 

It is not expected that more than | 
one or two members on the availa- | 
| bility committee will vote against | 
the return proposal. Move will shift 
to the ASCAP directorate the matter 
of settling the demands for boosts 
| in availability ratings made by the 
| Warner Bros. firms. 

There is a special committee of 
| three publishers still trying to de- 
| vise a mathematic and set formula 
| for determining a member’s availa- | 
| bility rating. This formula would | 
lseeck to measure but one thing, the | 
| value of a particular catalog to the | 
society. 





Doran did not onnose , , ror } AT REASONABLE PRICES r 
or ppose the motion for | WORK DONE BY ALL PROCESSES hg 
dismissal. Mond ESTIMATES FURNISHED 
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You'll Wake Up and Live 
When You Hear the Sensational Musical Score by 


Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 


for the 20th Century-Fox Screen Scoop 


““WAKE UP AND LIVE”’ 


Starring 
WALTER WINCHELL and BEN BERNIE 
Including Alice Faye, Jack Haley, Patsy Kelly, Walter Catlett 


A Musical Thrill Awaite You Watch and Listen for It 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. © NEW YORK 
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SANTLY - JOY 
COPS 


The Greatest 
Novelty Song 


in a 
~Generation! 


THE 
LOVE 


BUG 
WILL 





-+$6,000 and $7,000 
funds. Musician pleaded not guilty, 
gave bond for $2,500 and case in Fed- 
eral court will be heard this week. 
Secret service men spent a yéar on 
the case, charging that Hesidence 


YOU 


IF YOU DON’T WATCH OUT 





Optional Breaks 


A comedy sock can be had 
by using excerpts from old 
songs if and where available 
in optional breaks. 


A Phenomenal 
Contagious Smash 


* 
Werds and Music by 


PINKY TOMLIN 


We're Swamped with 
Nation-wide Calls 
. 


SANTLY BROS-JOY 


Music Publishers 
1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


LOOKING FOR BALLROOMS 


Are 





H. W. Perry and Joe Becker 
Scouting for Good Sites 





Louisville, March 16. 
H. W. Perry and Joe Becker, dance 
promoters and park owners, are 
scouting for new spots. 
Perry, former owner of Summit 
Beach Park, Akron, O., may take 
over the Gypsy Village in Fontaine 
Ferry Park, Louisville, Ky. Becker, 
last with Oriole Terrace, Detroit, 
wants to pitch tent in Cleveland. 
H. C. Shannon, operator of Euclid 
Beach Park, Clevelund, will use a 
new band weekly when season opens. 


CHILDS DUCKS TOLEDO 
FOR 1-NITES UNDER CRA 


Toledo, March 16. 

Austin Wylie is booked for Com- 
modore Perry hotel, Toledo. Band 
enters March 27 after closing at 
Webster Hall, Pittsburgh. 

Wylie replaces Reggie Childs, who 
exits for five weeks of one-nighters 
before returning to Commodore 
Perry. Childs did best biz regis- 
tered around here in many moons. 
CRA handling. 


Coast Dates Set for 














Los Angeles, March 16. 

Bob Crosby and Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma orchestra have been 
booked for early appearance at the 
Palomar dance hall here. Contract, 
negotiated by Ed Fishman of Rock- 
well-O’Keefe, calls for nitery book- 
ings covering 32 weeks, with op- 
tions and renewals involving around 
$80,000. 

Contract runs until March of next 
year. 

Ted Fio Rito’s ork, presently at the 
Palomar, remains until April 13, con- 
tract having been renewed for four 
weeks. 


ARREST MUSICIAN 


Charged with National Guard Fund- 
Juggling in Ohio 











Cleveland, March 16. 
Frank A. ‘Pinky’ Hesidence, local 
band leader who lives nearby in 
Akron, O., was arrested last week 
by two secret service agents on 
grounds of embezzling between 
in government 


made false payroll entries and forged 
payroll checks for three years while 
warrant officer of the 107th Cavalry 
band of the Ohio National Guard 
here. Also alleged that he collected 
money from government for men 
who did not appear for drill and 
that he kept a non-existant care- 
taker on the payroll. Musician re- 
signed from the service last May. 





N. E. Barnstormers 


Clyde McCoy and Rita Rio bands 
begin one-nighting through New 
England beginning March 27. Hud- 
son-DeLange crew hits one-nighter 
trail through east beginning April 16. 
Little Jack Little, Claude Hopkins 
and Joe Haymes currently trouping 
New England. 

Charles Shribman office handling 
tours. 


Les Brown’s Holy Week Date 


Les Brown will do Holy Week at 
the Nu-Elms Ballroom, Youngstown, 
O., after which he plays Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati, March 27 and 28, 
for Jim Lyon, in Washington on the 
29th. 

Reopens at the Trianon Ballroom, 
Cleveland, March 30. 








Krevitz on Norvo Tour 
Chicago, March 16. 

Nate Krevitz, former publicity di- 
rector for Music Corporation of 
America is going with Red Norvo 
orchestra, and Mildred Bailey doing 
special exploitation. 

Norvo and Bailey combination 
now closing at Blackhawk here, 
heading out for a six to eight-week 
tour of the midwest ballrooms. 





Archer Ballrooms Use Moore 

Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore will tour his 
band over the Archer circuit of ball- 
rooms on an eight day stint starting 
April 10. 

Booked by CRA, band will hit 
Iowa, South Dakota and Nebraska on 
the tour. 





Crosby, Casa Loma Orks: 


Most Played on Air 


To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
March 7-13. 


*This Year’s Kisses 

Boo Hoo 
*May I Have Next Romance? 
When Poppies Bloom Again 
TLittle Old Lady 

*Slumming on Park Ave. 

How Could You? 

I Can't Lose That Longing 

On Little Bamboo Bridge 
*Too Marvelous for Words 
*I’ve Love to Keep Me Warm 
Trust in Me 

When My Dreamboat Comes 
What Will I Tell My Heart? 
*Moonlight and Shadows 

*Goor Night, My Love 

My Last Affair 
*Smoke Dreams 
*With Plenty Money and You 
Serenade in the Night 

Mood That I’m In 
*One in a Million 

Summer Night 

You’re Here, You’re There 
*Love’s Good for Everything 











*Indicates filmusical song. 
tIndicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 











KYSER BOOKLET 
FREE AT DANCES 


Chicago, March 16. 

Kay Kyser, now at the Trianon 
Ballroom here, is to go on a tour 
of one nighters in May, with 30 
dates lined up at present, and more 
being arranged by Music Corpora- 
tion of America. 

Autobiography of Kyser is being 
made up, pictures and all, to be used 


as a giveaway to one-nighter cus- 
tomers. Understand cost of about 25 
cents each is being split by the 
leader and MCA, 


Bestor Into Dallas on 
Co-op Booking Deal 


On a co-operative booking with 
Rockwell-O’Keefe office, CRA has 
set Don Bestor for four weeks at the 
Adolphus hotel, Dallas, Tex., start- 
ing March 19. 

Bestor moves out of the Nether- 
land-Plaza hgtel, Cincinnati, on April 
2, and will one night it through south 
until opening at Adolphus. Hotel is 
a R-O’K location. 











Emil Velasco in Ohio 

Emil Velasco orchestra goes into 
the new Dirigible of Dance (nee 
Trianon), Cincinnati, on March 20 on 
a two-day week end appearance. 
Manager John Luzader will play 
heavy percentage of local bands in 
coming season with intermittent out- 
side bookings. 

Velazco also unshutters Meadow- 
brook Park, Beacon, O., Easter Sun- 
day. H.S. Walters operates latter. 





Lee Bennett’s Short Tour 

Lee Bennett’s band opens for Fred 
Luther, Greensburg, Pa., March 17, 
hops to prom at Carnegie Tech., 
March 19. 

Plays for Toots Marshall at Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati, March 20 and 21, 
0 be followed by a prom in Memphis 
March 23. 





Fred Astaire on Discs 
Fred Astaire and Johnny Green’s 
ore are cutting the numbers from 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) for Bruns- 
wick platters, 
Film is forthcoming Astaire star- 
rer, 





Mills Music, Ine., has obtained the 
American rights to ‘Have You For- 
gotten So Soon’ and ‘Left-Right, Out- 
In’ from Lawrence Wright, British 


publisher. Both tunes were written 
by George Gilbert and Horatio 
Nicholls. 





Denny Reopens Bellefonte 
Jack Denny reopens Hecla Park for 
A. J. Hockman in Bellefonte, Pa., on 
April 1. 





Band now at French Casino, N. Y. 


| April 9. 





On the Upbeat 


Jesse Owens, colored band, set for 
one-nighters in Ohio towns includ- 
ing Akron, Cleveland, Cincy, Day- 
ton, Columbus and Youngstown. 
Will also do Nashville and Memphis, 
Tenn., and Lexington, Ky., on the 
CRA routing. 








George Hall, Dolly Dawn, Red 
Nichols and Red McKenzie bands 
have signed with new Master Rec- 
ords for recordings under Variety 
label. 





Francis Craig, maestro of the band 
in the Hermitage hotel, Nashville, 
and of NBC’s ‘Magnolia’ program out 
of WSM, is due in New York on 
business the week after next. 








Ruby Newman’s band will replace 
Casa Loma in the Rainbow Room, 
Radio City, April 1. Deal is on for 


SNIETONE Yop, 
C 


S 







Announcing a New 
KALMAR-RUBY 
SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY” 


ESTABLISHED FAVORITES; 
“UNDER YOUR SPELL” 
“YOU DO THE DARN. 
"DEST THINGS, BABY” 





Wy MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPOPATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING.CO., Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


9 REA BUILDING (RADIO CITY) 


NEW YORK 





Casa Loma to open at the Palomar, 
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Los Angeles hoofery, at the end of 
May. 

Paul Whiteman’s orchestra merged 
with National Symphony, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., for concerts in Balti- 
more and Washington, March 16 
and 17. 





Roger Kortiand set to play for La 
Salle Junior College prom at Cedar- 
brook Golf Club, Philadelphia, 





Southern Centlemen is new tag 
for Dave Burnside’s band, current at 





Washington Duke hotel, Durham, 
n. G. 
Harry Horton’s ork opened this 


week at Le Mirage, N. Y., and will 
alternate with Cookie Williams 
melody. 











Joe Marsala’s is new band at Hick- | 


| CHARLIE WARKEN, Prof. Mgr. 


Witmork Presents | 


The Sensational Ballad | 
When My | 
Dream Beat | 
Comes Home 


From “CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring Dick Foran,“‘The Singing Cowboy” 
The Greatest Western Ballad in Years 


MY LITTLE | 
BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 




















ory House, N. Y., replacing Mike‘ = 
Riley outfit. 





Clyde McCoy will do a nighting 
stint for two weeks through Cleve- 
land, O., sector, beginning April 7, 
for CRA. 








Ellis Levy and Bob Sanders han- 
dling one-nighters and spot bookings 
for Consolidated Radio Artists on 
the Coast. 





Will Hollander going into his fifth 
month at the New Yorker hotel, 
i 2 








Gus Steck moves into Jack Demp- + 
sey’s, N. Y., March 25, 





Three Kings of Swing, cocktailery 
crew, set at Radisson hotel, Minne- 
apolis. 





Ina Ray Hutton’s crew does a 
week at Palace theatre, Cleveland, 
March 26. 





for a New Ergland route by CRA. 





Song Sheet Peddlers 


Fined in Scranton, Pa. 
Scranton, Pa., March 16. 

Four distributors of illegal song 

sheets were fined here by Federal 

Judge A. L. Watson for evading the 


music copyright laws. The men 
pleaded no defense. 
R. H. Cummingham, a federal 


agent, told the court that a syndicate 
with which the defendants were al- 
leged to have been connected made 
a profit of more than $75,000 a year 
through distribution of the sheets. 

Those fined were: John Santangelo, 
Stamford, Conn., $600; Walter Os- 
trowski, Jermyn, Pa., $100; John In- 
annini, Plainville, Conn., $200: and 
Joseph Di Lorenzo, Bayonne, N. J., 
$100. 








4 Teams Write Show 

Mills Music, Inc., is publishing the 
score of the latest Cotton Club show, 
opening tonight (Wednesday). Four 
teams of writers have contributed. 

Lee David and John Redmond did 
‘Where Is the Sun’ and ‘Old Planta- 
tion’; Ven Pollack and Harry James, 
‘Peckin’; Reginald Forsythe and 
Andy Razaf, ‘Dark Manhattan’ and 
‘Harlem Minuet,’ and Lee Wainer 
and Lupin Fein, ‘Don’t Know If I’m | 
Comin’ or Goin.’ Latter authored the | 


current Columbia U. Varsity Show. | 








Spud Murphy, arranger under | 
contract to the Robbins Music Corp.., | 
has completed his latest book on) 
swing music to be published by that | 
company. Jack Robbins has the | 
composer arranging 200 of the old | 
faves in the Leo Feist, Robbins and | 
Miller catalogs with modern tempos. 


| 
Hudson-De Lange band being set | 
| 

























The Love Song 
That Has Become a Classic 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


England’s Gift to America 


SUPPOSING 


From “With Love and Kisses” 
THE TROUBLE WITH 
ME IS YOU 
Will Hudson's Latest 


I'LL NEVER TELL YOU Bg 
I LOVE YOU 




















WARREN AND DUBIN 
At Their Best in These 


SEPTEMBER IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR TWO 
HOW COULD YOU? 
SUMMER NIGHT 


A New, Terrific Hit! 


GEE! But You’re Swell 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Prof. Mer. | 

















THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE 


(TONIGHT ) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
wiw TORK 
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Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 


{The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, shown elsewhere in this 


MUSIC 
vc nat.eatio C¥ | Chicago Thinks Home Offices Snobbish 


ciation moves its offices to Radio 
City March 20. 

There will be a house warming 
for members a couple weeks later. 
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Broadway’s Respect for Broadway, Disre- 
spect for Other Plugs, Burns Pluggers 























department. Song title and publisher of the best selling 15 are * * 
included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.] Ri hts Not With 

*Moonlight and Shadows ............ sedecdedetcess: SOR g Chicago, March 16. | pass up a hook-up running with = : 
When My Dreamboat Comes Home............ +++». Witmark a Long ranking burn-up by the local outstanding name orchestra throug 
EME 8 sash ese nese ese Gkoeerapeions dea ‘Berlin music representatives against their maybe 50 stations from here to the ' 
SED GUE BAND 6500006665005 000060% cewcesearcens Chappell riters tates home offices is the New York head- | Coast, in preference for a small two 
EO og cadens ccevice ese vedebaades Robbins 9 quarters attitude towards plugs,|or three station setup with an un- 
20 28s ta 6 es 5dedhs bua eos P . Shapiro emanating from Chicago. And the| known band from a cheap ballroom 

On a Little Bamboo Brid; ge. seeess cee ORES particular point of the burn is the] as long as that two-lung setup goes 

What Will I Tell My Heart. ee ee er Crawford renc ociety | fact that the home office execs pooh- into the home office territory where 

When the Poppies Bloom Again . Scab sé meceee ie ...- Shapiro pooh every and any plug unless it| the execs can hear the tune in per- 

SS Sa ery ee ee ee ee Ee PET EE. Ager | hits into New York. son 

ee i I o. 8  Ei ceet science eetescdeeeea Mills | LE | Ifa local rep gets a 45-station 

Chapel in the Moonlight.,.......... ee . Chappell | Woe the Gret time im the relation: | hook-up for a plug tune by a top 

alee Eek Ob Me BEE: WEARER. cicns<ssccccvcscsecceses Berlin | ship Stteden the twe. eranainetions name orchestra out of Chicago, it We Have 
*Sweet is the Word for YOU.........sscessecccscves Famous |the French performing rights society | doesn't mean a thing unless it cracks . 
Did Your Mother Come From Ireland ? bed wae ae eae Crawford lhas furnished legal information|? New York outlet. Gents in the | Just Acquired 

“¢ home offices seem to prefer a two- 


t Indicates stage production song. The 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pop 


showing that the American Society | ° acd a 

of Composers, Authors and Publish- oem ser om ne at gs 

lers holds the right in this country t B& om ge ~ a a 
imes Seenee. 


Edward Kityent Js) scoring Harry of all the, works of each member in| "It's generally admitted that WGN, 

Pearson’s picture, ‘African Holiday. 7 . . | the ‘Chicago Tribune pees is a 
this issue was obtained last week by tenner for en tanen end Green 

Julian Abeles as defendant counsel | PI POP VARSS SNS CeCneres, | 


| having built up lots of name orches- 
Yet a plug on WGN by an out- 








The Renewal of 
The Copyright of 
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Harms Presents 
From 
WILLING AND ABLE” “a 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


JUST A QUIET 
EVENING 


SENTIMENTAL AND 
MELANCHOLY 


CAFE CONTINENTAL 


European Hit 


“READY, 





Washington, March 16, 


Following announced adjournment 
of the Dickstein alien-actor bill 
hearings, a ‘surprise’ huddle—which 
would have been open to the public 
if they had showed up—was held 
Monday (15), with Paul Whiteman 
as the star, and only witness. In the 
midst of considerable confusion the 
King of Jazz—now reduced to a 
sylph-like 195 pounds—appeared be- 
fore a hastily gathered committee, 
one or two newspapermen and a row 
of empty seats, to say that he was 
heart and soul behind legislation to 
swap American and foreign talent on 
a 50-50 basis. 


Whiteman took a vigorous swat at 
England, on account of treatment he 
received when he took his band 
abroad, 

‘I went to England and they made 
me train a band the same size as my 
own before they would let me play,’ 
the jazz mogul complained. 

France also was slammed _ by 


VIENNA DREAMS 
Whiteman, who said he was required 


When Old Friends Meet Again to hire ‘four men for each one in 


@ my band.’ 


we tired of playing boodle,’ 
WITH PLENTY OF iteman squawked, explaining to 
MONEY AND YOU 


reporters that the game of boodle 
2 


consisted of ‘paying someone else’s 
salary for the privilege of work.’ 
HARMS, INC., RCA Blidg., N. Y- 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 


Declaring that music and the crea- 
tive arts should be free and uncon- 
fined, Whiteman nevertheless insist- 
ed that a protective law was needed. 

‘Even to an artist a living is some- 
times important,’ the jazz expert 
cracked. 




















IRVING BERLIN'S GREATEST SCORE 


‘‘ON THE AVENUE’’ 


(20th Century-Fox Release) 


THIS YEAR’S KISSES 
YOU’RE LAUGHING AT ME 


I'VE GOT MY LOVE 
TO KEEP ME WARM 


THE GIRL ON 
THE POLICE GAZETTE 


SLUMMING ON "PARK AVENUE 
HE AIN’T GOT RHYTHM 


* 


SPRING CLEANING 


A Great Timely, Novelty Song 
* 


. IRVING BERLIN, 


Tiles 
189 Se Seventh Ave... N.Y... HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. - Mgr. 





for Universal Pictures Corp. in an 
; | tras. 
infringement suit. Action had been ‘ 
: : : standing orchestra which will have 
brought in the Federal Court, New , 
tens of th« us and q 


York, by Georges A. Gogniat and the | 


United Music Co. 
ASCAP had always been hesitan 


Des Auteurs, Compositeurs et Edi- 
teurs de Musique, has made a prac- | 
tice of allowing its members to re- 
serve the performing rights to cer- 
tain of their works. With the 
of ASCAP Abeles contacted Alpi G. 
Bernard, managing director of the | 
French Society, and obtained from 





that the latter’s members were not 
under any circumstances permitted 
to retain any of their performing 
rights either in France or in any 
country where the French body had 
an affiliate. 

In his suit against Universal Gog- 
niat charged Universal had no right 
to make use of three tunes by Emile 
Fourdrein and Alexander E. Mer- 
cier, French composers, in a Goofi- 
tones short. Gem Pictures Corp. 
was the producer of the latter series 
and also named in the action on the 
performing rights issue were Loew 
and other theatres. Gogniat had 
based this angle of the litigation on 
the premise that the performing 
rights to the tunes involved had 
been reserved by the writers to 
themselves in all countries outside 
of France. 

Case had been recently argued be- 
fore Judge Lydell in the local U. S. 
court and decision had been reserved 
pending the defense’s receipt of sup- 
porting depositions from the French 
Society. 





‘Frederika’ Score Reason 
For New Music Distrib 


Chappell Co. and the Continental 
Music Co., a Lee and J. J. Shubert 
subsid, have organized the Sterling 
Music Publishing Corp. for the spe- 
cific purpose of handling the publi- 
cation of Franz Lehar’s ‘Frederika’ 
score in this country. Sterling has 
in turn assigned the sole sales agency 
and small performing rights to the 
score to the Chappell outfit. 


Shuberts and Max Dreyfus, owner 
of Chappell, decided to get together 
on the Sterling setup as a way out 
of the dilemma facing them on the 
publication of ‘Frederika,’ Chappell 
controlled the operetta’s music, while 
the Shuberts held the exclusive 
rights to the American lyrics, 














songs for the Millions from 
the 20th Century-Fox 
Picture 


“ONE IN A MILLION” 


‘ONEIN A MILLION’ 


‘WHO'S AFRAID 
OF LOVE’ 


And Sonja Hente’s Waltz 
Favorite 


“THE MOONLIT 


Se on” OMA NG, 


as 
» aad 5 “ay ¢ 
hi YWoo sO * HOUT WOOD » oS 


SONOS GOOMATION 





sors? 4 





HOLLYWOOD SONGS ™ 





RCA BUILDING RADIC CITY NEW YORK NY 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Gen Mar 


"t pogper wos as a coughing hook-up with 


about pressing the representation is- | 
sue, for fear that it might be prov ed | 
that the French group, the Societe | 


him a mass of depositions proving | 


JONES 


The Famous Railroad Song 
By Newton and Seibert 


s of listeners doesn’t 
carry the same tone in the New York 


|}a plug in the metropolitan area. — 
All for Lindy’s? ’ 
Local music reps feel that the | Don't Overlook 


Our Current Hits 


BOO HOO 


WHEN THE 


POPPIES 
BLOOM AGAIN 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN 
& CO., INC. 
KKO Bldg. . 270-6th Ave 
NEW YORK 


home office’s main idea about plugs 
| is to get ‘em in New York so they | 

can brag about ’em in Broadway cof- 
| fee- Klaches. Who cares if St. Louis, 

Chicago, Minneapolis, Cleveland and | 
troit are getting plug coverage?— 
|what New York wants is that} 
sprinkling in Times Square. 

Boys here sit around their office 
cubicles and beat their chests, but | 
still go out and try to dig up a chain 
going into New York, because that’s 
what makes home office happy. They 














Linder with Consolidated 
Chicago, March 16. 

Consolidated Radio Artists, in en- 
larging staff here, has added Hank 
Linder to handle road tours for 
bands. 

Linder was a vaude agent here- 
abouts, but got out of the business 
some time ago to go into ballroom 
business. 




















TOPS! 


10 Best Song Sellers Last Week 


New York, March 14.—Following are the 10 best song 
sellers last week, nationally. Full list of the country’s top 
sellers is published in current week's Variety: 


*‘MOONLIGHT AND SHADOWS’. ...-.-POPULAR ] 


‘When My Dreamboat Comes Home’,........Witmark 
*‘This Year's Kisses’......... oocverocccoccees Orn 
Se ee OO ekki abrkes 0 bbdC bh 0000008 -.. Chappell 
> Mmeeniee. GAY. LONE p66 i6dbersboeseess sseeees Robbins 
eR OS re ee re jontosieves .++- Shapiro 
‘On a Little Bamboo Bridge’........... seeee-Morris 
‘What Will | Tell My Heart?...... occccceee Crawtard 
‘When the Poppies Bloom Again’............ Shapiro 
“FPURE 1 WE Gbh v6 ctaceccouusas ocvcescoccece cer 

















“Indicates filmusical song. 


tindicates production § song. 
Others are pops. 
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MOONLIGHT 
SHADOWS 


By FREDERICK HOLLANDER and LEO ROBIN 
PARAMOUNT PICTURE’S STAFF WRITERS 
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PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 























ep Ee SOR 








or 








A : 
ti 
ar 
| 

i 
of 


on 








> 


VARIETY 





VAUDE—NITE CL 





BS 








Wednesday, March 17, 1937 





Paris Booker 


Locks Ahead 
To N. Y. Fair 


Jim Witteried, Paris nitery booker, 
has taken back with him Sye Dever- 


eaux’s Blue Shades of Harmony, 
a Harlem sextet, for opening at 
Chez Florence, in Paris, this Satur- 
jay (20), Witteried sailed from N. Y. 
last week, taking the colored combo 
with him, and they open virtually 
upon their arrival in France. 
Witteried is former publicist now 
Booking internationally. He states 
that he, along with almost every 


other booker, is working onthe idea 
of booking acts for the Paris Expo 
this year on a reciprocal basis 
revards the importation of foreign 
acts for the World’s Fair in 
York in 1939. 


Saranac Lake 


By 


Ruth Etting Lake 
taking up skiing. 


as 


Happy Benway 


Placiding and 


Albert Ducheine, Montreal show- 
man, here for a look-see for a nite 
spot. May knock off one of our 
leading hotels for floor-show space. | 

After a wait of two months for 
snow in these Adirondacks, the 
snow has come. 


Harold Rodner here with a mess 
of engineers drawing up plans for 


new operating room, clinic room, 
reception room and all new floors 
for entire hospital. 

Willard C. Patterson, theatre 


manager, is a newcomer at the Will 
Rogers hospital. 

Dorothy Kruse mastered the sec- 
ond stage of that rib op. 

Among those of the Will Rogers 
Home that are downtowning and 
lonk to be ready for that long look- 
ed for o.k. are Bill Janny, Joseph 
Parker, Eddie Ross. 

A new tip to ozoners up_ here: 
Don’t run if you can walk; don’t 
walk if you can sit down; don’t sit 
down if you can lie down. 

Write to those you know in Saranac 
or elsewhere who are sick. 





New | 


Lombardo to Tour 


Guy Lombardo’s band will bow 
|} out of the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., 
end of May and head out on tour 


of one-nite dance stands and vaude 
| engagements. 

Directly upon leaving the Roose- 
velt roost, band will play a week 
at the vaudfilm Hipp, Baltimore. 





Nitery Placements 








Gus Van, leaving Bal Tabarin 
Chicago, after six weeks, opened 
Friday (12) at Century Club, Holly- 
wood 

Harris and Shore, at Nicollet, 
Minneapolis, to go to Ritz, N. Y., 
next month 

Ruth Jaffee to the Commodore. 
Detroit 

Hi-Hat Club, Chicago, opens with 
new show, including Buddy and 


| Selma, and Sheri. 
held over. 
Bob Perry band, with Mary Jane 


Hal Monte, m. c.. 


Dodd, opens 885 Club, Chicago, 
Avril 1. 

Steve Evans, Dawn and Darrow. 
Lillian Beverly. Marcy Bros. and 
Beatrice and line of 18 gals have 
been set by Fanchen & Marco for 
opening show at Mayfair Casino 
Cleveland, Friday (19). 

Carl and Leona Bonner, singers 


set at Jack Dempsey’s, N. Y. 

Mary Danis returned to vocalizing 
spot with Enoch Light’s band at The 
McAlnin hotel, N. Y. 

Rosine Rowland and Manva Auer. 


| singers. into the Half Moon hotel 
Brooklyn. 

Jill, formerly of Jack and Jill. at 
Madeleines, N. Y. 

Bob Lockridge succeeded Jerry 


| Lee as vocalist with Joseph Zatour’s 
| band at Shelton hotel, N. Y. 

| Maryon Dale, singer, into Le 
| Mirage, N. Y. 

| Helen Sinclair, pianist. and 
| Consuelo Flowerton, singer, signed 


| by Maisonette Russe, N. Y. 

Eddie Rio and Bros., appearing at 
the L. A. Biltmore hotel for 14 
weeks, go in RKO’s ‘New Faces of 
| 1937.’ Before starting pic chore. 
| troune will soend three weeks at the 
| Bal Tabarin in Frisco. 

Irene Taylor. erstwhile warbler 
| with Paul Whiteman’s band. 
| into the Casenova club in Hollywood. 

Loretta Lee follows. 
| Al Quodbach has opened 
| Century Club Hollywood. 

Van is featured. 


N.O. Vaudfilmer Clicking 


New Orleans, March 16. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the 


in Gus 





{ 


| 
Je 15 YEARS 
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(From Variety and Clipper) | 
{ 





Western exhibitor who was mak- 
ing money on pay-as-you-leave pol- | 
icy forced to quit. Film Board of 
Trade said it was a bad precedent. 





First National was a holdout on 
the Hays office. Goldwyn also un- 
enthusiastic. But they came in. 

Von Stroheim’s ‘Foolish Wives’ 
was the only B’way money-maker. 

Runaway Four, comedy quartet 
Marcus show, hit the Pal- 
and whammed ’em. First 


out of the 


ace, N. Y.., 
knockout act of its type, and 
spawned a lot of copyists. Mosconis 


were the hit of the show. 

Vivian Oakland doing an act at 
the 5th Ave. with John T. Murray. 
She was better in pictures. 

John Hyams and Leila McIntyre 
(Leila Hyams’ parents) tried out a 
new act at the 5th Ave. and clicked 
nicely. 


Fritzi Scheff in Chicago at the 
@ rtjestic and repeating her N. Y. hit 

Varigty reported that the Kansas 
City newspapers which had_ spon- 
sored radio concerts were losing in- 
terest. Dealers, however, told that 
it was impossible to supply the 
growing demand for receiving sets. 


| Westinghouse, then the chief factor, 


| preceding year. 


goes | 


announced it would spend $5,000,000 
for radio service within the year. 





Boom in Paramount stock checked 
when it was announced that the 
profits were $2 a share less than the 
Had run up to frac- 
tion above 85. 





Walter C. Kelly took the axe to 
Pathe’s Topics of the Day. Suppos- | 
edly a compilation of newspaper 
gags, but the Virginia Judge com- 


plained they used most of his act 
with various fictitious newspaper 
credits. 

Several B’way shows told the 


nlavers could go commonwealth or | 
the attractions would be shut. Biz 


not good. 


Vaudfilm policy at the St. Charles 


| here is clicking. 


Harry McLeod, promotion man- 





OLIVE 


ANDREE 


ane AL 
SAMUELS 
‘Well Intended Buffoonery’ 


CASCADE 
Prague, 
March Ist 


(Palais de Danse) 
Czechoslovakia 
to March 15th 


Permanent Foreign Mailing Address 
American-Express, Paris, France 





lager, has set a number of acts to 


|and King’s Scandals follow. 


Chi Martinique Reopens: 


Chicago, March 16. 
Club 
and 


Michigan here, which opened 





| 
| reopened Saturday (13). 

Willie Shore, 
| spot, acts as m. c. and host, and has 
Joy Glyn, tapster, and Renee 





| Paulette, singer, on the show. 














~~ 


JACK DENNY AND 

VINCENT TRAVERS 

PANCE ORCHES- - 
TRAS, 







Reservations: COturmbus 5-7070 
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7th AVE. at 50th ST. 








Featured This Week 
Zast—-LEDDY & SMITH 





COMPETED 10 WEEES EVPIRE 


RAY and TRENT 


KOOM, PALMER HOUSE 


at CHICAGO—-Chicago 
West—MAX TURNER 








| drawn 


| play the house in the near future. | 
| including Mary McCormick the week | 
| of April 2; Roscoe Ates, Blackstone, | 


Martinique, located at 12th | 


recently to close two weeks later. | 


identified with the. 





Suggestions that a panel of 300 be 
to pass on all N. Y. shows 
took a beating from the managers. 
Thev vreferred a board to a jury, if 
onything. 





Vaudeville Managers Protective 
Assn. ordered out all gags about 


Hollywood. Most of it too dirty. 


Moss Orders Nat’l’s N.Y. | 
Branch to Take License 








The National, Baltimore nitery | 
agency which opened New York) 


| branch few months ago, was called | 





¥ 


before License Commissioner Paul 
Moss last. week on charge of plac- 
ing acts in several N. Y. spots with- 
out a booking office license. 

Agency pleaded guilty. No fine, | 
Moss merely ordering that National |! 
be licensed. 








Pal, Col., O. & J. Unit | 


Columbus, March 16. | 
The RKO Palace, operating on a 
now-and-then~ stage _ policy, has 
booked in the Olsen and Johnson 
unit for the week beginning March 
26. 
It’s first flesh on Palace stage since 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ in Janu- 
ary. 





Georgie Stoll has completed re- 
cording of the number, ‘Everybody 
Sing,’ in Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody | 
of 1937... Judy Garland, Sophie 
Tucker and a Negro chorus per- 
formed the tune. 





NICHOLAS 


BROTHERS 


TRIUMPHANT RETURN 
FROM LONDON—"STARS OF BLACKBIRDS" 


Booked Indefinitely at COTTCN CLUB, New York 


Personal Direction, HERMAN STARK, COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 








Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Mention Arthur Coppel, Albert Berryman, Borgo, John Perona, Joe 
Pani, Frank Garlasco, Louis Cantone, Theodore Tetse, Frank Cerutti 
Percy Elkeles, Emil and Eugene, Mal Hayward, Paul and Sam Salvin. 
Jimmy Thompson and a few other such names to the present-day res. 
taurateur and he will admit that these were names to conjure with in 
former days as hosts and greeters. Many of these, of course, are stil] 
around today, and highly successtul. 

But very few new executives in the nitery-restaurant field have been 
developed from Volsteadism on. The present-day successful alumnus of 
prohibition usually leaves many of the details to associates. But the real 
restaurant man in the past was an executive—and still is—in every depart- 
ment. He tutored himself in hotel management and restaurant catering 
by working in the European spas and capitals. He acquired elementary 
knowledge of law and accountancy. He bought his own produce, viands 
and vintages. 

Now a chef worries about one phase of it; a high-powered wholesale 


— 
— 





in, 


liquor importing organization takes care of the ‘cellar’ end of it: @ 
behind-the-scenes mouthpiece handles another aspect: and a series of 


personality captains and grinning stooges front for him in many instances 
so that the basic guy—the restaurateur—has little left to do but count un. 
And usually the adding machine takes care of that. 


One-nite tour arranged by the William Morris office for the Borrah 
Minevitch harmonica band (sans Minevitch) will have to be curtailed, 
Twentieth Century-Fox now wants the mouth-organ group on the Coast 
by March 22, to appear with Minevitch in his next picture. 

Originally the studio signed only the harmonica maestro, so the Morris 
agency arranged the tour to keep the band intact for Minevitch. 

Trimming of the RKO building roof as an aerial garden will not take 
the recreation ground which has available to Rockettes and 
other Music Hall employees. The roof now is being terraced with special 
plants on outer edge but the main space, over the theatre, is being re- 
tained for the usual recreation fields. 


| Behind the Keys | CH COLLEGE INN SHOW 
‘ SET FOR VAUDE TOUR 


Chicago, March 16. 
Music Corp. of America is sending 
the current ‘Crazy Show’ out of the 
College Inn of the Hotel Sherman 
| on vaude tour for a minimum of six 


away been 








(Continued from page 21) 


lumbus, Ga., where he will manage 
chain’s Grand. Sam Kane, of L. & 
J..s Fox staff here, has moved into 
Scott’s post. 


Denver. . 
The Pioneer theatre, one of the | aa aa at the Fox, Detroit, 
Civic Theatres group, has been|/ _—ae ms 
darkened. Since Christmas the Show will be backed by the Roger 


Pryor band, with the act line-up in- 
cluding Ames and Arno, Howard 
| Nichols, Gower and Jean and pos- 
sibly the Varsity Eight. 


house, which is in Englewood, a 
suburb of Denver, had been running 
only three days.a week. 

America, Colorado Springs, is to 
get a $10,000 remodeling job, work to 





| start in about a month. 


Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son tunes for Universal’s ‘Top of the 
Town’ are being published album 


Dave Cockrill has taken over the | 
Alpine, a neighborhood house here. 
Cockrill, owner of the Denham the- 








atre, first run, intends tying the | form for producers, exhibs, ork lead- 
Alpine in with his Denham bank § ers, radio artists and other plugging 
night drawings. channels. 
Columbus. 
Dave Pence, treasurer of the Hart- AGENTS 
man theatre, has become assistant 
film booker for Paramount here, re- Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 


Greeting Cards 
In BRoxed Assortments 
Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 


LARRY 
THORNTON 


— 


placing Art Miller, now managing a 
theatre in Pt. Pleasant. W. Va.. and 
booking for the Anderson-Early 
circuit. 





Vancouver. 
Work will start shortly on an 800- 
seat house in Burnaby, city suburb. | 
To be built and owned by’ Andrew 
Digney, recent arrival from Eastern 
Canada, | 














New York. 
Sigmund S. Lubin to conduct the | 
Chopin theatre, Houston street, as a 
home for Polish films exclusively. 














New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Loew’s Inc., has taken over the 
Kameo here. Will renovate. 


Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER rai.o 





TAILOR 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodioue 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 


Los Angeles. 
Gore Bros. and Ramish open new 
El Rey, March 24 with Charles Gore, 
presently managing the Iris for Fox- 
West Coast, set as manager. Policy 
will be duals at 30c top. 


























FRITZ and JEAN 


HUBERT 


in Their New Version 


“The Realistic Inebriates” 


HELD OVER THIRD WEEK 


(PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK) 
me Ye 
(“Variety,”” March 10)—“The Hu- 


berts are a heavy hit here and fit 
well with the Goodman crew. 


Doubling Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 


(Billboard, March 13)—‘Fritz 


and Jean Hubert sock strong 
with their drunk dance rou- 
tines.” 
o 
(For Presentation Theatres? 


Personal Direction 


“RITZ & JEAN 


Masic Corporation of America 











—————- 
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French Casino Folds 





VAUDE —NITE 


cia 





VARIETY AT 





Both Its Vaude 


Units: One Too Cheap, One Played Out 








French Casino Corp. folds its two 
vaude presentations after the cur- 
rent week, but for different reasons. 
One quits after playing only a single 
week outside of its native nitery 
habitat, while the other folds after 
three picture house dates. 

Casino Parisien, currently at the 
Stanley, Pittsburgh, will be dis- 
panded after its third vaude week 
because it has detracted from, rather 
than added prestige to, the parent 
restaurant-cabaret in New York. 
Production accoutrements of the unit | 
from the Moravian hotel, Chicago, | 





were considered weak; personnel 
(40) was much smaller than the 
usual F.C. picture-house troupes, 


and even the guarantees were lower. 
At the Chicago, Chicago, ‘Casino’ 
got $6,000; at the Michigan, Detroit, 
it received $5,000, and $6,000 cur- 
rently in Pittsburgh. 
‘Folies Parisien,’ which closed at | 
the Miami French Casino early last | 





week, disbands after this week at 
the Earle, Philadelphia. This is the 
same troupe which toured the 


vaudefilmers last fall after a run at 
the F.C. in New York, with the re- 
sult that theatres have not been 
anxious to repeat so soon. Rather 
than play strictly percentage dates, 
the F.C. decided to close the 75- | 
people unit. 

Coincidental with the decision to 
close these units, Clifford C. Fischer 
sailed last Friday (12) for Paris, 
where he will sit in with Muriel 
Abbott on staging of the next show 
at the Ambassador there, opening 
May 19. Eddie South’s colored band 
has been set for this production. 

Current F.C. show at the Morrison 
Hotel, Chicago, topped by Emile 
Boreo, will tour vaude houses after 
closing its nitery run April 16. 


Kemp Vice Fields’ Band 
And Vice Versa in Whirl 
Of Vaude Substitutions 


Starting May 7 for fortnight the 
booking arrangements entered into 
by the Earle, Washington, for its 
vaude bills is as complicated as any 
to pop up in long time. 

Shep Fields’ band opens May 7, 
but has to duck out Sunday to re- 
turn to N. Y. for its weekly com- 
mercial broadcast. Hal Kemp’s band, 
which is set at the Earle for week 
following Fields, will slip down to 
Washington and sub on the Sabbath 
shows. 

Since Kemp’s crew is on CBS for 
ciggie account each Friday, this 
band cannot make usual opening 
day at the Earle, so Field.’ band 
will fill in. 


BALTO’S $10,000 SHOW 
TO HYPO PREAKNESS 


Around $10,000 will be spent for | 
a name band and flock of acts for 
a ‘Preakness Ball’ to be held in 
Baltimore’s Armory night of the 
running of the Preakness classic for 
three-year-olds at Pimlico race- 
track on May 20. Armory holds 
12,000. 

Entertainment is being used to 
help ballyhoo the Preakness, Balti- 
more Chamber of Commerce having 
decided to get behind the race that 
tates second to Kentucky Derby in 
American turf importance and 
bunch together some attractions for 
out-of-towners other than the gee- 
See gallop itself. 

The Convention Bureau of the 
Baltimore C. of C. is putting up the 
money for the show, most of it now 
being promoted on the q. t. from 
Baltimore firms, eateries and hotels. 
Admish to the ball will be so scaled 
that outlay will be recouped, and 
handed back to guarantors after the 
affair. 

Neither the band nor any of the 
acts yet chosen. 




















Det.’s Name Bookings 
Detroit, March 16. 





i — is booked into the Fox 
re ere f 
March 26 or week opening 


‘ Roger Pryor and band | 
Pen week's stand Friday (19). 
eer booked for early showings | 

the Fox include Benny Meroff 


=~ band, Dave Apollon’s revue, and 
ab Calloway’s band. 


> 


| Ambassador, 
'luxer for five and one-half months, 


ve 


Lindsay, Recovered, Back 
As Nitery Show Stager 





Earl Lindsay, recovered after two 
years of a nervous breakdown, is 
staging cafe floor shows again, He’s 
living as a semi-retired country 
gentleman in Tuckahoe, N. Y.. but 
active none the féss in the produc- 
ing of nitery revues. He’s a vet in 
that field. 

Lindsay’s breakdown has impaired 
his vision, but it’s axiomatic around 


| Murray’s roadhouse at Tuckahoe that 


if a girl misses a time-step his 
acutely trained ear detects anything 
awry. Murray’s opened Saturday 
(13) with a new revue and a new 
band succeeding Skeeter Palmer’s 


NEWPORT, KY., NITERY 
PREMIERES WITH LUCAS 


Clyde Lucas will be initial band 
to play new Beverly Hills, nitery in 
Newport, Ky., when it premieres 
around April 22 as one of swankiest 
spots in territory. Band now cur- 
rent at Drake hotel, Chicago. 

Town is located just across the 
river from Cincinnati, O., and is a 
night life center of that locality and 
pretty much wide open. 








$300-DAY UNIT 
ROUTE OUT 
OF KC. 





Dallas’ Pan-American Nitery Deal 
For Leonidoff, Markert Hanging Fire 








vv 


Lift Dick Stabile’s Option 
At Pittsburgh Chatterbox 


Pittsburgh, March 16. 
Immediate click of Dick Stabile’s 
band at Chatterbox brought a quick 
lift in his option by William Penn 
hotel management. Two days after 
his opening (4) for an _ undeter- 
mined run, Stabile was informed 





Urban Roof. 

It'll be the longest stay a band 
has had here since Kay Kyser 
pulled out. Although there’s noth- 
ing definite yet, talk is that either 
Joe Reichman or Freddy Martin 





Kansas City, March 16. 





combo. Gay Adams, however, holds 
over. 


3 K.C. Bookers 
Merge Against 





Chicago Buyers 





Kansas City, March 16. 

Hair on the back of local bookers’ 
necks has been abristle for some 
time over tactics of certain Chicago 
show-buyers. Localities insist the 
burg has been played for a _ hick 
town long enough by the lake 
dwellers. Their answer to the sit- 
uation came last week when three 
offices merged. 

Those pooling resources and ideas 
are Vic Allen, Tom Drake and Jay 
Howard. For the present, at least, 
they will maintain separate offices. 

They have the leading niteries 
under their banner and are digging 
in to alleviate the dissatisfaction 
spread among the club operators by 
the Chicago bookers. Acts turn up 
here out of Chicago unordered, or 
liberally substituted, the assumption 
apparently being that out here in 
the short-grass country anything is 
an act that will step into a baby 
spot. 

The biggest howl has come from 
the club owners, who have found 
that providing meals and return 
transportation for acts they can’t or 
won’t use is an expense they can’t 
afford. 


Aussie Acts Booked 


Los Angeles, March 16. 
Bob Parrish and Moran and Wiser 
are Sailing to Australia April 28 to 
tour the Tivoli circuit. 
Ruth Durrell and Sisson and Neal 
also are sailing for the Antipodes 
from Vancouver tomorrow (Wed.). 











Three Bands for State 


Ted Lewis, Horace Heidt and Cab 
Calloway bands will fill nearly the 
entire month of April at Loew’s 
State, New York. Only open week, 
April 7, will be occupied by Ed Sul- 
livan and a nitery-type stage show. 

Lewis’ band goes into the State 
April 1; Heidt, April 15, and Callo- 
way, April 22. 





' Lukes with Sun 
Chicago, March 16, 


George Lukes, formerly Tink 
Humphrey’s assistant at Keith’s, and 
later New York RKO agent, has 
joined the Gus Sun agency here to 
handle radio and night club book- 
ings. 

Replaces Malcolm (Buzz) Eagle, 
who resigned recently. 





NEWSCASTER TO COAST 
St. Louis, March 16. 
George Byron who served as m.c. 
newstator and featured warbler at 
F&M’s downtown de- 


has been shifted to L. A. where he 
has been signatured for an indefinite 
period as m.c. at the Paramount the- 
atre. Byron left ‘New Faces’ to come 
to this burg in triple assignment. 

He opens at the L. A. March 25 


Jay Howard is in the process of 
| building several units to play burgs 
First tour 
April 12 
including Sedalia, 


within a 300-mile radius. 


will get under way by 


Several towns, 
Joplin and Springfield, are already 
booked. 

The first unit will have a nut of 
around $300 a day and will be 
spotted for one and two-night stands 
at $1 top. The units will either be 
in form of variety show or concert 
presentation. At the $2,100 figured 
cost per week of each unit, approxi- 
mately one-third will go for a head- 
liner. 

Present plans are to carry each 
unit through a five or six-week 
stretch. 


TODD WANTS WIMAN’S 
‘ON TOES’ FOR VAUDE 


Mike Todd, unit producer, is dick- 
ering with Dwight Deere Wiman, 
producer of ‘On Your Toes,’ for 
vaude rights to the revue. Legit 
production closed Saturday (12) in 
Washington, D. C. 

Currently Todd has in rehearsal 
tab edition of ‘At Home Abroad,’ 
musical that ran last year at Win- 
ter Garden, N. Y. The Shuberts, who 
produced the legit ‘Abroad,’ have 
hunk of the vaude version, which 
opens for RKO in Providence 
March 25. 


TBO Sets RKO Time for 
Meroff, ‘Ingenues’ Units 


Chicago, March 16. 


Theatre Booking Office, owned 
50% by Balaban & Katz, is doing a 
considerable amount of RKO book- 
ing with its own ‘Hollywood In- 
genues’ unit and the Benny Meroff 
band show. 

‘Hollywood Ingenues’ opens at the 
Palace (Fox), Milwaukee, Friday 
(19), and follows with an RKO 
string including St. Paul, Minne- 
apolis, Davenport, and Sioux City. 
Meroff unit, to which TBO has added 
Jean Parker as star tapster, goes 
into the Chicago Palace week be- 
ginning April 2, with an option for 
three additional weeks. 


Cincy All-Radio Show 


Cincinnati, March 16. 


Acts from Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAI will constitute the complete 
stage show at the combo RKO Shu- 
bert the week of April 9. Deal is 
on a percentage basis. It’s the first 
time for an all-local radio lineup at 
a major Cincy house. 

On several occasions there were 
performances by Crosley talent. on 
an indie set-up, at Music Hall, Taft 
auditorium and the Zoo summer 
garden. 





























Nan Blakstone Better 


Nan Blakstone goes into the Club 
Esquire, Toronto, March 26, for a 
four-week run. 

It will be the singer’s first show- 
ing since she was injured in an auto 


will get the roof job for the warm 
months. 


Cab Strike. Lent 
| Give Chi Niteries 


Chicago, March 16. 

Cafe operators here report 
week’s business the worst of the sea- 
son, with both Lent and the cab 
drivers’ strike to contend with. Un- 
til the strike, 10 days ago, business 
had held up remarkably well for 
the Lenten season, and it looked like 


a banner year, but with the coming 
of the strike. business slumped 
badly. 


A few cabs operated, despite the 
strike, all carrying both a driver and 
bodyguard, and all with the handles 
taken off the outside of the doors to 
prevent any intrusion by strikers, 
but few people cared to patronize 
them, having seen too many cabs 
ripped open by sluggers in the busy 
Loop during the daytime. 

Cafes did everything possible to 
bring customers in, and take ’em 
home again, but still it was no go. 
Chez Paree sent busses around to 
hotels to pick up guests, agreeing to 
send them home again, and used 
private cars for regulars, to try and 
bolster things, but without too much 
success. Other spots had a supply 
of private cars on hand and a girl 
at the phone to service the citizens, 
and everybody advertised the extra 
conveniences, both in paid plugs 
and with publicity notices. 


Hotel dining and supper rooms 
suffered the least, with their guests 
patronizing them to some extent. 


TISHMAN AIRING $3,000 
CLAIM VS. LEW BROWN 


Irving Tishman, vaude producer, 
claims Lew Brown breached a con- 
tract for Buster Shaver and Olive 
and George Brasnow, midgets, at the 
Palm Island Casino, Miami, and has 
asked his attorneys to file suit for 
$3,000. Act was to have opened 
there for four weeks. 


According to Tishman and his at- 
torney, Joseph Allentuck, Shaver- 
Brasnow contract’s opening date 
read ‘on or about Jan. 8.’ Act 
showed up at the nitery Jan. 9, with 
Brown claiming that was a violation 
of the deal and refusing to let them 
appear. 

Brown will be named as the Palm 
Island Casino’s producer this past 
winter. Contract carried only 
Brown's signature. 











SHERRY’S P. A.’S? 


Eleanore Sherry, songstress, has 
several deals pending for vaude and 
nitery personals. 

She closed a 65-week run on the 
Vim program on WOR, New York, 
a couple of weeks ago. 


Eddie Shayne in Hosp. 





crash in Detroit a couple of months 
ago. Was to have opened recently | 
at the Powatan Club, Detroit, but 
date was cancelled when a plastic 
surgery job on her face failed to | 
heal in time. 





Chicago, March 16. 
Eddie Shayne, of Shayne and 
Armstrong, dance team, is in the 
Lakeview Hospital for an operation. 
May have to cancel date at State- 
Lake here week of April 3. 


he’d stick here until May 28, when | 
spot opens its summer dance place, | 


| of 
’ ’ 4 lines as his Rockettes at the Music 
S ors | Hall, with the chorus to be aug- 


last 





Question of who will produce the 
shows and stage the dances at the 
Pan-American Casino, nitery adjunct 
of the Greater Texas, Pan-American 
Exposition opening in Dallas June 12 


lis still up in the air. George Mar- 


| shall, director of sports and enter- 
| tainment, conferred most of yester- 
| day with Leon Leonidoff, producer at 
| Radio City Music Hall; Russell Mar- 
| kert, dance director at the same spot, 
| and Charles J. Freeman, Paramount 
| booker, but no definite decision was 
reached. 

In order for Leonidoff and Markert 
| to accept Marshall's offer, it would 
be necessary for them to take leaves 
of absence from the Music Hall. This 
may snag the deal so far as they are 
concerned. 


| 
} 
| 
' 





Deal for Jo Mielziner, ace scenic 
| artist, and to entirely revamp the au- 
| ditorium on 





the expo grounds to 
house the elaborate Casino, is also 
| reported as not definitely set. Besides 
|} altering the auditorium, which last 
| year housed the General Motors ex- 


hibit, Mielziner, if accepting, will do 
the scenery for the first show, which 
will top-line Ted FioRito’s band, and 
| Veloz and Yolanda, ballroom team. 


Markert is sougnt to routine a troupe 
around 32 girls along the same 


mented by a line of showsgirls. 
Budget for the revamping of the 


auditorium is reported as unlimited, 
Dallas expo officials being anxious 
to put its Pan-American Casino ona 


plane where it would be in strong 
competition with Billy Rose’s Casa 
Manana at the Ft. Worth Frontier 
Days Celebration, which gets under 
way again June 1, 

Besides the entertainment layout, 
Marshall intends staging a Pan- 
American Olympics, which will in- 
clude a 1,500-mile marathon race 
from Mexico City to Dallas. Sports 
program will also include midget 
auto races and three football games, 
two between college teams and the 
third involving pro outfits. Marshall 
is owner of the Boston Redskins, pro 
gridiron outfit which next year 
switches to Washington, D. C., as its 
home town, 








Benny The Bum Drops 
Assault Charges Vs. 
Philly Union Officials 


Philadelphia, March 16. 


Benny the Bum forgave and forgot 
last week—at least to all intents and 
purposes—in his war with the Musi- 
cians’ Union. 

He called on the magistrate, before 
whom he swore out warrants for the 
arrest of A. A. Tomei, prez of the 
Local, and Rex Riccardi, secretary, 
and declared he wanted to drop the 
charges against them. Benny had 
alleged the two men had come into 
his place and beat him up during an 
argument over his firing of a band, 

Tomei and Riccardi claimed Benny 
was hit by swings his own bouncers 
aimed at them. The magistrate dis- 
missed the charges. 


HOT SPRINGS CASINOS 
REOPEN; PROBE FAILS 


Hot Springs, Ark., March 16. 

Closed for almost 10 weeks since 
raids were conducted by state rev- 
enue department employes, Hot 
Springs gambling establishments 
opened full blast last Thursday 
night (11). 

The legislative investigation of 
conditions in Hot Springs—a direct 
result or aftermath of the raids— 
failed completely with no charges 
being filed. Legislative session closed 
same day casinos opened. 

Swanky Club Belvedere, one of 
the clubs raided, opened three weeks 
ago for dining and dancing sans 
gambling. However, the casino 
swung open Thursday night. 














Jake Lubin Due North 


J. H. (Jake) Lubin, general man- 
| ager of Loew's vaude booking office, 
| leaves Hollywood, Fla., March 23 for 
| New York. 

| Bedded for the past several weeks, 
Lubin is still ill. With him are his 
wife and daughter (Mrs. Marvin 
Schenck). 
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Night Club Reviews 


HOLLYWOOD REST. 
(NEW YORK) 


It's almost a year since Benny 
Fields blew into the Hollywood on | 
Broadway from Joey Jacobson’s 
Chez Paree in Chicago. It was then 
his second ‘first’ in a few months; 
his first time as a single and sans 
fri Blossom Seeley was at the 
Chez Paree, and his first major break 
on Broadway, also solo, was given 
him by Joe Moss at the Hollywood 

One week after his Broadway de- 
but and ever since, everybody east 
of the Rockies seemed to claim credit 
for sky-rocketing Fields. Few men- 
tioned former ‘firsts’; that he was the 
first crooner of popular songs; that 
he was the first stage singer to use 
a megaphone; that he was always a 
Grade A song salesman. Fewer still 
gave and are giving credit to the 
two men who might have claimed 
some credit themselves for making 
Fields a ‘name’ after years of head- 
lining in vaude with Miss Seeley. 
These are Jacobson and Joe Moss. | 
But regardless, lay all of Fields’ 
‘sponsors’ end to end and you still 
have only Benny Fields. 

Fields is in the Hollywood this 
time at $2,000, considerably more 
coin than he received for his original 
date at the Broadway nitery, but 
he’s paying off with an entertaining 
and seemingly tireless song session. | 
Arrangements and delivery surefire. | 
Special ‘Crooner’s Lullaby’ is one 
number that Fields himself will have 
a hard time topping. 

Besides Fields, Hollywood's cur- 
rent floorshow also holds a counle of 
other sock turns. These are Marion 








Always Working 


“WHITEY” 
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Rep. 


ithe very youthful ballroom team of 


|and forthright in 
|Claims that that’s what they want. 


| sive 


and Irma, femme acrobatic team, 
whose swell balancing and contor- 
tion tricks are only half of their ap- 
peal. Other 50° is their looks, both 
foreign lassies looking as though 
they had stepped out of this same 
nitery’s s. a. chorus. This is this 
team’s second appearance on this 
side, previously having showed at 
Radio City Music Hall. Also in 
the strong applause-getting class is 





Joe and Betty Lee (New Acts). Ex- 

cellent dancers, pair are also lookers | 

in their respective gendres. 
Remainder of the show is typical 


of the Hollywood. Going on and on 
as m. c., and still doing a swell job, 
is Jack Waldron. Vocals. besides 


Fields, are capably provided by Ruth 
Brent and Del Cansino., latter, a ro- 
mantic Latin type. being especially 
strong. Ponies and showsgirls, latter 
headed by another Hollywood fix- 
ture, Marion Martin. look and are 
dressed okay. Chorines’ hockev 
game, however. is a very tame and | 
unnecessarv affair. 

Lennie Hayton’s show and dansa- 


pation music, plus the show’s gen- 
erally high entertainment aualities, | 
make the Hollywood’s $2.50 per 


minimum quite a bargain currently 
for the visiting firemen. Scho. 


TERRACE REST., N.Y. 
(HOTEL NEW YORKER) 


Leon Belascv has done a complete 
about-face with his dansapation as 
evidenced at the Hotel New Yorker. 


| where he has succeeded Abe Lyman. 
F rom the suave. Continental rhythms | 
which first distineuished the Belasco | 


style of rhythm. he’s gone sweet-hot 
his terp tempos. 


and who is he to argue with the 


| great unwashed? 


Belasco 
recent 


had his 


experience on a 
national 


tour in the keys 


| floor productions, but always offers | 


| class high enough to maintain inter- 


| women (one woman short here), com- 


like Minneapolis. Cleveland. Los An- | 


geles, Cincinnati. etc.. and decided 
that his new team 


of 12 men will 


AL. ROBERTS | cater to the mass rather than the | 


| class 


hoofers. 


But with all the 
compromise, the 


maestro hasn’t let 


down his hair completely because he | 
| still 


mixes it up suavely with an 
occasional rhumba and doesn’t per- 
mit his musie to go completely Rose- 
land. ; 

The Hitz-management of the Hotel 
New Yorker, N. Y., and the exten- 
chain into the midwest, evi- 


| dences anew to what extent the table 


d’hote dinner trade, in the sundry 
hotel grillrooms. have absorbed part 


of the vaudeville slack. Repeal 
made that possible because that 


‘xtra cocktail or two is a painless 
| form of couvert and more than aver- 
ages the upped budgets for the tal- 
ent. 
Belasco’s own band includes the 
Andrews Sisters (Patti, Maxine and 
| LaVerne). a hot. scat trio of femmes 
| who do the vocal interludes in the 
recepted modern manner. He also 
| has Wes Vaughan as vocal soloist 
|nlong with Smith Howard. Andy 
Tona’s Hawaiians are the relief quar- 
| tet. hailing from the Coast, and not 
| unknown via the records. They're 
| effectively presented back of the 
|; rostrum, being discovered via a 
| sliding panel effect on a super-vlat- 
| form above the bandstand. It’s a 
| novelty way of introducing the No. 
2 combo. On the floor is Serge Flash, 
extravagantly billed as ‘world’s 
ereatest juggler.” who’s just another 
|} opening act. presumably purchased 











| because of the short budget. Pep- 
IRVING CHARNOTT ;nino and Beatrice .(New Acts) are 
the ballroomologists. bel, 











JUNE and AD 


HARMONY SINGING - 


JUST COMPLETED 


DANCING VIOLINISTS 


Featured At EMPIRE ROOM, 
“SHORT” 


ELE PARRISH 


DANCING - ACCORDION 
PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO 
FOR ATLAS FILM CO, 
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| apache of the type liked by Parisiens. | 


$1 during the week and $2 on Sat- 
urday. 

Opening show is sad stuff for joint 
with so much promise. Clearly 
showed heavily-shaved nut. Larza- 
lere picked up some of the acts him- 
self around town and in Reading. 
Apparently realizing how bad it was, 
he called in Harry Biben, who books 
Benny’s and Palumbo’s. Biben will 
do all the booking in future. 

James Hall m.c.’s and reminds the 
aud that he was once in ‘Hell’s An- 
gels’ and other pix. His announce- 
ment of acts is perfunctory, his jokes 
fall flat, and his singing is only so- 
| so. He’s too full of the ‘class’ which 
Larzalere is demanding. 

Kay Hamilton is a smart little 
warbler, with a speedy, breezy style 
lall her own. “he’s good and went 

mertalizing over well. Elaine and Donaldson are 
ba Fo. og aggre a smooth ballroom team. Of the 
>| other acts, booked by Larzalere him- 
self. Harry Glyn. the Galloping Ma- 
jor, and Reynolds Massey, a singer, 


LE LIDO 


(PARIS) 


Paris, March 5. 

Up in the swanky Champs-Elysees, 
this spot used to be the tops in the 
way of after dark spots in this town 
and still does a good glide on the 
momentum it gained back in the 
bonanza days. Since then, the after- 
darkers have shown a preference fer 
the little ‘boites,’ where elbow room 
is at a premium, but the Lido has 
hung on with commendable tenacity 
and still holds an attraction which 
only the Lido can offer. 

It no longer goes in for mammoth 





a sufficient diversity of acts of a 


esting and worthwhile attractions. 
Presently the spot 
a 60c. tea dansant 
plenty. 

When caught, Lillian Ellis, Danish 


toe dancer, topped three attractions 


of a sort that go well in this spot. | 2T® the only ones rating attention. 
as at zg ‘ | 2 

With her are the Lai Foun’s, Chinese Glyn is an old-time vauder and a 
acrobats and dancers recently in| Witty monologist. 


England, and Zoiga and Rachel, local Music is provided by Kenny Fry- 


dance team |er’s eight-piece band. Seems to be a 
Miss Ellis does two dances. First, | Pick-up outfit that’s okay dishing 
a Viennese waltz, traces flowing | 0U dance tunes, but hasn’t found 


figures on her toes, while the second, | itself vet in playing a show. Should 


a dance of her native Denmark, in| have a batoneer at its head during 

its oddness lends color to unusual | the acts. Fryer — fer 

movement. ero. 
The Lai Foun’s, three men, two was 


IVAN FRANK’S 
(RALTIMORE) 


Baltimore, March 10. 
Ivan Frank, who runs the Hofbrau 
|on Broadway. has put some real coin 


bine difficult contortions with more 
difficult acrobatics with the 
extraordinary stunt of combining a 
slow waltz while spinning plates atop 
long sticks held in each hand. Com- 


to close 


monplace, but attractive and liked.| jnto his spot here, and stands to 
Zoiga and Rachel have been seen | click, Featuring the same type of 
often in this town, but offer a neo- 


Alpine and Bavarian cuisine, enter- 


4 tainment and set-up as in his New 
Two bands, Frank Alferio, with a@| York spot, he is stressing here the 
12-piece orchestra, and a_ smaller! restaurant angle above the nitery, 


Tango Inelesse furnish the beat for 
those who wish to. step. Leon | 
Volterra is still the operator. while | 
Georges Lerov is the stage director 
and holds the exclusive booking | 
rights. 


which looks like good judgment. 

Located in the Gault Arcade, in 
the heart of the business loop, this 
spot has seen a succession of inter- 
national dine-and-danceries from the 
Chinese, through the speaks and Rus- 
sian to the present Alpine. It’s an 
upstairs spot with entrances from 
two streets and seems due to attract 
a food business. At present, doors 
open at 5:30. 

Frank is featuring a popular priced 
food menu, with $1 and $1.50 dinners, 
and a wine list about on a par with 
most of the niteries around town. All 
of the waiters in costumes entertain 
| throughout the evening with special 
| sessions at seven and eleven thirty. 
For music there are two bands, one 


BAL TABARIN, N. Y. 


Informality is the watchword at 
Jean Hourcle’s Frenchy rendezvous | 
in the heart of Times Sq., and 
it spells success. Entertainment, | 
changed weekly, is fast and light. as 
are prices of beverages and food. In- 
conspicuous location is one drawback 
to getting transient trade, but regu- 


cae lib pringjple of operation | native, brought here for the job of 
spreads from the proprietor, who | community singing and atmospheric 
doubles his greeting with singing, | doings, and the other a_local girl 
maestroing Antoine Garry’s five- 


combination for dancing. Decorations 
are in keeping and expertly done. 
Business has been steady since 


piece band and wielding the maracas 
in Latin music, to the patrons who | 


; j . ni , ( oe ; " P 
join in the clowning with mut get opening March 1 and building daily. 
ting rough. Band goes jazzique, ma-| No cover charge at any time with 
rine tango or swing as per Yre-| minimum check. 75c. Frank Hol- 
quest. 


lander, local manager, is making an 
impression 


Speedy twice-nightly show is com- as greeter and pepper- 


prised of three acts who do tw0| upper. 
turns each. Current are Paco and | Popular prices and food angle 
Blanche, mixed dance team: Celes-| should put this spot over. Burm. 


tine Alvi, contralto, 
Spanish dancer. 


and Sylvita, | 
Miss Sylvita’s routines oy ed 
| 
| 
| 


NIXON CAFE 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, March 12. 


regulation Spanish dance and Mexi- 
can terpjpg with castanets. Last is 
ished tripping around atop a Mex 
broad-brimmed lid. Miss Alvi’s pro- | 
portions put her in the traditional 
operatic prima donna class. though | © : - 
her voice is slightly less imposing | 5Pot he’s reduced the number of 
in French songs. | acts and picked up some quality stuff. 
After switching from Cuban re- | Wisdom of this ROVE 26 demonstrated 
galia used in their first rhumba | Plentifully in the result, since it's 
turn, Paco and: Blanche really go | the snappiest little floor show Nixon 
to town with an exceptionally good | has had in last couple of seasons. 
apache dance. Both possess grace | Spreading -hree acts and a 


Instead of 
ment budget, Tony Conforti has done 





| 


| 





A new design in 





HARRIS, CLAIRE and SHANNON 


HELD OVER at the RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL, New York 
and DOUBLING'‘a RETURN DATE at the ROXY, New York 
Beginning Week of March 19 
DIRECTION: 

New York, HENRY WIESE — Chicago. MAX TURNER 


ballroom dancing 








tad pt into a revue approximating an hour, 
and good sense of timing. Hurl. ‘ / ; . . 
g er 6 and what’s more, making it stick, is 








upping the entertain- | 


| the next best thing at his downstairs | 


line | 


ot 


at their toe-tips. 


—— 


—=, 


the turns with just an e 
They're all versatile, don’t have t 
repeat any numbers and some of ’e . 
make as many as three appearances 
without lessening either their Own ’ 
the show’s effectiveness. - 

Standout is femme team of Haw 
thorne and Whitney (New Acts) 
biggest applause-getters aside from 
vet operatic tenor, Angelo Dj Palma. 
now in his second year here. Gals 
are a ringside paradise for looks and 
talent easily matches their s.qa. ’ 

M.c. duties are handled by Ford 
Crane, personable young singer who 
sticks to straight announcements and 
for his own specialty contributes 
flock of pop tunes in a nice, pleasing 
voice. Conferenciers invariably have 
a tough time here when they try to 
be. funny, Crane was apparently 
warned beforehand and wisely sticks 
to what he does best, giving show : 
nice balance and achieving for him. 
self what smacked of a warm click 
with this mob. 

Lone other turn is dance team of 
Barnett and Parker, couple of kid 
who have a series of terp fashions 
Boy and a girl, they 
mix them up with taps, rhumbas 
musical comedy routines and ball. 
roomology and in all of them show 
a corking sense of showmanship and 
flashy versatility. 

Ernie Young chorus has eight gals 
most of them easy on eyes and all 
at home on their feet. As a whole 
it's the best stepping line to hit a 
nitery here in some time. They’re 
neatly costumed. too, and numbers 

(Continued on page 51) 


CHRIS 
GILL 


‘Southland’s Dynamic 
Gentleman’ 


ye to this. 








Formerly of the | 


FOUR FLASH DEVILS | 


WISHES TO THANK : 


VIVIAN VAN DAMM 
MRS. L. HENDERSON 
MISS ANDERSON and 
LEN MITELLE 


For their kind co-operation 
with the presentation of his 
single act. Very successful in 
stage, film, radio engagements. 
NOW FILMING with Buddy 
Rogers, at BIP STUDIOS, 
ELSTREE, ENG. 


Booked Solid Tilt June 
Returning for Vacation 
in July 


Resuming London Engage- 
ments in September. 
* 
Dir.s ROBERT LUFF 


A., LONDON, ENG. 

















no easy job, but Joe Hiller, who does 
EVERGREEN CASINO the booking for Conforti, has picked 
(PHILADELPHIA) a 
>hiladelphia. March 10. a T H t AT R f 
Second of two new Philly niteries The of the 
to open within two days of each : 
| other is the Evergreen Casino, an 





| ultra-ultra spot that’s a $3 cab bill 
from the heart of town. Open dur- 
|ing prohibish and after repeal. spot 
| was doing okay as a medium-priced 
| wine and dancery until a lock was 
slanped on it for selling after hours, 
It now has been taken over by 
Harold Larzalere, former key man 
of the Speedway Tavern, Reading. 
| He hasn't spared any coin in ready- 
|ing his spot. For class, ritziness 
| and extravagance in decor, this place 
|; compares with the best. 
On the first floor are two bars 
(one strictly for men) and the main 
dinery. The latter will seat 300 com- 
fortably. Upstairs is a private ban- | 
quet room. Prices are in the rarified 
i strata, although minimums are only 








-»+» TRAMP BAND --- 


Just Finished 6 Months at COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 


“MOUNTAIN MUSIC,”” STARRING BOB BURNS 


Now On Tour With CAB CALLOWAY 


Personal Direction, HERMAN STARK, COTTON CLUB, NEW YORK 
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ALSO PARAMOUNT PICTURE 











BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7600 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Radio City Music Hall shows are 
getting a bit too stylized. Probably 
doesn’t make any difference to out- 
of-towners, who form a constant pil- 
grimage to the house's b. o., but there 
is still a healthy section of patronage 
which is local. And for them it’s 
getting too easy to tag the show. 

Thus the current show, ‘Love 
Marches On,’ produced by Russell 
Markert, is strictly one-two-three, 
one-two-three. Opens with a park 
scene in one, Robert Topping sing- 
ing a tune as a make-believe organ- 
grinder. Boy on a bench on one 
side of the stage and girl on the 
bench on the other side. And it’s no 
surprise, when Topping finishes, to 
see the boy go over to talk to the 
girl and the duo swing into a dance. 
Girl is Amy Revere, boy is James 
Struthers, and the dance is strictly 
formula but okay. 

‘Rendezvous,’ which follows, is the 
corps de ballet, with Leon Fokine up 

‘front. This week, it’s the ballet 
troupe which is tops; next week it'll 
probably be the Rockettes. Florence 
Rogge has figured out a really novel 
and cute routine for her ballet troupe 
this week and they carry it through 
neatly with excellent M. Montedoro 
costumes helping. ‘Bachelor Dinner’ 
means the glee club wastes some 
time between scene shifting and 
against a drop out of the files (a bit 
too recently out of the files, inci- 
dentally) and Howard Nichols roll- 
ing some hoops. He’s quite a hoop- 
roller. One of the very best. 

And ‘Love Marches -On’ is the 
Rockettes, good as always, especially 
in the precision finale. Costumes are 
pretty bad, this week, however, hurt- 
ing considerably. 

Up ahead, Richard Leibert plays 
some tunes on the console, Erno 
Rapee leads the orchestra through 
an excellent rendition of the ‘Martha’ 
overture, there’s a combo newsreel 
and Pluto the dog capers through a 
Walt Disney short, ‘Mother Pluto’ 

(UA). Feature is ‘Wings of the 
Morning’ (20th). Kauf. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, March 13. 
Red Skelton, who dominated sock 
revue launching him last week, 
exerts equal effort again, but new 


bill of same caliber leaves him just 
a highly capable m.c. with a rapid 
fire and a couple of passable spe- 
cialties. Six-footer, imported from 
midwest by house producer-manager, 
Gene Ford, wowed ’em last week 
with doughnut-eating bit, but, this 
time, his two pantomimes are ob- 
viously hauled out of the reserve 
bag. 

Top of pair is imitation of way 
various types of people go to sleep, 
using brass bed rolled out onto stage. 
Stunt is crude, but hilarious, and 
even with plenty of feeling that he 
is no Cookie Bowers, he puts it 
across. Other is demonstration of 
man entering dark theatre and find- 
ing a seat, done with three chairs 
and couple of aides. 

Pit band ‘s up on stage again using 
stand which is slid downstage for 
orch specialty. Latter is medley of 
‘On the Avenue’ ditties, effectively 
done and a not-too-obvious plug for 
pic at other Loew house down the 
strect. 

First of acts, interwoven between 
Skelton’s gagging, is Steven Sisters, 
who parade on in evening gowns and 
launch into one of those anything- 
for-a-laugh routines that gets three 
bows. Blonde carries the duo, punc- 
tuating harmonies with everything 
from barnyard to circus wildman 


imitations. Girls wind up with calli- 
ope vocalization and are _ smart 
enough to leave ’em demanding 
more. 


Ann Lester, next, with a big voice 
which she wraps effectively around 
a couple of torch tunes and a Rus- 
sian gisgle melody. Skelton gives all 
in a hoke version of ‘I Surrender 
Dear’ and gives over to Jack Starr 
whose cigaret-mouthing dance gets 
returns as always. John Tio, talk- 


ing, acrobatic parrot, takes over 
next. New stunt here is taking bird 
down into first row and converse 


with audience to prove it isn't a disc 
or ventriloquism trick. 

Verdi and Lee follow with slap- 
stick fiddle and cello duets which are 
still suaranteed for the same laughs 
at the same places. Great Yacopis. 
making sprinsboards talk in space 
between footlights and bandstand. 
ring down the curtain. New cos- 
tumes, no time wasted in mugging 
and swift succession of stunts, fin- 
ishin® with one-on-one somersault to 
third pair of shoulders. 

Pic is “Nancy Steele Is 
(20th). 


Missing’ 
Craig. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 
Chicago, March 13. 

When does burlesque become 
vauceville? Somewhere along the 
route there must be a thin line that 
divides these two. This line, how- 
ever, becomes blurred almost to ex- 
tinction with the headliner of many 
a week at N. S. Berger's Rialto 
burleycue moving into this spot and 
running the cash register into one of 
the high marks of this Balaban & 
Katz vaudfilmer. 

Though billed with two. other 
‘striopers,, June St. Clair is the 
money-maker currently. Getting the 
noise around town following her ter- 


in Life, she comes here with a simi- 
lar. ‘how to undress for bed’ routine 
that’s tops in delivery, audience re- 
action and box office. Spotted in the 
center of the bill between Ann Penn- 
ington at the front of the show and 
Rosita Royce at the end, Miss St. 
Clair has an extremely marketable 
act for any house. Stage is divided 
into two portions. On the left hand 
side some unknown gal demonstrates 
the wrong way to peel off the 
clothes with some excellent side 
comments from an off-stage an- 
nouncer. Then comes Miss St. Clair, 
in the opposite compartment, to dem- 
onstrate the correct fashion for dis- 
robing. She suits each motion with 
a string of rhymed comment that’s 
nifty from all angles. In every way, 
a smart, neat and punchy way of 
bringing the strip routine to vaude 
with humor, eye-appeal and, most of 
all, the clink of coin out front. And 
Miss St. Clair has all of these fine 
points in top measure. 

Miss Pennington, in the opening 
routine, strips down to bandeau and 
shorts for her usual dancemania bit. 
Some day Miss Pennington is going 
to step out and show these people 
how she can wave those hips. And 
at the finish the dove routine by Miss 
Royce, still a fair sort of picture rou- 
tine. It still remains a listless, unin- 
spired sort of dance strip. 

With these three undress routines 
out of the way the show settles down 
to good vaude entertainment. In the 
deuce, Jim and Nora Bell are a 
couple of well set up tap and dance 
workers. Have nice style and deliv- 
ery, and make good. Ray and Har- 
rison are too standard in vaude for 
much of a review. Everybody knows 
their work, and knows that it’s 
clean-cut and finished showmanship. 
They know what it’s all about and 
get the most laughs possible out of 
crossfire and burlesque adagio rou- 
tine. 

Mabel Todd has personality to put 
her over. Voice has all the appeal 
of an ‘L’ train rounding a dry curve, 
but her likable and breezy manner 
gets her songs across. And next-to- 
closing is Bob Carney, with a red- 
headed femme that’s an eyeful, and 
his stooge. Could use both to better 
advantage with stronger material. On 
his own Carney entertains with his 
(well. maybe everybody’s drunk) 
comedy routine. 

Picture, ‘John Meade’s Woman’ 
(Par). Business capacity at the last 
show Friday, following a holdout all 
day. Gold. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 13. 

Current show marks the first vir- 
tual return to a straight out-and-out 
vaudeville bill here in some time, 
and, because it's aces in comedy, it 
registers socko. Minus such revue 
trimmings as a line of girls and en- 
semble and production numbers, it 


packs much entertainment into its 60 
odd minutes. 

Three of the five acts work in 
front of Bill Hogan’s Hollywood 
Californians’ stage band, but the 
other two, Al Trahan and Ben Yost’s 
Varsity 12, use the regular house pit 
orchestra. It’s load of laughs spiced 
with plenty of singing, a bit of music 
and a dash of acrobaties indicate 
that the local public still loves to 
have its risibilities tickled. The 
comparative absence of dancing 
doesn’t seem to be missed. 

Thanks to Trahan and to Elmer 
Cleve and his two stooges, Martlin 
Keller and Professor Cheer, the fun 
is fast and furious. Thanks to the 
Californians, the singing attains hit 
proportions. 

Hogan .opens the show with a 
clever idea, tuning in a radio while 
his band behind the curtain gives 
impressions of various ether musical 
aggregations and artists. Band has 
11 pieces, all brass except pianist and 
drummer, and puts over hot and 
other pop numbers in tip-top style. 
Hogan himself is a personable chap 
and does some unobtrusive m.c.’ing. 

Five Tip-Top girls are attractive 
whirlwind acro dancers neatly at- 
tired in blue costumes, working in 
front of the band. Their hand- 
springs, somersaults and tap work 
are sufficiently unusual to sell the 
act, but the fast tempo is an impor- 
tant asset. 

Yost’s Varsity 12 is close to the 
last word in a male chorus and the 
vigor put into their singing stirs de- 
served audience enthusiasm. Num- 
bers from ‘Vagabond King’ and ‘Top 
Hat’ land solidly, and they wind up 
a medley of college songs with the 
University of Minn. rouser. 

Trahan follows and the spot isn’t 


a bit tough for him. He and his 
charming partner, Lady Yukona 
Cameron, seem better than ever, 


perhaps because of their all too long 
absence. The pair’s clowning hits 
the apex of uproarious and riotous 
funmaking. 

Rita O’Hara, a nice looker, with a 
pleasant personality and good pair 
of pipes, does her pop songs and one 
sentimental number, ‘My Little 
Buckaroo,’ with the assistance of the 
stage band. Cleve, with Miss Keller, 
a blonde comedy dancer of more 
than average ability, and the dead 
pan, Professor Cheer, mingle gay 
nonsense and music. 

The picture is ‘We’re on the Jury’ 
(RKO), fits in nicely with the rest 
of the show to make it a fun carni- 
val. Big business at the last Sun- 





rific exploitation ‘undressing’ break 


day night show and bjz should build. 
Rees.. 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


How much does the picture count? 
Loew’s State furnishes the answer 
conclusively this week. At the same 
time it can give a concrete example 
of the balancing power of vaudeville 
which contains name strength. 
Opening day, Thursday, the State 
started as though it was going after 
another record. Admissions piled in 
and the total day’s biz was one of 
the best weekdays of this year. Fri- 
day, however, with the publication 
of reviews on ‘Dangerous Number’ 
(MG) in the dailies, biz slumped 
about one-third. Wicket could not 
help but react to the outspoken opin- 
ions, but the dive would have been 
much worse were it not for Belle 
Baker’s name in lights, supplemented 
by Henry Youngman (New Acts), 
who has been gaining stature on 
Kate Smith’s A. & P. radio program 
after a run at the Yacht Club on 
52nd street. 

Drop in biz at least made things a 
little easier for the State’s five acts. 
Opening day the house did five 
shows, but the schedule was cut to 
four on Friday. 

Along with his first major Broad- 
way theatre break, Youngman goes a 
little classy. Formerly his first tag 
was Henny, now its Henry. Just as 
he himself admits his five screen 
tests, it’s still Youngman, no matter 
how you look at him. Fly comic 
has come a long way in the past six 
months, both m ability as well as 
earning power, but one habit he 
might break is playing to the pit 
boys so much. 

Also playing a bit too much to the 
fiddlers this week is Belle Baker, 
Her pash routine with Ruby Zwerl- 
ing, batoner, is overdone, especially 
in a show where everybody seems 
to be asking the audience to applaud 
the musikers. Otherwise, Miss Baker 
is the songster of old. Night caught 
she could have gone on and on, the 
audience refusing to let her go. She 
finally had to plead off. 

She’s followed by Billy Wells and 
the Four Fays (three girls and a 
boy), with the billed name of this 
turn also demanding applause for 
Zwerling. This is a standard danc- 
ing turn, nicely dressed and mounted 
and always entertaining. 

Opener is the Balabanow Accor- 
dion Sextette, whose chief applause 
tricks, however, are in the order of 
acrobatic dancing, rather than in- 
strumental work. In. this turn also 
the visual appearance is a terrific 
asset, four girls and two boys look- 
ing exceptionally good. 

Bob Easton, assisted by Ondee 
Odette, femme midget, and a full- 
grown femme stooge, is the deuce 
act, following Youngman’s first spot- 
ting. Strictly a comedy act, except 
for some dancing by Easton and the 
midget at the finale, this turn is also 
standard in vaude. Contains some 
corny biz for a theatre like the State, 
esvecially Easton’s spiel about the 
midget being a graduate of Vassar, 
etc., but the audience, prompted by 
Youngman, gave it a swell — 

cho, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, March 13. 


Another one with a Frenchy name, 
and that’s the main thing with units, 
whether coming from the outside, or, 
like this one, house-built; if the 
name smacks of crepes suzette, the 
managers figure it'll pull ’em in, 
whether the show has anything or 
not, and most of ’em don’t have any 
too much. That last doesn’t go for 
the ‘Casino Continental,’ though, for 
it holds 70 minutes of pretty well 
rounded entertainment, with comedy 
predominating. 

An addition of 12 girls to the regu- 
lar house line of 12 has been made, 
helping give the show a more stage- 
full appearance, but even without 
these extras, it would still be a good 
State-Lake show. Sammy Lewis and 
Patti Moore are there for laughs, 
and they get exactly that. They 
clown, gag, and sing and dance, the 
same as they've done for a long time. 

More comedy is furnished by 
Eddie Bruce, who goes along some- 
what like a neppier-than-usual burly 
comic. Works, using cigar, cane, and 
hat for punching gags. and with 
Harold Whalen, formerly of Jans 
and Whalen, and Lillian Dawson, 
singer, as foils. They work a black- 
out, a hypnots bit, and close by 
bringing on 65-year-old Emma Fran- 
cis, who ‘dances as she did 40 years 
ago in this very city with Pat 
Rooney. It’s good; robust comedy, 
and well liked here. 

Third in line for comedy honors 
is the Miller Bros. act. Boys work 
all the hoke tricks they can find; 
gunfire, tuning up the guitar in the 
middle of a number, and the dead- 
pan breaking into a smile gag. Act 
will be better when they're as 
familiar with their material as the 
audience is, for they seemed to be 
working with new (to them) ma- 
terial. Act is spotted right after the 
production number opener. 

Following the Millers was Judith 
Lawton, girl baritone. Not on for 
long, but with even a couple num- 
bers, both slow, and none too ani- 
mated, turn slowed things up. Would 
be okay for a posing or slow produc- 
tion number. Other singer. Lillian 
Dawson, fits in better, and is more 
useful all the way round, helping 
with comedy. 

Novelty is the Large and Morgner 
pair, who, no matter how many 
times they've been around, never fail 





to get a gasp when they remove the 





cape, and the audience sees it’s two 
men, each with one leg, who’ve 
walked across the stage. Their 
clean, neat hand-to-hand balancing 
is a joy. 

Dancing in the show is pretty well 
taken care of by the girls. Only one 
gets billing, Florence Kope, who 
does two routines with the girls 
backing her up. Her work’s okay. 

Three production numbers on the 
show: Rue de La Paix, the opener, 
with a Cafe De La Paix backdrop. 
Girls do a routine here with Miss 
Kope leading, and Paul Caudu, tenor, 
warbling; Rumba Mexique is best 
dressed number, and best staged; 
Caudu and girls working again, sing- 
ing and dancing to ‘Lady in Spain’; 
third production number ‘Night at 
the Casino,’ another well-routined 
bit with pit band on stage, acts and 
girls working in front of it. 

Some of sets look as though they 
stood in the warehouse too long a 
time, while others are okay. Every- 
thing leans to novelty, and a striving 
for a spicy continental atmosphere. 
Get away with it most of the time. 

Stage show gets billing over 
‘Under Cover of Night’ (Metro) and 
capacity business by end of first 
show opening day. Loop. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 12. 


Opening of Shep Fields and his 
rippling rhythm at the Fox here to- 
day looks like a new youth move- 
ment. High schoolers flooded mati- 
ness performances, leaving open 
only a few patches in the balcony 
cf the 2,400-seater. Gross tops that 
garnered by Eddie Duchin’s initial, 
and about equalled Ina Ray Hutton’s 
achievement, which was best since 
return of flesh to house. Pic is 
‘Nancy Steeele is Missing’ (20th). 

However, Fields band acts are 
somewhat disappointing. They are 
good average entertainment, but 
nothing socko. No other acts are 
booked with show, which times about 
35 minutes. A novelty act well could 
have been used, for the troupe with 
the crch lacks diversity. Merely a 
gal tapper, who appeared twice, a 
tenor and a throaty femme chirper. 

Fields presents a soothing sort of 
tempo, obtaining the effect of rip- 
pling water by apparently working 
the tymper out on wooden blocks. A 
piano accordion and the deep wail- 
ing of a violin are also alternately 
brought before the mike to produce 
unusual effects. A hot trumpet gets 
extensive blowing, but is blended 
into the music instead of soloing as 
those used by the Negro outfits. 
Fields’ music is good novelty stuff, 
but certainly before long will be- 
come dated. 

Most interesting number he pre- 
sents is ‘Humoresque’ as it would be 
rendered from 1900 to present. First 
given as a waltz, then gets a Dixie- 
land jazz interpretation, goes off into 
symphonic jazz, sweet music and 
ends as swing. Whole troupe col- 
lapses accordions in ‘Flight of the 
Bumblebee’ for another fair novelty. 

Sunny Rice, tapper with the band, 
is finished stuff, knows her business, 
but is no whizz-bang. Fields intro- 
duces Marilyn Duke as a singer he 
discovered recently while on tour 
and says she is hitting vaude boards 
for first time. Aud was slightly 
taken aback when gal ambled on af- 
ter this build-up. She’s tall and 
skinny, with blonde hair. However, 
she has a smooth, low voice, and by 
time she reaches second number, has 
gained considerable applause. Com- 
pleting the troupe is Bobby Gody. 
regular waxer with the band, and 
frequently aired on its programs. 

Like all Fox features, Manager 
Harold Seidenberg gives band strong 
support in electrical and decorative 
effects. Herb. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 14. 


House is using a fourth act this 
week, upping the nut on a bill that 
doesn’t look overly bright to begin 
with, to strengthen the vaude lure. 
Feature is ‘Off to the Races’ (20th), 
bolstered by two shorts and a news. 
House directs all attention to the 
vaude section, and sepia Ada Brown 
in particular. She’s well known here 
but no one ever takes the Tower’s 
headliners very seriously. Mob buys 
the whole outlay and lets it go at 
that. 

There’s no doubt about Ada Brown 
and her smoky tunes being sock ma- 
terial. She’s presented in the iden- 
tical manner as when she was seen 
here last summer. The line (12) in 
‘mammy’ rigs back her for an encore 
which turns out to be the curtain 
dropper. Miss Brown warbles five 
tunes, including her stand-by, ‘Snake 
in the Grass.’ 

Dale Winthrop, gal tapper, has a 
sweet routine. She goes in heavy 
for the Astaire style and antics. Here 
is the logical place for line support 
but she doesn’t get it. 

Dick and Leota Nash go in for 
gadget comedy to fill for their rope 
tricks. Paul Nolan and a girl assist- 
ant are on early in a juggling and 
balancing routine. 

The band gets a place all its own 
and it turns out to be Ted Cook’s 
spot. Cook has been here since 
Christmas week in the m. c. role and 
it’s been a rare week when he’s been 
given anything to do. Band number 
enables Cook to do a gob stick-to- 
piano-to-trumpet-to-sax routine. The 
Cook orbs are shuttered during his 
solo passages. Hoyt. 





—== 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, March 11, 

On paper the lineup of acts in this 
week's bill shapes up okay, but, on 
opening show, the proceedings were 
slow-paced and disjointed. Subse. 
quent shows brought improved speeq 
and unity, but there is still a sharp 
contrast between this one and two 
preceding vaude offerings. 

Edgar Kennedy, assisted by Pa. 
tricia Alwyn (Mrs. Kennedy), tops 
the roster. Here again the Holly- 
wood comic fails to deliver all that 
could be expected, but act is not too 
typical of film p.a.’s. He lays off the 
blah blah to some extent, stays on 
the boards not too long, and tries 
to give the fans their money’s worth. 
After a short howdy speech, which 
gives him a warm welcome, Kennedy 
slips into a lot of business revolving 
around a trick piano. Idea is that 
the comic wants to sing a bit from 
‘Il Trovatore,’ but his pianist, Miss 
Alyvyn, walks after a family squab- 
ble. He starts off the mechanical 
piano to accompany himself, but it 
fizzles every time he launches the 
number. Then there's a lot of slow- 
burn pantomime which the cus- 
tomers eat up, clambering under the 
piano, a bicycle pump attachment, 
and finally collapse of the big box on 
Kennedy’s head. All good stuff, but 
Kennedy seems to be fumbling and 
feeling his way in a turn not thor- 
oughly rehearsed or wisely directed. 

Smoother running acts, like the 
five Maxellos, Jack Pepper and 
Sammy Cantor, and the Mayfields 
and Virginia complement the bill, 
but there was no show-stopping at 
this breakfast performance. 

Maxellos do much to save the day 
by their sensational acro work of 
flips and foot tosses, coming in next- 
to-shut position. Mayfields snap it 
up midway with a smartly developed 
Apache routine in an appropriate 
setting. Jack Pepper, with his fa- 
miliar be-whiskered vocals (well 
sung) and Cantor, sure-fire dialectic 
hebe partner, score heavily, as usual. 
Pepper also serves well as m.c. 

Most questionable spotting is Jack 
Leonard directly after Kennedy. Two 
single comics in succession is too 
much of a good thing, and both suf- 
fer from the proximity. Leonard, in- 
frequent visitor to Boston boards, 
never got rolling at top speed at this 
show, although he gave evidence of 
having plenty of laugh material in 
reserve. 

Plenty word-of-mouth results from 
the novel ifMusion act of Marge Gree- 
ly, a looker, who sings from a lighted 
banjo floating out over the front 
rows on a concealed crane. Exactly 
like the Bea Lillie moon, without 
the garters. Impression is that she 
remained in the air a bit too long 
for best effect: but there is no doubt 
that this is the most talked about 
act in the lineup. 

Top honor-taker is Mary Small, 
who, as usual, clicked handsomely 
with pop vocals, embroidered with 
eatchy arrangements. ‘Rhythm on 
Range’ medley and ‘Alabama Barbe- 
cue’ registered best. Miss Small has 
a substantial following in this town. 

Burns and White. able mixed tap 
team, and Janet Reed, clever toe 
tappver, with skip-rope. assist in un- 
exciting line numbers. Film is ‘Night 
Waitress’ (RKO). ox. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 
(HARLEM) 


Firmest footlight fare for vaud- 
filmer patronized predominantly by 
Negroes is sepia swing orch of name 
proportions and flock of fast acts. 
Second choice is the presentation, 
bulwarked by at least one over- 
whelmingly popular turn. And that’s 
the sort of stage-show here this 
week, with Buck and Bubbles toplin- 


ing a_ presentation that garners 
plenty palm-pats from an overflow 
house in its 50 minutes’ running 
time. 

House producer, Leonard Harper, 
lumps together an all-around good 
show, highlighted by the  acro- 
tumbling turn of the Stanley Bros., 
white boys, who can qualify with the 
best of their kind, and are distinctly 
above the competition they would 
find around the Anrollo. Runnerup 
on results is Jackie Mabley, stoutish 
Negress, with good comedy sense 
and delivery who seems to know the 
patrons’ predilections regarding sug- 
gestive gags and songs. She’s seem- 
ingly with the lease on the house, 
judging from her long stay. 

Buck and Bubbles bounce over ex- 
cellently, but, when caught, didn’t 
appear to be working to such wilting 
extremes as they did when at the 

tate, N. Y., three weeks ago. Their 
songs, footwork and gags get across 
nicely, however, as always. 

Joan Miller is a lily lass, from 
niteries, who does a bubble dance 
and her not-too-original routine suf- 
fers from same semi-awkwardness 
that afflicted act in nite spots. Three 
Rhythm Debs are standard sort of 
harmony chanters. 

Line (16) legs through four rou- 
tines, two of which are captained by 
Evelyn Keyes, good song-and- 
squirmer. There is also unidentified 
colored tenor on for couple of stiffly 
posed pipe workouts. : 

Show speeds up swiftly, which 
helps much. Production fine, as wa 
the show-playing of Jesse Stones 
vitmen. On the screen ‘Dark Man- 
hattan,’ an all-colored cast film. 

Bert 
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Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


March of Time gives a badly 
needed buildup to the regular news- 
clips this week, with spot news light 
and President Roosevelt's fireside | 
chat on the supreme court the lead- 
off, but not a happy starter. Sub- 
fect matter was too well threshed 
out in earlier weeks, and the ap- 
lause was slight and scattering. 
Pathe registered this with the usual 
followup from the man in the street, 
with the latter tame stuff. Photo- | 
graphically the second clip was the 
knocker-outer; the nitrate ship fire 
at its Boston dock. Paramount shot 
from several different angles for 
excellent technical and artistic qual- 
ity. Hot news was Luise Rainer and 
Paul Muni receiving the Academy 
awards apathetically, with scenes 
from ‘Great Ziegfeld’ and ‘Pasteur’ 
respectively to show why. Interest- 
ing to contrast their almost amateur- 
ish unrehearsed posing with the 
carefully staged screen scenes. Me- 
tro made this one. 

That put the Spanish War scenes 
down to fourth spot. Nothing of 
especial importance, but well done. 
with an appendix in Franco's recep- 
{ion of the Italian Ambassador. Fox, 
as ‘usual, got the war. with Para- 
mount tagging the ambassador and 
making quite a production of it. 
Universal revived the recent shots | 
made down N. Y. harbor on the ship | 
carrying airplanes to Spain, later | 
sunk in the Bay of Biscay. Pathe 
‘followed with a silly shot of the 
Brooklynite to whom Queen Mary 
spoke at an English exposition. Just 
a home shot, with the dialog plain 
twaddle. 

Properly should have classed as a 
news flash as should U’s alimony 
striker announced as determined to 
stick it out but she went to the hos- 
pital. Pathe flashes show another 
auto strike, a match piler-upper, 
Princess Maria. of Italy. reviewing 
boy troops. a high dive and an ice- 
boat bit. Owing to current weather 
conditions the ice boats were more 
of a novelty than they usually are 
at this time of year. Fox went to 
the training camps of the Yankees. 
Cleveland Indians, St. Louis Cards. 
Washington Senators and Pittsburgh 
Pirates. All pretty much the same 
as last season and the season before, 
but it’s a habit. Fox also flashes 
clever kid bowler. a couple of girls | 
in a boxing match and a couple of 
wrestlers with a faked climax that 
got laughs. More boxing from Pathe. 





which showed the finals of the 
Golden Gloves contest. 
Another batch of midget auto! 


racers with one thrilling spill from 
U. which also contributes some 
flashes of early bathing girls. Has 
been done before and much better. 
Fox has fashions for cowgirls as well 
as costumes from the old south and 
this week’s dog team race comes 
from close to the Arctie circle. Had 
to get that far north to get the snow. 
Christening of the new Mexican air- | 
liner (U) teams with an U. S. Army | 
flight with some nice clouds con- 
tributed by Fox. U also has a dust 
storm, but in Southern California 
(which is news), and Paramount 
comes along with a run of smelt in’ 
the Columbia river. Floods in Eu- 
rove also from Par, which takes 
more photographic honors for a set 
of scenes around Dover. England. 
Styles in hairdress for the Corona- | 
tion (Par) suggest’ manufactured | 
news and U staged a bit on the 5c | 
beer strike without getting any- 
where. Lew Lehr on once with an 
elephant sit-down strike on a circus, 
with one laugh. Not at all up to 
standard. 


Fox leads with 14 credits. with six 


or Par, seven for Universal. eight 
for Pathe and Metro. three. Chic. 





HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 12. 

A bit of a presentation idea this 
week at the Hipp. using Little Jack 
Little and his band for a background 
along with three acts spotted inter- 
mittently during the doings. Work- 
ing in a flashy full-stage house set, 
with Little as m. c.. as well as di- 
rector, the combination. when caught. | 
makes for an easy moving and enter- | 
taining 44 minutes of variety. 
_ This is the fourth band booking 
In five weeks at this house, but Lit- 
tle’s current set up of 11 men, four 
Tass, four sax and three rhythm, 
Tings a nice hand on the curtain 
Parting and an audible response at 
the close. Diminutive maestro has 
8ained in showmanship and self as- 
Surance since last here and has de- | 
veloped some comedy which sells. 
ets laughs throughout and ovations 
whenever he takes over on the 
vories. Band now has entertainment 
value, as well as first class musical 
worth, what with a nice routine of 
on arrangements and musical bal- | 


a” gets off to a pleasing start 
taki a nicely paced medley. Little | 
ay turns at piano and working in 
+ of combo during rest of me- 
— Femme hoofer, Marilyn Mar- 
Gees’ takes over here with two rou- 
a both smartly sold. the second 
: Ry Danish Fantasy in Modern 
ules) hythm, getting across partic- 
ee wer Girl a looker and 
, cr aind evening gown a welcome 
alle ede the Powell-like over- 
nowadays. emme tappers feature 
juntroduced as a new addition and 
im the country two weeks, Max, 


SX 


‘ 





| disappearance 
| makes first appearance with a flock 


| political 


| asked 
| viously sought by the Black River 





a Mex machacha singer and trum- 
peter, steps down from the brass sec- 
tion and, after some clowning with 


Little, swings out with a vocal and | 


instrumental version 
racha. Okay. 
personality and goes to town triple- 
tonguing in torrid manner. Frazee 
Sisters, on here with two harmony 
numbers adequately sold and rightly 
spotted for Little’s impressions of 
various name orchs, that follow 
Band simulates styles of Kemp. 
Lombardo, Duchin, Wayne King. 


of La Cuca- 


| Shep Fields and Goodman in legit 


take-offs with Little getting in some 
highly effective clowning to excellent 
returns. Following another’ band 
number McKay and LaValle (New 
Acts) step out for some knockabout 
and a pleasing change of pace. 

Special arrangement of ‘Somebody 
Stole My Gal,’ with Little really go- 
ing to town on the _ baby-spotted 
keyboard a sock finish with ample 
curtains for a reward. 

Film is ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) along 
with current release of ‘March of 
Time.’ Burm. 


ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, March 11. 

Teeming with youth and with a 
Singer unknown until last week 
twice stopping show. current bill at 
St. Louis theatre, speeded up by 
Johnny Perkins, m.c.. proves to be 
one of most attractive presented at 
this 4,000 seater since reopening last 
Fall and house is finding it 
record take in black figures. 

Last week, at am nite, Jack Prince, 


easy to 


personable 19-year-old from Mon- 
roe, La., entered lists against 
other hopefuls and scored heavily 
with his warbling of several pop 
numbers, Perkins promised him a 
week’s engagement. the stipend to 
be paid by m.c. At show caught. 


Prince garbed in new outfit, clicked 
with his interp of ‘Star Dust,’ and 
‘Melancholy Baby’ and. as an encore, 
‘Pennies from Heaven.’ His success 
has been so outstanding that singer 
will be h.o. 

Show starts with half of line doing 
a Puss in Boots routine with Joe 
Winters’ ork playing from 
closed curtains and as lights fade 
rest of line comes on and their white 
boots are only objects visible as they 
do smart steps, joining other gals for 
into wings. Perkins 


of stories, has band applaud a few 
late comers, gags with first row 
patrons and puts everyone in good 
humor before introducing Dick, Don 
and Dine, a trio that clicks with 
eccentric and acrobatic hoofing. 


Prince gets big build up and 
doesn’t disappoint. Then comes 
Rose Coyle, Philadelphia girl, re- 
cently crowned ‘Miss America’ at 
Atlantic City for second consecutive 
|; year. The line, toting elongated 
fans, makes ane eyefilling arch 
through which Miss Coyle parades 
from behind venetian blinds. If gir] 


could sing or tap on par with looks 
and form she'd be a world beater, 
but she lacks finesse in these essen- 


| tials although she’s easy on the glim- 


mers. She does warble ‘I've Got My 
Love to Keep Me Warm’ and sittees 
give her a nice hand. 


Line doe another routine and sev- 





Boy has a pleasing | 


behind , 


eral display styles of bathing garb | 


popular in 1897, 1907, 1927 and what 
they will wear in 1946 was a clever 
blackout, Snowball and Johnny, 
sepia hoofers, first to grace St. Louis 
stage during current season. win sev- 
eral bows and encore for their chal- 
lenge tap routine in lightning fast 
tempo. Bob Ripa, another youth. 
does a juggling act ar“ his applause 
matches that given Prince. Line re- 
turns for an individual! stair routine, 
one of most difficult they have been 
called on to perform in recent 
months and rest of bill comes on for 
a final bow. Screen offers ‘The 
Plainsman’ (Par) (2d run) and biz 
is still good despite Lenten season. 
Sahu. 


| N. Y. Petitions 


(Continued from page 42) 











campaign. After getting 


the nod from the examining division, , 


crowd was elbowed aside when 
political strings were pulled, since 
the New Dealers were not enthusi- 
astic about issuing a franchise to a 
group hooked up with the power 
trust, which has fought persistently 
against many of President Roose- 
velt’s policies. Present cues are that 
this gang has the inside track again. 

Watertown Times and Watertown 
Broadcasting cases have been in the 
Commish ice-box for months, also. 
Paper, whose publisher is Harold 
Johnson, originally sought permis- 


| sion to buy the St. Lawrence Uni- 


versity transmitter and move it to 
Watertown, a year ago. Watertown 
Broadcasting Co., in which owners 
of WSYR have significant minority 


| interest, was left at the post when 


the Black River application was 
rushed through the Commish. Turn- 
ing the rivalry into a_ no-holds- 
barred affair, this faction now has 
for the same facilities 


Valley crew. 


Harry Wilder group of WSYR., 


Syracuse, is also after a Troy, N. Y. 
| license. Latter town now has a part- 
| time non-commercial, WHAZ, 
cationally owned. 


edu- 


Troy, N. Y., March 16. 

Plans for the proposed 1,000-watt 
station to be operated here by the 
Troy Broadcasting Co. (Harry 
Wilder) were revealed as a delega- 
tion headed by Mayor Atkinson, 
President of the Chamber of Com- 
merce George N. Patrick and Dr. 
James Laurence Meader, of Russell 
Sage College, prepared to entrain 
for Washington for Tuesday's hear- 
ing before the FCC. Made known 
that the only formal objections to 
the station had come from a distant 
Eastern city seeking use of the same 
leneth—950 


wave kilocycles—and 
from Albany—WOKO and WABY 
opened a Troy studio last weet. 
Chamber of Commerce, which ha 
been massing evidence supporting 
Troy-owned station with Troy call 
letters, pointed out that this is the 


largest city in the East without local 
facilities. Out-of-town coverage, the 
Chamber holds, is not sufficient; the 
city has a right to a station serving 
Troy and its tributary territory ex- 
clusively. The service a Troy trans- 
mitter could render to 
aratory schools” and 


local prep- 
colleges 


stressed. 


| Unit Reviews 





GIRLS OF TODAY 
(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, March 14. 

Plenty of socko stuff in this one, 
with novelty predominating. Girls 
and standard vaude acts make it an 
audience pleaser and its speed is an- 
other recommendation. Show is 
owned and produced by Hal Crider 
and Morris Nelson, no strangers to 
this loop. 

Fanfare brings on Raby Crider, 
Hal's daughter, as m.c., in one with 
mike 
followed by 


Nelson and traveler 
parts to reveal six line girls, scan- 
tily clad. who dance, pose and 
display while he sings. Next comes 
Crider, ‘The Man on the _ Fly- 
ing Trapeze,’ who, after plenty of 
clowning, gets up to the bar and goes 
through a series of comedy stunts 
that please. 

Suzanne, accompanied by the 14- 
piece band, six with unit, does a 
creditable banjo number in front of 
the mike and is followed by dance 
team, Bill Dixon and Gail McLean, 
in a fast tap routine done to “Mr. 
Ghost Goes to Town,’ which got fine 
hand. 

Ginger Lawrence, blonde, on next 
with an acrobatic number. Girl does 
half her number with a glass bal- 
anced on her forehead. 

The two Criders and Nelson do a 
telephone bit on a darkened stage 
and Nelson yodels a number into the 
mike, giving ‘Night and Day’ as an 
encore. Line comes back in this 
spot. 

‘Bumpsie’ Anthony, old-time cir- 
cus clown, working with a _ trick 
bicvcle that falls to pieces on the 
stage. 
in the front row. 

Dixon and McLean come back for 
another fast tap routine and make 
way for Del Breece, magician and 
card manipulator, in top hat and tails, 
who works smoothly. His tricks are 
good, too, and won applause. 

An agile Japanese, Jimmy Yama- 
moto. starts his act with a few dif- 
ficumi’ hand stands atop a small table 
and then did some barrel balancing 
with his feet, to the pleasure of the 
audience. 

Finale brings on the whole com- 
pany. with Dixon doing a bit, Raby 
Crider singing a little and the line 
girls dancing. Show moves fast, 
being clocked in 42 minutes. 

Unit is well mounted and costumes 
look clean. Despite wet weather, 
house wa. full for opener Sunday. 


SWINGTIME FOLLIES 


(CAPITOL, WHEELING) 


Wheeling, W. Va., March 13. 

One of the best of the Wilbur 
Cushman units to play the Capitol. 
ace upper Ohio valley house, since 
it was acquired by the Dipson circuit 
Dressed up and replete with variety 
talent and novelty turns, it pleases 
more than many that have preceded 
it at the playhouse which switches 





| to stage last half of the week at a 


pre- | 


40 cent top. Weekend biz pickup 
entirely due to units, screen at- 
tractions usually no better than 


mediocre. 

Unit has 18 people, all of whom do 
plenty and keep action moving at a 
fast pace from the rise of the curtain. 
There are enough sock specialties to 


| satisfy the most ardent flesh fans. 
The Four Lane boys, knockabout 
dancers. have no trouble in scoring 


intricate routine 
an unusual im- 
Powell 


with their fast and 
Pree McGrau show: 
personation of Eleanor 


for their daring trapeze work. 
Spotted in several ensemble num- 
bers, the Six Taflin Girls won favor 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


| 


| 


in her hand, announcing title. ' 


Pleases particularly the kids 


|in the 


VARIETY 1 











= SEE = 
McKAY and LaVALLE HENRY YOUNGMAN 
Comedy Comedy 
9% Mins; One 20 Mins.; One 
Hippodrome, Baitimore | State, N. Y. 
Good knockabout turn a bit above Henry Youngman is not a new act, 


the average 
punishment 


Boys take a world of 
but get returns. Do 


some legit hoofing along with the 
polls. 

When caught here as turn in im- 
prumptu presentation featuring Lit- 
tle Jack Little boys did two 
routines. both good for well earned 
and audible returns Nicely dressed 
in summer tux for opener, a chal- 
lenge hoof etto featuring some 
good tumbling duo goe oft for 
change into tails and top hats fol- 
lo ‘ing annuncement by one of a 
scene witnessed at Club Lido n 
Paree Some question about Paris 
siuff unless it's to indicate engage- 
ment there At anv rate, they come 
back, stewed if not quite continental, 
and proceed to commit mayhem, 
murder and hari kari li pretty 
sock and the customers liked it 

Burm 
SYLVIE ST. CLAIR 
Sones 
5 Mins. 
Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. 

Sylvie St. Clair is a newcomer to 
America Does Montmartre ” 
but actually only one in French, he 
opener; then the increasingly pop- 
ular ‘Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,’ a 
hybrid Anglo-French pop and 


finales with ‘Something in the Air.’ 
Prime appeal of Mlle. St. Clair is 
her personality song salesmanship, 
ilthough handicapped on this occa- 
sion by an obvious cold. She's a 
looker. sports a smart gown for 
every show. and fits in nicely into a 
class room such as the St. Regis’ 
Maisonette Russe. Abel. 


Nitery Reviews 





(Continued from page 48) 


have all been routines for orb ap- 
peal. Only one, that military, ta-ta, 
flag-waving finale, is out of place 


here. In a stage presentation, okay, 
but here without the buildup 
flash. it’s flat. 

Di Palma still reserves the next-to- 
closing niche for himself because 
nobody else has showed up here to 
take that spot from him. Husky 
tenor, rounding out 13th consecutive 
month at same place, is a cinch for 
at least half a dozen arias when he 
steps out on the floor, and Nixon mob 
could stand that many more night 
after night. Looks like he’s set here 
practically for life.. Music is still by 
Herman Middleman, who knows the 
theatre—thus the swell tune-peddling 
for the show—-and the night clubs as 
well, which accounts for a floor con- 
Stantly packed with couples getting 
rhythin off their chests. 

Biz here still tops in town and no 


reason why it shouldn't continue that | 


way. Cohen. 


TWO O’CLOCK CLUB 


(BALTIMORE) 


Baltimore, March 11. 

This spot, opened in December by 
Sam Lampe, identified with niteries 
prohibish era, is located in 
the middle of a block made up of 
town’s only double feature houses, 
burlesque theatre and freak show. 
It's a tough location to draw any 


| of the uptown trade and even hard 


| monde, 


| Claire 


and | and 
| Winner and Dolly grab a big hand | talent to the unit with a better than 


for the 


local and limited demi- 
but Lampe is going right 
after biz and this week starts a pol- 
icy of vaude acts that may be 
thing spot needs to put it over. 
First booking in new set-up brings 
Ted Claire and his Rhythm Red 
Heads, just two weeks after their 
appearance at the local Hippodrome. 
played an extended engage- 
ment at Loew's Century here dur- 
ing days of m. ¢. and presentation 
craze. Current setup includes, in 
addition, Patti Cranford. blues singer: 
Chickie and Tex, snecialty dancers. 
and a line of six gals who open and 
close doings. Show is put on twice 
nightly, with in-between community 
song sessions conducted by Nan 
Woods at the miniature piano. 
Opening show revealed Claire as 
m. c. attempting a song or two. a 
hit of hoofing. his standby snowbird 
impression, and a routine of intimate 
Sagging and crossfire with 
check-pavers. Sock of the doings 
was put over by the Redheads with 
their hotcha double harmony. a bit 
better than the usual niterv talent 
dished out loeally and particularly 
in this sector, Intimate room is made 
‘oe order for them. Other «acts and 
line are usual stuff. Six-piece band. 


Airected by Sol Lurie. vet at this 
type of chore. plays for show and 

. . i 
lencing and does workmanlike job. 


Room can hold about 430 and teriff 


and | 


the | 


the | 


but thus far has escaped the files. As 
Henny Youngman, he was m.c. and 
life-of-the-party in tank theatres and 
Catskill resorts, and recently was 
conferencier at the Yacht Club, N. Y. 


He’s listed in the Radio Reports, 
however, and it is radio ‘(Kate 
Smith’s A. & P. program) that 1s 
chiefly responsible for his Broadway 
vaude booking. 

Transition from Henny to Henry 
also comes through radi the 
former not being considered classy 
enough for the ait But that’s the 
only major change so far as Youns- 
man himself is concerned Tall, 
skinny comedian, whose flair for gage 
witching and ad-libbins s bring- 
ir 2 him favorable comparison with 
Milton Berle, has not altered his in- 
timate style of working At times 


that style is too intimate, but Young- 


man will learn as he goes along that 
the customers further back in the 
theatre count much more than the 


fiddlers in the pit. Laughs from the 


latter won't add to his pay-check, 
which, incidentally, he-> grown con- 
siderably since his knock-around 
days of six months or so age 

At the State beside m.c. ing 
Youngman hold down two. sok 
spots. First in what is nominally the 
deuce and second in next-to-closing. 
Does close to 10 minutes in each 
frame aid his laugh average is high. 
Not all his gags are new, nor are 
all of these given a fresh twist, but 
his original material tops De- 
‘livery makes almost” everything 
sound ad-lib. 

With Berle now in_ pictures 
(RKO), Broadway has need for a 


comic like Youngman. How far he 


can go depends almost wholly upon 
himself. He's getting the necessary 
breaks, Scho. 
HAWTHORNE and WHITNEY 
| Dancing 
10 Mins. 
Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

Femme dance teams arent too 


numerous, and here’s one combining 


everything the pix houses and 
| niteries are looking for. Gals are 


lookers in first place and their foot- 
| work is smartly turned with an eye 
to flash. 

| Costumes are classy, but designed 
smartly to show two pairs of neat 
limbs and whole turn smacks of 
|.smartness. Hawthorne and Whitney 
go in more for the musical comedy 


style than the ballroomology that 
specifically marks another femme 
duo, Santschi and Buckley. and it’s 


a relief to see this type of thing ped- 
dled by other than the customary 
boy and girl. 

For the Nixon's late show, they do 
three numbers, all nicely worked 
out, but the best of the trio is a 
spinning routine they keep up all 
over the floor for what seems like 
'minutes. It’s great audience stuff 
| and practically surefire to tie up 
| things anywhere. Gals have a be- 
| coming modesty, too, that’s reflected 
| in everything they do, which helps 
| additionally. It's also a relief to 
| encounter a couple of gals who don’t 
| start off singing, thus letting the cus- 
; tomers know at the outset that 
| they're really dancers. Cohen. 


| BEATRICE 
| Dancers 

5 Mins. 
| Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 

Nice looking team have the ‘front’ 
to progress, their future being solely 
|depvendent on the ultra. niceties 
which distinguish the better ball- 
roomologists from the rank and file. 
| Among the qualities to be developed 
is a greater ease and poise; and, from 
Peppino, the necessity to inject an 
air of romance and glamour, and not 
perform his routines as if scared by 
an Arthur Murray dancing instiruc- 
tor. Instead of looking intently at 
his partner’s high kicks, Peppino 
should assume that Beatrice will do 
her stuff competently, and his eves 
should focus more romantically on 
his partner. 

They open with a waltz, which is 
smooth and technically expert. suve 
for his eyes-to-ceiling stare. rather 
than the charming vis-a-vis per- 
sonality so necessary to that school 
of exhibitionism. The rhumba is No. 


and PEPPINO 


\2 and a cute twinkle-toe foxirot 
caper finales. Abel, 
JOE AND BETTY LEE 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 

Hollywood Rest., N. Y. 
This looks like a brother and sis- 
| ter team—and hardly out of their 


“hout the same as vnrevails in other | teens. Kids match their youthful ape 
local spots, with $1 minimum cheek. peal, though, with swell ballroom- 
Burm. | ology. They’re a cinch click in any 
— = | type of nitery, but the classier the 

sttor 

with their new line dance con- eee 
coctions. Jaek Smith scores handiiy Doing two routines at the Holiy- 


with an engaging harmonica medley | 
and | 


Will MecGrau adds speed 


iverage turn. Comedy honors po to 
Strong and Ann, with an okay song 
and dance bit. Mack. 


wood, first a whirling waltz-like af- 
fair; secondly a subdued, but very 
effective rhumba. Clicked) strony 
with the payees both times 

Their general appearance stand 
them in very good stead. Scho. 
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Fulton’ Bows Out 





Despite Cohan's 


Salary-Waiver to Prolong Its Run 


The resumed Damon and Pythias 
business relationship between 
George M. Cohan and Sam H. Harris 
terminated Saturday (13), when 
‘Fulton of Oak Falls’ closed at the 
Morosco, N. Y. Cohan selected the 
play in which he starred and collabo- 
rated as the attraction to carry on 
the onetime famous managerial duo 
sponsorship of Cohan and Harris, 
after a split of 15 years. 

‘Fulton’ ended about $35,000 in the 
red, despite unusual conditions set 
forth by the partners. Cohan refused 
to accept salary or expenses and he 
also declined his share of the royal- 
ties. Such money was retained as 
part of the company funds, Cohan's 
idea being that he would not partici- 
pate in any financial gain until at 
such time as the show’s profit per- 
mitted Harris to also share. 

Since the show’s inception, Harris 
gave orders that Cohan’s wishes be 
gratified in every way. Harris re- 
mained in New York long after the 
usual time for his annual visit to 
Florida, in order to be present at 
*Fulton’s’ Broadway premiere. Harris 
has been bothered by an inflamma- 
tory irritation and was in bed at his 
Palm Beach winter home for a 
month. On Cohan’s part, he was for 
anything that Harris suggested and 
at any question which arose his in- 
variable answer was: ‘Yes, if Mr. 
Harris says so.’ 

Cohan Acclaimed 

‘Fulton,’ which was accorded ex- 
cellent notices as far as Cohan’s act- 
ing was concerned, would have 
closed a week previous but the ac- 
tor-author said he did not wish to 
throw the cast out of the engage- 

gnent abruptly. He then stated he 
would pay whatever losses there 
were for the last week’s continuance. 

The Morosco theatre, N. Y. is ope- 
rated by the Shuberts and in the 
absence of Lee Shubert, also in Flor- 
ida, his office sought a written guar- 
antee as to the house red for the 
additional week. The Harris office 
did not send the letter and the Shu- 
bert people submitted their own idea 
of a guarantee, despite the standing 
of Cohan and Harris and regardless 
of the fact that the latter’s “You 
Can’t Take It With You’ is cleaning 
up in the Shubert-operated Booth 
theatre. 

What went on between Harris and 
Shubert in Florida is not known but 
one of the items asked from the 
‘Fulton’ attraction was the house’s 
booking fee. Shubert wired to take 
out that item. Shubert office also 

advised the -stage crew to telephone 
before reporting for duty last week. 
Shubert people contended that it 
was all a matter of their protection, 
in the absence of Lee. 


‘ROAD’ WAGES CUT 
~ FOUR WEEKS MORE 


Players in ‘The Mternal Road,’ 
Manhattan O. H., N. Y., have agreed 
to accept cut salaries for another 
four weeks. Slice was effective for 
a similar period which expired Sat- 
urday (13). Under Equity rules it 
was necessary for the cuts board 
to assent for the continuation. There 
was no objection from the cast, mat- 
ter was quickly adjusted, after the 
management showed that the at- 
traction lost $6,000 in operation last 
week. 

Gross was around $20,000. Man- 
agement, however, agreed that there 
shall be no replacements during the 
period of the salary reduction. It 
had been indicated that lower sal- 
aried people were being considered. 

James F. Reilly resigned as con- 
.troller last week. He had been as- 
signed to that difficult task at the 
r2quest of several Paramount of- 
ficials, who are among the spectacle’s 
backers. Reilly, who is head of the 
Charles Frohman office, Paramount's 
legit branch, lost poundage during 
the period he handled the ‘Road’s’ 
finances. 

Understood that auditors have 
finally struck a balance in computing 
the outlays and receipts of the en- 
terprise. Balance sheet was necessary 
before fresh money could be ob- 
tained. Reported that new financing, 
including money for a sinking fund, 
is in the offing. 











‘Thumbs West,’ musical comedy 
‘tried out on the Coast, is slated for 
presentation in New York in April 
by Herbert Barnum Seeley, great 





> 


CINCY LEGITS PLAN 
SPRING COMEBACK 


Cincinnati, March 16. 
Road shows are giving this burg 
the grand go-by since the flood. ‘To- 
bacco Road’ had been advertised for 
the Cox this week, but the date was 
cancelled. Nelson G. Trowbridge, 
manager, promises that his house 
will have Ruth Draper in April for 
three night performances and a 
matinee, also that ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
will play a half-week at the 2,500- 
seat Taft auditorium next month. 
Engagements and prices, he said, are 
to be set this week. 
*Tis likely that the top for ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies,’ $3.85 in other towns, 
will be shaved to $3 here on account 
of big capacity of the Taft. 
Cincinnati Federal theatre is play- 
ing a repeat engagement of ‘It Can’t 
Happen Here’ this week in Emery 
auditorium at 25-40 cents. 
Teddy Hahn, Jr., vet pit director of 
local legit houses, is supervisor of 
the Federal troupe and music proj- 
ect for Greater Cincy. 








Victoria’ Road Tour 
Will Include 23 States 


The first complete tour booked for 
next season has been completed for 
‘Victoria Regina,’ current at the 
Broadhurst, N. Y. Show with Helen 
Hayes will play eight weeks in Chi- 
cago, with four weeks alloted to Bos- 
ton and three for Philadelphia. 

During the tour which will ter- 


minate in Los Angeles, June 11, 40 
stands will have been played in 23 





of the states. 
Sept. 16 at Hartford. Harry Essex 


way successes are being mapped out 
but not completed. There will be 
two or three companies of ‘You Can’t 


Road dates will start 


will continue back with the show, 
Bill Fields being in advance. 


Long tours of other current Broad- 


Take It With You,’ ‘Brother Rat,’ 
and probably ‘Tovarich,’ also ‘The 
Women.’ There is no telling how long 
‘Tobacco Road’ will play the sticks. 
Another assured long tour will be 
that of ‘The Show Is On,’ slated to 
run through summer at the Winter 





Garden. 


‘Driftwood’ Cast’s Full 
Salary; Rehearsed 5 Wks. 


Cast of ‘Driftwood’ went on full 
salary last week, drama’s fifth week 
of rehearsal. It was slated to open 
at the Longacre, N. Y., last week, 
but was set back twice and is now 
dated to premiere Thursday (18). 

Difficulty with the settings caused 
the delays, also installation in the 
pit to heighten a rain effect. Cyrus 
W. Babcock and Eugene Kerry, un- 
known to legit, are concerned with 
the management. They are said to 
be interested in a night spot. 


O’Neill Recuping 


Oakland, March 16. 

Eugene O'Neill is still a patient of 
Merritt hospital, but is rapidly con- 
valescing and preparing to leave for 
a sightseeing jaunt in neighboring 
Napa county, where he plans to 
establish himself as a gentleman 
farmer. 

Playwright received the Nobel 
Prize award and memorial medal in 
the hospital at a simple ceremony 
in which the Swedish consul of San 
Francisco made the _ presentation, 
O’Neill’s illness having caused a 
change in the rule demanding that 
the recipient go to Sweden for the 
ceremonies. 














Winnipeg Stock Shift 


Winnipeg, March 16. 

The Dominion theatre’s only stock 
company, John Holden Players, re- 
ported to be moving to Hamilton 
this month for the spring season, 
following which they may go further 
east for the summer season. 

Company has just closed ‘Ten 





grandson of P. T. Barnum. 


Nights in a Barroom’ to capacity biz. 


HAMPDEN BOWS OUT 
AS A LEGIT PRODUCER 


Boston, March 16, 

Walter Hampden is through as play 
producer he said here last week just 
before folding ‘Enemy of the People’ 
abruptly Saturday (13) night and 
canceling all further dates for the 
road. 

In one week the Ibsen play grossed 
about $11,000, and it is understood 
that road losses drove the show into 
the warehouse at the end of the 
Boston stand. After 19 years of stage 
managing and producing in which 
time he grossed some $8,000,000. 


MASS READING 
HALT IS HOPE 
OF EQUITY 


Equity is hopeful that a solution 
will be worked out to eliminate mass 
reading of bits of scripts during cast- 
ing, a managerial practice strenu- 


ously objected to by actors. In 
response to a petition of protest, 
signed by a number of fairly well- 
known players, Equity appointed a 
committee to investigate. It ended 
its labors, rating mass reading as a 
‘genuine evil, humiliating to the 
average player who has been forced 
to submit to the practice. 

Equity’s council, in digesting the 
committee. report, plans placing the 
matter before the managers and 
authors. Communications are to be 
addressed to the Theatre League and 
the Dramatists’ Guild, asking that 
those bodies go on record as op- 
posed to mass readings, suggesting, 
too, that each adopt a resolution to 
this effect. 

It appears that only a few man- 
agers have practiced mass reading. 
That consists of calling upward of 
100 players, any or all being asked 
to read lines from a script without 
having a chance to learn what the 
play is all about or any indication of 
the situations, except what may be 
hastily gleaned as the lines age 
read. Actors say it is unfair, besides 
which they must give the readings 
before mobs of aspirants. 


TWO SHOWS OUT 


"Tonight at 8:30’ suddenly closed 
Tuesday (9) at the National after a 
week’s layoff, when Noel Coward 
was again taken ill and the date 
canceled, Attraction played 14 weeks 
and two performances. It topped the 
straight show list with a weekly 
average of $24,000, frequently top- 
ping that mark. 




















‘TONIGHT AT 8:36’ 
Opened Nov. 24, 28, 30, °37. 
Consensus of first-stringers’ 
opinions of Noel Coward’s nine 
one-act plays was good. Atkin- 
son (Times) said, ‘He and Miss 
Lawrence are retaining their 
repute for skill in the theatre 

and a general good time.’ 


Variety (Ibee, Abel and 
Kauf) saw the series as a b.o. 
success. 











Several recent Broadway entrants 
are doubtful of holding on after this 
week. One, ‘Arms for Venus,’ which 
opened at the Golden (Masque) 
Thursday (11) is slated to stop this 
Saturday—week and a half. Little 
trade after press panning. 





‘ARMS FOR VENUS’ 


Opened March 11, ’37. Critics 
gave the first production effort 
ef Mary Hone, actress, a severe 
lacing. Gilbert (Telegram) 
called it ‘curious but pointless.’ 

Atkinson (Times) said, ‘Dull 
is the word for ‘Arms of 
Venus.’’ 











Hurrying Atlanta City Audi 


Atlanta, March 16. 

WPA has put the speed-up to City 
Auditorium project following pulling 
of political wires in Washington. At- 
lanta Constitution wants building 
ready for Centennial Celebration it 
is sponsoring in June and pressure 
was brought to bear. 

Completion has been promised by 
June 15, 





‘ 





Jackson Heights Same As Broadway 
—At Least So Says Joe Totten 





“ALTARS OF STEEL’ NEW 
WPA PLAY FOR DIXIE 


Atlanta, March 16. 

Spirit of Hallie Flanagan waves 
over Dixieland as the Federal Thea- 
tre Project prepares for an ambi- 
tious setup that will carry theatre 
into the provinces below the Mason 
and Dixon line. 

Kickoff will come early in April, 
when the world premiere of ‘Altars 
of Steel,’ Hall Rodgers’ opus, will 
be presented by the combined FTP 
companies from Birmingham, Ala., 
a N. Y. group, and the Atlanta unit. 
Play will have a cast of 100 and 
will be directed by Hedley Gordon 
Graham, who handled ‘Triple A’ and 
‘O Say Can You Sing’ for the FTP. 
Graham succeeds Charles Schofield. 
Birmingham troupe, here on a loan 
basis, numbers 21 and Graham has 
already started casting. 


Detroit FTP Buys 








‘They, Too, Arise,’ Bureau of New 
Play’s prize winner, written by Ar- 
thur A. Miller, University of Mich. 
junior, has been sold to the Detroit 
Federal Theatre Project for imme- 
diate production. Fred E. Morrow, 
director, Detroit WPA theatre, said 
play will probably run two weeks, 
paying author regular price of $50 
per. 

Bureau of New Plays held option, 
but Theresa Helburn, bureau head, 
in Ann Arbor to see opening, Friday 
(12) said option concerns only pos- 
sible New York production and will 
not bother with any presentation of 
small financial value. Miss Helburn 
denied any plans for Broadway 
showing, unless play is revised. 


FTP’s N. Y. Offices 
Scram to Chanin Bldg. 


WPA’s Federal Theatre Project in 
New York will be concentrated on 
three floors of the Chanin building, 
110 East 42nd street. Headquarters 
at 44th street and Eighth avenue and 
five other offices, covering all 
branches of the relief show project, 
will be brought under one roof. Un- 
derstood the switches, dated for late 
this week, will effect a saving in 
rentals. 

William P. Farnsworth, recently 
named administrator for New York, 
will move his office to the Chanin 
building. He okayed giving up 
quarters at 303 West 42nd street, i0 
East 39th street, 254 West 54th 
street and offices in the Longacre 
and Heckscher theatres. 











Colvan Re-Signs for St L. 


St. Louis, March 16. 

Zeke Colvan has been signatured 
for his fourth consecutive season as 
stage director of Municipal Opera in 
Forest Park, and George Hirst for 
his third season as musical director. 
Richard Berger, assistant to Lau- 
rence Schwab, succeeded Schwab as 
director when the N. Y. producer 
was bitten by the Hollywood bug last 
summer. 

During last three winters Hurst 
was musical director of ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ which will open 19th season 
in al fresco theatre, on June 4, 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Linda Lee Hill. Suzanne Jackson, 
Ellen Love, O. Z. Whitehead, Vir- 
ginia Campbell, George Spaulding, 
Richard Bishop, Lex Lindsay, 
Marilyn Jolie, ‘Farewell Summer.’ 

Bert Lytell. ‘Susan and God.’ 

Kenneth Roberts, Millicent Green, 
Mary Wickes. Keenan Wynn, George 
Curzon, Dennie Moore, Joseph 
Sweeney, Joseph Greenwald, ‘Hitch 
Your Wagon.’ 

J. Hammond. Dailey, James R. 
Waters, Flora Campbell, Robert B. 
Williams. Nellie Thorne, Fred Stew- 
art, Whitford Kane. Frances Fuller, 
Shirlev Booth, ‘Excursion.’ 

James Spottswood, Lulu McCon- 
nell, Claire Carleton, John Call, Nor- 
man Stewart, ‘Bet Your Life.’ 

Arlene Alcine, Frank Gabrielson, 





Harold Thomas, ‘His Excellency.’ 
Jessie Royce Landis, ‘Miss Quis.’ 


Play Bureau Winner | 


Armed with a chart of alleged ex. 
penses in producing ‘Four to Go,’ 
which opened and closed in Jackson 
Heights, a suburb of N. Y., Joe Byron 
Totten appeared at the district at. 
torney’s office Thursday (11). He 
answered questions as the result of 
a complaint that he obtained money 
from several young actresses on the 
promise that he would present the 
play with them in the cast on Broad. 
way. Another session was conducted 
Monday (15) at which time Totten 
presented receipted bills to back 
up his assertions. 

How the matter of production costs 
figured was not made clear although 
the girls had an idea that not all 
their coin went into the show. There 
were some fireworks during the ses- 
sion, while Totten and his attorney, 
Martin Braverman, sought to laugh 
off the whole matter but assistant 
d.a., John J. Sullivan, to whom the 
case had been reassigned, decided to 
further investigate the complaint, 

At Monday’s interrogation the d.a. 
set aside the complaint on the 
grounds that Totten’s record had not 
been previously marred and that 
Equity had no claims against him in 
salary matters, 

Equity Disagrees 

Manager contended that since 
Jackson Heights is in the city of New 
York, he had not defaulted on his 
agreement with the girls. Sullivan 
asked Charles Mantia of Equity about 
it, the reply being that the spot was 
used for stock and try-outs and not 
considered to be a N. Y. showing. 
Actresses, who were embarrassed 
financially in putting up 32,000 or 
more, claimed Totten led them to 
believe the play would be shown on 
Broadway. 

It appears that, during rehearsals, 
Totten said they were ‘lousy 
actresses’ and sought to have them 
drop out of the cast, claiming to 
have someone else ready to put in 
more coin than they did. Complain- 
ants, who are graduates of a dramatic 
school, are Hilda Dallmann, Bernice 
Bernard, Elizabeth Palmer and 
Gladys Shelley, latter being added to 
the list of ‘investors’ in ‘Go.’ Aimee 
Torriani, the play’s author, was sum- 
moned to Monday’s session, also her 
husband, Philip Ryder. 

T. Roger Mahon, counsel for the 
girls, questioned Totten’s standing as 
a manager. Latter claimed he put 
around $1,500 of his own coin in the 
show, which cost around $3,200 to 
produce. There were preliminary 
expenses, admittedly, and the actual 
setting was said to cost $750, but it 
was mentioned that there may have 
been a kick-back from the scenic 
artist. 

Counsel for the girls states he will 
file civil action against Totten in an 
attempt to get their coin back. 

Monday in Sullivan’s office the 
husband of one actress, who had 
provided the $500 she put into the 
show, was dissatisfied with the items 
on Totten’s expense sheet. Office 
expense for 14 weeks was charged 
off, although the show rehearsed but 
three weeks. Decision not to press 
the complaint came after Sullivan 
and Kantor, another assistant d.a., 
conferred. 


GUILD PONDERS SIXTH 
SHOW AT MEET TODAY 


Whether or not the Theatre Guild 
will produce five or six plays this 
season will definitely be decided to- 
day (Wednesday) at a meeting of 
the executive board. Virtually a 
foregone conclusion, however, that 
the Guild will rest for the remainder 
of the season, and make refunds. 

Five-play season will not be en- 
tirely new to the Guild, since that 
was the procedure in the 1926 and 
'27 seasons. Sidney Howard's ‘Ghost 
of Yankee Doodle’ was a prospect, 
but the Guild decided to hold it over 
when it proved too tough to cast. 

Ben Hecht’s ‘To Quito and Back’ 
was never actually a_ prospect, 
hardly exceeding the talk stage at 
the Guild, although reports per- 
sisted it was lined up for this season. 

If the Guild makes refunds in N. Y. 
for the first time in 10 years, it will 
be a curious situation because on the 
road, this year, the converse is true. 
In both Philadelphia and Washins- 
ton, Guild has presented at least 
seven shows this year, one above 
subscription. Customers didn’t have 
to take more than six, but could if 
they would. 
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Premiere List For Legit Ducats 
Now Includes Radio Commentators 


a a 


First battle between legit and 
radio came last week in New York, 
when the management of the Kath- 
arine Cornell shows turned down 
Station WMCA on opening perform- 
ance ducats. Harry Hershfield, drama 


critic for the N. Y. station, was told 
by Ray Henderson, p.a. for Miss 
Cornell, that if he (Hershfield) 


wanted to see the opening perform- 
ance of ‘Candida’ he would have to 


buy tickets. 

Henderson took the position that 
reviews over the air don’t help 
shows. Hershfield didn’t argue, and 
bought tickets. 

Press agents of legit shows have 


generally dug up tickets for air com- 
mentators in the past, though oc- 
casionally resenting it. That first 
night ducat situation is getting to be | 
a serious nuisance to p.a.’s, Aver- 
age opening night list consists of 72 
pairs to the newspapers alone, that 
figure being explained by the fact | 


that the N. Y. Times and N. Y. 
Herald Tribune demand six pairs 
each. P.a.’s are afraid to say no. 
since both the Times. and Herald | 
Trib have large news coverage | 
staffs in drama. The columnists on 
the various dailies likewise are 


thus treated with consideration. 
Film companies also get ducats for 
opening nights to most shows, sev- 
eral of the companies getting four 
or five pairs. Most of 
bought and paid for, 
companies make a habit of 
for ducats and, again, 


asking 





LEONARD A. BLUMBERG 


Leonard A. Blumberg, who died 


suddenly in Philadelphia last week, | 


was long identified with the Shuberts 


their New York staff. He first joined | 


the brothers when the latter started 
a booking battle with Klaw & 
Erlanger and his first house assign- 
ment was at the Grand, Milwaukee, 
where he then resided. 

He successively operated houses 
in Chicago and Des Moines and the 
Murat, Indianapolis, for the Shu- 


berts, then going to Philly, where he | 


became the general representative 
for the Shuberts, a post he held for 
about 15 years. At one time he 
operated six houses there. 

Blumberg resigned and became 
active as a stock broker. Understood 
that Blumberg was wealthy. 





Dalton Joins British 
Actors Adopting U. S. 


Charles Dalton, an English acter, 











these are | 
but several film | 


the legiters | 
are generally afraid to say no. ~| 


| loting 


stitution 





Fan Mail 


Bill 


Posters Union, of which 
Charlie Washburn is an honor- 
ary member, recently plastered 


Boston with lurid placards bal- 
lyhooing p.a.’s book, ‘Come Into 
My Parlor.’ Idea was to hypo 
sales by drawing ban from Hub 
censor. 

Few days ago Washburn re- 
ceived letter from censor. ‘En- 
joyed your book,’ it read. ‘Next 
time you’re here I wish you'd 
autograph my copy for me.’ 


EQUITY MEETING 











WILL DISCUSS =: 


AMENDMENTS 


last quarterly meeting, 
prior to its annual late May session, 
when the election will be held, 
take place at the Astor hotel, 

Friday (19) afternoon. The meet- 
ing on importance because 
proposed amendments to the con- 
providing for secret bal- 
will be considered the | 


Equity’s 


will 
Ps & 


takes 


and 


| membership’s end of the nominating 
| committee will be named. 


DIES IN PHILADELPHIA 


who has been in America many years; | 


applied for his second papers 
citizenship last Friday (11). He is 
one of a number of British players 
who have decided to adopt America. 


for | 


Despite the fact that resident aliens | 


would hardly be affected by 
measures if and when they become 
law, Dalton is typical of those who 
have changed their minds about re- 
taining citizenship in their natal 


countries. Most of them have spent 
the prime of their careers on the 
American stage. . 

Dalton came here in 1099. He ap- 


Plied for first papers in 1935, about 
the time that Representative Dick- 
Stein got steamed up on the alien 
actor matter. Actor is —— in 


‘King Richard II,’ at the St. James, 
2 





Lenore Ulric Must Pay 


Judgment for $4,243 was 
in N. Y. Supreme Court, 
(13), against Lenore Ulric, former 
Belasco Star, in favor of her ex-sec- 


entered 


such | 


| Tracey, 
who 


Saturday 
| Justin F. McCarthy of 


The nominators appear to have 
drawn the attention of militants 
within the membership. Latter will 
name six of the committee of nine. 
Heavy attendance is expected since 
the committee will name a ticket 


out of town. but never cared to join | which will be voted on for a three- 


year-period. 

The younger group in Equity, 
later identified as the Actors’ Forum, 
was not formed until the present 
officers had served a year. A peti- 
tion was filed with Equity Monday 
(15) regarding the naming of nom- 
inators by the membership, but just 
what its signatories aim for is not 
clear. 

Points in the petition, intended for 
emphasis, are that the nominators 
be the choice of the whole rather 
than any group or bloc and that the 
committee select an ‘able and rep- 
resentative regular ticket.’ Idea of 
the petition’s sponsors is that the 
nominating committee be ‘absolutely 
non-partisan.’ The council has 
Clyde Fillmore, 
Baker. 

At Equity, whether the 
was favorable to the administration 
or opposed, none seemed 


Jay Fassett and Lee 


the administration put forth efforts 
to dominate the nomination com- 
mittee, while the Forumites did not. 
Indicated that the group which was 


dissolved after being voted down, 
now seeks to have the administra- 
tion bear down on the resolution 


opposing outside meetings of any 
membership group. That they claim 
is a reversal of the situation the 
Forum was active. 


Yost Sued by K. C. Agent 


March 16. 
against Ben 


Chicago, 
Judgment of $2,850.91 
Yost. head of the Varsity Eight, ap- 
pearing with the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
here. last week, was awarded F. F. 
Kansas City booking agent, 
claims he obtained Yost his 
employment in revue, and Yost 
failed to pay the commission agreed 
upon. 


Decision Judge 


was rendered by 


court. who, at the same time, ordered 


retary and housekeeper, Rose Bra- that the entire cast of the ‘Follies’ 
any | be brought to court to ‘see what 
Latter sued to recover unpaid sal-| they know.’ Order included the 
net due under agreement made in| principals, Fannie Brice, Bobby 
~ | Clark and Gypsy Rose Lee. 
ba 
t 


al- 
| ready named as its three nominators, | 
petition | 


certain. | 
Petitioners explained that, last spring, | 


HOPE TO oO 
LEGIT PROBLL 


|League of N. Y. Theatres, 








Dramatists Guild and 
Equity Council Join in 


Plan to Seek Out and Cor- 


rect Stage Problems 


RAILROADS OBJECT 


An 
groups in 
the 

aliempting 


all 


formed 


organization inclusive of 


the legit theatre, 


| for purpose of correcting the ills 


and solution of 
problems is in the offing. It 
tatively 
Board, 


the its 


is ten- 
called the American Theatre 


which will attempt to cor- 


abuses and seek to trace the 


of what’s the matter with the 


heatre, also to handle non-contro- 


versial issues. 


The Board's constitution has been | 


| drawn up. t was read to Equity’ s | 
|council yesterday. If Equity en- 
|dorses the constitution and_ the 


managers and authors follow suit, the 
| organization will then be formed and 
|a charier sought. There may be 
changes in the constitutional provi- 
| sions, 
tent of the 
swing 
this season. 

Drawing of the document has been 
in process since last fall, sponsors 
of the new organization meeting at 
dinner for that purpose. Representa- 
tives of Equity, League of New York 
Theatres (managers) and the Dra- 
matists Guild attended the gather- 
ings and worked out the general ! 
scheme of the proposed organiza- 
tion. 





movement, 


of the 
realization 


ideas development was the 
that, if the organization 
comes to actuality, action and not 
just conversation would be the in- 
spiration of the Board. 

In October, Equity communicated 


(Continued on page 59) 


Kid Actor’s Billing 
Holdout Causes ‘Babes’ 
To Switch lis Script 


Because of reluctance of a con- 
|tracted kid to relinquish his lead 
spot when it was decided he didn’t 
suit, Dwight Deere Wiman, producer 
| of incoming ‘Babes in Arms,’ altered 
| the script, making anothe« ‘he stand- 
| out. 

Duke McHale. 
was signed by 
start of 
lessen 
in lead. 
permit 
| switched 








originally in Jead, 
Wiman on sight. At 
rehearsals it was decided to 
kid's task and replace him 
Kid’s manager would not 
replacement, so 
things around, 
|character which Ray 
plays the central role. 
Play opens in Boston March 25 at 
| the Shubert for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


making 


Perhaps the most interesting phase | Cod, M 


Wiman | 
the | 
Heatherton 


two-week tryout. If | 





VF Tonight’ Actors Get 


2 Weeks Pay 


For 2 Performances; Sudden Closing 


. 





In the Money 


Mark Reed ocecsional play 
wright for 18 yea who sud- 
denly jumped into real royalty 
coin with ‘Y« My Darling 
Daughter, presented at the 
Playhouse, N. Y., by Alfred de 
Liagre, Jr., has turned down 
seven Hollywood offers. An ob- 


scure coast agent promised to 


plant him out there if he acree 
to work for two years at $150 
weekly. Reed's royalty checks 
for ‘Daughter’ top $1,300 week- 
lv. He has gone to Florid: 
after reiterating that he is not 
interested in writing for Holly- 
wood. 


Understood the cast of 
‘Daughter’ received a_ salary 
boost when there was no doubt 
about it having clicked. Prob- 
ably not included is Lucile Wat- 
son, who is said to receive 10% 
of the gross. 











BACKED HIS 
THEATRES 


Recent N. Y. ruling 
on an estate dispute which involved 
R. W. 
late wife’s will, 


but hardly in the general in- | 
which may 
into action before the end of 


Surrogate’s 


Moore in the matter of hi: 





gave no 


that the complainant was R: iymond | 


Moore who, for years, operated 
summer theatres at Dennis, Cape | 
ass. Only a few intimate: 


were aware of his 
66-year-old Mrs. Edna Tweed 
others in show business who ands 
both well learning of that union 
only months after her demise, when 
the will contest arose. 


The deceased was Edna Bradley 
of Milwaukee, heiress of a lumber 
fortune. Upon her summering at 
Cape Cod she took interest in young 
Moore’s show activities. She became 
his patroness, and later urged him 
to wed someone approximately her 
age because, as she told friends, ‘he 
is young enough to be my grand- 
son.’ When and where the Decem- 
ber-May marriage was 
seems still to be a mystery but it 
explains how Moore financed his 
Down East summer activities. 
that the 


marriage to the 


It is known 
Tweedy invested several hundred 
thousand dollars in Moore's ven- 
tures. Most elaborate of the thea- 
tres she went for was the Cape 
Cinema, a Moore enterprise. Three 
granddaughters, socially prominent, 
| became alarmed on the grounds that 
| she might dissipate her. estate. To 


then Mrs. 





MOORES WIFE 


indication | 


performed | 


‘Tonight at 8:30,’ 
playlets, re 
lay-off at 
but 
second res 
day (9) night, 


star. back 


the 
umed afte: 
the National, N. Y last 
towards the end of the 
performance Tues- 
doctors attending the 
stage were aware that 
Coward's nerve exhaustion would 
interfere with further appearances. 
When the curtain rang down the 
company was informed there would 
be no further performences. Attrac- 
tion had announced the final three 
weeks. Work of refunding tickets is 
till in process at the theatre and up- 


Noel Coward 


one CCH S 


week 
umed 





ward of $22,000 will have been paid 
back to patrons. 

John C. Wilson, who presented 
Coward and Gertrude Lawrence in 


‘Tonight,’ tendered a formal doctor's 


certification of Coward's illness to 


Equity. Latter was informed, too, 
that full salaries hed been paid the 
supporting cast for the lay-off week, 
| the players also receiving the same 
| compensation last week, they, there- 
fore, getting two weeks’ pay for two 
performances. 

Two of the visiting actors boarded 


the Queen Mary last Wednesday (10), 


being facilitated by the customs de- 
partment. All the others will have 
| sailed by today, except Coward and 


| Miss Lawrence, latter starting 
|on ‘Susan and God,’ to be pre 
out-of-town this spring by 
Golden. Coward will remain 
probably going south until shortly 
before the Coronation. 
Any idea of presenting 
Coward playleis out-of-town 
other actors has apparently 
shelved. Settings broucht over 
under bond were chopped up 
hauled from the theatre to 
i burned. A customs inspector wa: 
hand. A minor part of the 
ture and props only will be 
back to London. 


work 
ented 
John 
here, 


the nine 
with 
been 
here 
and 
be 
on 
furni- 


sent 


B WAY MANAGERS OK 
PALS. MIN. SALARY 


| Broadway managers are reputed to 
have okayed the minimum salary of 
$100 weckly, to be established by 
the newly-formed New York The- 
atrical Press Agents Association. The 
p.a.’s explain that that figure is not 
in excess of the salaries paid by 
recognized manafers, though it prob- 
ably would be objected to by shoe- 
stringers. 








Formation meeting for the induc- 
tion of officers will be held nevt 
Sunday (21), at the Algonquin. in- 


| stead of last Sunday. Meeting was 
set back because there was not 
enough time for tne admissions com- 


mittee to verify the qualifications of 
class A or senior members who will 
vote in the officers and hoard. Nend- 
line for charter members, however, 
was dated Monday (15) 

Upon the naming of officers the 
NYTPAA will contact the Leavue of 
New York Theatres with the idea of 
working out a 





pacify them she _ settled $1.000 000 | ereemiit. 186. tt Rrscaevet working 
on each so that she could be free | ipated > eee aa ‘- oes cal ey entices 
to continue backing Moore's pro- | coahk tan os a os wan a pe 
| jects on the Cape. She once re- ; anafers. Marcus Heimern, 
| marked: ‘People think I am _ inde- tlre nap we taken over the 
pendently wealthy; I'm worth only | ,, retaryshin of the late Dr. Henry 
$10,000,000.’ ‘ a bs said to be favorable to 

; ne p.a.s an. 

In addition to the outright gifts. | . P ” 


| the residuary estate is to be divided | 


okay it will be brought directly to 
N. Y. If needing further smoothing 
| Philadelphia will see it for a fort- 
|night. Probable that it will go into | 
the Shubert. N. Y.. which means | 
Theatre Guild’s ‘Masque of Kings’ 


| must shift to other quarters. 


the municipal | 


Brady Casts Leads for 


| 


T. Cruden, 


i 6 


‘Sour Mt.’ L. A. Breakin 
Los Angeles, March 16 

Sheila Bromley, currently in the 

‘War Lord’ at Warners, and George | 

Bancroft probably will play the 

leads in ‘Sour Mountain’ which Wil- 

liam A. Brady will produce here be- 
fore taking the piece to New York. 


Miss Bromley was in the 
Bricker play. when it had a tryout 
six months e Wilshire-Ebell 


ad ~+ 4 
a@nU «¢ 


‘ theatre 


| ing his 


George | 


between her daughters, Dorothy T. 
Potter. wed to Robert Potter of the 
N. Y. Stock Exchange, whose 
er, Capt. Jack was formerly 
the Charles Millingham office: Alice 
also of New York. ane 
Lorna T. Neidringhaus of Clayton 
0. Moore will receive more 
$100,000. 


with 


Dimond Files Bankruptcy 

Eddie Dimond, technical stage 
manager for ‘Richard II’ at St. 
James, N. Y., filed a voluntary peti 
tion in bankruptcy in U. S. District 
Court, N. Y.. on Monday (15). 
liabilities at $1,542 with no 
assets. 

Among creditors listed are Harry 
Joos of Schenectady, Walter’ S. 
Lewis and Robert S. Quigley 


broth- | 


than } 


| play hei 


plac- 


Akron’s Legit Return 
Akron, O., March 16. 
First legit here since the first of 
the year is to be presented at the 
Colonial theatre on Friday (19), 
when ‘Tobacco Road,’ with Tavlor 
Holmes, comes to the downtown play- 
house to revive stage attractions 
after an absence of several months. 
Another company presented 
» about a year ago to 
out busines: 


the 


sell- 


Igo’s Trio i in Pasciinnn 


Pasadena, March 16, 
Pasadena Playhouse plans produce 


tion of three plays by Harold Ivo 
thi pring. Include, ‘Steel,’ ‘Ohio 
Doom’ and ‘American Mass.’ 

Frieda Fishbein and Ruth Allen, 
of New York, are the agents. 





seen en « 


es 
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Plays Out of Town 
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Wednesday, March 17, 1937 








————_ 


cle into the household via the gun- 
point route and hold their places as 
guests. Another lad is caught in a 
web of circumstances which causes 
him to be suspected as a petting 
party bandit and he plunges his car 
over a cliff to escape undeserved 








HIS EXCELLENCY 


I Praise of Husbands Complete disavowal of the incident reported in last week’s Spartanburg, 
n rais 























blame. 2 _— ~ Sr S. C., despatch concerning a WPA company of actors getting lost, is made 
Wilmington, March 14. Bridgeport, March 10. | ‘¢ family friend. 20 years before, | bY officials of the Federal Theatre Project. Stated that no unit of the 
Comedy by Leslie Reade in three acts _ comedy, tn these wate, Cees eae bad been the birth of a baby girl, | Federal Theatre Flood Show was slated to go to the Carolinas and that 
«peers ee Ws gwar’ cuenta | Brileeport, conn. March §, '87, by WPA | whom she had farmed out for adop- | Arkansas, Kentucky and Tennessee were the states originally intended for 
by George Bushar and John Tuerk at Play-| Federal Theatre Vroject; directed | by | tion, remembering only that she had | the tour, Also that tour was made okay. . C 
eee, Wr eaneg tn. Rrey: Sy or ar ana tnillips Lesarey, |a birthmark which mizht identify} The unit indicated as involved is the Stan Stanley group of around 11 the 
Edward Milroy, M.P....-.+- a eee staging, Josephine Tyler; Soc. top. her. ; 1 | Players who started by truck Feb. 17 probably returning to New York ae 
eas wa Gasbertand  Gactee Gratam | Dadjy- Hooper,...........500- Them Conroy In swift sequence the bad girl | this week or next. Earl L. House, Federal Theatre coordinater in Wash- y. 
Col. Harrison Hawley....Frank McCormack | Professor Cummiugs......... ... Roger Fox | turns out to be their daughter; the ington. has charge -of the unit a : 
Franklin Nevins....:.eeecees Robert Shayne | Anne Cummings..........Flora MacDonald youth is absolved of the holdup and 4 ’ £ ° las 
Achille Lebas.........+s0++-++,Jeam Delval | Peter sag + A aaah Did agg 8 the family friend arranges to have | nt Gh 
aon ieee Sonaen Kallis! Mr. Macgregor..........Charles Furcolowe | car-stealing charges against the kids| With A. L. Jones shuffled out of the managerial set-up of ‘Orchids Pre- of 
Admiral Daruma.....ccccce.es: Sob Lewis | Tabitha Bitss ellis re dropped, so that everybody is happy | ferred,’ Charles Abramson is readying the show from his own office rather ad 
Stas ere ve re cehow sete Jing end Boge iataincBenjamin....Peter Cusaneili |20d @ couple of by juvenile ro- | than of Fred Herendeen’s. Latter wrote the book and lyrics, with the aft 
Count Perey atvadethe hee, I Yonald Randolph Messenger Bo) Sydney Fisher | Mances blossom = the pareEe <a | score by Dave Stamper. Jones was reported ill when there was a re- 
; 4 Delivery Man .Lewis Loomis | home from their second honevmoon. arrangement of the managerial end ho! 
Leslie Reade’s farcical satire on | rigeet Outstanding in the cast is Elean FY . _ " : pies. ace es Mhinag there et ” 
z | erie ie . Pe exe ee o Chief interest attached to latest | D. Wilson. who plays the part of the | Herendeen is reputedly wealthy, hailing from Chicago where he was 
the meeeanets tne agg os ed |show of Bridgeport Federalists | illegitimate daughter, and is also| in the flour business. ‘Orchids,’ however, is said to be backed by a Mrs. lig 
oo a ae a centers on authorship of Stanley |credited with work of assistant direc- | Good who is also said to have financed ‘All the Kings Horses’ two seasons a 
whether this comedy is bad enough | Young, New York litterateur whase | tor. Murj. or so ago. That attraction was presented by Harry Cort and Abramson. = 
to put the whole job back in the = bo 5 ogo me eunea san | w 
chest. Strong element of dissonant liek last fall. Young must have been THEY. TOO, ARISE | It was indicated last weék that the Dickstein bill to control alien actors Se 
_ at gp a Rormonlg omeene Age fooling around when he concocted # : ? Sete is dying, when most of the Congressional committee opposed the chair- 
punctuated with highly rated humor the item at hand, because it 1s com- sis SOMA LOE, Tes Sees oo |, | man's measure. Equity favored the legislation for a time, until it became ‘ 
in script and in stage treatment. pletely no go. ; a A. Miller. Presented by Hillel Players. cluttered up with amendments. Curiously enough, Rep. Dickstein an- $2. 
This, and the topical theme, are the | ,4 one-set studio farce, In False | directed by Frederic ©. Crandail. Ai! tagonized Equity, whereas that organization might have helped him we 
chief assets. of Husbands, has little point to —_ Lydia Mendelssohn theatre. Ann Arbor. | considerably. = 
ciaaeeie, Mab ip Cae “a that g tity iaceés proteies oe ae ee ee Dickstein stated he would prepare a new alien actor bill, since his long ag: 
: é is is ct, if not : aot ewecagl - _ : - 7 : ; 
ins actin, Soegmmenie ae is to | hoped-for lift, but none is realized While most socialistic drama of re- | ee eres eae eer ey oo —_— 
take the whiskers off the American |in spite of the attempts of a Com-/| ent years has contributed stark 
mental picture of the bolsheviki. petent and well-directed acting CcoM-|;ealism and brutality, appealing| Treasurers’ Club cannot balance its sick and death outlays with the 
This is attempted by means of a | P@any-. humanism and charm aptly com-| 


three-act cartoon of diplomatic in- 
trigue at a London conference that 
echoes of recent doings in the coun- 
cils of state. The cartoon effect is 
emphasized by costume and makeup. 
The French representative is a life- 
size of Premier Blum. British min- 
ister suggests Sir Samuel Hoare; his 
assistant, Capt. Anthony Eden. The 
Nazi envoy does not make one for- 
get Von Ribbentrop. 

The whole conference is a broad 
caricature. Complexities of plot 
mean nothing except to show that 
capitalists are idiotic hypocrites. Ro- 
mance is simply to give Karl Marx 
a little heart interest. This is par- 
ticularly grating in the midst of the 
buffoonery. Tenen Holtz, as the 
commissar, gave a topflight perform- 
ance, especially in his excellent han- 
dling of the Jewish idiom. 

Single set, a room in the British 
foreign office, is impressive. Curt. 








And Love Is Laughing 


Los Angeles, March 13. 
Cemedy drama in three acts (four scenes) 
by Alden Nash. A St. Andrews Players 
Club production, presented and staged by 





Emi: Faust, at Faust Playhouse, Los An- 
geles. 

he Sree Charlotte Treadway 
DIOR .2 coccesccccovescocenes Bertha Wright 
Bernice...... 6-06 66d 0046 0460400 Karen Okey 
SE whe beaberaseksadeeesee Clinton Campbell 
Cuddles... .cccccscceccvseess. Psyche Nibert 
BON 207864404 eoeededes¥ens Frank Rollinger 
TOMMY 2 oe ccccccesceevseoccsss Frank Alban 
Paul Hopkins...... »Michael Jeffrey 
BONG. ccccecccccssese Betty Megerlin 
RSP ET eer Yvonne Veattie 





In a territory already glutted with 
little theatres, Faust Playhouse bows 
into the field with the St. Andrews 
Players’ Club production of ‘And 
Love Is Laughing,’ by Alden Nash. 
Piece is staged by Emil Faust, who 
also presents the offering, and is the 
motivating force behind the venture. 

Play -is excellently presented, with 
all members of the cast delivering 
creditable performances. While the 
piece possesses a germ of an idea for 
films and looks like it may attain 
attention as a legit theatre presenta- 
tion, much of it needs doctoring to 
e point approaching a major opera- 
ion. 

Light and delicate in theme, yarn 
is sweetened to the point that 
modern stage audiences will find 
hard to take, although a few will 
find it refreshing. An effort is made 
to present something naively charm- 
ing in contrast to the more frank and 


meaty offerings of the current 
boards. 
Staged in three acts and four 


scenes, theme depicts the awaken- 
ing of a 16-year-old girl, Betty Me- 
=. when she suddenly falls in 
ove. The realization that she is real 
flesh and blood and susceptible to 
the human emotions is a terrific 
shock to her, although nothing more 
serious happens than a kiss. 

To further bring the sordid reali- 


ties to her idealistic mind, she 
realizes that her father is in love 
with the woman next door. But 


through the intelligent efforts of 
her understanding and sympathetic 
father, everything is fixed so he can 
marry, and sweet sixteen all of a 
sudden decides that love is a pretty 
good thing after all. 

Weakness of the _ construction 
comes when the girl changes her at- 
titude toward marital relations. Al- 
though it is inevitable that she will 
change her attitude toward life, the 
transition comes too abruptly and is 
hardly convincing. 

As the young girl, Betty Megerlin 
turns in a capital performance. She 
has captured the spirit of the child, 
her’ pure adoration for her father 
and her awakening to the meaning 
of life. As the father, Michael Jeff- 
rey displays experienced and easy 
stage presence. Charlotte Treadway, 
as a busy-body aunt, provides the 
comedy and is outstanding. Others 
in cast include Frank Alban, Bertha 
Wright, Karen Okey, Clinton Camp- 
bell, Psyche Nibert, Frank Rollinger 
and Yvonne Peattie. George Camp- 


>a did the sets. Barr. 
Did 


Most of the characters are cream- 
puffs. Seems that Anne Cummings, 
determined to make a mark as a 
painter, had lost her first husband, 
the well-set Peter Bradley; therefore 
is now having a time supporting the 
No. 2 spouse, a lazy archaeologist; 
her father, an eccentric who takes 
care of the house, and an infant in 
from an orphanage on approval. 
Husband No. 1, still in love with 
Anne, comes in with his second wife, 
an addle-pated sexology enthusiast. 
Peter pays the bills, but is unable to 
tear the would-be artist away from 
her easel. 

Apparently unaware that a Basque 
count is attracted to her as a female 
rather than as a painter, Anne goes 
off with the foreigner for a few days 
in the country. Nobody cares much 
except Peter, who hires a private 
detective, who in turn follows the 
wrong couple. Untouched, Anne 
comes back to Peter’s waiting arms 
while archaeologist goes off on an- 
other digging expedition and second 
Mrs. Bradley is paired with Scottish 
expert on Oriental sex life from 
apartment below. 

Playsmith has done his best job 
with Daddy Hooper, one of those 
roles Henry Travers has institution- 
alized: it is an interesting role and 
would undoubtedly mean more if the 
play gave it more of a chance. An- 
other type, the college-bred relief 
investigator, has been written in 
with fair effect. 

Leads—Flora MacDonald as Anne 
and Wilton Graff as Peter—make the 
most of incompletely conceived 
parts. Father role comes off enjoy- 
ably in Thom Conroy's characteriza- 
tion. Dorothy Weller’s impersona- 
tion of the scatter-brained sex fan 
adds life, and Charles Furcolowe de- 
livers easily as the Scotch re- 
searcher. George Petrie’s count is 
according to type, and Mara Sterling 
is an attractive question-asker from 
Bryn Mawr. 

Phillips Lowther’s studio setting 
makes a good first impression, but 
does not wear. well. 

Show set for at least two weeks, 
with ‘Liliom’ revival to follow. 

Elem. 


SUMMER STORM 


Pasadena, March 8. 


Comedy-drama in three acts by Ralph 
Gircharda. Directed by Dan Meyers and 
presented in the Laboratory theatre of the 
Pasacena Community Playhouse, March 
8 °37. 

Charles ‘Chuck’ Burton If....Tom Skinner 
Pe eee eee Jack Collis 
Timmy O'Neill........ Frank W. Watts, Jr. 

‘Baby Face’ Darnell....... Johnny Eppelite 
POD. “RMBMOE., o.caws o6 000 6004 0008 Ann Morgan 
Nedra Burton............<d Jinx Falkenburg 
Patricia Burton... .ccccses- Mary McNamee 
BGG BUStOR,. +. ccscvecees Margaret Stevens 
DGS save 8o%s 64Od 0600450505 George Marks 
Var, ......-ssscccccocs-- miecanor DD. Wiisea 
CoM TEMPO es cocccccvesces Robert E. Neff 
Luke FYG@miat...ccocccccocscrs Charles Wood 


Rev. Danielson........L. A. Rosenfield, Jr. 
PE SPs ceonsvece eters eases Eric Evans 
UE OE CEES. occbdeedevceaned Oval Wylie 














Ralph Birchard has authored a 
| play in ‘Summer Storm,’ which has 
both stage and screen possibilities. 
| Despite the roughness of its pres- 
|ent form, the play has the basis of 
good entertainment. 

As presented in the Laboratory 
theatre of the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse, it also has the benefit 
of wise casting, principally because 
it calls for a _ preponderance of 
young players, in abundance in any 
little theatre. 

Direction of Dan Meyers stands 
out well in the results accomplished 
by a willing cast. Art Gaylord Legg 
has designed only one set for the 
three acts, but this is built and 
dressed with finesse. 

Story is laid within the seaside 
cottage of the Burton family. Moth- 
er and father celebrate their silver 
wedding anniversary and go away 
on a second honeymoon, leaving 
their children of various ages in 
charge of an aunt and an old family 
friend. 

Events transpire quickly. A couple 
of wild kids, a boy and a girl, mus- 





attributes of this Bureau of 
Plays’ prizewinner. Plot concerns 
middle class Jewish family in New 
York, male members of which are 
and have been for generations small 
manufacturers in cloak and suit in- 
dustry. Father, as head of Simon 
& Co., is caught between labor 
troubles and ruthless opposition of 
lItrge manufacturers, realizes event- 
ually that it isn’t merely labor or 
big boys he should fight, but the 
entire system. 

Story relies on integration of hu- 
man comedy and sertous dramatic 
conflict. Home situation—worrying 
mother, belligerent grandfather, and 
misunderstood father and son—all 
typically Jewish family life, relate 
closely to business troubles. Color- 
ful dialog and sharp. character 
drawings fit together well. 

Definitely unsuited for Broadway 
production without sharpening of 
character and tapering of wordage. 
‘They, Too, Arise’ has potency not 
usually associated with inexperi- 
enced authors’ work. 

Presented by young Jewish actors 
cast for type, production reveals un- 
derstanding of spiritual values be- 
hind action. Because of background 
and association, players were able 
to deliver authentic reproductions of 
Jewish traits involved. 

Play won Hopwood literary con- 
test prize at U. of M. last year, re- 
cently cashed in with new play bu- 
reau, and now has been sold to De- 
troit Federal theatre for presenta* 
tion with WPA actors in Littman’s 
People’s theatre. 

Humor brought forth audience re- 
actions but did not detract from im- 
pact of serious theme. Baer. 


PLAYS ABROAD 


Revue de l’Exposition 
Paris, March 2. 


Revue in two acts (50 scenes) by Henry 
Varna, Leo Lelievre, Mare Cab, Charles 
Tutelier; ballet mistress, Helena Greasley; 
music, Vincent Scotto, Borel-Clerc, Michel 
Emer, Georges Sellers. Gabrouche, Christine, 


Marcel Pagnoul, Ray-Marf-Mascheroni, 
Richard A. Whiting, Benny Davis, Billy 
Hill; costumes, Jenny Carre, R. Fost; 
sets, R. Fost. Sennep, Joe Bridge, Adnet 
Lavignac, Pellegrey; orchestrs direction 
Marcel Pagnoul. At Casino de Paris, Paris. 





Henry Varna has a winner here. 
Looked at from every angle, this 
revue outdistances anything recently 
offered to the Paris public. : 

With Maurice Chevalier topping 
and overshadowing everything, 
Varna has one of the biggest draw- 
ing cards to be found for a French 
revue audience, to say nothing of the 
appeal Chevalier should have for 
visitors from abroad. 

And the producers have not for- 
gotten that a star doesn’t make a 
revue, for there is a sufficiency of 
good material mixed in the correct 
proportions to make the finished 
product appetizing and appealing. 

Nor have any of the possibilities 
offered by costuming, lighting effects 
and stage decorations been over- 
looked. For the most part they are 
all used effectively to add spirit and 
color. From almost every angle, 
Varna has outdone himself. 

Chevalier, bright as always, holds 
the spot for more than one-half hour 
early in the second half of the revue. 
It is his only appearance. In all, he 
does eight numbers which amply 
display the reason why he still holds 
a grip on a French audience. He 
clicks well with all of them, but an 
offering dressed as a drunken old 
bum, as a fortune-teller and his old 
favorite ‘Prosper’ glean more than 
abundantly. His gestures and mode 
of presentation have lost little of the 
appeal they have always had for the 
French. 

With Chevalier is Nita Raya, seen 
often in films and on the music-hall 





stage here, but never before holding 
down the femme lead of a big revue. 


bined with serious intent are chief | 
New | 














proceeds of its annual benefit shows. Additional sources of revenue are 
being mulled and one idea is the staging of an amateur boxing tournament, 
tentatively dated for next fall. 

In addition to sick allowances of $25 per week for 12 weeks, allowable 
to each member per year if required, $1,000 is paid the estate of life 
members, upon death, and $500 to others. There are 60 living 
members, treasury having a surplus of about $90,000. 





Louis F. Werba and J. J. Leventhal have rented the ‘Dead End?’ setting 
used by the road company and will pay $600 for its use for two weeks. 
They will present the play in Newark for that period. Understood that 
a 5% royalty will be paid Sidney Kingsley, the scenery rental going to 
‘End's’ original producer, Norman Bel Geddes. Some of the road cast will 


be used for the Newark date. ‘End’ played the balance of the available 
time in the east. 





Walter Huston may not appear in legit again for some time, being plenty 
burned over the manner in which Broadway treated his ‘Othello,’ which 
had a brief engagement at the New Amsterdam, N. Y. One of the press 
expressions particularly irked Huston, referring to his vaudeville appear- 
ances. Understood that he had some of his own coin in the show which 
ended plenty in the red. Before starting a West Indies cruise, Huston 
declared himself pointedly and said he was returning to Hollywood. 





Five players in the youthful cast of ‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore, N. Y., are 
in lights. Among them is Frank Albertson, it being his first stage appear- 
ance, although he has worked in pictures. The others on the canopy 
are Mary Mason, Wynn Cahoon, Eddie Albert and Jose Ferrer. 

Miss Mason is the wife of Carl Fisher, Jr.. who manages the show, pre- 
sented by George Abbott. 





‘Arms for Venus,’ John Golden, N. Y., was originally produced by Uni- 
versity of Rochester students in summer stock at Phelps, N. Y., two years 
ago under title, ‘Funeral Games.’ Milo L. Wood, former U. of R. dramatic 
coach, is stage manager of the N. Y. production. Ruth Yalowich, who 
played the title role in Rochester, is now secretary to the producer, and 
understudying Hortense Alden in the lead. 





Erik Charell, who staged ‘White Horse Inn,’ Center, N. Y., was reported 
returning to New York from the Coast some time ago, but as yet has 
not arrived. Illness there of his brother, Ludwig, originally caused him 


to postpone the trip. When heard from recently he was at Santa Monica, 
Cal. 





Nick Wiger, legit actor, has gone arty. Is designing greeting cards. 
Took it up as a hobby during the run of ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ in which 


he played a bit. ‘Oiwin,’ principal character in play was a greeting card 
poet. 


William Morris agency is repping two legit newcomers. One is Sidney 
Lumet, 12, youngster in ‘Eternal Road,’ and the other is Joseph Buloff, 
Yiddish comedian who came to Broadway attention in the short-lived 
‘Call Me Ziggy.’ Morris office has possible picture deals for both. 





C. William Morganstern, who was interested in ‘Sex’ and other Mae 


_— dramas, is reported seriously ill. He is under treatment in New 
ersey. 





League of New York Theatres will move from the 17th to the 21st floor 


in the Paramount building. Lower floor has been leased out in entirety to 
one concern. 








She sings, dances and appears in 
amusing sketches; all to a very good 
degree, but just misses through lack 
of that one last little ounce of finish. 
Maybe before this show has com- 
pleted its run she will have captured 
that, too, for she is near. 

Americans billed as such in this 
show are not great in number—nine 
in all—but all are featured. Three 
Dukes, colored steppers, grab good 
results with some fast tapping; Myrio 
and Desha, dance team (French and 
American) offer three well-studied 
numbers, while four of the ‘Ameri- 
can Girls’ of the original eight whom 
Derval brought over earlier in the 
year, are in this revue. Among other 
things they are giving French audi- 
ences a first taste of New York’s 
strip-tease. They are Ellen Leigh, 
previously booked as Joan Orner; 
Lyn Logan, blonde vamp who used 
to work with Joan Warner on the 
other side of the water; Theresa 
Donaghue and Joan Douglas. 

Outstanding of the remainder of 
the cast are Three Bonos, rough and 
tumble and comedy Italian team: 
Mady and Cord, big man, little girl 
comedy acrobatic act; Jacky Balan, 
cyclist under eight years old: Assia 
de Busney, French singer; Foujane, 
singer who has enlivened several re- 
rent Casino revues, and Beate 
Branda, toe dancer. 

But to any of these more praise is 





hardly due than to the 16 Helena 
Stars, who are without doubt the 
most versatile and hard-working line 
in town, set by Helena Greasley, 
English ballet mistress. With them 
are the Mannequins of the Rue de la 
Paix, also routined by Miss Greasley, 
and the Ballet Wysocka, set by Mme. 
Tacjanna Wysocka. 

With all this, Varna has woven the 
light and amusing together with the 
fulier, heavier costumed and staged 
it for pleasing results throughout. 
Movement is not lacking at any 
instant. 


After an opener catching the 
feminine contingent on a _ terraced 
setting blacked out below nude 
shoulders, Beate Branda, backed by 
a colorful setting of girls and 
scenery, takes the spot for good re- 
turns with a toe dance. Two sketches 
which follow are among the most 
amusing in the revue. 

Called Paris-New York-Paris, a 
burlesqued viewpoint of an Ameri- 
can’s idea of Paris is followed by the 
reverse. In the former, bearded 
policemen help voluptuous ladies to 
interest American tourists, while in 
the latter Nono, as a fat Frenchman 


with a beard, is seduced by Lyn 
Logan, American married and 
divorced in the space of a few 


seconds, for which a policeman not 
(Continued on page 56) 


“4 














Wednesday, March 17, 1937 





FEEGHETEGM 


ATE GROSSES 


VARIETY 55 








Follies’ Quits Chi on Big $23,000; 
It Capacity $15,000 


‘Can't Take 


4 


Chicago, March 16. 


Only three shows in the loop now, 
the Erlanger switching to pictures 
for ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col.). Ziegfeld 
Follies’ left town Saturday (13) after 
a fine 10-week stay, and was replaced 
last night (Monday) by ‘Reflected 
Glory,’ slated to stick for a minimum 
of three weeks. 

Erlanger vacated the D’Oyly Carte 
Gilbert & Sullivan gang Saturday, 
after a splendid five-week canter, 
holding a week over the additional 
month planned. 

Town is now awaiting ‘Idiot’s De- 
light’ and ‘Red, Hot and Blue.’ 

‘You Can’t Take It With You’ con- 
tinues big money at the Harris, 
while ‘Leaning on Letty’ hangs on 
as a remarkable profit-maker at the 
Selwyn, after 16 weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (17th week). Charlotte Green- 
wood piece holding up at the b.o. in 
remarkable fashion, took nifty $9,500 
again last week. 

‘Reflected Glory,’ 
$2.75) (1st week). 
(Monday). 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (6th week). Capac- 
ity and a cinch to continue that way 
for a while. Up to $15,000 last week. 


‘Ziegfeld Follies, Grand _ (1,300; 
$3.85) Scrammed Saturday (13), 
after 10 good weeks and a record as 
the first show in years to get $3.85 
top around here; 25,000 for final 
session. 


Grand (1,000: 
Opened last night 


Other Attractions 
D’Oyly Carte Gilbert & Sullivan 
Rep., Erlanger (1,400; $2.75). Fifth 
and final week was a coin-winner 
again at $11,000. 
WPA 
‘Good Olid Summertime,’ 
stone. Readying a new show. 
‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 
Colored show, got good notices. 
‘O Say Can You Sing?,’ Great 
Northern. Musical holding up; best 
of WPA b.o. attractions here. 


D. C. CAN'T SEE 
TOES,’ $16,000 


Black- 





Washington, March 16, 

Old story of a hit musical straight 
from the big town suffering here be- 
cause the people who can pay stiff 
prices had already caught it on 
Broadway, last week with ‘On 
Your Toes.’ Show had to be content 
with approximately $16,000 at the 
National. House will pack ’em in 
at any price for a new revue, but the 
carriage trade does too much travel- 
ing to underwrite post-season stuff. 

Belasco is counting on the pre- 
Broadway showing of ‘His Excel- 
lency’ to overshadow the second 
roadshow engagement this spring of 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ at the National. 
Next week will bring the National 
‘Jane Eyre,’ which exceeds the Thea- 
ter Guild quota here, but is being 
peddied to ATS subscribers on the 
same cut-rate price basis as a bonus. 
Show was skedded to bow in here, 
but Katharine Hepburn, remember- 
ing her flop in ‘The Lake’ here, is 
reported to have balked at giving the 
Capital crix first crack. Belasco will 
go dark for Holy week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘On Your Toes’ (National; $3.30)— 
Post-Broadway engagement didn’t 
better $16,000. Show folded here. 

‘Parnell’ (Belasco; $1.65)—Wal- 
lowed through the week at a poor 
$3,000. 


Jane Cowl Nice $13,000 
And H.0., San Francisco 


San Francisco, March 16. 

‘First Lady,’ with Jane Cowl, is 
holding steady at the Curran theatre, 
where its run has been extended 
from two to three weeks. Miss Cow] 
will do a series of one-nighters over 
a period of seven days when she 
Closes here Saturday (20). 

‘Touch of Brimstone’ isn't faring 
SO well at the Columbia theatre 
(WPA), where the Leonore Kaghan 
and Anita Phillips comedy had a 
boor first week. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘First Lady,’ Curran (2d week) 
(1.500: $2.50). Biz better on this 
Jane Cowl show than expected. Over 
$13.000 on the second week respon- 
Sible for holding an additional seven 


ays. 

WPA 
Petes of Brimstone,’ Columbia 
st week), Federal Theatare Project 
jas given this comedy a nice pro- 











Bankhead Gets $7,500 
In Columbus Split Week 


Columbus, March 16. 
Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Reflected 
Glory’ hit the bell for a good ap- 


——e 


RUTH DRAPER $11,000 
IN L. A; ‘BOY’ $8,000 


Los Angeles, March 16. 

Ruth Draper did a mopup during 
her five nights and three matinee 
performances at the Biltmore in her 
series of impressions. Engagement 
was terminated following the Friday | 
matinee, to enable the actress to sail | 
from San Francisco Saturday (13) | 
for Honolulu. 

Henry Duffy's ‘Boy Meets Girl’ got | 
away to a good start at the El Capi- | 














proximate $7,500 in three evenings 
and a matinee at the Hartman Thea- 
tre last half (11-13), at $2.83 top. 
Handicap of playing the week after 
Katharine Hepburn and just 10 days 
before the Lunts’ ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
Which comes here, March 23-24, hurt 
the play somewhat. 

Hepburn show pulled them in to 
the tune of. approximately $8,000, 
capacity, for two nights and a mati- 
nee. Top was the same, $2.83. 


PITT PAYS FINE 
106 FOR ‘BOY 
RETURN 





Pittsburgh, March 16. 

Quick return of ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
worked no particular hardship on 
the comedy click at the Nixon last 
week and the attraction rung up a 
neat $10,000, nice profit for both 
ends. Spewacks’ Hollywood rib 
played here less than two months 
ago and gross then was only ap- 
proximately $2,500 better. Company 
which played here then has since 
disbanded, and present one is the 
Coast troupe heading back east. 
There was some question about the 
early repeat—first time the same 
legit show has ever played here 
twice in one season—but the opinion 
that the piece was just beginning to 
catch on near the close of the first 
engagement was confirmed by the 
second take. Show drew steady biz 
all week, to give the house the third 
profitable return engagement in a 
row. Other two were ‘Tobacco 
Road’ and ‘Great Waltz,’ although 
these first hit town more than a 
year ago. 
Nixon’s current, ‘Jane Eyre,” may 
be curtains for the legit season, since 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) comes in for 
two weeks Sunday (21) and ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG) follows for the same 
length of time with an option on a 
third week. 
Although the ATS series ended 
two months ago, regular subscribers 
are being offered ‘Eyre’ at reduced 
prices as a sort of bonus. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Nixon (2,100; 
$2.28). Second visit for this one 
within two months, but okay at $10,- 
000. For a show hooked up like this 
one that’s profit both ways. 





Current Road Shows 





(Week of March 15) 


Ballet Russe, Central High 
School, Kalamazoo, Mich., 16; 
lay off 17; Canton, Canton, O., 18; 


Music Hall, Cleveland, 19-21; 
Pabst, Milwaukee, 22. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ National, 
Washington. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 


D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Cass, 
Detroit. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Cur- 
ran, San Francisco. 

‘Follies,’ Davidson, Milwaukee. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Forrest, Phila- 


delphia. 

‘His Excellency,’ Belasco, 
Washington. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (‘Lunt and 


Fontanne), Hanna, Cleveland. 


‘Jane Eyre’ (‘(K. Hepburn), 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘One ‘Good Year,’ Shubert, 
Newark. 

‘Reflected Glory’ (Tallulah 


Bankhead), Grand, Chicago. 
San Carlo Opera, Auditorium, 

Sacramento, 15; travel, 16; Par- 

amount, Portland, 17-21. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Union Opera 


| House, New Philadelphia, O., 
| 15: Auditorium, Newark, O., 16; 
Murphy, Wilmington, O., 17; 
Indiana, Richmond, Ind., 18; 


Colonial, Akron, 19; Stambaugh, 
Youngstown, 20. 





auction, but public not interested. 
‘\round $2,000, below average. 


Ne 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 


tan and, despite the healthy run of | 
| the opus at the Biltmore a few | 
|} weeks ago, should stick for substan- 
| tial returns. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ruth Draper, Biltmore, Los An- 
| geles (S-1,656, $2.20). Limited en- 
gagenent draw capacity matinees | 
for tnree performances and substan- 
tial night trade for a nifty $11,000. | 
| House shuttered following the Fri- 
day (12) mat. and remains dark un- 
| til “‘Tovarich’ moves in, April 19. 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood (C-1,571; $1.65) (1st wk). | 


Hollywood mob appears to like the | 
Henry Duffy production as well, if | 
not better, than the road show com- | 


| 
| pany. 


Initial stanza brought very 
| satisfactory $8,000. 
WPA 
‘Roaring Girl,’ Hollywood Play- 
| 


house. Continues to draw fair trade 
and sticks to March 21. 

‘House of Connelly,’ Mayan. Like- 
wise set to end March 21. 

‘Wisdom Tooth,’ Musart. Faring 
mildly but stays until March 28. 

‘Revue of Reviews,’ Mason. Musi- 
cal getting healthy biz. Engagement 
set to end March 28, however. 


HAMPDEN, ‘RAT 
$11,000 EACH, 
IN HUB 


Boston, March 16. 

‘Enemy of People,’ in a one-week 
stand, and ‘Brother Rat,’ 4th week, 
‘ran about neck and neck last week 
at $11,000 each. ‘Rat’ stays on indef 
at the Plymouth, and the next in- 
coming show will be ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
new musical booked into the Shu- 
bert March 25. 

D’Oyly Carte Co. is slated for the 
Colonial April 5. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Enemy of People’ (Shubert; $2.75). 














usual in Ibsen play and he ordered 
it off the road. 

‘Brother Rat’ $2.75, 
4th week). smoothly 
through an Last week 
good $11,000. 


WALTZ’ $12,500 
N. G., PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 16. 


One lone legit show in town this 
week and nary a one next week, 
which, however, isn’t so surprising 
for this time of year. 

Erlanger gets a try-out named ‘Ex- 
cursion, John Wilson producing. 
Easter week and has a musical called 
‘Friday at Four’ due 9n April 12. 


Forrest, after being shut next week 
and probably Easter week too, gets a 
John Golden try-out, ‘Susan and 
God,’ with Gertrude Lawrence, for 
two weeks starting April 12. Same 
house also gets a single week’s en- 
gagement of Katharine Cornell in 
‘Candida’ and ‘Wingless Victory.’ 


Some question about how long 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) will stay at the 
Chestnut. which house may get a 
late April booking if clear. 

Town's one show last week, ‘The 
Great Waltz.’ was way off the first 
half, but picked up late in the week. 


(Plymouth; 
_ . Running 
indef. run. 








was not so forte. Remains at the 
Forrest this week, too. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Young Madame Conti’—Bernard 
Klawans (Warners). 

‘Bet Your Life’—Ben Stein. 

‘Chalked Out’—Brock Pemberton. 

‘Miss Quis’—Vinton Freedley. 

‘Hitch Your Wagon’—Pearson and 
Baruch. 

‘Shoot a Grand Duke’ — Brock 
|}Pemberton and Theatre Foundation. 

‘Babes in Arms’—Dwight Deere 
Wiman. 

‘Excursion’—John C. Wilson. 

‘Farewell Summer’—B. F. Kams- 
ler. 





| ation. 


| However, 


Walter Hampden drew milder than | 


However, the total gross of $12.500 | 


=== -==3 


B’way Legits Await Easter Boom: 


‘Having’ $13,000; ‘Candida’ Sellout 





Again the bigger shows were 
socked last week, Federal income tax 
payments raiding the box offices up 
to Saturday when matinees were ex- 
ceptionally strong. Two of the major 
attractions on Broadway dropped at 
least $6,000 each on the week’s oper- 
Monday (15) was dismal what | 
with steady all day and night rain. | 
the slump is seasonal and | 
late next week will see an upturn. 

Against the ebbing trend, however. 
there were exceptions as always. | 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ climbed 
over $13,000 at the Lyceum and 
looks in for a fairly good 
ment. Katharine Cornell added ‘Can- 
dida’ at the Empire, as an alternate 
for the exacting ‘The Wingless Vic- 


| tory,’ the revival drawing high praise | 


and capacity business. Saturday 


night there were plenty of standees | 
in for the Shaw comedy, which will | 


be played four times weekly, instead 
of three. Star, however, announced 


the final month and is booked for the | 
| road this spring. 
las ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ ‘The 


Such 


Women,” ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter.’ and ‘Richard II,’ little affected 

Three newcomers last week were 
tepped by ‘Storm Over Patsy,’ but 
whether it will outlast the subscrip- 


| tion period at the Guild is not defi- 


nitely indicated. Quoted around 
$12,000, mostly subscribers’ money. 
| ‘Sun Kissed,’ at the Little, and ‘Arms 
for Venus’ did not catch the first 
nighters’ fancy and the latter is 
slated out this Saturday (20). 
Broadway lost its straight show 
leader suddenly when ‘Tonight at 
| 8.30’ suddenly stopped at the Na- 


ber one grosser. 


Early this week two shows were | 
set to shut down next (Holy) week. 
| ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin, and 


‘Marching Song,’ Bayes (roof), while | 
‘White Horse Inn’ will duck the first 
| 
| 


| two nights. 
| ‘Chalked Out’ will open at the 

Morosco next week, with ‘His Excel- 
| lency’ also carded in, without a the- 
| atre mentioned. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Arms for Venus,’ Golden (2nd 
| week) (C-789-$3.30). Opened late last 
| week and drew uniform panning; 
closes Saturday. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ (69th week) (C- 
1,059-$3.30). Slipped last week, but 
| still profitable, with takings around 
$7,500. 


‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield 





several attractions doing well di- | 
‘rectly at box office; again rated 
|over $8,000, okay. 

‘Brother’ Rat,’ Biltmore (14th 


| week) (C-991-$3.30). Sell-out theatre 
| party helped; big Friday and Sat- 
urday sellout meant another $13,000 
gross. 

‘Cross Town,’ 48th St. (ist week) 
(C-969-$3.30). Presented by John 
Dietz and Marty Forkins; written 
by Joseph O. Kesselring; also called 
‘Once Upon a Time’; opens tonight 
(Wednesday). 


‘Dead End,’ Belasco (73d week) 
(CD - 1,000 - $3.30). Approximated 
$7,000 last week; with operating ex- 
pense revised downward profit at 
pace. 

‘Driftwood,’ Longacre (1st week) 
(D-1,019-$3.30). Postponed from last 
week; slated to open Thursday (18). 

‘Frederika,’ Imperial (7th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85). Getting fair money 
for operetta and, with few musicals 
around, should stay well into spring; 
$14,000. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Hudson 
(4th week) (CD-1,094-$3.30). Dialect 
comedy looks set to stay; although 
not with leaders, doing very well; 
| improved to better than $13,000 in 
| face of downward trend. 


| ‘High Tor,’ Beck (10th week) (D- 

1,214-$3.30). Riding along behind 
| leaders to substantial business; esti- 
mated over $13,000 last week. 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ 46th St. (10th 
|} week) (C-1,375-$3.30). Has been 
sticking along to even break, with 
| takings approximating $4,000, mostly 
from cut rates. 

‘Masque of Kings,’ Shubert 
week) (D-1,382-$3.30). Best try by 
the Guild this season; again around 
$15,000; not exceptional, but satis- 
factory. 





‘Now You've Done It,’ Miller (3d 
| week) (C-944-$3.30). Tough going 
after adverse press; first full week 


around $2,000; ‘Miss Quis’ 
to follow next month. 
‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (21st 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Again around 
$20,000; close to even break; lays off 
next ‘Holy) week, then two weeks 
more before going to Chicago. 
‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (13th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Dropped early 


mentioned 


| in week, but climbed steadily there- | 
|after; last week around $31,000; big | 


Easter advance sales. 


‘Storm Over Patsy,’ Guild (2nd 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). First week 
around $12,000; that is pout average 

; subscription coin, but little other- 


wise. 

‘Sun Kissed,’ Little (2nd week) (C- 
| 532-$3.30). Opened middle of last 
week, drawing doubtful notices; 


engage- | 


attractions | 


tional, ‘Women’ now being the num- | 


(10th week) (D-1,079-$3.30). One of | 


(6th | 


chances may be better indicated this 
week. 


‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson (3d week) (D-1,017-$3.30), 
Paced around $8,000, or slightly 
less; should improve. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhatian 
O. H. (11th week) (M-2,780-$4.40). 


3ig spectacle has yet to show real 
form at box office; operated in red 


last week, but management still 
hopeful. 

‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(13th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Kathe 


arine Cornell playing thre. perform- 
ances of ‘Candida; combined gross 
last week approached $15,000, re- 
vival’s standee draw Saturday night 
helping; final four weeks announced, 
‘The Women,’ Barrymore (12th 
| week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Talking about 
a cooling system for the house, as 
show is a cinch through the sum- 
|mer; nearly $21,000; tops in straight 
| show field. 


{| ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (17l1st 
| week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Only ‘Abie’s 
|Irish Rose’ exceeds in lengih of 
Broadway run; makes money every 
week; costs little; $7,000. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National. Sud- 
denly withdrawn after two per- 


formances last week; illness of Noel 
Coward the cause; played 14 weeks 
| previously to great business; ‘Shoota 
|Grand Duke,’ soon. 

| ‘*Tovarich,’ Plymouth (23d week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Eased off again last 
week, with takings about $17,700; 
should pick up at Easter and last 
| out season, if not the summer. 

| ‘Wietoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (55th week) (1D-1,110- 
| $3.30). Nearly $16,000 again last 


| week; one of last season’s real wine 


ners and same goes for this sea- 
son. 
‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (25th 


week) (M-3,321-$3.85). Big operetta 
| took it on the chin last week, with 
takings around $20,000; figures to 
pick up this week and next week 
| what with school holidays. 

| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
|}house (6th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
| Agencies getting fancy prices for 
|laugh show, which is drawing ca- 
| pacity; around $16,000. 

| *You Can’t Take It With You,’ 

Booth (14th week) . (C-704-$3.30), 
Also big money item in agencies 
and probably strongest of season's 
laugh shows; $15,000; capacity. 
Revivals, Etc. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; Shevian come 
edy revival drew fine notices and 
ticket demand heavy; two perform- 
ances weekly, with ‘Wingless Vic- 
| tory.’ 

. 

| ‘King Richard II,’ St. James; con- 
tinues to’ excellent money; over 

$18,000 claimed; salaries boosted 10‘% 

| by management. 

‘Marching Song,’ Bayes; 
melodrama in roof theatre. 
‘Naughty Naught,’ American Mu- 
sic Hall; old-style meller ala night 


spot. 
WPA 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

‘Love In Humble Life,’ Daly’s. 

‘The Show-off,’ Lafayette; colored 
revival. 


EYRE’ $16,000 
IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, March 168. 

If all of Katharine Hepburn’s per- 
formances here had been matinees, 
| her ‘Jane Eyre’ at the Hanna last 
| week would have been in rich gravy. 
|Two afternoon shows had the 
|femme’s hanging from the ceiling, 
| complete sell-outs. Night perform- 
ances were light in the $2.75 section, 
| but $16,000 for six days was right 
smart. 
| Advance adverse reports from the 
|middlewest tour were perhaps the 
reason for the slow opening. William 
Blair, house manager, built up some 
sweet publicity for the show. 

Lawrence Langner of the Guild 
and Helen Jerome, who dramatized 
the show, flew in to spend five days 
here trying to doctor it. 

From Cleveland ‘Eyre’ is jumping 
to Pittsburgh's Nixon, then Washing- 
ton, D. C., closing its tour April 3 
at Ford’s, Baltimore. After revamp- 
|ing and a bit of recasting, the Guild 
| intends to reopen it in New York in 
| mid-November. 

Hanna’s current is the 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ followed 
D’Oyly Carte troupe. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Hanna (1,435: 55c- 
$2.75). For a straight drama, a fine 
$16,000, worked up by neat publicity 
on Miss Hepburn. Great femme 
draw, but evenings too slow. Being 
a costume classic did not help in a 
season overloaded with revivals. 
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Plays on Broadway 





CANDIDA 


Revival of drama by George Bernard 
Shaw in three acts; presented by Kath- 
arine Cornell. Staging, Guthrie MeClin- 
tic; setting and costumes, Woodman 
Thompson. At Empire, N. Y., March 10, 
"37 (matinee) $3.30 top. 

James Mavor Morell............ Kent Smith 


Proserpine Garneit 


Alexander Mill..............Morgan Farley 


Ss oe ss re on ig te se ee kao \. P. Kaye 
Candida...........0.....Katharine Cornell 
Eugene Marchbanks........+. Robert Harris 





Katharine Cornell, always best in 
modern roles, is back to Bernard 
Shaw’s ‘Candida’ for a while. Will 
play it Wednesday matinees and 
Saturday nights, official excuse being 
that her part in ‘Wingless Victory,’ | 
is so long and arduous that she} 
cant handie it twice in one day. | 
Whatever the reason, it’s a break be- 
cause in ‘Candida’ Miss Cornell is 
just about tops, her work in this | 
comparing with that in ‘Barretts’ and 
‘Green Hat.’ 

Shaw wrote ‘Candida’ quite a 
w le ago, 42 years ago the record 
books say (can he be that old?). 
And the surprising thing is that it’s 
st'l! a good play. It’s a bit 
much-ado-’ish from modern stand- 
points. but it’s good theatre and it’s 
perfectly balanced writing and en- 
te-t9inment. 

Miss Cornell hasn’t an awful lot to 
do in it, the title role keeping her 
on stage but a few minutes in each 
ac Bulk of the stage labor belongs 
to Robert Harris. as Marchbanks, and 
Kent Smith, as the husband. March- 
banks is the poet in love with her 
and who tries to win her awav from 
the pompous pastor, It’s a silly sort 
of stage role, that of Marchbanks, 
ani Robert Harris makes it even 
more so. He can’t seem to cope with 
it. The role needs underlining in- 
s‘cad of capitalizing, as Harris does 
it. 

‘nith, on the other hand, makes 
P ‘sr Morell a human, living char- 
2° ~-r, more so than has been the 
c.';'o9m in past performances. 

Woodman Thompson has designed 
a nice single set for the show and 
there is a good supporting cast, 
tooned by A. P. Kaye in an excellent 
pe-formai.ce of Candida’s pop and 
Mildred Natwick as Prossy Garnett. 
Watch this Miss Natwick, by the 








way: she’s going places. Morgan 
Fe-ley muffs the Alexander Mill as- 
s'ooment. 

‘t's curious that, after weighing 
the pros and cons, and with Miss 
Correll on stage only for a very 
snort time (as mentioned) she never- 
theless dominates the performance. 
It’s a Cornell show with the very 
highest meaning of that phrase. 


Kauf. 
SUN KISSED 
Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 
Raymond Van Sickle, presented by Helen 


G. Bonfils and George Somnes, Directed by 


George Somnes. Setting John Root. At 
Little, N. Y., March 10, ‘37. $3.30 top. 

Newton Utterback...........:: John Ravold 
AMY ,JOsBUP. 0. fc cccesccccssccced Jean Adair 
Maud@ Sweeney......... Ruth Chorpenning 
Os SRNR. von aedcedessv¥0senns Philip Wood 
Bettie BOWerd. 6c.0céciccacccd Jeanne Temple 
APT etre ret eerie yy Mary Fletcher 
BemaVG Twit ..cccccvices cesses Marie Carroll 
Vernon Weaver. ....'.....0. Carington Lewis 
| Pere re rT Ty Juliette Day 
ES errs ree ry Sylvia (Goose) 
Wineent Puph. ...6.seissesss Sidney Palmer 
i COUN ns neds one hesae Barbara Brown 
Humphrey Newberry....... Charles Coburn 
Frances Newberry......Francesca Bruning 
Mees UmGOrwWOOd. 6 occcicccecs Russell Hardie 
EE errr re. er John Albert 
ED 6 od cas ceshnn da poe en Ben Laughlin 





Bringing into play most of the 
time-worn wheezes about California 
climate, its oranges and its weather, 
Raymond Van Sickle’s comedy, ‘Sun 
Kissed,’ is a commonplace farce shot 
with infrequent shafts of robust 
hilarity. Author takes as his locale 
a boarding house in Los Angeles— 
Newberry Hall—where is gathered a 
stageful of amiable nitwits. Place is 
a lively eat-and-sleep setup, with 
Humchrey Newberry as proprietor. 
Characters are mostly stock types, 
go'»* through familiar motions. Van 


Sickle tries to blend some of the 
deft lunacy of ‘You Can’t Take li 
with You’ with a bit of a lonely 
hearts and the result falls short. — 

Boarding house is overrun with 
eccentrics, ranging from _ funeral- 
faced obit readers and frustrated 
femmes to blonde Hollywood extras 
from Kansas and a trained goose. 
Pop Newberry is a genial, easy-go- 
ing host, but his boarders are, most 
of them, on the barmy side. Ex- 
ceptions are Frances, his daughter, 
and her separated husband, Bill Un- 
derwood, who suddenly breezes in 
from Chicago in search of forgive- 
ness. Latter is a young psycholo- 
gist-prof, using an assumed name to 
fool the girl’s pop and the paying 
guests. 

Underwood at once becomes the 
hero of the establishment, with sev- 
eral of the femme boarders on the 
make, Usual misunderstandings be- 
tween Frances and Bill occur to 
tangle the story a bit. Sex gets out 
of control in the second act, to shock 
the oldtimers and Newberry. And 
the Hall is about to close down when 
Fran and Bill appear, to be involved 
in the pair-offs. 

‘Sun Kissed’ formerly listed Ken- 
yon Nicholson as co-author but he 
withdrew his name before the open- 
ing, Van Sickle soloing now in the 
billing. Producers are Helen G. 
Bonfils, owner of the Denver Post, 
and her husband, George Somnes, 
who staged somewhat uncertainly 
the play. Cast is headed by Charles 
Coburn, genial and likeable as Hum- 
phrey Newberry; Francesca Bruning, 
outstanding as the daughter, and 
Russell Hardie as the psychologist- 
husband. Juliette Day and Barbara 
Brown have some of the better com- 
edy lines among the femme _ con- 
tingent, with Philip Wood, Sidney 
Palmer, Jean Adair and Marie Car- 
roll helping the humor along. John 
Root supplied the single ornate set- 
ting. 

Friendly first audience gave the 
play a loud send-off, but it is a pro- 
duction best suitable for stock and 
destined for a brief Broadway run, 
even with cut-rate support. Picture 
value is distinctly limited. Rowl. 


ARMS FOR VENUS 


Comedy in three acts by Randolph Carter. 

At the John Golden, N. Y., March 11, °37. 
Presented by Mary Hone; staging, Francis 
Hartman Markoe; settings, Nat Carson; 
costumes, Herbert Callister; incidental 
music, Philip James; $3.50 top. 


Quartilla............Beatrice de Neergaard 

PM, -.66 ds + otcleeweebeewel Tony Bickley 

CryBis.seces ..+«-Hortense Alden 

CRNEE,: oc cneeececvccdscdanseeeonebsd lan Davis 

Nero PPrereryerrr rere. Walter Klavun 

Guards and Slaves: Lee Turk, Haakon 
Ogle, Erik Walz, H. McAlpin Whitney, 
Robert Russell, Richard Graham, Wilbur 
Volsch. ° 





Mary Hone, actress, aspired to be- 
come a manageress, but, unwisely 
chose a script by a Harvard grad. 
It isn’t a play at all and has little 
chance of sticking the minimum 
guarantee date of two weeks. 

‘Arms for Venus’ is no credit to 
collegiate playwrighting efforts, 








while the fanciful indication of the 
title has no relation to the play. No 
seems to be the word for something 
that should not have reached the 
professional stage. 

What goes on is within a Roman 
tomb during the time that Nero was 
in action, having burned the city, 
and so forth. Emperor had a yen 
for one Crysis, whose husband just 
passed away from over-eating. Not 
only did Nero pick a bad spot to 
make advances, but he was beaten 
to it by Caius, a soldicr who was 
supposed to guard the corpses of six 
thieves hanged nearby. 

Anyhow, Nero makes himself out 
a good sport and summons wine and 
eats, tossing a party alongside the 
sarcophagus. All get a bit stewed 
and Nero has his couch fetched in 
for the night. Crysis, who said she 
wanted to starve herself to death, is 
in love again. 

But comes the dawn and some- 
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body stole one of the corpses. That 
would mean death to Caius for 
neglect of duty, but Nero finds a way 
out by suggesting that the missing 
spot be occupied by Crysis’ deceased 
spouse. Nero, who had spent the 
night with Quartilla, a slave girl, 
just freed by Crysis, decides to toss 
her to the soldiers. That’s about all. 

This fun-in-a-tomb idea stipulates 
that Hortense Alden, the merry 
widow, remain on stage throughout 
the play. Alan Davis as the soldier 
is on nearly as long. Walter Klavun 
plays Nero as a semi-nance, which 
may be the right idea, though it 
really doesn’t matter. 

Nat Karson designed the ornate 
tomb, a spacious chamber of red and 
gold. Sketches on the walls are sup- 
posed to represent murder and rape. 
Play is based on a story supposed 
to have been invented by Petronius. 
There are five characters and half a 
dozen extras. Ibee. 


SOME OF THE PEOPLE| 


(COLUMBIA VARSITY SHOW) 


Mucical comedy in two acts, presented 
by the Columbia University Players. Book 
by Seymour Nadler; music by Lee Wajner, 
lyrics by 


Lupin Fein. Dances staged by 


tuddy Graham. Sets by Belmont Corn, 
Entire production staged by Paul J. Win- 
kopp. At Riverside Plaza hotel, N. Y.,. 


three nights, March 10-12, ‘37, $2.50 top. 
Cast: John Farrington, Dolores Yates, 
Hamlet Barry, Buddy Graham, Jane Greer 
Osver Carmi, Vera Wolfson, Bertram Sel- 
verstone, Andrew Aprea, John Galvin, Leon 


Warshaw, Billy Fagley, Mary Robertson, 
Irma Seidler, Orleans Archambault, Olga 
Hulubovich, Major Slough, Walter Roath, 
Sam Greenfeld, Stewart Williams, Sey- 
mour Alpert, George Verdone, Albert Field, 
Fred Eberhardt, Orlando Stevenson, An- 
thony Sussino, Paul de Kolisch, William 
Millard, George Dryfoos. 





After 42 annual musicals, Colum- 
bia University Players abolished 
stag cast for first time last year, 
using some girls from Columbia U’s 
affiliated Barnard and Teachers’ 
College. On opening night lassies’ 
first appearance was greeted with 





catcalls (bass-baritone) and deluge 
of banana peels. Wasn’t vigorous | 
nor sincere disapproval; just prank | 
cooked up on the campus. After | 
the first-night outburst the girls | 
were considered initiated and ac- 
cepted. : 

Show sat well with the rah-rahs, 
their parents, and the old grads. | 
Proved a very good specimen of a 
college musical, and the presence of 
femmes in cast -was a decided boon. 
Usually spectacle of lads liveried | 
like lassies is good for but one short 
cackle, then novelty wears exceed- 
ingly thin. The skirted principals 
were fine, but in view of fact sev- 
eral colleges were drafted upon for 
girls, the chorus line could have 
had sleeker lookers. 

Plot of ‘Some of the People’ is the 
usual rambling one found in musi- 
cal comedies styled in the boom- 
era school of around a decade ago. 
Boy is the upright broke, girl the 
heiress (once again to dime-store 
millions). There is the phoney Russe 
nobleman, and the expected mixups 
and misunderstandings. 

Story unfolded very slowly, but 
along the route was some comedy 
that zowied with audience because 
it was colloquial with the Columbia 
studes, grads and friends. 

Just before conclusion some really 
excellent satire was salted in. The 
Spanish civil war, F.D.R.’s Supreme 
Court proposal, N.Y.’s World’s Fair 


gantly cut pale blue evening gown 
and, of course, to abandon it piece 
by piece. Ellen Leigh, Joan Doug- 
las and Theresa Donaghue follow, 
just as elegantly gowned in pale 
purples, orange and yellow. Faster 
numbers but all ending the same 
way. French audience seemed a 
bit surprised but they’re American 
girls, of whom anything may be 
expected. 

Riotous colors are given free 
reign in ‘Poules et Coq,’ where the 
Helena Stars create a soft, flowing 
movement with delicately colored 
fans while nudes pose through 
thumbnail openings in a drop dec- 
orated by multi-colored feathers. 
Following scene abandons coquet- 
tishness to rely on older favorites, 
such as lace and embroidery, but 
not without beauty and harmony. 
Whites and pale purples predomi- 
nate in the use of a drop edged in 
embroidery, while costumes rely on 
embroidered linens and lace fans. 

Beate Branda comes on with a 
jazz, acrobatic number, well liked. 
Jean Dubonnay follows with a song. 
Revolving, stepped rostrum appears 
in the center to twirl with its cargo 
of lovelies in costumes of a period 
past. 

Three Bonos take away the best 
hand of the first half. Their acro- 
batic antics give animated action of 
a kind liked here and give way to 
a sketch called ‘Gangsters.’ Nita 
Raya, in this is a rich passenger 
aboard a trans-Atlantic liner, with 
Robert Berry and Harry Max as 
thieves trying to get her pearl neck- 
lace. They don’t succeed but, in 
dancing with one of them, she suc- 
ceeds in lifting a pocketbook. 

Pearls are used as the excuse for 
the following—one of the most 
striking scenes in the show. Mam- 
moth jewel box opens to reveal 
nudes lying in the bottom with up- 
stretched hands holding balloons to 
form a collar of pearls. White silks 
and satins draped decoratively sided 
with pillars resembling twisted 
ivory offset pearl costumed ladies 
as they parade, while Desha tosses 
a mammoth balloon caressingly. 

That Varna can combine nudism 
pleasantly with exotic costumes is 
shown in the ‘Magic Staircase.’ 
Scene opens with jeweled nudes 
posing as statues in niches of a 


black background. Upper half 
folds under and brings down a 
white, brilliantly-stoned _ staircase, 


down which descend girl drummers 
dressed in flashing guardsmen’s 
helmets plumed in white while 
other nudes, jeweled and plumed 
alike, stand guard and descend with 
a glittering Miss Raya for the first 
half finale. 
Myrio and Desha do their third 
number early in the second half. 
In a semi-apache, Myrio as a 
sailor, is returning to his ship, con- 
trary to Desha’s wishes. Routine 
is not difficult, but well executed. 
Helena Stars present an unusual 
and amusing routine, balancing 
themselves and executing forma- 
tions on knee-high balls. Their 
screams as they attempt to maneu- 
ver from their precarious perches 
bring more laughs than if each had 
been an expert in the assignment. 
Neon lights in vari-colored hues 
are used in one of the closing scenes 
as batons to execute extraordinary 
effects by the Helena Stars. In a 
semi-dark stage weird results are 
achieved, to be replaced by nudes 





in ’39, Mayor LaGuardia and couple 
other pertinent points of current 
newsiness got the tickle-feather 
applied to ’em. Shame the satire 
wasn’t injected sooner, or more 
frequently. 

The music is wholly good, all 
songs having been turned out by 
one team, Lee Wainer and Lupin 
Fein. None looks destined for hit 
rating, but several deserve dance- 
band attention, notably ‘Sweet Sur- 
prise,’ ‘I’m Satisfied with You’ and 
‘Got a Man on My Mind.’ 

Of the cast, romantic leads, John 
Farrington and Dolores Yates, were 
good; Buddy Graham (who staged 
all the dances) proved a swell tap 
dancer; Osver Carmi a suave semi- 
heavy; Anthony Sussino did nice 
takeoff on Mayor LaGuardia; John 
Galvin handled two roles, both of 
‘em fairly large and both well done. 

Only three of the six scenes were 
in “full.” All were nice. Bert. 


Revue de I|’Exposition 
(Continued from page 54) 





unlike Charley Chaplin makes him 
pay hansomely. 


Nita Raya makes her first ap- 
pearance in a scene called ‘The 
Press Talks, offering an amusing 


little song in a voice that could be | 
stronger. Then, baited by audience 
stooges, she plays on words and | 
with politics in light chit-chat, to | 
close with a tap leading the Helena 
Stars. 

Interesting and beautiful scene 
labelled ‘Enchanted Piano’ follows. 
Varna builds a mammoth body to 
an ordinary grand with upraised 
lid outlined as a cut in a black 
transparent curtain. While Assia 
de Busney and Jean Dubonnay sing 
and Myrio and Desha execute first 
a waltz and then a fox-trot, soft 
lights behind the cutaway curtain 
caress filmly draped nudes, which 
rise and descend on a_ terraced 





black background. 

‘Hollywood Imitation’ bring the 
four American girls to present their 
trip-tease. Lyn Logan leads in a 
waltz number dressed in an ele- 





again posed on a mammoth stair- 
case, this time black, illuminated 
by flowing sparklers held by each 
performer. With this as a back- 
ground, Varna uses more feathers 
and plumes, combined with white 
silks, for a finale parade. 
Ballyhooed as a revue for the Ex- 
position, the producer has certainly 
put much more into this attraction 
than any recent presentation. As 
it stands, it should keep b.o. re- 
turns at a high scale for a long time 


to come. Hugo. 
WPA 
LOVE IN HUMBLE LIFE 


Comedy in one act by John Howard 
Payne, Presented at Daly's, N. ¥., March 
9, "37, by the WPA Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect. Direction, adaptation, Francis M. 
Verdi; sets, Orestes Bernardini; costumes, 
Edward Gilbert; stage managers, Harry 
Fields and Victor Esker; 55c¢ top. ; 

Cast: Irma Hardman, Joan Danton, 
Frank Rivers, John G, Pote, Eileen Mevers 
Whitney Haley, Julian Seeber. ; 


THE CLOCK ON THE STAIRS 


Drama in one act by Colin C. Hazlewood. 
Presentation same as above; costumes 
Robert Povrne. ; 

Cast: Whitney Haley, Arthur Bell, Violet 
Dale, Dorothy Debecker, Eugene Maver, 
Emmett Shackleford, John Macey, Harry 


Lemore, Maud Bancroft, Joan Danton. B 
Young, : : 





A REGULAR FIX 


in one act by Maddison Morton. 
Presentation same as above. 

Cast: Francis M. Verdi, Lucille Lennon, 
Alice Delane Winifred Deane, Arthur 
Abbot Adams, Uarrv Boden. Vie- 
tor G. Esker, Josephine Deffrey, j 
Song interlude Winifred Deane 
William Culloo 


Farce 


George 


and 





_ Glimpse of this WPA presentatiou 
is much like sitting through a con- 
cert of da Palestrina’s 16th century 
church music. Except that it’s pretty 
hard to burlesque da Palestrina. The 
WPA players, however, can’t quite 
get over the idea that they have to 
mugg this trio of 1850 playlets. In 
which case they could toss in 
checkered table cloths and suds for 
more effect—or be completely ex- 
onerated because, after all, the WPA 


—— 


didn’t write the plays. F. M. Verdi 
charge d'affaires, made a curtain 
speech on opening night saying it 
was hard to keep the kids from 
playing for laughs instead of playing 
the stuff straight: The difficulties. 
at least, are recognized. 


Nobody but the government. or 
possibly a college dramatic school 
intent on starting everything from 
the beginning, would attempt a pro- 
gram such as this. Vague historical 
curiosity is about all that attaches 
to it. Burlesquing produces a few 
laughs, but gets tedious after a bit 
and smatters of being a camouflage 
for misunderstanding of the roles. 


John Howard Payne’s ‘Love in 
Humble Life’ is a terse bit of sac- 
charine set in Poland circa 1810. 
Calls for a blustering soldier with a 
heart of gold, a demure gal, and a 
country bumpkin. The results are 
a happy ending, with a lot of prattle 
in between that currently is inter- 
esting only in terms of John Howard 
Payne and the romantic-gingerbread 
era. Players try hard, but it’s one 
of those things. 

‘Clock on the Stairs,’ written by 
Colin H. Hazlewood (1850), follows 
after a song interlude. Mystery stuff 
solved by virtue, and ludicrous in 
spots. 


Comes another  interlude—filled 
by a dog performing some nifty 
tricks. Then ‘A Regular Fix.’ John 
Maddison Morton (also ‘Box and 
Cox’) staged this in 1863, and it’s 
the best of the WPA trio. Fluffy 
tomfoolery of the Gilbert & Sullivan 
stripe is the basis, and with Verdi 
in the lead, is not badly played. 
Order in which the bits are pre- 
sented is okay, and the attempts at 
staging and costuming, considering 
the materials on hand, are fair 
enough. But it’s not theatre in the 
accepted sense. It’s an _ historical 
show attempted by people whose 
historical knowledge is no match for 
their roles. Which takes the whole 
works completely out of the realm 
of appraisal, and calls only for nods 
where elbow grease was expended. 
Edga. 


THE SHOW-OFF 


Comedy in three acts (four scenes) by 


George Kelly; presented by the Negro 
theatre of the Federal Theatre Project 
(WPA); staged by Frank Wilson; settings 
by Perry Watkins; technical director, 


Byron Webb; costumes 
Farnum; orchestral arrangements by 
Leonard dePaur; production supervised by 
Carlton Moss. At the Lafayette theatre, 


designed by Hilda 





Harlem, N, Y¥., March 5, '37; 40c. top 
RENO is ape cd peed ss cds ccdbes Muriel McCrory 
i, WRN 6 606.05 0s aneeeeemalrs Hilda Offley 
ME SS0 kak bee Ree eeeeen tees ¢ Peggy Howard 
Wee BVIOM. cc ccwcuses TAonel Monagas 
RE eerre Walter Robinson 
wo. Ee eer Wardell Saunders 
BR PU, vc éccdsucteseues Arthur Wilson 
Bet Ms s.00t00s sbxtes0edeuseue Oliver Foater 
ees Ws 6 K0 5 <a6 00055906 Fas Service Bell 
Apparently, besides shifting the 


locale of George Kelly’s 1924 comedy 
success to Harlem, they’ve ‘modern- 
ized’ the script. And, unless the 
author’s dialog has gathered dust in 
the meantime, they’ve also done 
some padding. As a result, the story 
of the obnoxious personality boy is 
oa as windy as its central char- 
acter, 


Particularly in the first act, the 
characters park themselves on the 
stage and spout enough conversation 
to set a dozen plots. Instead, they 
nearly bury this one. Action ac- 
celerates after that and by the end 
it’s rolling along at good clip. And 
Kelly’s sudden plot twist at the cur- 
tain is still a honey. Everything 
considered, however, ‘The Show- 
Off’ doesn’t stand up. 


Major fault of the production is in 
staging and playing. Direction is 
virtually paceless and without in- 
spiration or originality. Almost the 
entire cast appears to be trying to 
keep the dialog a secret. They don’t 
point scenes to any theatrical effect. 
And only Arthur Wilson, as_ the 
show-off, has moments of real dra- 
matic force. He plays with some 
relish and achieves, occasionally, a 
vibrant scene. Most of it, however, 
is amateurish. Hobe. 





Cai. WPA Legit Circuit 


San Francisco, March 16. 
Establishment of a road show cir- 
cuit, bringing the living theatre to 
smaller communities in California, 
is now in the process of becoming an 
accomplished fact. A company of 
actors playing the farce, ‘Help Your- 
self.” left Los Angeles recently for 
its first road tour. 











“Red, Hot and Blue,” Alvin, N.Y 
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PARIS OPERA TO 
LONDON FOR 
CORONATION 


Paris, March 9. 
Arrangements have just been com- 
pleted for the Paris opera to appear 
in London during the coronation fes- 
tivities. Directors of Covent Garden, 
negotiating with M. J. Rouche, Di- 
recteur des Theatres Lyriques Na- 
tionaux, have obtained the Paris 

company for three performances. 
On April 20 and 26 it will present 
‘Ariane et Barbe Bleue’ by Paul Du- 
kas and on May 5 Gluck’s ‘Alceste.’ 
These operas will be presented ex- 
actly as they are sung in Paris and 
the complete cast, including the 


prima donna, Germaine Lubin, will 
go over. Director Phillipe Gaubert 
will also accompany the troupe. 

It is probable that the members of 
the Opera-Comique will also go to 
London during the royal celebraticn. 
Plans are being made for them to 
present ‘Pelleas et Melisande’ there 
during the last two weeks of May. 


Mordkin’s New Ballet 
Makes N.Y. Debut April 4 


Newly re-formed Mikhail Mordkin 
Ballet, with Sergei Soudeikine inter- 
ested in the enterprise, will give one 
performance in New York at the 
Majestic, April 4, before starting a 
tour of 20 upstate and New England 
stands, of one night each. Also figur- 
ing in the project, called Advanced 
Arts, is the Rudolph Ortwein Corp. 
west side printers and furniture 
dealers. 

Majestic will be scaled from $1.10 
to $3.30. Eugene Fuerst will conduct 
a symphony orchestra of 40 pieces 
and it is claimed the ballet will have 
100 persons. Two ballets to be pre- 
sented are ‘Griselle’ and “The Gold 
Fish,’ both originally done by the 
one time Imperial Russian Ballet. 
Soudeikin’s settings and costumes 
will be entirely new. 

Frank Cruickshank is general man- 
ager and Frank C. Payne general 
press representative. 

The ballet will give a benefit per- 
formance of ‘The Sleeping Beauty’ 
at Scarsdale, N. Y., Saturday (20) 
under auspices of the Junior League. 


Galli Curci’s Comeback 


Charlotte, N. C., March 16. 

A musical event of wide interest 
will occur at Winston-Salem on 
April 2, when Amelita Galli-Curci 
will give her first full length recital 
of her comeback attempt after a 
serious throat operation a year ago. 

Growing interest in music at Wins- 
ton-Salem and the success of the 
civic music course led the manage- 
ment to select that city for Galli- 
Curci’s concert return after the 
noted soprano expressed the desire 
to give her first recital in the South. 




















DET. EASTER CONCERT OFF 


Detroit, March 16. 

Forced withdrawal of Rosa Pon- 
selle as soloist, due to illness, this 
week caused cancellation of General 
Motors’ scheduled Easter concert to 
be broadcast from Olympia sports 
arena here, Cancelled airing, which 
was to have included Erno Rapee 
and the GM symph plus a 1,000-voice 
GM workers chorus and Miss Pon- 
selle, was part of GM’s semi-annual 
Plan to bring its air show here for 
benefit of its 150,000 employes in this 
Vicinity. 

To replace Detroit concert, one 
will be aired March 28 from N. Y., 
with a soloist available there. 





Rosa Ponselle’s Easter Date 


Detroit, March 16. 

With Rosa Ponselle as soloist, Gen- 
eral Motors’ annual Easter concert 
Will be broadcast March 28 from 
Olympia sports arena here, which 
Seats around 12.000 persons. Approxi- 
mately 1,000 singers, made up from 
400 members of the GM chorus in 
Detroit, and 600 from Flint, will also 
Participate, 

Displacing 2,000 seats, one end 
of Olympia will be converted into a 
huge stage for those taking part in 
-_ program. Erno Rapee will lead 
he GM symph, and Milton Cross will 
harsgie m.c. chores, 
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St. L. Symph Signs Up 
Golschman for 1937-38 


St. Louis, March 16, 

Vladimir Golschman has been re- 
engaged for seventh season as con- 
ductor of St. Louis Symph ork, 
although current season does not end 
for another week. Announcement of 
Golschman being rehired was made 
last week when sked for 1937-38 sea- 
son was made public. 

Artists signatured for new season 
are Casper Cassado, Arthur Rubin- 





stein, Jose Echaniz, Charles Kull- 
mann, Frederick Baer, Winifred | 
Cecil, George Rasely, Lillian | 


Knowles, Helen Traubel, Herbert 
Gould, Marion Telve, Chase Maro- 
meo, Yehudi Menuhin, Josef Hoff- 
mann, Efrem Zimbalist, Arthur 
Schnabel, Samuel Dushkin 
Vladimir Horowitz. 

Igor Stravinsky will appear as 
guest conductor for pair of concerts 
and Scipione Guidi, concertmaster, 
and Max Steindel, principal ’cellist 
of ork, are included among season’s 
soloists. 





Nippon Gov’t Sponsoring 
Lapham’s World Concert 


Tour, Starting May 15 


Claude Lapham, who has fecorded 
and composed extensively in Japan, 
starts out on 





a world concert tour 
opening May 15 in London, thence 
through the European capitals for six 
weeks, including the Norse countries, 
thence to Egypt, India, Siam, China 
and into Tokyo. Unique tieup of the 
itinerary will be that in every capi- 
tal the ‘auspices’ will be the local 
Japanese consular office. 

Lapham’s ‘Japanese Concerto,’ re- 
corded by him for Columbia Gramo- 
phone in Japan, was the feature of 
a recent Japo-U.S. broadcast from 
Tokyo, with exchange greetings from 
New York back to Japan, over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 
From Nippon came Lapham’s ‘Japa- 
nese Concerto,’ locally performed, 
although its composer was in New 
York at the time. CBS, in exchange, 
etherized a marathon of Benny 
Goodman swing stuff from the Hotel 
Pennsylvania, N. Y., as America’s 
native musical salutations. Burton 
Crane, erstwhile VARIETY corre- 
spondent in Tokay, did the annun- 
corial honors from the Hotel Pennsy 
in English and Japanese. Crane is 
currently financial writer on the 
N. Y. Times in N. Y. 

Lapham and Crane have collabo- 
rated on a number of works which 
the composer-maestro will introduce 
on his world jaunt under Jap aus- 
pices. Musicians and voices will be 
locally recruited, as well as Japa- 
nese travelog films. Lapham will 
talk on the Orient and also musically 
preside at the piano. The tourist 
and educational aspects of this tour 
are what has interested the world- 
wide Japanese. consular service in 
cooperating with Lapham en tour. 


MPTOA Meet 


(Continued from page 7) 








| men 








indicated the organization is about 
to take. 

Seiting forth that it is his sole 
desire and objective to bring about 
a better understanding between ex- 
hibitors and _ producer-distributors, 
Kuykendall pulls his punches only 
far enough to leave the unmistakable 
impression that if the distributors 
do not come across on the 10-point 
program, the fists may fly. 

He abjures the fact that the 
MPTOA has waited the better part 
of a year to get something from the 
distributors under the 10-point pro- 
gram and points out that ‘our pa- 
tience was tested to the limit, in 
fact is still being tested.’ Kuykendall 
stated: 

‘Many of the replies were evasive. 
Others flatly refused concessions we 
deemed most important. Your ex- 
ecutive committee and myself, per- 
sonally, are far from happy over 
what we have accomplished to date, 
although we feel some progress has 
been made. We were right in our 
requests. It has taken us 10 months 
to get this far with them. It is the 
long delays that have discouraged 
me most. Yet I refuse to accept the 
theory that the many fine men and 
women in this industry cannot work 
out a fair trade practice program. 
It must be done and must be done 
without the government doing it for 





us.” Kuykendall stresses the fact 
that the desired reforms must be 
realized without Federal pressure or 
regulation. 

Citing that the replies from dis- 
tributors on the 10-point trade prac- 
tice platform are not all alike, the 
MPTOA \.W2sident believes that the 
cancellation problem is among the 
most important because it will cure 
more of the rightful complaints from 
exhibitors than any other one thing. 
He is driving for cancellation priv- 





Von Sauer Says Adieu 





ileges without strings, adding that | 
‘the cancellation privileges offered so 





and 


far by the distributors are not sat- 
| isfactory.’ 
| Score Charges 


| tors are also not in accord, is termed 


another of the annoying demands of } 


| the distributors with no valid excuse 
for existence. Kuykendall now calls 
it a racket which derives reve- 
nue unfairly taken from the exhibi- 
tors. Inside sources say that the 
revenue from score charges for the 
major companies virtually represents 
the profits on which dividends are 
declared. 

Kuykendall is also captious over 
the delay in setting up local 
ciliation boards. le advocates that 
two or three boards be set up to 
find out what is good and bad about 
them before too many are organ- 
ized. Kuykendall is calling fer fair 
|}exhibitor representation under any 
conciliation board system that is 
devised. 

Calling for action all the way 
down the line, Kuykendall’s report 
stresses that ‘the present slow prog- 
ress cannot continue indefinitely.’ 

‘Either this industry will demon- 
strate that it has ability, initiative 
and intelligence to work out its own 
business problems itself,’ warns the 
MPTOA head, ‘or we will inevitably 
get such regulation by legislation 
| and litigation, however stupid and 
costly such regulation may be. -Un- 
fortunately, once it is 
us, it will be more or less perma- 
nent, whether we like it or not, as 
witness the obsolete and ineffective 
anti-trust laws.’ 

Another warning by the Colum- 
bus, Miss., exhibitor, who pilots the 
MPTOA organization, is that se- 
rious labor trouble looms ahead. He 


look ahead to prepare for a battle 
to defend film interests and rights. 
It is coming, warns Kuykendall, and 
no one can afford to stand idly by 
and see investments lost. 
Divorcement Laws 

Kuykendall also bears on recent 
legislation, taking the position that 
legislation is going to play a big part 
in the future operation of theatres. 
He dwells at some length on the 
moves for divorcement of chains but 
in line with revolutionary legisla- 
tion within a number of. states, 
ponders the question of whether an 
independent chain will be any more 
considerate of the little fellow than 
the major-controlled circuit. 

In his report, the president lays a 
portion of the blame for double 
features at the doors of the short 
subject producers, holding that cur- 
tailed and cheapened shorts produc- 
tion are forcing many theatres to 
run duals. He believes that some 
day double features will end after 
costing millions at the box office. 
Kuykendall notes that twin bill poli- 
cies have increased the number of 
second-rate pictures but has no 
other comment to make with re- 
spect to so-called ‘B’ product. 

Giveaways, banko, screeno and 
other box office bait are held to be 
only temporary in effect. Some 
exhibitors are paying more for 
giveaways than for all the other 
overhead, including film rental, it 
is claimed. Among other matters 
touched on by Kuykendall in his 
annual report are the music tax, 
against which he feels exhibitors 
are helpless, the Pettengill bill ‘which 
he urges all to oppose because the 
restriction of block booking is un- 
workable, and the importance of 
publicizing new faces and person- 
alities in pictures. Referring to the 
latter, Kuykendall says: 

‘They are needed more each day. 
The old established stars will nat- 
urally pass out in time. We must 
‘replace them. You can count on 
your fingers the older established 
stars who draw today. And then 
the younger generation of patrons 


Score charges, on which distribu- | 


con- | 


imposed on | 


urges that the industry take note of | 
threatening unionization moves and | 


Vienna, March 5. 

Emil von Sauer, a Franz Liszt | 

scholar, gave his 2,000th concert and, | 

with it, said ‘Adieu’ to his public. He | 

| gave concerts for 37 years, starting | 
| with the then famous d’Albert. 

Felix von Weingartner directed the | 
orchestra in the Musikvereins Saal. | 
Sauer received the title ‘von’ from 
the late Emperor Francis Joseph and 
| is considered the outstanding pianist 

| of Central Europe. 


| Det. Hotel Strike 
| Closes Ace Nitery; 
| Upsets Lily Pons. 


Detroit, March 16. 

Complete shutdown of Detroit's | 
four major hotels, today, following 
sit-down strike in the Statler, closed 
town’s spiffiest nitery and left Lily 


Pons and members of the D'Qyly 
Carte Opera company virtual pris- 
oners in the Statler. 

Latter hostelry, shut late yester- 


|day through sit-down of five unions, | 


brought subsequent closing of the 
| Book-Cadillac, Fort Shelby and De- 
troit-Leland hotels early today to 
avoid threatened strikes in these 
spots. 
darkened the Book Casino, 
only hotel nitery. Bars in the other 
hotels also were shuttered. Miss 
Pons, here for appearance with De- 
troit symphony on Wednesday (17), 
has threatened to catch train back 
to New York immediately. but, at a 
late hour today, had not done so. 
| Meanwhile she is being given spe- 
| cial service by assistant managers 
in her 12th floor suite. Opera com- 
| pany, meantime, is trudging up and 
down several flights to give perform- 
ances at the Cass theatre. 


‘NO SINGERS FROM U. S. 


| 
| 
| 
| The Bayreuth Festival, which 
Germany annually stages to honor 
the works of Richard Wagner, hasn't 
thus far signatured a single concert 
or operatic oriole who has been sing- 
ing on American soil this year. And 
it begins to look as though the Nazi 
songfest may not get any warblers 
from this side. 

The Wagner wing on the roster of 
the Met Opera, which is the greatest 
under any one roof in the world, 
hasn't seen any of its members plan- 
ning to appear at Bayreuth. Lauritz 
Melchior, Kirsten Flagstad and Ker- 
stin Thorborg are pacted for the 
Coronation opera season in London. 
Other Met Wagnerians, such as Leh- 
man, Rethberg, List and Schorr, 
have summer plans that do not in- 
clude the German fete. Last year 
Flagstad and Melchior were starred 
at Bayreuth. 

If Bayreuth continues to get the 
chill from the battery of singers 
working in the U. S., it may be too 
tough on the fete, which this year 
has been set back to give direct 
opposish to Salzburg (Austria) festi- 
val, Paris Expo and London’s gala 
summer celebration as an aftermath 
to Coronation. 


Eddy’s Philly Sellout 


Philadelphia, March 16. 
Largest concert aud ever jammed 
into the venerable Academy of Music 
here heard Nelson Eddy last Thurs- 
day night (11). When the 3,700 seats 
in the house were sold, chairs were 


piled into the boxes and 500 addi- 
tional patrons were seated on the 
stage. Gross was $6,000, with $3.30 
top. 


Eddy is a hometown boy who went 
west and did okay by himself. 


VINA BOVY TO B. A. 





demand more and more the young, 
bright personalities that reflect the | 
attitude of the present day. 
Encourage the youngs' It is 
your insurance for the fuiu.e.’ 





Delegation of One 
Los Angeles, March 16. 
Sole Los Angeles delegate to 
MPTOA convention in Miami is Ben 
N. Berinstein. He holds a v. p. job 
with the organization and is solo 
member in southern California. 











-| will go to Buenos Aires early in 


j fore returning to Met, N. Y. 


Vina Bovy, Met soprano, sailed for 
Paris, March 12, from whence she 


May to sing at the Teatro Colon. 
While there she will sing new opera, 
‘Illustre Fregona,’ by Raoul La 
Parra, who will conduct. 

Singer returns to U. S. 
Fall to resume with new Met sea- 
son, her second there. Will also 
put in appearances at San Fran- 
cisco Opera, and give recitals be- 


in early 


BOOKED FOR BAYREUTH 


Shutting of the Book-Cadillac | 


town's | the 








—— 


Stoki Again Slaps Philly Symph; 
Lining Up New Ork for Recordings 


Philadelphia, March 16. 
Appears likely that Leopold Sto- 
kowski, East to make recordings for 


| Universal's pic, ‘100 Men and a Girl,’ 


with Deanna Durbin, is 
another haymaker 
phia Orchestra 
his arch-enemies 
years. 


uncorking 
Philadel- 
directors, 

than 20 


against 
board of 
for more 
scheduled to hold 
Academy of 
actual recordings being 
RCA Photophone enineers 
just the river at Camden, 
N. J. Reported that Stoki will use 
his’ orchestra for recordings. That 
presumably means Philadelphia Or- 
chestra, of which he’s been con- 
ductor for 24 seasons. 

Stokowski actually has no orches- 


Maestro is re- 
cording 


Musie 


made by 


SeSS1ONS in 
here, 


across 


tra of his own. He's merely come 
to be identified with the Philadel- 
phia Symph. 

While no contracts have been 
inked, it’s understood conductor has 
| lined up virtually entire Philadel- 


phia Orchestra 
all the virtuoso players. 
work as ‘individuals.’ And since the 
orchestra won't get billing in ‘100 
Men and a Girl, the Philadelphia 
Orchestra Association can’t collect 
for the use of its organization 

‘Individual’ hiring act is an old 
Stoki procedure and one always cer- 
tain to burn the orchestra board of 
directors. They've been intermit- 
tently tangling since Stoki first be- 
gan leading the orchestra for $800 
a concert. He finally bludseoned 
board into a figure of $2,500 a 
concert. And several seasons ago it 
was learned he was earning more 
than $200,000 annually, although he 
has always been mum regarding his 
income. 


personnel, including 


But they'll 


Stoki’s battles with the board have 
senerally been kept behind the 
scenes in Philadelphia, but whole 
situation blew out onto front pages 
three seasons ago. And, while 
neither the maestro or the board 


would admit it officially, Stoki tried 
to use his pet ‘individual’ hiring rou- 
tine on the board in a radio deal 
last summer. But no dice then 

Hollywood, March 16. 

Leopold Stokowski has returned 
to Philadelphia to continue his sym- 
phony ork concerts before coming 
back to the Coast for picture work. 

Deanna Durbin, who shares top 
honors with Stokowski in Univer- 
sal’s ‘A Hundred Men and a Girl? 
is leaving March 19 to make re- 
cordings with Stokowski in Cam- 
den, N. J. While east she also will 
appear on Eddie Cantor’s radio 
show by remote. 





Leopold Stokowski returns from 
the coast to wield the baton over 
the Philadelphia orchestra again on 
its Friday night programs for an as- 
sociation of banks over CBS, on 
March 26. 

Stoki began batoneering the orch 
for that sponsor but left for film 
work. During this absence, Eugene 
Ormandy has been subbing. 


ALFREDO CALLS OFF 
AUSTRALIAN TOUR 


London, March 7. 


After several months of protracted 
negotiations, Matt. McKeigue finally 
arranged for Alfredo and his band 
to sail for Australia in the fall, to 
give a series of concerts and broad- 
casts. 

Now the Australian Musicians’ 
Union has stepped in, objecting to 
the entire band, which is all British 
with the exception of one Australian, 
They are ready to let Alfredo go 
over, on condition he lines up his 
aggregation in Australia. Alfredo 
is American, but has been a resident 
in England for years. 

Tour has been canceled. 


K. C. Orch Budget Upped 
Kansas City, March 16. 

The $120,000 budget for the Kansas 
City Philharmonic orchestra will be 
materially increased next season. 
Increased expense for guest stars and 
a higher rate for musicians motivates 
the tilt. 

Twenty concerts will be given dur- 
ing the 1937-38 season. Guest stars 
signed include Grace Moore, Lawe- 
rence Tibbett and Yehudi Menuhin, 
Karl Krueger will be on the stand 
for his fifth consecutive year. 
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Scripps-Howard Strike Possible 


Scripps-Howard Guild Advisory 
Committee met in Cleveland on Sun- 
day (14) and unanimously adopted 
three resolutions in regard to nego- 
tiations with the management. 

First resolution urged the Inter- 
national Executive Board to lay be- 
fore the American labor movement 
the ‘difficulties being encountered 
by the Scripps-Howard Guild units 
in obtaining contracts other than on 
an open shop basis.’ The second 
resolution dealt with the national 
situation in the event a strike or 
strikes become necessary to obtain 
satisfactory guild contracts, and the | 
third called for coordinated activity | 
of the units in case of a strike. 

Guild negotiations with the New | 
York World-Telegram reached a new | 
deadlock on March 11, when the 
management refused to grant three 
of the unit’s chief demands. These 
were recognition of the Guild, or the 
preferential shop, salary minimums, 
and a blanket 10% pay restoration. 

The New York Guild, acting on a 
resolution of the unit, has notified 
600 local unions of the situation and 
appointed a committee to see what 
support could be obtained from them 
in the event that a strike was called. 

The’ Guild’s strike in Flushing, 
which began Dec. 7, is still in 
progress, with no sign of immediate 
settlement. Efforts by T. Harold 
Forbes, published of the North 
Shore Daily Journal, to curb mass 
picketing activities failed last week, 
when Mayor LaGuardia of N. Y: de- 
clared the picketing had been en- 
tirely orderly and that no complaints 
had been made against it by mem- 
bers of the community. 








~ American Mefcury Sued by ACLU 


Suit for $50,000 damages has been 
brought by the American Civil 
Liberties Union against the Ameri- 
can Mercury and Harold Lord Var- 
ney, associate editor of the magazine. 
The libel action is based on the 
leading article in the December is- 
sue of the magazine, titled ‘The 
Civil Liberties Union’ and subtitled 
‘Liberalism a la Moscow.’. 

Summons and complaint in the 
action were drawn by Arthur Gar- 
field Hays and Morris L. Ernst. 
general counsel for the Union and 
served upon Lawrence Sonivack. 
treasurer of the American Mercury, 
Inc. It is the first suit of this kind 
to be brought by the Union. 

Varney is a former secretary of 
the Italian Historical Society and 
has been decorated by Mussolini. 
He has also been on the staff of the 
*Awakener,’ a Fascist publication. At 
one time he was an active member 
of the LW.W. 

Civil Liberties Union is a mem- 
bership corporation and the question 





Best Sellers 





‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) 


‘Of Mice and Men’ ($2.00) ........ 
‘Theatre, The’ ($2.50) 
‘Bread Into Roses’ ($2.00) ....... 
‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 

‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50) 


‘Something of Myself’ ($2.50) 
‘Here’s to Crime’ ($2.75) .....2ss+- 











Act to Stop Price-Cutting 

Decision last week by the New 
York state Court of Appeals revers- 
ing its previous stand on the consti- 
tutionality of the Feld-Crawford Act 
which prevents retailers from cutting 
the prices on trade-marked or 
branded articles aroused wide inter- 
est in the publishing business. Price- 
cutting on books in New York state 
and 15 other states can now be pre- 
vented. 

The specific suit on which the court 
reversed its decision was brought by 
the Bourjois Sales Corp. of Brooklyn, 
which sought to restrain a druggist 
from selling perfume at a price be- 
low that stipulated in the contract. 
Morris L. Ernst,. counsel for Double- 
day, Doran, filed a brief as amicus 
curiae. Act was previously declared 
unconstitutional as the result of a 
suit brought by Doubleday against 
R. H. Macy & Co. In its decision 
the court followed the ruling of the 
United States Supreme Court uphold- 
ing the Illinois and California Fair 
Trade Acts. 


Publishers may henceforth re- 
strict price cutting in the book field 
by a clause in the contract with the 
retailer stipulating the retail price. 


Last big New York price war in 
the book business was over Margaret 
Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
which sold recently for as little as 
87 cents. R. H. Macy & Co. will 
henceforth tag much of its merchan- 
dise ‘Price Fixed by the Manufac- 
turer or Wholesaler under the New 
York Feld-Crawford Act.’ 


The act is not mandatory, but 
merely permissive and retailers have 
not as yet been widely affected. 
American Booksellers Association has 
prepared a model contract for pub- 
lishers through its counsel, W. H. 
Crichton Clarke, which has been sub= 
mitted to them for approval. 








whether such an organization may 
sue for libel was settled 10 years 
ago when the New York Society 
for the Suppression of Vice sued 
the Macfadden Publications for 
charges that John S. Sumner, sec- 
retary of the society was splitting 
50-50 on fines collected through 
the society, and was awarded $10,000 
by the court. 





Publishing and Sales Up 15% 

Book publishing and selling for 
the first two months of 1937 has 
shown an average rise of 15% over 
the same period last year, according 
to an informal survey of book trade 
associations and publishers. 

Publishers said that their sales 
ran,ed from 12 to 42% better than 
in the corresponding two months last 
year. Average increase among eight 
publishers was between 15 and 20%. 
Book stores indicated that their 
sales were about 15% above a year 
ago in January, but not quite so high 
in February. 

Nearly 900 new titles were listed 
by Publishers’ Weekly in February, 
as against an average of 700 per 
month the previous year. Increases 
are not in fiction, but in geography, 
travel, biographies, history and the 
drama. 





Mrs. Haggard Joins Curtis Brown 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, literary 
agent, has left the William Morris 
office and will join up with Curtis 
Brown next month, replacing Mrs. 
Helen Everitt there, who is leaving 
the agency business. No successor to 
Mrs. Haggard at the Morris office 
has yet been appointed. William Mor- 
ris, Jr., is temporarily handling the 
literary end. 





Samuels Readying New Mag 

Arthur H. Samuels, formerly editor 
of Harper’s Bazaar, is currently 
working on a new magazine project. 
Details have not been announced, 
but it is expected to appear this 
spring. No title has been selected 
as yet, but Samuels will serve as 
editor and it will be a general mag- 
azine. 








Best Sellers for the week ending March 13, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc, 


Fiction 


‘The Sisters’ ($2.50) ......ccceesees 
Non-Fiction 

y Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 

‘American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) 


‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50) ... 


DE xames By Courtney Ryley Cooper 





Hataneaeres By Margaret Mitchell 
(axe caaesaaen By W. D. Edmonds 
Mleskianeeesvogs By Myron Brinig 


W. Somerset Maugham 
Hoag eter ep rr we By Kathleen Norris 


tea eas Goines ee at By Dale Carnegie 
, Dr. Victor G. Heiser 


a ety care eoie ae en By Marjorie Hillis 
FC ee rey By Rudyard Kipling 





— ne ee 
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Downs Heads INS Paris Bureau 


Kenneth T. Downs has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Paris Bureau 
of International News Service. He 
has been with the news service 
three years and during that time 
covered the Hauptmann trial, Morro 
Castle disaster, the Johnstown flood 
and other big news stories. Downs 
replaces Undesay Parrott, who re- 
signed last month. 

Other INS changes last week in- 
cluded transfer of William Cartan, 
Detroit bureau manager, to Chicago 
as assistant to Ferd Goodfellow, 
Central Division news manager. 
Jack Vincent, formerly assistant, 
succeeds as manager of the: Detroit 
bureau. George Gallati has been 
named night news editor of the Chi- 
cago bureau. 

Additions to the staff include Har- 
lan Althen and Arthur McCullough 
to the New York bureau, Kenneth 
MacDonald and William A. May to 
the Detroit bureau. 





Deaths in Past Week 


Ben Lemon, 48, former city editor 
of Various Los Angeles papers, died 
in Laguna Beach, Cal., March 9. 
Lemon worked as a reporter and 
editor on the New York Times, 
World and Herald, the L. A. Record, 
Times, Express and Tribune, and on 
sheets in St. Louis, Detroit, Chi- 
cago, Houston and other eastern 
cities. He is survived by his widow 
and one son. 

Julius Stoll, 91, retired publisher 
of the Rochester (N.Y.) Abendpost, 
German language newspaper, died 
March 8. He came to the U. S. at 
21 and worked as a traveling sales- 
man until 35 years ago, when he 
united two papers into the present 
daily, Abendpost. He leaves two 
sons, Julius, Jr., and Herman, who 
now operate the paper, and. three 
daughters. 





Sherwood’s Shining Example 





Screen Guide’s New Editor 


Screen Guide of Annenberg’s Regal 
Press group switched editors last 
week, with Gladys McCracken taking 
over the post, succeeding Ernest 
Heyn. Latter becomes assistant edi- 
torial supervisor of Macfadden Pub- 
lications. Screen Guide is consider- 
ing a shift over into more pictorial 
display with a minimum of printed 
matter, and will probably be devoted 
entirely to pictures in the future. 
Curtis Mitchell remains in Chicago 
as editorial director of this group of 
publications. 





Plan Tokyo Daily in English 


Tokyo Nichi Nichi, mornins and 
evening daily, expects to launch a 
new rag in English sometime in Oc- 
tober. Sheet will be four pages every 
evening except Sunday. 

Nobody seems to know the reason 
why Nichi Nichi shows such enter- 
prise in entering a field which is al- 
ready well covered and overcrowded. 
Only explanation is that the Japs 
feel the need for little more propa- 
ganda. 





Dell Co. to Publish Foto 

Deil Publishing Co. is starting a 
new monthly picture mag called Foto. 
First issue will be published in May 
and sell for ten cents. 

Editor is West F. Peterson and Abril 
Lamarque is art editor. It will be a 
new fan magazine made up largely 
of candid camera pictures, not neces- 
sarily risque, but to compete with 
Life and Look. 





No New Philly Tabloid Yet 


Officials of the Philadelphia In- 
quirer denied any knowledge this 
week of a reported plan to start an 
evening tabloid here. There were 
persistent rumors that Moses Annen- 
berg, owner of the Inq, now in 
Florida, was considering such a move 
after a deal to buy the tabloid News 
hit bottom. Charles A. Tyler, gen- 
eral manager of the Inq, refutes the 
rumor. 








Script on ‘The Adventures of 
Marco Polo,’ concocted by Robert E. 
Sherwood as Gary Cooper's first 
starring picture for Samuel Gold- 
wyn, will be included as one of the 
outstanding examples of screen writ- 
ing in Frances Marion’s forthcoming 
book on scenario writing, which will 
be published by Covici. Title of tome 
will be ‘Writing and Selling Film 
Stories.’ 





Alwany Writer Joins Circus 


Ralph Williams, Sunday feature 
writer for The Knickerbocker Press, 
Albany, N. Y., has resigned and will 
join the press agent staff of the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus, in Chi- 
cago early next month. Williams 
formerly was theatre critic of the 
Rochester (N. Y.) Journal-American 
and joined Knickerbocker Press staff 
about three years ago. 





N. Y. Guild’s New Publication 

Newspaper Guild of New York will 
publish its own semi-monthly news- 
paper starting March 22. Publica- 
tion dates will altern: te with those 
of the Guild Reporter. Charles E. 
Calkins will be editor for the first 
issue. Need for a citywide paper has 
been felt for some time, as the Guild 
Reporter has been unable to report 
New York news in full. 





Alexander Articles to Tell All 

Red Book has contracted for a 
series of articles by A. L. Alexander, 
who formerly conducted Radio’s 
Good Will Jourt. Feature is being 
plugged with newspaper ads on radio 
pages of dailies. First piece in the 
Apri! issue tells the history of the 
\court and succeeding articles will dis- 
cuss injustices and inequalities of ex- 
isting laws. 





Hector Chevigny’s Tome 
Hector Chevigny, script chief for 
Columbia Broadcasting on the Coast, 
has sold a biographical tome on 
early California to McMillan Co. 
Book is tentatively titled ‘Dear 
Churchyard’ and deals with Russian- 





| American fur trading. 


Low Songs 





(Continued from page 1) 





doggerels are enjoying a vogue 
that’s explained by a very definite 
wherefore and whyfor. Principally, 
it’s because this type of song is 
different from the mass of music 
that’s readily obtainable by the 
twist of a radio dial. 


The post-speakeasy tenors, the 
strolling accordionists, the peripa- 
tetic pianologists, the Manhattan 


meistersingers, have their counter- 


parts with less elegance from coast 
to coast for the reason that this is a 
different style of song salesman- 
ship. Mayfair or muggs, they like 
their after-theatre songalogs a bit 
spicy. 

With it, also, is the question that 
the confidential rondelayers are to- 
day’s sole link to the personality 
vaudeville chansoneur of yester- 
year. Even in the most route- 
blessed days of bigtime vaudeville, 
there ‘were personality songstresses 
who got away with ditties such as 
‘Who'll Buy My Jelly-Rolls?’ 

Lays of the 1937 minstrels, ac- 
cordingly, are quite elastic. They 
steam up as the night grows longer. 
But the confidential crooners at the 


upright, or the stroHing strummers 
a 





Heavy Coronation Coverage 

Newspapers and news services are 
readying for the Coronation and a 
number of correspondents will go 
over specially for the event. 

Biggest contingent at present lined 
up is that of King Features, Inter- 
national News Service and Universal 
Service. Among those who will 
cover for Hearst are H. L. Knicker- 
bocker, whose intended crossing was 
delayed last week, Damon Runyon 
and Dorothy Kilgallen. Archbishop 
of York and Lady Astor will also 
work for Hearst. 

Daily News will probably send 
its society editor, Nancy Randolph, 
and the World-Telegram is contem- 
plating sending Helen Worden. 
Westbrook Pegler may also go, but 
that is very indefinite. 

United Press and Associated Press 
will use the regular staffs, but U. P. 
was considering sending Henry L. 
McLemore, sports writer, but later 
dropped this plan. Ralph Heinzen, 
Paris manager for the U. P., will 
probably. go to London for the event. 





Japan Nixes Feb. Masses 


Japan again cracked down on an 
American magazine last week. This 
time it’s the New Masses of Febru- 
ary that aroused the authorities. 

Cartoon was considered disrespect- 
ful to the throne and is given as the 
cause. 





CHATTER 
Alfred Knopf offices have moved. 
Jenny Ballou recovering from 
typhoid. 


Matthew Josephson working on a 
long book in Key West. 

Pascal Covici has gone to Cali- 
fornia to visit John Steinbeck. 

Tiffany Thayer, novelist, has writ- 
ten a legit play, ‘Its Ugly Head.’ 

Bertram Wolfe has gone to Europe 
for six months, where he will col- 
lect material for a book. 

Sigmund Spaeth’s new book, ‘Fact 
and Fiction of Great Masterpieces,’ 
will be published in the fall, 

Society of Illustrators holding its 
annual benefit dance, March 20. 
Rube Goldberg is m.c. for the party, 
which is called ‘Caribbean Capers.’ 

Leo Baron is new night manager 
of United Press Bureau in Los An- 
geles. He takes spot vacated when 
Theon Wright shifted to the New 
York office. 

Harold J. Salemson, prexy of For- 
eign Press Society and Hollywood 
rep of Paris Intransigeant and Pour 
Vous, and London Daily Herald, east 
on a book deal in New York. 

Denny Welsh, Fox-Movietone cam- 
eraman, has resigned as secretary of 
the Philadelphia News Photogra- 
phers’ Association. Joe Desiderio, of 
the Record, has been named to suc- 
ceed him. 

George and Dorothy Ross ,sailing 
for Europe today (17) for a five 
weeks’ vacation in England and on 
the Continent. Bob Musel, of the 
U.P., will handle Ross’s assignment 
at the World-Telly in his absence. 

Elizabeth Wilson, Coast editor of 
Silver Screen and Screenland, fan 
mags, is in New York for h.o. con- 
fabs. She was accompanied east by 
Katherine Best, editor of Stage, who 
had been in Hollywood several 





weeks. 


selling their s.a. songs as table- 
workers, also know how to mix ’em 
up, and when to change pace, de- 
pending on the mood and decorum 
of the patronage. 

Ever since the Perfesser in the 
fancy house whipped the keys and 
gave out ‘Stack o’ Lee Blues,’ 
‘Frankie and Johnnie,’ ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ and other not so fancy torch 
songs and chansons de unrequited 
amour, the affinity between the 
doggerel ditties of America’s nite 
life and the pursuit of wine and 
wimmen has been the not so puri- 
tanical province of this type of 
song. 

And so on down through the years, 
and most notably in the midriff of 
the Great Drought, these vocal 
shenanigans have had their vogue so 
that when likker became legal and 
the doors thrown open, the boys and 
girls still hankered for something 
saucy to arrest their vocal ears. The 
straight balladeering can be had for 
nothing any time through the air. 

An Assortment 

Even in the hinterland hideaways, 
where the wayside rests and the 
beerstube bonifaces can’t afford the 
overhead of a local yokel vocalizing 
in the flesh, the automatic phono- 
graphs are equipped with suitable 
saucy records. These ‘operator’s 
specials,” as they’re known, run the 
gamut from heated swing music for 
the sizzling customers to lyrical 
waxings anent ‘Pool Table Papa,’ 
‘Four or Five Times,’ ‘Give it to Me 
Daddy,’ etc. These are appropriately 
mixed in with the old-fashioned 
waltzes and the Irish ballads which, 
also, usually fetch forth the nickels 
from the sentimental stews. 

In the smarter boites, from Park 
Avenue to Palm Beach, the classier 
nitery songsters confine themselves 
to clever lyrical verse anent ‘Nellie 
the Nudist Queen,’ ‘That Happens 
Every Weekend on Long _ Island,’ 
‘Virgin from Virginia,’ ‘She Came 
Rollin’ Down the Mountain,’ ‘I’m the 
Wife of the Life of the Party,’ ‘Doc- 
tor McGrath the Osteopath,’ ‘Alice 
from Dallas,’ ‘Ophelia Thye,’ ‘Back 
in the Garden of Eden,’ ‘Virgin Stur- 
geon,’ ‘You Can’t Fool the Night 
Clerk in a Swell Hotel,’ ‘I’m the 
Power Behind the Throne,’ ‘You 
Gotta Be Bad to Be Good,’ ‘50 Mil- 
lion Frenchmen Could Be Happy in 
New York,’ et al. The lyrics are dif- 
ferent but the idea’s the same; 
whether in a class nitery in the 
fashionable east side sector of New 
York or in the local whoop-de-doo 
joint at Fallen Arches, Neb. 

The so-called ‘sophisticated’ 
double-entendre lyrics call for some 
quite clever forthrightness anent the 
facts of life; and not a little shrewd 
analysis of popular audience values 
in relation to the ‘make’ and ‘take’ 
equation. 

Supplementing these are an assort- 
ment of doggerel verses anent topi- 
cal and other familar personalities. 
These are ofttimes quite bawdy and 
only for tete-a-tete table trilling, as 
no telling whose friend might be the 
ribald subject. That's an element to 
be gravely considered in these days 
of ‘cafe society,’ where everybody 
knows everybody else. 

This market perforce has created a 
demand for special songsmiths. Oft- 
times the more intime combos in- 
clude a pianist who’s good at that 
sort of thing. But name ‘sophisti- 
cated’ soloists like Eddie Davis, 
Frances Maddux, the Yacht Club 
Boys (on occasion), Belle Baker, et 
al., call on Arthur L. Lippmann, 4 
poet who's been widely published, 
but who majors (1) in advertising 
and (2) in fashioning these sophisti- 
cated ditties in collaboration with his 
wife, Pearl, Lippmann gets from $300 
to $750 per special song, since this 
type of material is the fulcrum of 
this type of act’s appeal. 

Lippmann observes that just a 
naughty or obviously two-faced song 
title isn’t sufficient in this manifes- 
tation of Americana. The songs 
must have a central satirical idea 
that can stand up under develop- 
ment. The obvious titie is good only 
for one laugh—the first time it’s 
used. 

Among the skilled toppers in the 
w.k. spots are such personalities as 
Eddie Davis, Dwight Fiske, Gladys 
Bentley, Yrances Maddux, Marion 
Chase, Pils and Tibet, Ross and Sar- 
L-gent, the Yacht Club Boys, Chic 
Endor and Charlie Farrell (Endor is 
alumnus of the _ original Yacht 
Clubbers), the Tic Toc Girls, Mari- 
anne Davis, DeLys and Clark, Sophie 
Tucker, Belle Baker, Helen Morgan, 
Jimmy Rodgers, The Town Tattlers. 
Miller, Glaser and Adams and a hos’ 





of others. 


=u 














OA i aaa 











ae a ie oe ee, cee ie, . he eee ek 


Gans ok fh fluc. lUCLSlCUM ltl tet. @ Ff 


a». A fd bt O08 Ge he ot Oo CO a ae ese oh oh @ gl, wwe 92 tot et OU COPA 

















& St. 


Martin’s Place 


? 


“*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
Trafalga 


r Square 





Telephane 


Temple Bar 5041-5042 
VARIETY, LONDON 





OO LEGIT SHOWS, 
o5 IN THE MONEY 


No Theatres Available as 
Coronation Boom Nears— 
‘On Your Toes’ Surprise 


> 





What They Like 





London, March 7. 
Mixed programs of films and 
flesh came out a very bad third 
in a poll conducted by Union 
Cinemas to discover the pref- 
erences of patrons. Vote con- 
ducted in Manchester, where the 
circuit has been playing combo 
bills, showed the following order 

of popularity: 
Variety, 75%; 
mixed grill, 3%. 


pictures, 22%; 





Flop — ‘Balalaika’ Unex- 
pected Smash 





AMERICAN STARS 





London, March 7. 


Line-up of 29 shows comprising 


musicals, pantomimes, farces, straight | 


plays and solo revue and ballet, all 
in the money, with four exceptions, 
is the present record of the West 
End. 

It is an amazing situation, con- 
founding the ‘knockers’ and ‘on the 
cuffers,’ with the latter venomous 
because there are no free seats. If 
the coming Coronation period only 
maintains the present.pace the West 
End is assured of one of the health- 
iest years in history. 

Some big surprises around, of 
course. Biggest is ‘Balalaika,’ cur- 
rently at His Majesty’s. After three 
losing weeks at the Adelphi, Tom 
Bostock, head of Associated Theatre 
Properties, sensed its potentialities, 
got a new bank roll and transferred 
the show to His Majesty’s. And 
proved himself 100% right. Show is 
the outstanding smash of the season, 
and, with a $75,000 libraries deal, is 
doing practically capacity at every 
performance. 

Most surprising is the flop of ‘On 
Your Toes,’ Dwight Wiman-Palace 
Theatre Co.-Lee Ephraim musical. 
Deemed a cinch by lots of show-wise 
folk, but, instead, it is chalking up 
red entries and folds March 20, after 
only six weeks. Reasons are many, 
with main one being that English 
theatregoers will not stand for back- 
stage shows. Others maintain the 
show is not well cast, particularly in 
the case of Jack Whiting, who is too 
handsome for the Ray Bolger role. 

With all the prosperity around, it 
seems strange to find Gilbert Miller 
missing. But he is arriving any day 
now with a quartet of plays—‘Coun- 
try Wife,’ ‘Victoria Regina,’ Keith 
Winter’s ‘Old Music’ and “You Can’t 
Take It With You.’ Miller is anx- 
ious to stage ‘Regina’ at His Majes- 
ty’s, but it does not look as if house 
will be available this year. 


Theatre Shortage 


Miller is not the only one after 
theatres, and he is likely to encoun- 
ter opposition from a flock of pend- 
ing producers. Here are some: 
Charles Cochran needs a house for 
‘Paganini,’ which he is producing in 
conjunction with Max Schach, star- 
ring Richard Tauber and Evelyn 
Laye; Firth Shepherd needs three 
for two unnamed shows and an 
adaptation of an Edgar Wallace story 
by Ian Hay, titled ‘Number Six’; 
Henry Sherek has two, ‘Idiot’s De- 
light’ and ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ both 
of which he intends to do in con- 
Junction with Raymond Massey: 
Alex Yokel wants to bring over 
‘Bury the Dead’; H. M. Tennent, 
Ltd., is ready to come into the West 
Eni with ‘Constant Wife,’ a Somerset 
Maugham revival starring Ruth 
Chatterton; Jack Eggar is about 
ready to bring Frances Day back in 
a new revue by Beverly Nichols; 
Paul Murray and Robert Nesbit 


need a house for ‘And On We Go,’ | 


new revue starring June Knight. 
which will take a preliminary can- 
ter in the sticks; Walter Hackett 
has a new farce ready for his wife, 
Marion Lorne. 

; Others are a Walter Ellis farce, 
Bedtime Story,’ tryout from the 
Sticks last December; E. P. Clift. in 
Conjunction with Ed Ryan, American 
actor, will stage ‘Post Road’; George 
Sherwood, husband of Pauline 
Starke, has an American show, all 
complete, including a roll; and J. L. 
— has not forsaken the idea of 
©ing “Wayward Girl,’ James Mont- 
fomery musical. At the moment it 


looks like the West End could use | 


" 
20 more houses. 
Broadcasting, bugaboo of show 


~ 


Fred Bernhard is, accordingly, 
taking vaudfilm out of the thea- 
| tres completely, but, as they ere 
| barred in respect of better class 
pictures, will put in all-variety 
shows. 





* 








business, has once again proven its 
friend. ‘Balalaika’ and ‘Over She 
Goes,’ Laddie Cliff show. were both 
considerably helped by being ether- 
ized. 

Firth Shepherd is no longer the 
biggest show producer in the West 
End. With his four in a row, he ties 
with H. M. Tennent, and, if consid- 
eration be given to the fact that 
Tennent is the general manager of 
Drury Lane, he actually heads the 
list with five shows. 


Approximate Grosses 


(At $5 to the £) 


‘Anthony and Anna,’ Whitehall 
(2nd year). Daddy of ’em all; getting 
weak, but not lifeless. Two-for-one 
and co-op cast can keep it going for 
a while. Bettering $4,000. 


‘As You Like It,’ New, (3rd week). 
With Edith Evans in lead, Shake- 
speare always attracts for a short 
period; $7,000 is quite profitable. 
Will be followed by ‘Taming of the 
Shrew,’ with Miss Evans and Leslie 
Banks in leads, also for a month. 

‘Balalaika, His Majesty’s, (8th 
week). Everybody happy. Show 
looks like staying a year, as the 
word-of-mouth publicity is now ter- 
rific. Steady $18,000. At this rate 
should be clear of production costs 
m six weeks. Local and American 
film companies are bidding. 


‘Big Business,’ Hippodrome, (3rd 
week). Not the success anticipated. 
Still working on some of the scenes, 
but it may be too late. Show is do- 
ing around $12,500, which includes 
$5,500 weekly commitment from 
libraries. Some profit, but there is a 
$50,000 production to be paid off. 


‘Busman’s Honeymoon,’ Comedy, 
(10th week). Still lingering on two- 
for-one lane, with no immediate 
danger, as overhead is pretty low; 
can show profit at $3,000 and is about 
doing that. 

“Candida,” Globe, (3rd week). 
After three weeks’ tryout, this show 
is proving stronger than ever, and has 
been the reason for H. M. Tennent 
concentrating on American film 
names. Next in line is Ruth Chat- 
terton in ‘Constant Wife,’ Somerset 
Maugham revival. ‘Candida,’ doing 
steady $9,000, much more than an- 
ticipated. In for five weeks, but 
likely to stay longer. 

‘Charles the King,’ 
(19th week). Fifth week here 
two-for-ones; not doing 
worthwhile, and about through. At 
$5.000 weekly, cannot make any- 
thing, even if salaries cut further. 

‘Careless Rapture,’ Drury Lane, 
| (23rd week). Dropped slightly from 

eak of $22,000, but still very 

ealthy, with no danger in sight. 
Over $18,000, at steady gait, and good 
profits. 

‘Ballet Rambert,’ Duchess, (4th 
week). Opened quietly at this small- 


Cambridge, 





other house, as must make room for 
previous commitment. 

‘Cinderella,’ Coliseum, (10th 
| week). Has proved a moneymaker. 
and will probably be repeated next 
year by Prince Littler. Will finish at 
$15 000. still in the money. ‘Vaga- 
| bond King’ revival replacing March 
18. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion, 





(15th week). Better than ever. Per- 
sistent smash of season, and best 
thing here in years. Could have 


filled 2 bigger house. Capacity at 
over $6.000. 

‘George and Margaret, Wynd- 
ham’s. House just took a brodie with 
‘Becouse We Must,’ which closed 
after three weeks to pretzels, 
clicked with this one, 
from a Sunday performance by the 
| Renertory Players. Little overhead, 
| with practically same cast as orig- 
inal. and should prove a gold-mine. 
Libraries have invested $40,000 on a 
12 week deal, which is near-record 
| for a straight play. | 
' for a year’s run. Doing near capacity 
| biz at around $8,500. 
‘Heart's Content,’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 





$7,000 trade, but suddenly dived to 


capacity house, and doing great at | 
better than $4,500. Looking for an- | 


Shaftesbury, | 
(10th week). Opened well to steady | 











on | 
anything | 


| week ). 


INTERNATIONAL SHOW NEWS | 


LONDON’S BRIGHT HORIZON 





ras 


around $5,000, which is danger zone. 
Unless. it betters, will have to fold. 

‘Home and Beauty,’ Adelphi, (5th 
week). While not doing the trade 
expected of a Cochran revue, is far- 
ing well. Keeping steady pace at 
around $18.000, which is about $3,000 
on the right side of the ledger. But 
about $75,000 was spent on produc- 
tion. which will need getting back. 

‘Housemaster,” Apollo, (15th 
week). Still in the money, and looks 
like going along for while. Bettering 
$7,500 mark, and not giving Firth 
Shepherd a moment’s worry. 

‘Jane Eyre,’ Aldwych, (19th week). 


Now on two-for-one base, but just 
about exhausted. At around $4,000, 


cannot be making much, if anything. 

‘Over She Goes,’ Seville, (22nd 
week). After dropping to $10,000, 
which looked dangerous, was given 
a dose of advertising and ether, 
which helped considerably. Now 
steady $12,000, with nut down, so no 
worry for a while. 

‘Swine Along, Gaiety, (25th 
week). Still in the big money class. 
One of most consistent musicals in 
the West-End. Doing steady $14,000, 
and, at this rate, can go on for ever. 

‘Puss in Beots,’ Lyceum, (10th 
week). Closing run of fairly suc- 
cessful panto, but nothing like pre- 
vious ones here. Would have stayed 
another week, but for death of one 
of Melville Bros., owners of house. 
Closing to $16,000, good. 


‘On Your Tees,’ Palace, (4th 


Cable Address: 
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Nice Kiddies 


London, March 7. 


Vaudeville house in Cam- 
bridge, the University town, i: 
worse than the old Miner's 


Bowery in its worst days. Entire 


audience is composed of stu- 
dents, and they throw every- 
thing they can lay-their hands 
on. 

And the students are very 


good shots, too 








week). Never got started. Doing 
$8.000 average weekly, and takes 
$11,500 to break, not counting pro- 
duction, figured at about $20,000. 
Folds March 26. Talk of Paul Mur- 
ray-Robert Nesbit show, to replace, 
in early April. . 

‘Strange Barrier, Little (3rd 
One of those shows, located 
at a theatre that costs practically 
nothing. Doing $2,000, which is 
wealth. 

‘Okay for Sound,’ Palladium, (25th 
week). After dropping to $20,000, 
has spurted and nearer to $25,000. 
George Black worried at having to 
take show off, to make room for 
Jack Hylton unit. Talk of show go- 
ing to the Lyceum after it vacates 
here on March 27, but not likely, as 


Black does not wish to compete 
against himself. 

‘Retreat From Folly,’ Queen’s 
(2nd week). Doing well, opening 


week bettering $7.000. Will do the 


usual Marie Tempest trade, and 

figured good for 12-16 weeks. 
‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ (29th 

week). Just about exhausted, but 


still not losing money at $6,000. 

‘Suspect,’ St. Martin’s, (3rd week). 
Alec Rea’s importation of Mary 
Morris for this play is attracting at- 
tention, although theme of play is 
not to everyone's taste. Doing over 
$5,000. 

‘The Frog,’ Princess (45th week). 
Still in the money at $10,000, and in- 
tention of Firth Shepherd to take it 
off Easter week blown to smith- 
ereens. 

‘The Two Bouquets,’ Garrick, (28th 
week). Has been here some weeks 
on two-for-one base. Still doing $4,- 
000. which is profitable. 

‘Wise Tomorrow,’ Lyric, (2nd 
week). First week touched $7,500, 
which is sitting pretty. Library deal 
in for 12 weeks, making very good 
going all around. 

‘Whiteoaks, Playhouse, (45th 
week). Tiny overhead and, when it 
touches $2,000 or so, is in the money. 
Can go on forever at this rate. 





| 





| Broadway. 
| road 


Theatre Board | 





| Sians 





(Continued from page 53) 


with the managers and playwrights 
associations. suggesting a series of 
meetings with the idea of discussing 
the theatre’s well being. It asked if 
the actors were at fault, or if the 
mana‘ers were in error—or whether 
the authors were affecting produc- 
tion. Equity’s excursionary queries 
included the stage hands and musi- 
and: affiliated stage unions. 
As the new season hit its stride, 
the movement was tabled for a time 
but its progenitors started huddling 
and the play has apparently reached 
fruition. The idea is not only to aid 
but recapturing of the 
is regarded as even more im- 
tant. 
One step in that direction missed 


pc 


| out. that being concessions from the 


| railroads. 


Without waiting for an 


|all-theatre group to press its points 


but | 
unearthed | 


y. Considered good | 


as an organization, the matter was 
taken up with the Trunk Lines As- 
sociation of rail lines, which listened 
politely and then said no. 
Presuming that the managers, 
authors and actors endorse the con- 
stitution of the Board, the next step 
will be to invite the other back stag 


unions in on the conferences 


since the main objection of the 
movement to eliminate bickering 
' between the stage factions, 











Sir Ben Fuller 


Back to Aussie 
Legit and Vaude 


Sydney, Feb. 23. 

Sir Ben Fuller has completed ar- 
rangements for the Marcus show to 
open in Auckland, New 
April 6. Troupe is coming through 
Vancouver, sailing March 17. 

Following conclusion of the N. Z. 
season, unit 


China. 


Deal is also on for the Gonsalez 


opera co. to play Australia and New | : 
of 


Zealand for Sir Ben, after a tour 
the Far East is concluded. 


In Melbourne, ‘The Vinegar Tree’ | 


will follow ‘Greeks Had a Word for 


It’ at the Princess, in conjunction | 
vaude- | 


with Brett Randall, and 
revue goes into the Apollo through 
Graham Mitchell. 

Although a definite policy has not 
yet been set for the Crystal Palace, 
Sydney, it is believed that Fuller's 
big attractions will play the spot 
from time to time, with pix in be- 
tween. Work on renovation ex- 
pected to get under way at the end 
of this month, with no actual open- 
ing date yet announced. 

Some months ago Sir Ben _ in- 
formed Variety that he intended 
coming back into show biz stronger 
than ever and it now looks as though 
he meant it. 


is 


Tokyo, Feb. 27. 

Yoshimoto Entertainment Enter- 
prises announced today that the visit 
of the Marcus Show, skedded for 
March 26, will be postponed to a 
later date. Reason given was that 
adequate stage facilities were not 
available. Engagement has been on 
and off for over six months. 


Austrian Legit Mgrs. 
In Get-Together on Ads 
9N91O4A Vienna. March 5. 


Theatrical Ass'n of Austrian Stage 
Managers met and elected Dr. R. 
Beer as President for 1937. 

Business reports indicated that last 
year’s net boxoffice receipts sur- 
passed those of the foregoing year 
by more than one-third. It was not 
revealed, however, whether profits 
had increased any. This is doubtful, 
because upkeep and new invesiments 
have risen considerably. 

An old plan was adapted as new 
by ‘collectivizing’ the propaganda. 
Whereas up to now, each theatre ad- 
vertised separately and had its own 
placards, it was resolved to use a 
‘one-theatre-ad’ and a ‘one-placard- 
system,’ whereby all theatres split 
the costs. 





Friseo Fair 








| of 


| sion district, the nymphs 





(Continued from page 1) 
tails were so faithful that the owner 
the Hippodrome finally was 
forced to do a little draping here 
and there with wavy ribbons of 
reddish plaster. 


Although the old Hippodrome was | 
closed in 1917 during a drive which | 
commis- } 


left the Barbary Coast a 
and satyr: 
gamboled and frolicked 
through the years until now. 
men of the vicinity say that 
are quite a tourist attraction 
that around 50 people day come 


for a look-see and to take pictures. 


have 
they 


a 





ROBITSCHEK OUT 


AND IN AT VIC 
PALACE 


London, March 7. 

Kurt Robitschek resigned from the 
managing-directorship of the Victoria 
Palace last week. But it didn't last 
long. 

Company operating the vaudeville 
policy at the Vicpalace is a $50,000 
corporation called Vaudeville Plays, 





} 


Zealand, | 


will tour Australia for | 
Sir Ben, then going on to Japan and | 


Biz | 


and | 


Ltd., with a directorate comprising 
| Hubert Duggan, M.P., (Chairman) 
and Peggy Barvell, both representing 
the investors, and Robitschek, man- 
aging director. 

First two called a special meeting, 


without consulting Robitschek, and 


told him that he was spending too 
much money for acts. Manager 
| burned, told them in a mixture of 


| Slovakian, German and English what 
and slammed the door 
behind him. Directors accepted his 
resignation and appointed Erie 
Richard Summer, solicitor, his 
place. 

They then started to operate the 
| house on their own. And exactly 36 
| hours later they recalled Robitschek 
ipologized to him, and asked him to 
reconsider his resignation. To which 
l he agreed, subject to the conditions 
(1) that Robitschek be given carte- 
in all present and future 
and (2) that Georges V. 
Banyai, son of Alexander Banyai, 
French representative of Gilbert 
Miller, be appointed director of the 
company. Banyai has been Robit- 
schek’s assistant in all his local 
ventures. 


|he thought, 


in 


| blanche 
bookings, 


AUSTRALIA NIXES 
LOCAL LEGIT PLAY 


Sydney, Feb. 23. 
Ken Brodizak'’s ‘Desire Brings 
Welcome’ has been nixed by the 


Chief Secretary for presentation in 
N.,S. Wales. 

Warren P. Munsell, from the N. Y, 
Theatre Guild, liked the play and 
had picked a cast for a tryout here 
through Sir Ben Fuller, who is also 
interested in it. Police requested a 
showing, and this was arranged for 
at a nabe theatre last week. After 
the performance, Munsell and Brodi- 
zak were informed that the show 
could not be done here publicly. 

Earlier in the week Sir Ben re- 
ceived a cable from London request- 
ing that a script of the play be sent 
there as soon as possible. Munsell is 
anxious to do the play in America, 
through the Guild. He had wanted 
to watch local audience reaction be- 
fore committing himself, however. 

Show here was set to run nine 
nights and two matinees at Sir Ben’s 
Newtown Majestic. 





Warren P. Munsell of the Theatre 
Guild is in New York. His son, 
Warren P. Munsell, Jr., is in Sydney. 
Anything he’s doing down there on 
the play is strictly on his own, not 
for the Guild, says Munsell Sr. 





National Theatre 
Asked for Japan 


Tokyo, Feb. 23. 

At a special meet, attended by a 
number of actors, writers and poli- 
ticians, League for Establishment of 
| a National Theatre was formed. 

Purpose of the league is to cone 
vince the Diet, now in session, to ape 
propriate funds for the establishe 
ment of a national playhouse where 
ambitious authors, playwrights and 
producers may show such of their 
wares as are not apt to reach the 
public through regular channels. 








Dutch Actor to London 


The Hague, March 8. 
Dutch actor, Cees Laseur, has been 
asked by London producers of ‘Fes- 
tival Time’ to come over and take 
the principal role of this. play, of 
which the premiere is announced for 
j April. 
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Broadway 





L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Coast. 

Ray Bolger goes to Coast at the 
end of week. 

Percy Elkeles due back from Coast 
about April 15. 

Leo Cohen bedded with a severe 


- ease of the grippe. 


Mack Raymond joined Jack Ber- 


in from the. 





tell’s agency staff. 
Junior McGeehan now the eastern 


Sam Weisbord, of the Morris of- 


fice, on W. I. cruise | 


| 
| 


Elizabeth Palmer off to Hollywood 
under contract to 20th-Fox. 

Jack Cohn, Columbia _ v-p., 
Miami Friday (12) for two weeks. 

Marc Connelly and Arthur Kober 
off to West Indies and then to Coast. 

Charlie McCarthy sailing tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on an 18-day Caribbean 
cruise. 

Arthur J. Levy will agent ‘Young 
Madame Conti,’ being imported by 
Woerrers. , 

Pat Rooney m.c. at St. Patrick 
Day’s affair at Gardner’s place on 
Broadway. 

Georgette Cohan out of hosp but 
attended by nurse after intestinal 
operations. ; 

Wilkie Mahoney, radio scripter, 
to Hollywood and possible film- 
writing berth. 

Marvin Schenck and Ed Sullivan 
flew down to Miami and back over 
the past weekend. 

Abe Yager and Nat Berg will han- 
dle publicity for Golden City Amuse- 
ment Park in Brooklyn. 

Capt. Dennis O’Brien back in office 
after -Florida. Ditto Arthur Driscoll, 
who returned from Coast. 

Ben Griefer pinch--hitting for Bob 
Weitman at Paramount while latter 
is attending convention in Miami. 

Horace McMahon shooed away 
from Brod Crawford’s Hollywood 
grounds when appearing in gob’s 
make-up. 

H. E. Unkles, of Trans-Lux, back 
from Washington this week. Went 
there in connection with new Trans- 
Lux house. 

Kit Kat Art Club will hold an- 
nual costume ‘skelter,’ titled ‘Bazaar 
of India,’ at Mecca Temple casino 
Friday (19). 

Lloyd Mart, in Philly currently re- 
vamping the All-Girl unit, will re- 
turn to produce his 20th amateur 
unit for Maior Bowes. 

When O. O. McIntyre doesn’t hear 
from old friends, he pens them his 
characteristic red-inked post-cards 
with the query, ‘Are You Well?’ 

Jewish Theatrical Guild’s annual 
memorial services will be held Sun- 
day (21) at the Shaare Zedek syna- 
gogsue, 212 West 93d street. No tickets 
are required. 

William Keighley, Warner Bros. 
director, cut short his holiday in the 
east because he ‘couldn’t stand the 
noise in New York at night and had 
to get some sleep.’ 

Helen (Mrs. O. M.) Samuel having 
exhibition and reception, March 17, 
at Reed Gallery. New Orleans, in 
connection with Spring Fiesta. Her 
old man, O. M., is Variety's vet N. O. 
alumnus. 


Paul Whiteman tossed a huge 
cocktail session for the press in 
Washington on Monday. Tonight 


(Wednesday) the batoneer combines 
his ore with the Capital’s Symph for 
a concert. 

' Leon (and Eddie) Enken_ to 
Kingston, Jamaica, for three weeks’ 
vacash now that Eddie Davis back. 
Latter feted Sunday night with 
welcome-home gala m.c.’d by Jay 
C. Flippen. 

The Irwin (music pub) Dashes 
celebrate their 2lst anniversary to- 
night (Wednesday) at the premiere 
of the new Cotton Club show as 
guests of the Jack Mills. Dash 
dashes back to London tomorrow 
and Mrs. Dash follows in May. 

Romance that started on a Mexico 
City cruise last month consummated 
in Armonk, Saturday night, when 
Ted Friend. Mirror nitery ed, and 
Dorot Kay, of Monte Proser’s 
French Casino publicists, eloped. The 
George Clarkes (Kay Parsons)-—he’s 
city editor of the Mirror—chaperoned 
the newlyweds. 





Chicago 





Max Turner has gone to the Coast. 

Tom Wall basking in some Arizona 
sunshine. 

Tony Owens off to Florida for a 
few weeks. 


to | 
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London 


Albertina Hunter due back here. | 
Buster Collier here to produce for ' 


| Warners. 
| Clifford Whitley vacationing in| 


Switzerland. 

Cinema, Stockton-on-Tees, 
stroyed by fire. 

George Foster writing a song for 
Charles Forsythe. 

Jed Harris in town to discuss terms 
for a couple of plays. 


Fred Sanborn calling his mother in 
California from London. 

Dolores Costello planning an ap- 
pearance in British film. 

Columbia planning a West End 
roadshow of ‘Lost Horizon.’ 


Jack Donahue signed with Alex- 
ander Korda for a filmusical. 


Bob Robinson and Virginia Martin 
making their television debut. 


Gregory and Raymond fortnight- 
ing at the Savoy hotel cabaret. 


A. C. Blumenthal here again, and, 
as usual, claims he is just vacation- 
ing. 

Dick Henry lining up vaudeville 
and picture work for Geraldine and 
Joe. 


Paul England to arrange an hour’s 
television program for British Broad- 
casting Corp. 

Fox-20th to do an all-American 
pic here, with all the local Ameri- 
cans lined up. 

‘Return of a Stranger,’ Premier 
Stafford production, is now on the 
floor at Sound City. 

Jackie Heller returned to Broad- 
way, having ‘inished his picture here 
for Joe Rock. 

Jack Waller on a fortnight’s va- 
cation at Madiera, while his wife is 
on a South American cruise. 

Grosvenor House cabarets. will 
now be a regular television feature, 
with every new one to go out. 

Carolyn Marsh and husband, Don 
Nieto, off to the United States after 
13 weeks in England and France. 

Phyllis Dare was to have broadcast 
with Arthur Klien, pianist composer, 
but a sore throat kept her off the air. 

Al Bowley trying out a new act 
with a five-piece swing band for 
Moss'7 Empires-General Theatres 
Corp. 

‘Beloved Vagabond,’ starring Mau- 


| 
de- 


rice Chevalier, gets its West End 
premiere March 4, at Paramount 
Plaza. 

Regal, Kingston-on-Thames, key 
house of Fred Bernhard’s circuit, 
has changed its name to Union 
Cinema. 


Max Milder going into the sticks 


for sales confabs with Warner’s 
field force on ‘Prince and _ the 
Pauper.’ 


Lilian Aylan and husband, Bob 
Stickney, may crash vaudeville here. 
Stickney first did a single here, nine 
years ago. 

Warners sent out invitations for a 
press reception to Errol Flynn but 
actor crossed ‘em; got off the boat 
in France. 

‘Careless Rapture’ celebrating 200th 
perrosence at Drury Lane. Author 
vor Novello at work on a new show 
to succeed it. 

‘The Plainsman’ shifted into Par’s 
ace West End house, the Carlton, af- 
ter four weeks in the Plaza, com- 
pany’s No. two theatre. 

Sari Seegar and Billie Ryan com- 
ing over to play parts in ‘Post Road,’ 
which E. P. Clift is producing in 
conjunction with Ed. Ryan. 

Vie Oliver and his wife, having be- 
gun work on their first joint film, 
signed to appear in a cabaret show, 
which opens at Grosvenor House 
March 30. 

Sen. Murphy in the optician biz 
now. Has purchased American rights 
to Wheway Optical Co., which will 
be known in America as Statesman 
Optical Co. 

Bernard Nedell and David Burns 
split the leads in new Tudor Films 
pic ‘Plunder in the Air,’ which Staf- 
ford Dickens scripted and Ralph Ince 
is to direct. 

Maurice Colleano and Co. to play 
Dublin and the Victoria Palace af- 
ter 10 weeks at the Lyceum pan- 
tomime. Then to Paris, either at the 
ABC or Alhambra. 

Present ‘Cinderella’ pantomine at 
Coliseum, goes to Theatre Royal, 
Glasgow. as a Prince Littler attrac- 


Joseph Plunkett in town ahead of 
*Lost Horizon.’ , 

Ota Gygi back in Chi after some 
eastern missions. 

Ernie Young back after quick trip 
meeting Fair committees. 

Milt Schuster attended opening of 
Cincinnati Empress Friday (12). 

Lou Lipstones have booked pas- 
sate on the Rex for their European 
jaunt. 

Joe Rogers and Lou Dufour left for 
Dallas after four week tour of East- 
ern cities. 


tion for next Christmas, with Ben 
Dova the only one resignatured. 

Wiere Brothers. signed by Mark 
Leddy, returnec to America. Open 
at the Metropolitan, Boston, March 
18, and play vaudeville for eight 
weeks, after which they are to be 
in a picture for Paramount. 

Connie Russell is now a fully- 
fledged entertainer. Opened at the 
Trocadero Cabaret for Charles Tuck- 
er, who immediately booked her to 
return. She is also doing a bit in 
the Buddy Rogers film for B.I.P. 


Fred Waring conferring with War- Arrangement whereby Flanagan 
ner Brothers’ writers between shows | and Allen were to be starred in a 
at the Chicago. revue by Charles B. Cochran has 


Roy Pierce, city manager for Fox. 
Milwaukee, jumped east to look at 
some unit shows. 

Harold Stokes has decided to keep 
his boat instead of trading it in for 
@ sound-film setup. 


been postponed for a year. Mean- 
time the comics will return to the 
Palladium to join the new Jack 
Hylton unit. 

Carrol and Huwe were to have 
been in the BIP-Buddy Roger: film 








.and travelled specially from Wolver- 


hampton to London to study the 
script. Intended to double in the 
film from the Finsbury Park Em- 
pire, but Val Parnell switched them 
at the last minute tu Edinburgh, so 
no film. 





Berlin 


_ Theo Osterwind of Terra to Amer- 
ica. 

Tobis working full speed on four 
new pix. 

Werner Finck to Bavaria as gag- 
man for one year. 

Alfred Kitchin 
for a piano concert. 

Four days of German folk music 
in Karlsruhe in May. 

Prize offered by city of Duessel- 
dorf for best symphony of year. 

International festival of contem- 
porary music on at Baden-Baden. 


in from London 


‘Alarm in Peking’ new title of 
Tobis film formerly tabbed ‘Nine 
Officers.’ 

An array of ambassadors from 


various South American countries at 
Tobis studios for a look. 

Hans Friederici signed with the 
Berlin State Opera for next fall; was 
formerly at Wiesbaden. 

Luis Trenker has grabbed film 
rights to Bernhard Blume’s ‘Das 
Wirtshaus zum Roten Husaren.’ 

Franz Lehar batoning first per- 
formance of his old operetta ‘Der 
Graf von Luxemburg’ at People’s. 

Gustav Froehlich, Willy Fritsch 
and Hans Soehnker resting at Weis- 
ser Hirsch sanitarium near Dresden. 

‘Lody,’ story of the life and death 
of a German officer in England, to 
premiere simultaneously at 14 the- 
atres. 


Deutsche Artistik, Berlin theatrical 


paper, in a huff at German vaude 
performers using foreign .stage- 
names. 


Willy Forst’s new pic based on 
Hans Possendorf’s novel ‘Yacht Kai- 
Kai.’ Gustaf Gruendgens mentioned 
as leading man. 


Open-air performances to be given 
for first time in courtyard of the 
historic Albrechtsburg castle at 
Meissen, built in the 15th century. 


Gerhard Hauptmann has finished 
a new comedy based on the figure of 
Ulrich von Lichtenstein. whom he 
pictures as a sort of German Don 
Quixote. 

‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ at the 
English Theatre a b. o. hit, with 
crowds turned away every night. 
Edward P. Melotte directing, and 


Christina Forbes as Elizabeth Brown- 
ing. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Jackie Heller coming home after 
three months in Europe. 

ASCAP’s Harry E. Reiff up and 
around again after a close call. 


Reid Jackson has replaced Leonard 
_ in Kilbuck’s ‘Jack and 
ill.’ 

Tom Powers took over Stephen 
Ker Appleby’s role in ‘Jane Eyre’ 
here. 

Wade Wittman, one time asst. mgr. 
at Penn, has joined RKO sales force 
here. 

Beuavais Fox around again, this 
time ahead of the fiicker, ‘Lost Ho- 
rizon.’ 

Helen Benedict and Pat Tumulty 
back from their Washington honey- 
moon. 


Carnegie Tech’s annual Shakes- 
pearian production will be ‘As You 
Like It.’ 

Harry Kalmine has purchased a 
home in Squirrel Hill and moves in 
April 1. 

Bill Beale has succeeded Sam 
Honigberg as p. a. for ‘Snatched 
from Noose.’ 

Pope brothers plotting a re-entry 
into nitery field with summer road- 
house spot. 

Option of Charlie Danver, Post- 
Gazette columnist, picked up by his 
air sponsors. 

Variety Club moving from present 
headquarters back to William Penn 
hotel, May 1 

Ben Jaffe to Hot Springs to re- 
coup from his second serious illness 
of the winter. 

Karl Krug flies to the Coast Satur- 
day (20) to look over film lots for 
Sun-Telegraph. 

Ted Blackmon, from Connie’s Inn, 
staging shows now at Lew Mercur’s 
Harlem Casino. 

George Tyson being paged by At- 
lantic City crowd to handle pageant 
again this vear. 

Carnegie Tech drama school’s an- 
nual Shakespearian production will 
be ‘As You Like It.’ 

Charlie Deardorff in from Cleve- 





land getting ‘Good Earth’ set for 
two-a-dayer at Nixon. 


Paris 





Florelle at the Bobino. 

Lillian Ellis to Cannes. 

Henri Varna’s mother dead. 

Mary Glory off for winter sports. 
Isola Brothers at the Cannes Ca- 
sino. 

Louis Verneuil back from Brus- 
sels. 

Monte Carlo Ballet off for Scot- 
land. 

Argentina concerting at the Salle 
Playel. 

Jean, Jac and Jo at Chez Josephine 
Baker. 
Agnes Capri 
Toit. 
Fred Adison and band at 
Europeen. 

Robertson and Frederic at Mel- 
ody’s Bar. 

Rising Seine damaged the expo 
construction. 
Ray Goetz 
Scheherazade. 

Annual gala of L’Union des Ar- 
tistes March 6. 

Chaz Chase booked for the next 
A.B.C. showing. 


at the Boeuf Sur 
le 
the 


looking in at the 








Marie Dubas set to top the next 


A.B.C. offering. | Roach. 


Togare and his tigers held over 
at the Medrano. 

Paris-Soir starting on 
reporter column. 

Bernard Ragner named Knight of 
Legion of Honor. 

Yvette Lebon convalescing after | 
a skiing accident. 

Schwartz Sisters planning to open 
a cabaret in Paris. 

Harry Baur taking a month's va- 
cation after illness. 

Manhattan String Quartet liked 
by French audiences. 

Jacqueline Claude billed for the | 
next Alhambra show. 

‘Banjo on My Knee’ (20th) called | 
‘St. Louis Blues’ here. 

Jacques Feyder planning to make | 
a film for Tobis in Berlin. 

Opera-Comique company off for | 
a central European tour. 

Fred Sandborn due at the Al- 
hambra in the near future. | 

Finks and Ayres with Avalon Sis- 
ters at the Cirque Medrano. 

Billy Dodsworth convalescing 
after a rather severe illness. 

Merle Oberon, Brian Aherne and 
Robert Sweeny over from London. 

Paul Meeres and Meade leaving 
the Folies-Bergere revue and off to | 
Rome. 

Marseille without newspapers for 
several days on account of striking 
printers. 

Varna’s Alcazar revue, ‘Ca C’est 
Marseilles,’ reaching its 100th per- 
formance. 

Willy Lewis’s band furnishing 
music for ‘Cinderella,’ film starring 
Joan Warner. 

Danielle Darrieux going to make 
two more French films before going 
to Hollywood. 

‘Winterset’ (RKO) closing at the 
Ambassadeurs; replaced by ‘Lloyds 
of London’ (20th). 

‘L’Homme du Jour’ (‘Man of the 
Day’), Chevalier’s latest film open- 
ing at the Olympia. 

Bal Tabarin closed for two days 
for rehearsals of a new revue, 
‘Plaisirs de France.’ 

Foreign Minister Delbos laying 
cornerstone of the Quercy-Perigod 
pavilion for the expo. 

Jean-Pierre Thisse, Jean Murat 
and Charles Vanel off for Megeve 
to shoot outdoor scenes of ‘Troika.’ 

Marguerite Mareno, Pauley and 
Jean Aubert set to star in Rip and 
Willmetz’s next revue at the Nou- 
veautes. 

‘Tout Va Trop Bien’ (‘All Is 
Well’), Rip and Wilmetz revue at 
the Nouveautes, passing its 350th 
performance. 

Mile. Olio, announcer at the 
A.B.C., crashing films in Sacha 
Guitry’s ‘Les Perles de la Cour- 
onne’ (‘Pearls of the Crown’). 


Detroit 


By Pete Wemhof 


inquiring | 











Joaquin Garay at Club Ten-Forty. 


Paul Lukas due at the Fox theatre 
March 26. 

Nelson Eddy 
till April 15. 

Separate taxi-dance hall licenses 
being sought. 

Ted Weems orch set for U. of De- 
troit J-Prom, April 2. 

George Ross Syn (Montreal) to 
take over Prince Edward hotel, 
Windsor. 

Emergency fund of $1,500 to tide 
over Upper Peninsula state fair is 
denied by state. 

Rail-spiitters map plans to finance 
revival ofeld Redford Fair, the big 
thing here years ago. 

Sonja Henie here arranging for 
five-day stand with skating carnival 
at Olympia, next week. 

E. C. Schwimmer off on tour 
through South to make color films 
to be shown at Little World’s Fair. 

Ted Lipsitz, vet. nitery operator, 
purchases shuttered Peacock Alley 
and will reopen spot as Mayfield 


concert postponed 





Cafe. 


Hollywood 


Dolores del Rio vacationing in 
Ensenada. 

Gale Sondergaard resting at So- 
boba Springs. 

Monte Blue is easting it April 12 
for p. a.’ing. 

Leo McCarey and wife are vaca- 
tioning in Frisco. 

Otto Kruger and Victor 
trained in from N. Y. 

Bert Gilroy is professoring on pic- 
ture production at USC. 

J. Robert Rubin is on the Coast 
confabbing with Metro execs. 

Thyra Samter Winslow nas gone 
to New York on a vacash. 

Theodore Sparkuhl and wife ob- 
tained citizenship papers. 

Phil Regan and family training 
east for two-week vacation. 

Ray Overbaugh is the new head 
of S-I’s camera department. 

Barry Fitzgerald went to Ensenada 





Jory 


| to obtain a new visitor’s visa. 


William K. Howard is expected 
back from England in a week. 

Dixie Dunbar had her tonsils and 
20th-Fox option lifted the same day. 

Following eight-week p. a. tour, 
John Miljan is back in town for pix. 

Leslie Howard is ocean gazing at 
La Jolla awaiting his next assign- 
ment. 

Guy Bates Post angeled a music 
store. Inherited 15 pianos as his 
equity. 

Cecil Holland has been made head 
of the makeup department at Hal 


Charles Woit, for 12 years with 
RKO-Radio, has resigned to take a 
vacation. 

Duncan Harris, Par board member, 
en route back to N. Y. via Mexico 
by motor. 

Eddie Sutherland has gone to Palm 
Beach to visit his aunt, Mrs. Thomas 
Meighan. 

Barry Trivers and Rian James are 


concocting a new play, ‘Yet Each 
Man Kills.’ 

Louise Glaum is erecting a new 
100-seater to produce legits for 
| studio lamping. 

Adolphe Menjou and his wife, 


Veree Teasdale, have gone to Ha- 
waii on vacation. 

W:zrners and James Melton agreed 
to tear up his contract, which called 
for one more film. 

Edward Arnold plans vacash in 
Cuba when he washes up current 
picture assignment. 

Eddie Cantor spent $133,000 for a 
menage in Beverly Hills. English 
dwelling has 18 roonis. 

Noah Beery around absorbing sun- 
shine before returning to England 
for coupla of pic jobs. 

Sam Hellman has become a full 
time Bev. Hillite, having disposed of 
his shack in Great Neck. 

Rita Cansino, armed with a termer 
at Columbia, has changed her pic 
name to Rita Hayworth. 

Sophie Tucker guested Julius C. 
Stein, prez of MCA and S. Marx, 
London merchant, at Metro. 

Paul Wilkins, for nine years asso- 
ciate casting director at Metro, 
swings to Republic as top talenter. 

Mervin Hauser, former member of 
Mare Lachmann’s blurb staff at U, 
has joined Grand National’s script 
staff. 

Leonard Sillman has arrived on 
the Coast to start rehearsals of 
‘Periphery’ which he plans _ for 
Pasadena Community Palyhouse. 

Hollywood employes at RCA tossed 
a feed for L. E. (Pete) Clark, man- 
ager of Photophone recording for 
past two years, when he switched to 
the Dunning outfit. 





Sydney 
By Eric Gorrick 


Stuart F. Doyle in Melbourne. 

_Beatrice Grimshaw, novelist, re- 
siding here. 

Gordon Conrad set to handle War- 
ner’s ‘Charge.’ 

Harry Hunter due next month as 
the new Par boss here. 

Tommy Coyle in charge of Sydney's 
only newsreel theatrette. 

Jimmy Thornley, Par’s Victorian 
boss, on a trip to Tasmania. 

Herbie Hayward on special exploi- 
tation for Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done. 
Jimmy Lear doing the exploitation 





for ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) in Victorian 
territory. 

Williamson-Tait will revive ‘A 
Southern Maid’ with Gladys 
Moncrieff. 


_ ‘The Friendly Road,’ New Zealand 
indie pic, will be distributed here by 
Universal. 

After completion of ‘Tall Timber’ 











Cinesound will swing ingp ‘Lovers 
and Luggers.’ 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon due 
here for a tour over the Tivoli chain 
for Frank Neil. 

No date set yet for conference be- 
tween local producers and Film Ad- 
visory Committee. 

Charles Munro figures on covering 
the Moodabe New Zealand territory 
three times yearly. 

Charles Lucas not faring well with 
open-air fight promotion. Every time 
he sets bouts it rains. 

Deal reported on between Greater 
Union Theatres and Sir Ben Fuller 
for his Melbourne Bijou site. 

Minnie Everett, former — 

as 


producer for Wiliiamson-Tait, 
opened a stage school in Victoria. 

Reported that Par will distribute 
Commonwealth’s ‘Mysiery Island’ in 
Australia. Late Brian Abbott is fea- 
tured. 
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the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 





East 


Cut anticipated in liquor prices. 
Distillers have promised to chop 
bonded whiskey to permit a slice of 
20c a pint. About half that on blends. 

Back from a vacation trip in the | 
Bahamas, Cardinal O’Connell, of } 
Boston, talked to the ship news men | 
and denounced ‘the crazy and mor- 
bid sentiment of sex’ in pix and on 
the radio. Holds radio songs are 
worse than pix. 

Met staging a drive against side- 
walk ticket speculators. Attendance 
is up and specs getting more numer- 
ous—and noisy. 

‘The Great Waltz’ may be brought 
back to N. Y. for a windup if a 
suitable theatre can be found. 


Fort Washington theatre enter- 
tained 200 child members of the 
Police Athletic League at a special 
morning performance Saturday. 


Paul Jaeck, headwaiter at the 
Shoreham hotel, Washington, suing 
Harry K. Thaw for $10,000 alleging 
assault. 
him in the eye 
lighted cigaret. 

National Radio League announces 
13 broadcasts over WOR beginning 
April 8. Will use well-known ar- 
tist volunteers. 

Clare Boothe guest of honor at 
the annual benefit for the Authors’ 
League Fund last Sunday. Tony 
Sarg was m.c. 


Pearl Buck spoke at a dinner in 
the Harlem Y.M.C.A. last Thursday 
(11) in aid of a membership drive 
of the N. Y. Urban League. Told 
the audience, mostly Negroes, that 
the race had an advantage in that 
it knew just what it wanted. 


New York’s newest snow train 
runs to the Laurentian mountains in 
Canada. All Pullmans. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner to do four 
Sunday nights at the Lyceum start- 
ing March 28, 


Mrs. Gertrude Levitt, of Brooklyn, 
first woman to take the rap for 
smoking in the subway. 


Rose Collins Cleary, nitery singer 
now in Miami, sues in N. Y. supreme 
court for an annuiment from Michael 
Cleary, West Pointer, who turned 
songwriter. Says she was promised 
musical comedy and didn’t get it. 

Edward Ziegler, Earle R. Lewis, 
treas.; and Frank Garlichs, auditor, 
given two-year contracts by the Met. 

Frank Gillmore, of Equity, has re- 
signed from American National The- 
atre and Academy advisory board. 
Says he’s too busy. 

Metropolitan Opera Club gave its 
first dinner in 30 years to honor 
Paul D. Cravath, Edward Johnson 
and Edward Ziegler, newly elected 
members. 

Columbia undergrads held up the 
Varsity show at the Riverside Plaza 
last Wednesday in protest against the 
use of co-eds from Barnard and 
Teachers colleges. When the studes 
got tired of squawking, the show 
went on. 

Monte Proser off to Hollywood last 
week with 10 girls for Walter 
Wanger’s ‘Vogues.’ 

Alfredo Salmaggi announces a con- 
test for two one-act operas for his 
next Hippodrome season. One must 
be in English, the other in Italian. 
Contest closes July 15. 

Will of the late Sarah Maria Tal- 
madge, cousin of Norma, Constance 
and Natalie, filed in New Haven, 
states she leaves them no bequests, 
since she has not ‘seen or had any- 
thing to do with them’ for a great 
many years. Bulk of estate to 
charity. 

Museum of the City of New York 
has opened a special exhibit of a 
part of the Garrison P. Sherwood 
collection of 200,000 items dealing 
with the theatre. 

Dr. John Haynes Holmes to lec- 
ture on ‘You Can’t Take It with You’ 
at the Community Church this 
(Wednesday) evening. 

Cole Bros.-Beatty show came to 
town Monday afternoon. 

Mrs. Tillie Jasie (ex-Leblang) 
rallying theatre party agents to try 
and abate abuses. First meeting 
yesterday afternoon. 

Macklin Marrow inaugurated a 

series of Continental concerts at the 
Plaza last Sunday. Audience sits at 
tables and patronizes the waiters. 
‘Music in comfort’ the slogan. 
_ Baby Equity formed by B’way 
juve actors. To be known as Foot- 
light Juniors, since William Gaxton 
has nixed Lambkins for a moniker. 

Testimonial to the late Percy Ham- 
mond over WJZ, April 2, in connec- 
tion with the bestowal of the Ham- 
mond Medal by the Studio of Act- 
ing. To be an annual event. 

Mare Connelly to give a special 
Performance of ‘Having a Wonderful 

ime’ next Sunday for Stage Relief 

und, 

Mrs. Helen Ann Rork Getty Wil- 
son, former vaude actress. settled 

er separation suit again:’ H. Doug- 








while holding a 


Claims that Thaw struck | 





las Wilson, Detroit broker, out of 
court. She retains the custody of | 
their daughter, with provision for 
the child’s support. Also drawing 


* 


from Jean Paul Getty for support of 
their two sons. 

Catherine Lohden, who was 
crowned in the Elsa Maxwell-depart- 
ment store beauty contest, off to 
Hollywood for a Warner screen test. 


N. Y. Supreme Court has granted 
a separation to. Martha Pryoe, now 
a WPA actress, from Ben Bard, now 
married to Ruth Roland. She will 


go to Hollywood to seek a property | 


settlement. 

Ed Wynn promises he’ll be back 
on the stage in the fall. Will write 
his own book around an idea from 
E. Y. Harburg. 


Her counsel announces that Cath- 
erine Dale Owen will be given a 
Reno divorce today (Wednesday). 
Her ex-mate is Milton F. Davis, Jr. 

N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony to 
tour Mexico and Cuba in May, fol- 
lowing regular season here. That is, 
if it can raise a $75,000 guarantee. 

Paris considers razing Eiffel Tower 
following current fair. Says it’s a 
misfit. 

Lily Pons among the victims of a 
hotel service strike in Detroit. On 
the 12th floor and no one to bring up 
her dinner. 


Coast 





Freeman Gosden, Amos of Amos 
’n’ Andy, narrowly escaped serious 
injury at Palm Springs when a trot- 
ting horse he was drivint at the 
Field Club race track ran away, 
throwing the comedian out of his 
sulky. He was treated for head and 
body injuries. 

Alice Lake, former film actress, 
was sentenced to jail for 20 days in 
Beverly Hills after plea of guilty to 
drunk charge. 


With settlement out of court of 
the property rights and alimony 
question between M. J. Cudahy, 
scion of the meat packing family, 
and Jacklyn Roth, dancer, their con- 
tested separate maintenance and di- 
vorce action was withdrawn in L.A. 

Elizabeth Allan, British actress, 
has left for England to attend the 
coronation of King George VI. She 
will sail from New York on the 
Europa. John Hay Whitney’s sister 
accompanied her to New York. 

Armed with an opinion from At- 
torney General Webb of California, 
police and sheriffs in Southern Cali- 
fornia held a meeting to devise ways 
and means of knocking out pin-ball, 
marble, claw and slot machines from 
at least 5,000 establishments. Drive 
is being aimed at machines near 
schools. 

San Marino, ‘hard by Pasadena, is 
determined to retain its reputation 
for being a city without a picture 
theatre. Proposed ordinances would 
tax theatres 50c a seat a month for 
all over 100; would require parking 
space for each two seats in the the- 
atre; would prohibit pictures on 
Sunday; would prohibit the erection 
of any theatre within three-fourths 
of a mile of school buildings and 
prohibit kleig lights, bank nights or 
free distribution of prizes on the 
property. 

Dr. Franklyn Thorpe, ex-mate of 
Mary Astor, has agreed to drop L. A. 
contempt of court proceedings 
against George S. Kaufman, who fled 
some months ago after he had been 
subpoenaed to testify in the Astor- 
Thorpe child custody fight. 

Chobun YY. Okamoto, Japanese 
realty dealer in New York, has of- 
fered Mary Pickford $375,000 for 
Pickfair, widely publicized home of 
the star, when she was married to 
Douglas Fairbanks. Okamoto wants 
the spot as a home for Japanese art- 
ists and authors he would bring to 
Southern California in connection 
with his project for a university of 
Oriental culture. 

Theo Carew, French actress, ap- 
peared in a Los Angeles court plead- 
ing for mercy on a petty theft count. 
Shabbily dressed and limping from 
shrapnel wounds received while 
serving in the World War, the 
51-year-old actress was caught for 
allegedly taking two knives and a 
jar of preserves. She received a 
probation hearing. 

Ruth C. Murphy, former radio 
singer, divorced from Dr. Philip J. 
Murphy in L. A. 

Asserting the $250 monthly 
alimony she has been receiving from 
her former husband, Carey A. 
Wilson. scenarist. is insufficient to 
provide for herself and two children, 
Mrs. N. Wilson asked L. A. court to 
advance the stipend to $1,000. 

Marie Wilson, Warners actress, has 
filed suit in L. A. seeking $50,000 
damages for injuries received in a 
Hollywood auto accident. 

Irene Weaver, picture actress, 
ceived a divorce in L.A. 

Film contracts of Lana Turner, 17, 
and Bonita Granville, 14, were ap- 


re- 


proved in L.A. Miss Turner’s pact | 
with Mervyn LeRoy starts at $50 
weekly and increases to $600 Miss 
Granville’s contract calls for $500 


weekly with boosts to $2,500. 





Very Special 





Los Angeles, March 16. 

Sport writers who covered 
the Santa Anita race meet went 
for a phoney on the last day 
and wound up plenty in the 
|| claret. Reported that press box 
lads are let in on a hot one the 
| last day so as to recoup some of 
their earlier losses. This is 
known as the ‘newspaper spe- 
cial.’ Scribes let their pals at 
the office in on the good thing 
and they plunked in everything 
they had. 

The nag finished last. 














‘JOLSON’S ARMSTRONG 


} 


| BELTS OUT CHAMP 


By JACK PULASKI 
California’s contribution to 
p-erneccigy prize ring this 
Henry Armstrong, a _ socking 
lad who belted 
rated the featherweight champ in 
New York, in the fourth round at 
| Madison Square Garden Friday (12). 
|The Hollywood crowd put the okay 
on the colored boy and they sure 
seem right. Al Jolson has a hunk 
of Henry and offered to bet any- 
thing up to a million on him. Eddie 
Meade handled the kid and if ‘in’ 
should climb back onto the money. 

Armstrong is credited with a win 
over Mike last summer on the coast, 
but through some hocus pokus the 
N. Y. State Athletic Commission 


the 


little 





in stepping in and replacing Aldo 
Spoldi, who was matched with Arm- 
strong, but who damaged a knuckle 
and asked out. The two will mix 
it up however at the Garden this 
Friday (19). 

It was not a matter of condition 
that spelled defeat for Belloise. It 
was Henry’s left hand that caused 
the surprise knockout. Mike started 
out all right jabbing and keeping 
the oncoming westerner away. Then 
Mike seemed to change his tactics 
making the mistake of mixing in 
close. Head to head they socked 
with the colored kid, forging to the 
front. Suddenly a solid left hook 
landed on the champ’s chin. 
dropped on his kisser completely out. 

The bell ending the fourth round 
clanged and his handlers hauled Bel- 
loise to the corner, having some 
difficulty because the boy was limp. 
They worked over him, but when the 
referee saw Mike’s condition he de- 
clared the fight over. Belloise was 
babbling and still out when they 
took him to the dressing rooms. 

Belloise has met most of the lead- 


sensation. 
less and on the strength of the Bel- 
loise match, it is difficult to figure 
what current featherweight can keep 
him from copping the championship. 

t the Hippodrome, earlier in the 
week, the fans saw the unexpected 
when they witnessed Gunnar Bar- 
lund on the canvas early in the 10th 
round from a solar plexus punch by 
Bob Olin. Latter was too tired to 
knock out the Finn, He looked | 
overweight, yet the exhibition was | 
about the best Olin has 
cently outpointed by Nathan Mann 
and after being licked again, decided 
he better go home now and sailed. 

In the final 10 at the Hipp they 
called it draw between Arturo Go- 
doy of Chili and Maurice Strickland 
of New Zealand. It looked like the 
South American’s win, though he 
dropped two rounds for hitting low. 
Strickland is a skinny heavyweight 
whose best punch appeared to be an 
inside uppercut. Godoy did all the 
forcing, but was a bit wild. 

The Cole Brothers-Clyde Beatty | 
circus opens at the Hipp Thursday | 
(18) and there will be no fights there 
until next month. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Richards, | 
son, in St. Vincent's hospital, Los 
Angeles, March 13. Mother is the 


daughter of Joseph I. Breen of the 
Hays office on the Coast. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Napoli, daugh- | 
March 8, in New York. Father | 
is soloist with Jack Sherr’s orch- | 
estra at Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 


ter, 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Rosen, son, in 


New York, March 15. Mother i 
former Ruth Collette of Collette 
| Sisters. 
! Mr. and Mrs. Merwyn Bogue, son, 


in Chicago, March 1, Father is singer | 
with Kay Kyser orchestra. 





winter is| 


out Mike Belloise, | 


ruled that Belloise was still the} 
champ. Perhaps, Mike was too con- 
fident. He certainly showed nerve 


He | 


ers in the 125-pound division, so that | 
the knockout was something of a/| 
Armstrong seemed tire- 





shown |} 
around New York. Barlund was re- || 


HE 


Racing Accepted by Million Dollar 
Elite on Coast: 


$30,000,000 Totaled 





Los Angeles, March 16. 
In this western country of things 
colossal, racing has been admitted to 
the select circle of million dollar in- 
They 


ways out here: gigantics and pikers. 








| dustries. rate ’em only two 
No in-betweeners, 
Not only has racing been taken in 
} . > 
but with a trumpet fanfare. When 
| the recent 55-day meet at Santa An- 
ita closed and the numbers went up 
on the mutuel handle, 
| $30,068,638. That’s important money, 


| even in Hollywood where a million 


they read: 


dollar picture gets little more than 
Al- 
| though then are no comparative fig- 


a shrug, even from the indies. 
| ures available to prove it, local turf 
| leaders brag that no other track has 
|ever approached that kind of 
| It than doubled 

| Hialeah betting at Miami. 


coin, 


more the 


Few tracks have a million dollar 
day. That happened twice during the 
meet at Arcadia. The Derby handle 

| was around $1,250,000 and the $137,- 
| 500 Handicap saw exactly $1,539,879 
| totalized. Wagers on the big 
alone totalled $396,553. Daily 
age was $548,849, 

| Longest price paid during the meet 


aver- 


| was $160.60 for a $2 ticket on Bing 
Crosby’s Fight On. Case Ace paid 
the shortest return, $2.60 straight. 
Basil James was the leading jockey 
with 58 winners, 34 seconds and 31 
| thirds, 

Next race meet around these parts 
| is at Del Mar, half way to San Diego 
; on the Coast, which Bing Crosby and 
| several other pic people promoted. 
There’s some talk of Agua Caliente 
across the line in Mexico reopening 
this summer but there have been so 
many rumors about it and little hap- 
pening that the railbirds won’t be- 
lieve it until the sound of hoofs is 
| heard. Most of the stables shipped 
| their oat burners north for the bay 
| region meets, 


There’s plenty of agitation for a 








recent | 


couple of new tracks on the edge of 
town but the Santa Anita mob won't 
stand by idly and see their invest- 
ment periled. Feeling is that another 
track around here will just about 
kill the sport through a referendum. 
Plaint among the merchants and blue 
noses is that too much money is gam- 
bled by those who can least afford 
it. Credit. houses say they are hard- 
est hit. The lobbying in Sacramento 
goes merrily on. 


MARRIAGES 

Frances Davis to Gaston L. Stern, 
Feb. 18, in New York. Groom is a 
sales executive of National Screéna 
Service. Bride is a non-pro. 

May Love to Mike Levy, former 
Chicago agent, March 12, in Chicago, 
Bride is an ex-vaude performer. 

Margot Syme to Robert Christie, 
in Winnipeg, March 4. Groom a 
member of John Holden Players 
local stock group. Bride a _ legit 
actress. 


Georgianna Parker to Sam Pierce, 





race | 


March 6 at Laguna Beach, Cal. 
Groom is writer-producer at KHJ, 
Los Angeles. 

Elizabeth Hamlin to Albert T, 


|; Goodwin, assistant manager of Or- 
pheum Theatre, in San Mateo, Cal., 
March 13. 

Mrs. Margaret Martin to 
Karstein, assistant film director, 
March 14, at Yuma, Ariz. Bride is 
adopted daughter of the late Alex- 
ander Pantages and former wife of 
Slim Martin, band leader. 


Philip 


Mabel Alberts to Ken Englund, 
Nov. 2 in New York. Both are ra- 
dio comedy writers. 

Gloria Pleasants, harpist with 
KFWB (Hollywood) orchestra, to 


Robert Terry, film actor, Jan. 1 in 
Ventura, Cal. 

Dorothy Kay, Monte Proser’s pub- 
licity aide, to Ted Friend, nite club 
editor of N. Y. Daily Mirror, March 
13, in Armonk, N. Y. 

Mary M. Goetz to Albert R. John- 
son, scenic desigi:isi, “torch 23, in 
New York. Bride is non-pro. 
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PARAMOUNT. 
“MAID OF SALEM” 
MacMURRAY and COLBERT 


—ON THE STAGE— 
BENNY GOODMAN AND HIS ORCH, 
with FRANCES HUNT,GENE KRUPA, 
TEDDY WILSON,LIONEL HAMPTON 














“NANCY STEELE 
IS MISSING” 


With 
MecLAGLEN - CONNELLY ~- LORRE 


wigs RIVOL 


B'WAY 
ARTISTS = 


49th St. 


NOW PLAYING 
Norma Shearer, Leslie Howard’ 
“ROMEO and JULIET” 
Coming Thurs., Mar. 18, Jean 
ette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy in 
“Maytime.” 








ASTOR _. 


Bway. at 45th St. 
All Seats Reserved , 
Twice Daily, 2:45, 8:45, 
Bun. & Hol, 3:00, 
6:00, 8:45 Midnite 
Show Sat. Prices (plus 
tax): Mat (ex ; 
Sun, & Hol.) 
$1. Eves. We 
Paturday Midnite and 
Sunday 6 P.M., 50e 

$1.50 














RADIO 


crv” MUSIC HALL 
“WHEN’S YOUR 
BIRTHDAY?” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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NOW PLAYING 


“Dangerous Number” 


BAKER 

Joan» Craw- 
Powell, Robert 
“Last of Mrs, 
and Dave Apollon 


Starts Thurs., 
ford, Wm. 
Montgomery, 
Cheyney,”’ 
Kevue. 
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Constance CUMMINGS 


IHlugh SINCLAIR 


STRANGERS ON A 
HONEYMOON 
New CRITERION BRO*sPWwAY 


45th ST. 
Opens 9 A.M.-Midnight Shows-25¢ te | P.M. 
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Burlesque Reviews 








ELTINGE, N.Y. | 

If occasional nudity of performing | 
personnel is burlesque, then the mar- | 
quee of the Eltinge does not misrep- | 
resent. Otherwise, the hodge podge | 
of acts thrown together on stage rep- 
resents the operators as being mar- | 
tyrs to the cause of reviving vaude- 
ville of a type peculiarly their own, | 
ani none too good. | 
Current 
simoly another 
tiveness of average 
sarios who accidentally get a little 
incidental burlesque in their shows. 
Many have tried different ideas, with 
most resorting to acts. Few succeed 
in building anything that remotely | 
resembles burlesque. The Eltinge is 
no exceotion. 

Neither 


revue is 
crea- 


black-and-white 
indication of 
purley impre- 


Robesonesque colored 
m'e singers, nor St. Patrick’s Dav | 
eoloring of production numbers | 
which employ aged grannies (mc~7oy ) | 
at a svinning wheel. surrounded by | 
a hevy of nude bumpers, with Irish | 
reels thrown in for good measure, | 
can imnress as being burlesque. Last | 
item. Mother Machree picture. hits | 
extreme in poor taste and can do} 
more harm than good as a gesture to 
obs*rvers of the holiday. Southland | 
backerounds for Jelli Smith’s singing 
are also out of place. 

To allow room for the vaude, | 
house suoports only three strippers | 
currently, Diane Roland, one of the | 
betier lookers, and also one of the 
fe-v nossessing dictionary knowledge 
of the term tease; Barbara Doane 
and Panette. fan dancer, turned 
st ‘yover or vice versa. 

Conner gal line of seven do no 
pesting, but plenty of nautching and 
line daneine that makes their lighter 
sisters of the ehorus look much paler 
in verformance. Some also double 
in bits with Joiner and Williams, 
comic blackface male duo. Latter 
peir share dubious comic honors 
v. ‘* Harry Levine. 

T ~vine’s comedy is about the near- 
e: thing to genuine burlesaue in the 
ern '-e motley collection. Blackouts 
e--oloying Hall Bauser and George 
Tittle, foiling for Levine, get bluish. 
but even that is a respite from what 
someone ima*ined was production. 
Joiner and Williams are nearer 
verde, though not entirely unfunny. 








does a neat job with several pop 
songs when against the mike. Jack 
and Polly Golding, youngsters, do a 
iricky lock-step dance, chained to- 
sether. Romano Bros., the inter- 
polated feature, are local guitarists 
and comics whose wop numbers 
register stronely. No matter how 
good a show may be elsewhere, Brock 


always likes to throw in an extra 
act or two for good measure. No 


show is complete at the Empire these 
days without Jackie Gleason, who 
works in street clothes with no facial 
adornments, and just walks on with 
an ungainly stride, clutching his 
sleeve cuffs. He tears through a halt 
a dozen sketches a_ performance. 
Never tiring and then rushes off to 
his Club Miami, to wind up the eve- 
ning. Has a large following here. 

The productions at the Empire this 
year show a distinct improvement in 
scenery, being novel and_ fresh- 
lookiny. and the shows themselves 
are faster paced. 


‘WORST’ BURLY BALLY 
UPS 5TH AVE. BIZ 30%, 


Milton Brooks, operator of the 5th 
Ave. burley, (N. Y.) stock is bally- 
hooing a Variety pan notice. by ad- 


vertising his show as the ‘worst bur- | 


lesque in N. Y.;’ adding that VARIETY 
agrees that his advertising does not 
misrepresent. 

Brooks reports a 30% increase in 
biz since smothering his theatre 
front with the dizzy come-on ads and 
similar newspaper space in tabs. 

Burlesque Actors Assn. resents the 
use of the term burlesque by the 


5th Ave. and claim it gives them a | 
black eye, but B.A.A. efforts at lining | 


up house have been fruitless so far. 





Double-Shift Plan Nixed 


Request of operators of the Eltinge, | 


N. Y. to employ two full casts to al- 
low for additional shows, 
nixed by the Burlesque Artists Asns. 


Decision had been hanging reply for | 


about two months. 





Williams, shortest of twain, has 
s>--sthine on the ball. 

Aunt Hattie, 250-pound risque 
wrbler, while one of the freaks 


of burlesaue, cannot be counted a 
loss. With her own songs and her 
comical peel. ‘Hefty Hattie’ fits into 
th> burley pictuve of today. 

- Show-arranger went a little awry 
in his geography putting Indian 
music to a Burmese production num- 
ber using mixed colors. Like rest 
of the show, it’s in a general direc- 
tion. and anyway who cares about 
accuracy in burlesque. Hurl. 


LADIES IN LINGERIE 


(PRINCESS, YOUNGSTOWN, 0.) 
Youngstown, O., March 14. 

Adri-Ann, local black-haired con- 
tribution to the strip-tease profes- 
sion, drew three encores at opening 
performance with her ‘Ladies in Lin- 
gerie’ revue, current at the Princess, 
where the grind policy of stage and 
screen shows continues to attract. 

One of the highlights of the new 

reduction is the finale when 14 
ookers parade in various types of 
lingerie under the ultra-colored 
lithting effects. 

Several new bits are contributed 
by the comics. Hal Rathburn, who 
has been out of the cast because of 
illness. returns, and Homer Meech- 
um cliks in several of the bits. Bud 
Evans continues to please as vocalist. 
Red-haired Bea Baster and Else De- 
Walt remain as featured strippers. 

Most of the comedy is dated, of 
course, but the settings and pres- 
entation make the production one of 
the smoothest presented since the 
stock policy was inaugurated several 
weeks ago. Mack, 


EMPIRE, NEWARK 


Newark, March 13. 

Harry Brock’s family theatre for 
burlesque, the Empire, is showing no 
signs of dropping off for Lent, turn- 
ing them away all week. Reason is 
Tommy ‘Bozo’ Snyder returning after 
a long absence. But Brock’s build- 
up for this house over a period of a 
year and a half, and Newark’s own 
comic, Jackie Gleason, in the role of 


permanent m. c., has a lot to do with | 


it. 
snyder 

season, equaling the records of Ann 

orio and ‘Black Jazz’ of last season. 


Snvder’s pantomime is different. His | 
dumb antics are admirably sharpened | 


by a voluble and clean-cut foil, Joe 
Forie. They first do the band bit to- 
gether, and then the sketch, ‘Unwel- 
come Guests,” with Ruth Donald, 
comedienne, who dead-pans in hilari- 
ous fashion. She later strips and 
sins. with nothing outstanding, her 
best being done in comedy. Margie 
Kelley, featured stripper, does a po- 
lite disrobing. her gowns decidedly 
clever in design. Sammy Spears 
with Bobby Vail has the girls lined 
up with numbered hearts and gets 
. lot of comedy out of their selection 
it. 
have been heard on this stage, but he 


is the ace show here this 


Beiter voices than Clyde Hodges ! 








House sought to add extra crew to 
beat the time limits which prohibit_| 
opening before 1:00 p.m., eliminates | 


all but one midnight show weekly 
and wanted to continue uninterrupted 
by the two hour off supper regula- 
tion which starts at 5:00 p.m. Okay 
would have permitted opening at 


ating time about six hours daily. 


going to install a colored cast such 
as being used now in black-and-tan 
policy, before being turned down by 
B.A.A., which thought it dangerous 


whatever the personnel increase, an- 
ticipating a clamor by neighbor op- 
erators for similar considerations. 


No Burley Flood Show 


Looks now as if the benefit for 
flood sufferers, proposed by Tom 
Phillips of Burlesque Artists Asso- 
ciation, has gone the way of all 





for any constructive good. 

When feeling was high for relief, 
Phillips proferred plan to stage bene- 
fit in N. Y. A month has gone by and 
it’s still an idea, so Phillips has given 
up and marked it off as another ex 
ample of non-cooperation. 


Phillips Looks ’Em Over 


Tom Phillips, president of the Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn., leaves N. Y. 
around April 1 on annual survey of 
the field which comes about with 
closing of association’s fiscal year. 

Trip will require about two weeks 
in covering Boston, Toronto, Syra- 
cuse, Chicago, St. Louis, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh and Ohio 
towns to discuss conditions and rem- 
| edies for next season with various 
| outlying managers. 

















_ Independent Burlesque 


Week of March 21 


‘Reef Trust—Casino—Pittsburgh. 
‘Swing Girls’ Knipress—Cincinnatt. 
Crazy Quilt’ Rialto Theatre—Chicago, 
| "Twinkle Toes’——En route to Chicago, 
‘Pepper Pot'—Casino— Toronto, 
‘Roze Snyder Lyvrie, Allentown, Mon 
| Tues.; Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.; Capi 
ol, Reading, Thurs-Fri.; Majestic, Wil 
liamsport, Sat 
‘Swing Babyv’—Troe Philadelphia. 
Nothing But Dames’ Empire New- 
j ark. 
Pardon the Glamour Howard — 
| Boston 
‘Paris By Night’'—Century Brooklyn 
| ‘Monte Carlo Girls Hludson—Union 
City, 
‘Ladies in TLingerie’—Gayety—Wash 
); inion 
| ‘Merry Maidens’'—Gavety Ralttimore. 
‘Oriental Girls Capitel Toledo, 
“Teases and W heeses’—-Ciayety De- 
troit. 
“Tovland—Garrick—St 


Tonia 
Top-tta Revue tsri Mridzeport. 


has_ been | 


10:00 a.m. and, in all, increase oper- | 


Max Rudnick and partners were | 


attempts to line,up burley managers | 


BURLESQUE 





‘New Burly Stocks in 
Erie and Minneapolis 


Erie, Pa., March 16. 
Park here opens Friday (19) for 
burly stock. House operated 





by | 


George Katz, who recently had the | 


same policy at the 


Youngstown. 





Minneapolis, March 16. 
Harry Hirsch to reopen the Gayety 
here, March 27, to play burlesque 
stock. Bobby Pengrim will again 
produce the shows. 








| Male Fashions 
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tailor to dandies, she presented a 
combined show at her dressmaking 
establishment on Friday night that 


proved her wisdom to such a such- 
ness that, indeed, one lad in his 
eagerness to get in walked fright 
through the plate glass window. 

At 9:30, the time scheduled for 
the show to go on, there was 
standing room only. 
the show went on, there was not, it 
seemed to the dear ladies faint from 
the presence of so much masculinity, 
breathing space. The models had to 
pick their way over carpets of guests 
sitting on the floor, choking the stair- 
ways, bursting the halls. A pity, for 


Princess in! 
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OBITUARIES 


CHARLES A. ELLIS 


Charles A. Ellis, 81, long an out-/! was local. 
standing figure in American musical | 
affairs, died at his home in Boston, | 
March 14. He is perhaps best known | 
| as the organizer of the Boston Sym- | 


phony orchesira. 

Back in 1881, on the order of the 
late Maj. Henry L. Higginson to ‘go 
out and get an orchestra,’ he re- 
cruited 75 men under the-direction 
of George Henschel, its first leader. 
Later he handled the concert tours 
of many artists, including 


Paderewski, Kreisler, Rachmaninoff, 


Melba, | 


Geraldine Farrar and many others | 


of equal standing. 
fortunes of the orchestra until 1918. 

Following his resignation 
capacity he formed an opera com- 
pany with Dr. Damrosch, which 
made ae successful tour of the 


| country. 


At 16:30 when | 


VICTORIA C. H. SPAHR 
Mrs. Victoria Clifton Homan Spahr, 


|.51, former actress and circus per- 
|former, died March 3 at the home 
|of her daughter at New Philadel- 


the girl models were so sweet; the | 


men models, for the 
rugged and yet so shy. 
Real-Life Clothes Horses 
For the men models were not just 
models; good heavens, no. They were 


most part, so 


‘minor. Again the sagacity of Miss 


people; celebs, even, both major and | 


phia, O., after a lingering illness. 
She was long identified with the | 


legitimate stage and many years was 


a dancer with the Barnum & Bailey 
circus. Her stage name was Clifton. 


| 


| Surviving, besides her daughter, are 


the following brothers and sisters, | 


;members of a prominent eastern the- 


Hawes and her conspirator, Mr. Wil- | 


liams. They sensed that men might 
;not take just male 
| would be worse that just ladies’ 
| dresses. If there were to be men 
modelling, they would have to be 
real people, comfortable, genuine 
people with figures full of flaws and 
faces full of—call it character. Peo- 
ple like the guests, people that one 
knew. So Miss Hawes and Mr. Wil- 
liams coaxed and persuaded ever so 
| many of their gentlem:n friends and 
put it up to them as a lark, and 
sure enough, the idea roused 
sporting blood of not a few. 
| plan was for them first to show off 
| their new suits that Mr. Williams 
made for them, and then, 
| smashing climax, to wear fantasies of 
| Miss Hawes’ designing, suggestions 
| as to what men’s clothes might be 
| if only the poor dears had some 
courage and imagination. 

John Anderson fell in with the 
| plan gravely; Paul Draper, grace- 
| fully; (Mr. Draper’s costume for the 


| dance was cut on the bias); William | 
to set the precedent of added time. | 


Chadbourne, gaily; Jo-. Mielziner, 
conscientiously; Frank Chapman, 
| suavely; Tony Williams, dutifully; 
| Lucius Beebe, pettishly. In fact, Mr. 

Beebe’s modelling demeanor was the 

surprise of the show. He just didn’t 
have any, and though his shawl- 
| collared, plum colored dinner jacket 
| —with which he wore a camellia, a 
saphire stud set in molten platinum, 
|} and a significantly narrow tie—lay 
as easy across his broad shoulders 
and clung as devotedly to his power- 
ful neck as any ever he _ spoke 
ecstatically of in his column, he ap- 


bocker must get when he is forced to 
| record that one of his people used to 
| live on the West Side. 

However, it was a very jolly and 
successful evening. Buoyed by the 
sight of their friends modelling 
clothes and looking variously sheep- 
ish about it, many husbands grew 
careless and mumbled, as a lady 
model edged her precarious way 
past, ‘that might lo.k well on you, 
dear’—irrevocably committing them- 
selves to its purchase. A fate they 
deserved, though, since even at that 
very moment they themselves were 


the morning. 


Hart Benefit 


(Continued from page 1) 




















| management. On the basis of legal 
| fees and commission losses, it has 
been conservatively estimated that 
his differences with the circuit cost 
Hart at least $1,000,000. With the 
departure of the Albee regime and 





| franchise, but that was when vaude- 
| ville started to slip and he couldn't 
recoup. His try as a Hollywood 
agent also met with indifferent suc- 
| cess. 

| Sam H. Grisman is donating the 
| use of the Hudson theatre for Hart's 
| benefit. Theatre Authority, 
Seen a cut on all benefits for the 
actor-charities, is waivimg its slice. 


models—that, 


| band of the 72-year-old Marie Tem- 


atrical family: Charles Homan, New | 
York City: Alfred Homan, Whitney 
Point, N. Y.; Daisy Amos, Syracuse, 
N. Y.; Elsie Yocum, Reading, Pa. | 
Funeral services were held from the 
daughter’s home and burial was at 
Dover burial park there. 





W. GRAHAME BROWN 
W. Grahame Brown, 67, third hus- 


pest, died in London, March 11 of 


| pnéumonia. He had been playing in 


| a week previously. 
the | 


The | 
| he appeared, 


for a/| 


| 
support of his wife in ‘Retreat From 
Folly’ as co-star when his illness 
caused his retirement from the cast 


For the past 25 years he had 
staged most of the plays in which 
including, among the 
more recent, ‘The First Mrs. Fra- | 
ser,) ‘Marry At Leisure,’ ‘The Vin- 
egar Tree,’ ‘Mrs. Moonlight,’ and ‘The | 


| Command To Love.’ He made his | 


| stage debut 








peared as pained as Cholly Knicker- | 


| 


plotting a visit to Mr. Williams in| 


in London in 1891 in 
‘The Dancing Girl.’ He has been | 
seen over here in ‘Caste’ and ‘Vanity | 
Fair’ in 1910. 





JOHN FISH GOODRICH 
John Fish Goodrich, 50, scenarist | 
and magazine contributor, died 
March 11 in Los Angeles following 
an abdominal operation. Burial will 
be in Delavan, Wis., where mother 
lives. Widow and a 10-year-old 
daughter also survive. 

Goodrich was a member of the 
board of governors of the Writers 
club and was active in literati af- 
fairs. When the World War started 
he enlisted in the British Royal 
Horse Artillery. He won a lieu- 
tenancy for gallantry in action, dur- 
ing which he was badly wounded, 
carrying a piece of shrapnel in his 
head up to time of his death. 








ALLEN WARD NAGEL 

Allen Ward Nagel, 44, died in his 
New York hotel March 12, of pneu- | 
monia. | 

He had played with the Province- | 
town Players for several years and | 
last season had been with the WPA | 
experimental theatre. He was re-| 
hearsing for ‘Native Ground,’ a Fed- | 
eral production soon to be made at | 
the Venice theatre. He had played | 
in ‘Desire Under the Elms’ with | 
Walter Huston, and other Broadway | 
shows and had also done Shakes-| 
pearean repertory. 

He is survived by his mother and 
a brother. 


CHARLES WIDOR 

Charles Marie Widor, 92, died in 
Paris, March 12. Well known as a 
composer and organist, he was for- 
merly director of the American Con- 
servatory at Fontainebleau. He was 
an officer of the Legion of Honor. 

Appointed assistant organist at the 
Church cf St. Sulpice in 1870, he re- | 


| signed as chief organist only three 
| years ago, a service of more than 60 


the switch to RKO, Hart regained his | 


| 


which | ing illness. 


| 


| atre »peration at Zanesville for many 


years. 





BERNARD J. MECHLING 
Bernard J. Mechling, 41, manager 
of the Imperial 


He directed the | 


in that | 
| died in 


years. Funeral services and burial 





KO IBA 
Ko Iba, 50, w.k. Japanese musie 
critic, died in Tokyo Feb. 25 of 
typhoid. Was prof of musical art at 


| Nihon University and connected with 


a number of musical organizations 
besides authoring several books, ine 
cluding ‘Theory of Japanese Musical 
Criticism.’ 
Musical funeral was Planned by 
former pupils and friends. 
GRACIE MAY 
Gracie May, 177, formerly of the 
vaudeville team of Bartlett and May. 
Bayshore, L. I.. March i]. 
She had been for some tim> a guest 
of the Percy Williams Home at Islip 
She made her stage debut as the 
child in Joseph Jefferson’s ‘Rip Van 


Winkle,’ but was best known for 


' her vaudeville work. Interment was 


in the N. V. A. plot in Kensic », 


MINNIE C. KOPPEL 

Mrs. Minnie C. Koppel, one-time 
secretary of the Los Angeles motion 
picture code authority, and prior to 
that for number of years secretary 
of the Independent Theatre Owners 
of Southern California, died March 
5, in Los Angeles, after a long ill- 
ness. 

The husband survives, 


RICHARD VAN DINE 

Richard Van Dine, 93, recording 
secretary and archivist of the Amer- 
ican Society of Magicians, died in 
Jersey City, March 14, after an ill- 
ness of 11 days. 

He is survived by his widow, a 
stepdaughter and a sister. 








JACK ECKERT 
Jack Eckert, 62, circus fat man. 
weighing 739 pounds, was fatally 
injured in an automobile wreck near 
Flomaton, Ala., Feb. 6, dying in the 
hospital there March 11. 
Details on the outdoors page. 





MICHAEL F. TEAHAN 
Michael F. Teahan, 62, who had 


| Operated concessions at old Midway 


Beach, between Troy and Albany, 
and at one or two other amusement 
parks, died of a heart attack while 
driving his automobile in a subiii'b 
of Pittsfield, Mass., March 10. 
LEONARD A. BLUMBERG 

Leonard A. Blumberg, 58, former 
general manager of the Shuberts’ 
Philadelphia theatres, died there 
March 10. 

He had several plays produced. 








ALEXANDER GRANOWSKY 
Alexander Granowsky, 47, founder 
of the Moscow Yiddish State thea- 
tre, died in Paris, March 11. 
Details in film section. 





Dr. Arthur S. Fauman, 46, husband 
of Clara Kimball Young, died in 
Hollywood, March 12. He was a 
member of the Hollywood Troupers’ 
club and other theatrical organ- 
izations. 





Mrs. George Hecht, mother of Lou 
Brock, died in Hollywood, March 
12. Body was sent to Buffalo for 
burial. 





Mother of Willie Hoppe died in 
New York, March 11. One other 
son, three daughters, three sisters 
and a brother survive. 





Father of Edward Benkert, record- 
ing secretary of Chicago Federation 
of Musicians, died Sunday (14). 





Wife of W. C. Handy, composer of 
‘St. Louis Blues,’ died in New York, 


| March 12. 





Mrs. Sol Silvers, sister of Jack 
Bregman, died in New York March 
7. She was 32. 


School Snoop 2 
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| talent in the world is always avail- 


able, 
have 


we want it. If I 
announcement to make 
during school hours I can sit here 


whenever 
an 


theatre and vice- | at my desk and make it, without 


president of the Zanesville Theatres, | having to call a general assembly 0! 
Inc., at Zanesville, O., died at his | write out announcements. 


| 


home there March 2, after a linger- | 


He had been identified with the- 





‘The supervisory feature—which | 


} . ° . : “ 
causing all this stir about snoopins 


or spying on teachers—is of last im 
portance. I haven't used it—yet. 


i , 


i § 











Sor meee - 





Ly 





— ae 65 we €. & & ws bet 


mn Le ff ao oe ae 





y 














ocr eee 





- 


Wednesday, March 17, 1937 








Rose Gets Cleveland's Goat by 
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Snooting Local Gals for Dunk 


Cleveland, March 16. 

Billy (Jumbo) Rose’s first rumpus 
with officials of city’s Great Lakes 
Expo, where he will stage an 
‘Aquacade’ spectacle this summer, 
came when he undiplomatically said 
that he couldn’t find any showgirls 
in this burg who were pretty 
enough to rate parts in his water 
show. Also that none of the local- 
ites he has auditioned so far com- 
pared one-two with Broadway’s 
beauts, whom he rooted for. 


If producer. meant it as a pub- 
licity gag, he quickly found it 
wouldn’t go over with the fathers 
of the held-over centennial who are 
filled with civic pride. Short and 
snappy answer to his stinging criti- 
cism was they wanted Ohio gals in 
his dance chorus and swimming 
troupes for two reasons. 

First, it was better publicity that 
would have a stronger draw in the 
rural sections in this section. Sec- 


' No N.C. Expo 


Charlotte, N. C., March 16. 

Indications are that nothing will 
be done for the present concerning 
the proposal for a national expo- 
sition in North Carolina. 

Conceded that the state does not 
have the money available to under- 
write such an exposition, and there 
is no one city or locality in the state 


PINCH KINKERS 


Circusman Nabbed for 
Robbery in Flerida. 





Post Office 
One in N. O. 





St. Louis, March 16. 
Traced to local rooming house by 
Post Office Inspectors, Lou Backens- 
toe, 24, a circus performer, was 
nailed by local gendarmes Thurs- 
day (11) and is held on charge of 
theft of 85 blank money orders from 

Lakeland Fla. p.o. last January. 
According te Uncle Sam’s sleuths, 
Backenstce admitted he and Bob 
Hash, alias Nash, an ex-con, copped 
checks and with aid of another man 
and woman cashed 50 for a total of 
$1,500 in Midwestern cities. Hash, 
Keith Costello and Mildred Keeler 
have been apprehended for their 





large enough and with sufficient 
hotel facilities to handle the mini- 
mum number of people per day 


which would be necessary to put an | 


exposition of that type over. 





Cole Bros.-Beatty Circus, 
Opening at the N.Y. Hipp,. 
Expects Big Easter Biz 





ond, that importing chorus pros | 
from Broadway was an extra and | 
unnecessary expense. As for the 


pulchritude of town’s native belles, 
it was pointed out there are enough 
good-lookers and professionals here 
to crowd two ‘Aquacades.’ 

Despite the official turn-down, 
Rose still looks a trifle pained when 
giving the Buckeye State’s speci- 
mens of beauty a once-over. To| 
date he’s auditioned about 500 of | 
them and isn’t yet satisfied. Cast | 
of 100 swimmers and fancy divers 
to. appear: with Eleanor Holm Jar- 
rett is nearly complete and already 
rehearsing for May 29 opening. 


May Be the Rand 


Sally Rand, current at RKO Pal- 
ace, being ballyhooed by Lincoln 
G. Dickey, g.m., as a possible added 
attraction for the 10l-day event. 
Several conferences, also talk about 
a contract, if she clips terms a bit. 

With weather warming up, work- 
men are rushing repainting work on 
fair’s lakefront buildings. Ice still 
holding up enlarging of ‘Aquaeade’ 
which will become a 5,000-seat the- 
atre-restaurant for Rose’s marine 
shows. Ralph Hitz, hotel man, to 
direct restaurant. Promoter not 
getting $1,000 per day, as he re- 
putedly did at Fort Worth Centen- 
nisl, but something close to it on a 
percentage scale. 

Earl W. Brown buying 40% more 
space this year for his Florida Na- 
tional Exhibit which will cover 
106,000 square feet. A new build- 
ing is being added plus a specto- 
rama of Florida and grove of live 
orange trees. 

For its second edition the expo's 
p.a.’s benefiting from a_ tripled 
advertising budget, are adopting 
some of Billy Rose’s high-pressure 
tricks. A fortnight before May 29 
four Goodyear blimps now in Flor- 
ida and California will fly back on 
a good-will tour, carrying long 
trailers ballyhooing the opening. 





Rose Again Heads Ft. W. 


Fort Worth, March 16. 

Billy Rose, director general of the 
Fort Worth Frontier Centennial last 
year, Saturday (13) was named offi- 
cially to same position this year 
with Frontier Fiesta, to open late in 
June, 

James F. Pollock, former business 
manager of Fort Worth Press, ap- 
pointed secretary-manager. Both he 
and Rose opened offices on expo 
grounds and have begun active 
preparations on show. 

Rose said another production will 
be staged in huge Casa Manana and 
it will be entirely new and designed 
to top last year’s revue. Attractions 
also are expected to be provided in 
other Fiesta buildings, although 
cheap concession stands will be 
cleared away and grounds beautified. 

Paul Whiteman and Everett 
Marshall are slated to return again 
this year for show, due to end early 
m October, although exact opening 
and closing dates not set. However, 
it is expected the expo will not be 
allowed to remain open into Novem- 
ber, as it did last year, because 
weather too cold then. 

John Murray Anderson, stage di- 
rector, and Albert Johnson, scenic 
artist, expected to return. 

Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta Asso- 
ciation received state charter last 
week. Before this was received. 
a Carter was elected president 

y board of directors. Ben E. Keith 
and Stanley A. Thempson were 
named vice-presidents. John N. 
Sparks, treasurer, and William Mon- 


| usual. 





| Cole 
| makes 
York, 


Bros.-Clyde Beatty Circus 
its initial showing in New 
opening at the Hippodrome 


| Thursday (18) afternoon for an en- 


|gagement of three weeks and three 


| days, final performances being dated 


April 11. Ticket scale is $2.50 top, 
same prices applying to matinees and 
nights, tax being included. 

Because of the unusually early 
Easter the preliminary season in- 


|doors is several weeks sooner than 


Previously, the Ringling, 
Barnum & Bailey outfit had New 
York to itself at the season’s start, 
but hockey play-offs at Madison 
Square Garden will hold out the big 
top until April 8, the two shows be- 
ing opposed here but for three days. 
Coles will have the benefit of the 
school holidays during Holy and 
Easter weeks, formerly the clean-up 
periods for the Ringlings during the 
annual Garden date. 

At the Hipp the Coles will play in 
one ring, but the stage proper will 
also be used, there being an en- 
semble of 40 girls trained and en- 
gaged for the metropolitan date only. 
Outfit goes to Chicago, at the Sta- 
dium, after the Hipp engagement and 
will oppose the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
combined shows leased by Ed Ar- 
lington. Latter show will play the’ 
Coliseum. 


Bowl for the Spa 


Pine Bluff, Ark, March 16. 

Arkansas legislature, which ad- 
journed in Little Rock last week, 
passed a resolution to petition con- 
gress for an appropriation for the 
construction of an amphitheatre or 
outdoor arena on one of the moun- 
tains at Hot Springs National Park. 

It is expected that the outdoor 
arena should be somewhat on the 
order of the Hollywood Bowl. 











Circus Man Dies 


Mobile, March 16. 

Jack Eckert, 62, who called him- 
self America’s Fattest Man, died 
March 11 in a hospital at Flomaton, 
Ala., following an automobile acci- 
dent Feb. 6. 

Eckert, who hac traveled with 
shows both here and _ abroad, 
weighed 739 pounds. It required 10 
men to extricate him from the 
wreckage and two hospital cots were 
needed when he reached the hos- 
pital. 





Musee Snowed In 


Spokane, Wash., March 16. 

The World’s Fair Museum finished 
two good weeks here this week. 
Originally scheduled to stay but one 
week, the show was held over when 
record snowfall blocked country 
roads and kept rural customers 
away. Jockey Day, promoter, said 
40,000 paid admissions. 





expo last year, named chairman of 
executive committee. Keith chosen 
vice-chairman. 

These officers and the following 
constitute executive committee: 
Lionel Pevan, R. C. Bowen, Leon 
Gross, James M. North, Jr., Will K. 
Stripling and John Weaver. 

More than $300,000 in loan sub- 
scriptions raised and Keith, chair- 
man of finance committee, working 
on additional $100,000 needed as a 





nig, president of board of control of 


& 


hy 


reserve fund. 


part in plot. Backenstoe floated two 
orders for $70 in St. Louis before 
| being jugged. 





New Orleans, March 16. 

Kenneth Rowley, 20-year-old car- 
nival show barker and performer of 
Buffalo, N. Y., was sentenced Thurs- 
day (11) by Judge William J. O’Hara 
in criminal district court to serve 
five years in the penitentiary for 
breaking into the home of Leo Jean- 
sonne, 419 Park Boulevard, on Sep- 


_— 


Craft § 





es — . 
ryt bl 
‘okyo Expo Shaping 

Tokyo, Feb. 23. 

Tomoharu Akagi, former vice-min- 
ister of Home Affairs, has been ap- 
pointed chief secretary of the expo- 
sition to be helc in Tokyo in 1940. 
Headquarters for the show have been 
opened in the Tokiwa Seimei build- 
ing. 

Official committee has decided to 
thumb a plan for selling a big block 
of tickets in advance, holders of 
which would be eligible to partici- 
pate in a lottery for cash prizes. 
Don’t like to encourage gambling. 





N.Y. Fair to Fix 





ing the house with several hundred 
dollars’ worth of jewelry and other 
valuables. Rowley told police he 


and was in a sideshow. 

Called for trial several months ago 
he entered a plea of guilty but his 
sentence was deferred until Assist- 
ant District Attorney Herbert Chris- 
tenberry could investigate whether 
he had a record. He had none. 


Early Bluebird 


East Liverpool, O., Marck 16. 


Earliest invasion of the upper 
Ohio valley by a circus on record 
here is planned by the Wallace 
Bros., newest entry in the motorized 
show world, which has been granted 
a permit to exhibit here April 22, 
almost ten days ahead of any pre- 
vious date played in this territory 
by a tented attraction. 

The new show, which will be on 
tour under the direction of R. W. 
Rogers, who for several years has 
piloted the Barnett Bros. circus, is 
scheduled to open the middle of 
April at winter quarters at York, 
S. C., and will immediately begin 
trek northward, moving into the 
Ohio valley only two weeks after 
inaugurating its tour. 











Not Clowning 
St. Paul, March 16. 


Reps of Workers’ Alliance 
squawked before city council that a 
clown in Osman temple’s Shrine cir- 
cus was belittling WPA workers in 
his act. They were informed to see 
Shrine officials, that the council has 
no supervision over the circus. 

Clown pantomimic satire on WPA 
‘labor’ made it plain that using a 
shovel in such ‘work’ is no muscle- 
building process. 





Two for Lynchburg 
Lynchburg, March 16. 


Lynchburg may have two fairs, 
playing almost day and date, next 
fall On top of J. M. Sheesley’s 
signing for an Amherst County lot 
just outside the city comes news 
that city council may lease the fair- 
grounds to Erskin E. Hill of Roa- 
noke, and C. W. Cracroft of the Ideal 
Exposition shews. 

Hill and Cracroft said they are 
organizing an ‘old Virginia fair cir- 
cuit’ and will promise ‘clean, worth- 
while features, with no gambling.’ 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 49) 


Viola Klaiss Ore 
Frank Ponti 
Stamp’s Cafe 





3 Maxwells 
Viking 3 
Steve Cole 


Fio Hulse Helena Cortez 
Silver Horse Walter McDonald 
Nelson Walton Root 
Carroll Sis Harry Stevens 


Dowling & Marie 
Miller & Millard 
Dottie Moore 
J Hutchinson 
Johnny Welch 


Streets of Paris 


2 Mystics 

Vanessi & deLima 
Marion Joyce 

Dunn Bros & Dotty 
leo Zollo Ore 
Renee Barclay 





tember 29. 
Rowley was captured by Jean- | 
| sonne’s son, Edmund, as he was leav- 





Scale of Exhibs’ 
- Prices This Week’ 





had been spieling for carnival shows | 


| While the New York World's Fair 
|; announced its schedule of prices for 
| exhibition space in the 1939 expo- 
sition last week, prices and policies 
for amusement space on the mile- 
long midway and for other conces- 
sions have yet to be fixed. How- 
ever, prelim estimates indicate that 
fair officials expect that amusement 
midway and concessions will furnish 
a minimum of $640,000 

The New York exposition expects 
to obtain $7,531,018 in rentals for 
ground and floor space, which has 
been tabbed pre-Fair revenue. This 
has been split up or classified as 
coin obtained from building space, 
building sites, and railroad track- 
age allotment (covering track facili- 
ties in the huge Transportation 
building), and merchandising stands. 

Scale of prices for exhibit space is 
predicated on a base price of 20c. 
a square foot for building lots and 
$14 per square foot for interior ex- 
hibits. Scale varies according to lo- 
cation, classification and will con- 
stitute savings or reductions when 
paid up in full promptly. Fair will 
have about 450,000 square feet of net 
floor space available. 

Although many inquiries and re- 
quests for information have been re- 
ceived from concessionaires and 
exhibitors, it probably will be a 
week or more before the definite 
scales and classifications will be an- 
nounced by Fair officials. N. Y. Fair 
announced this week that no acts 
had been booked. 


Trade Giveaway 


Pilger, Neb., March 16. 

Success of cash give-away at lo- 
cal theatre has inspired local com- 
mercial club to institute a similar 
plan, with variations, as come-on to 
draw surrounding populace to this 
town. Every Saturday aft. merchants 
operating on a co-operative plan 
offer at least twenty bucks in cash 
to farmers and townsfolk who will 
be in town. No red tape as prize 
winner has to do nothing more than 
be in town at time of drawing. If 
not claimed, a prize carries over 
to succeeding week with stipula- 
tion that total prizes shall never 
exceed $60. Sum is divided into 
five prizes, highest not more than 
$25, lowest not less than $1. 

Idea is to draw trade to this town 
in competition to nearby towns, and 
drawing is therefore held in mid- 
aft. Only catch is that winner is not 
given actual cash, but is given trade 
checks accepted by any merchant 
in town at full value. Prize fund 
made up by weekly assessment on 
each member of club, who pays dues 
t treasurer. Merchant who has 
cashed a trade check may then turn 
check to treasurer for actual cash. 
All prize trade thus stays right in 
town, and town generally benefits 
from extra trade drawn. 

First week of operation saw over 
200 extra faces in town Sat. aft. 


REBIRTH FOR SUMMIT BEACH 


Akron, March 16. 
J. V. Sawyer, Akron attorney, has 
been elected president of the newly 
incorporated $50,000 Summit Beach, 











1ows Win Fanciest Pitch 
Ever Awarded Traveling Carney 


By BILL RICE 


Los Angeles, March 16. 

Shrine Circus at San Francisco 
was able to have the injunction 
against the Craft Shows to prevent 
their use of the streets in front of 
the Auditorium dismissed. Carnival 
will now play as originally planned, 
The success of this big show is as- 
sured as advance sale has exceeded 
all expectations. 

Billy Rose has a chance to cash 
in on Universal’s picture, ‘Hippo- 
drome,’ now shooting, if he adds the 
Hip Disappearing Ballet to his big 
Aquatic Show, which will be the big- 
gest thing of its kind ever shown. 
Cleveland by the way, is one of three 
cities that produced this feature in 
a big way a number of years ago. 

The writer has presented his Water 
Circus at most of the big fairs and 
celebrations in America and through- 
out the Orient. Now building a new 
show and will try some flesh shows 
on Universal’s ballyhoo. Bookings 
shaping up nicely. 

Tent shows playng Florida this 
winter have had a most successful 


season. The fairs had a break with 

the weather and more tourists in 
the state than ever before. 
That St. Loo Fair 

During the World’s fair at St. 

| Louis in 1904 I lived part of the 

time in the Terminal Depot hotel. 

Never will forget the old box car 

shuttle trains that ran to the ex- 


position. Rough as they were, they 
were the fastest transportation to the 
grounds. Thinking back, what a 
grand midway they had. No other 
show before or since had such shows 
as were on exhibition there. The 
Alps was top money, followed by 
the Boer War, Hale’s Firefighters, 
Battle of Port Arthur, Roltair’s ‘Cre- 
ation,’ ‘Hereafter,’ the ‘North Pole,’ 


Hagenbeck’s Trained Wild Animal 
Show, ‘Streets of Asia,’ ‘Paris by 
Night,” and many others’ whose 


names I have forgotten. 

Cumming’s ‘Wild West’ was one of 
the largest shows, but folded after 
taking a terrific beating. The show 
was taken over by the late Hugh 
Harrison and turned into a big win- 
ner. He had, without doubt, the best 
and biggest ballyhoo ever on ex- 
position grounds. They started at 
10 a.m. with their mounted cowboy 
band, Indians and cowboys all 
mounted. Made an opening and 
turned them in. The customers saw 
the Indian Village and were given 
a ticket to come back and see the 
big show proper at 3 or 9 p.m. What 
a grind!; 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and they 
never stopped except to sell tickets. 

Donavan’s ‘Submarine Show’ that 
everyone thought would get big 
money was flop for some unknown 
reason. This attraction was patterned 
after ‘Trip to Mars,’ the only dif- 
ference being that they took them 
to the bottom of the sea instead of to 
Mars in an aeroplane. The bally- 
hoo was a pool of water that a sub- 
marine appeared in and the patrons 
walked over a gangplank. The hatch 
was closed and it sunk from view. 
Supposedly on their trip. Only ex- 
planation was FEAR of the unknown, 
that stopped the cash customers, 
They had big crowds for every open- 
ing, but the best talkers could not 
turn them. 


Modern Noah 


St. Paul, March 16. 
Articles of incorporation have 
been filed by the St. Paul Zoologi- 
cal society, formed to assist in main- 
taining Como park zoo, the only 
municipal zoo in the Twin Cities. 
Como’s new building, newly-built 
by WPA labor and modeled after 
Father Noah’s famous scow, will be 
opened officially to the public Sat- 
urday (20). 











Neb. Fair Nicked 


Lincoln, March 16. 

Supreme court here ruled that 
the state fair is not an arm of the 
state government, hence can be sued 
same as an individual or a core 
poration. 

Suit was brought by the Crete 
Mills for an unpaid feed bill dating 
form 1931 and amounting to $700. 

Sheriff levied on the 50 acres of 
land on which the Fair holds deed 
here and the SF Secretary Perry 





Inc., which group of business men 
will rebuild and operate Summit 








Sid Raymonds Weber's Hof Brau 

Cleon Valenteen (Camden) 

ein, Cantu | ow Merz 

Jimmy Solar Martinelli ' 

Masry Aldridne Boring « Lazu 

“pis Fine Ori | Sydne y Golden | 

: 7 7m | Ilse Hart 
Viking Cufe Int'l Instruments: 3 

Pen Fay Ore Rose Kirt 

Leonard Cooke Gregory Quinn Co 

Babe La Tour Louis Chalkin Ore 


Beach park here. 


Reed immediately came _ through 
with a check for $847 covering the 


|feed bill and the court costs. 





VARIETY _ Wednesday, March 17, 1937 


—_—— — = ~ _ eee 

















Lovely -:- Wing-Footed -:- 
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HELLO! Here’s Evelyn THE ARABIAN CART- INTO A SPIRAL. Such bal- HIGH INTO THE AIR at break-neck speed. STARTING THE FIRST 
Chandler— America’s Queen WHEEL—a complete som- ance is the result of con- In Evelyn’s own words: “Acrobatic skating OF 19 dizzy spins in rapid 
of Figure Skaters—as she ersault without touching the stant training. Evelyn keeps is strenuous and exciting. It takes a diges- succession. Another time 
leaps into the camera’s range. ice. The only one who has in good physical condition. tion in tiptop shape and stamina to spare. when smooth-working di- 
Inice carnivals everywhere, mastered it is Evelyn Chand- About smoking, she says: After the tense strain, I like to light upa gestion stands Evelyn in 
this attractive Brooklyn ler. It takes healthy nerves! “I smoke as many Camels as Camel and get a bracing ‘lift’ in energy. good stead. “Camels set 
miss brings spectators to So she smokes Camels. I please—every day. Camels And I make Camels an important part of my me right,’’ she says. “The 
their feet cheering her ‘‘Camels don’t jangle my never interfere with my meals too. They help me enjoy my food and flavor is so mild—couldn’t 
breath-taking skill. nerves,’’ she says. physical condition.”’ give me a sense of well-being.’’ be improved.’’ 


= | 


FAMOUS SKI EXPERT. Sig Buchmayr 
says: “I smoke with my meals and after- 
wards, ‘for digestion’s sake.’ And I’ll pick 
Camels every time for flavor.’’ 

Modern life often pushes us to the limit. 
Smoking Camels is an aid to digestion. 
Camels help to ease tension and speed up 
the flow of digestive fiuids—alkaline diges- 
tive fluids—that play so vital a part in the 
way food agrees with you. Camels are 
milder—an important point with steady 
smokers. With their finer tobaccos Camels 
are gentle to your throat. 


Copyright, 1937, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, Winston-Salem, North Carolina * 


COSTs LIE. R . — - 
 TOBACCOS Sr tees ee 


demandsnervesof steel,” 
the former North Ameri- 
can Bob-Sled Champion, 
Raymond F. Stevens, 
says. “I enjoy the pleas- 
ure of smoking to the 
full, knowing Camels 
never bother my nerves.” 











SEE YOU ALL 
AT HISTORIC 
EPHUS HALL 


SPARK -PLUG of the De- ks , 1 Mh 








troit Red Wings is Herb 
Lewis. A big steak is his 
first thought after a game. 
“I keep an eagle eye on 
- £ Nesp z my digestion,’’ Herb says. 
EB” A fact of interest : & f “Camels top off a good 
to smokers: Camels are % ae : meal. I'll second the mo- 
ar fi MORE ee : tion of ‘For digestion’s Ee it denthe ont . you through a 
made from finer, by eae, #Z sake—smoke Camels.’ ”’ | nour’s gala entertainment. Imagine Jack Oakie 
EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS oe i a cad soedee running a college! Don’t miss him or his supporting 


‘6 . 4 5 ‘ 3 c t! B 7. s ” 
—Turkish and Domestic— ee pa a FE bit 2 ced pr so : to Band! Hollywood 
? 3 see 3 es singing stars! ial 
than ang other popular talent every week! Tencdaye-—$06 Pa rage 


pm C.S.T., 7:30 pm M.S.T., 6:30 pm P.S.T 
WABC.-Columbia Network, , Si ltesivigs: 





The famous laugh-maker of the movies — irrepres- 
sible Jack Oakie in person — leads 
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